
School Nutrition Team 
Stakeholder Calls

Back to School Planning



Agenda

• Brief Introductions 

• Explanation of Current Waivers

• Additional Statewide Waivers Requested

• Back to School Guidance

• Feedback and Ideas for Best Practices

• Next Steps



Explanation of Current Waivers

• USDA confirmed with DPI that that they do not 
have the authority or budget to extend the SFSP 
into SY 20-21. 

• The current waivers are intended for NSLP, SBP 
and CACFP.



Nationwide Waiver to Allow Non-
congregate Feeding in CNP (#33)

• COVID-19 Child Nutrition Response #33

• Applies to SY 2020-21

• Applies to NSLP, SBP, and CACFP

• Approval from DPI is not required, but must 
complete survey if intending to utilize this 
flexibility

https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/school-nutrition/pdf/nationwide-waiver-33.pdf


“Planned full or partial building 
closures are not considered 

unanticipated school closures for SY 
2020-21.” -USDA



Question 1

How is your SFA going to be serving meals 
virtually?

Will you also be serving meals to students 
in the building at the same time?



Question 2

How is your SFA planning on counting and 
claiming meals?



Nationwide Waiver to Allow Meal 
Service Time Flexibility (#34)

• COVID-19 Child Nutrition Response on #34

• Applies to SY 2020-21

• Applies to NSLP, SBP, and CACFP

• Approval from DPI is not required, but must 
complete survey if intending to utilize this 
flexibility

https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/school-nutrition/pdf/nationwide-waiver-34.pdf


Nationwide Waiver to Allow Parent and 
Guardian to Pick Up Meals for Children (#35)

• COVID- 19 Child Nutrition Response #35

• Applies to SY 2020-21

• Applies to NSLP, SBP, and CACFP

• Approval from DPI is not required, but must 
complete survey if intending to utilize this 
flexibility

https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/school-nutrition/pdf/nationwide-waiver-35.pdf


Question 3

Will your SFA allow for parent/guardian 
pick up?



Nationwide Waiver to Allow Meal 
Pattern Flexibility in CNPs (#36)

• COVID-19 Child Nutrition Response # 36

• Applies to SY 2020-21

• Applies to NSLP, SBP, and CACFP

• Approval from DPI is required to utilize this waiver

• DPI will approve on a case-by-case basis and will 
consider if requests are targeted and justified 

https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/school-nutrition/pdf/nationwide-waiver-36.pdf


Question 4

What have you been hearing from your food 
distributors? 

Are there going to be disruptions in the supply 
chain? 

How will you handle substitutions to your menu 
as this will likely be a common theme this SY?



Nationwide Waiver to Allow Offer versus Serve 
Flexibility in High Schools for NSLP (#37)

• COVID-19 Child Nutrition Response #37

• Applies to SY 2020-21

• Applies to NSLP

• Approval from DPI is not required, but must 
complete survey if intending to utilize this 
flexibility

https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/school-nutrition/pdf/nationwide-waiver-37.pdf


Additional Statewide Waivers Requested

• Potable water

• NSLP and Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP) enrichment 
or educational activity requirement in afterschool care programs

• FFVP waivers: alternate site distribution and parent/guardian pick up

• K-8 meal pattern for K-12 e-learning/virtual meals

• SMP waivers: non-congregate and parent/guardian pick up

• PLE waiver if have negative balance in non-profit school foodservice 
account as of December 31, 2019



Additional Statewide Waivers Requested 
Cont.

SFSP and SSO: Requested for Sept 1, 2020 – June 30, 2021

• Non-congregate Feeding

• Parent/Guardian Pick-up

Needed when:

• SFA is operating SFSP through the end of September due to a  delayed school 
start date

• Year round schools are serving SFSP meals during their planned intersessions

• An SFA is serving during an unanticipated school closure. Typically this involves 
things like fire, flooding, storm damage, and illnesses. Right now we DO NOT 
know if a total closure (no instruction at all) due to COVID-19 will count as 
unanticipated.



Best Practices: Potable Water

Does your SFA have plans to shut off drinking 
fountains?

Any best practice ideas on how to keep the drinking 
fountains on while decreasing germ transmission?



Best Practices: A la Carte 

Does your SFA have ideas on how to incorporate 
a la carte items into your meal service?



In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the
USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited 
from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity 
in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA.  

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g. Braille, large print, 
audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.), should contact the Agency (State or local) where they applied for benefits.  
Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at 
(800) 877-8339.  Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English.

To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, (AD-3027) found 
online at: http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, and at any USDA office, or write a letter addressed to USDA 
and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-
9992.  Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: 

(1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;

(2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or 

(3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

http://www.ocio.usda.gov/sites/default/files/docs/2012/Complain_combined_6_8_12.pdf
http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html

