
THE LIFECYCLE OF FARM TO SCHOOL TRAINING SERIES



ICE BREAKER 



PRE-WORKSHOP 

SURVEY 

To view survey on smart phone: open camera app,  focus your screen on the QR Code to 

scan it. You will see a pop-up notification to view the QR Code details.

https://forms.gle/euTBcmtGjsPHZwyp8

https://forms.gle/euTBcmtGjsPHZwyp8


ACTION PLAN

 https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imc

e/school-nutrition/doc/composting-action-

plan.docx

https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/school-nutrition/doc/composting-action-plan.docx
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/school-nutrition/doc/composting-action-plan.docx
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/school-nutrition/doc/composting-action-plan.docx


OBJECTIVES

• Learn the benefits of using compost in the school garden. 

• Address the impacts of composting on the environment for 

sustainability.

• Identify the steps of composting.

• Understand the optimal conditions and systems for 

composting.

• Identify partners with composting in the school (i.e., 

environmental and sustainability clubs, custodial staff, 

building and grounds staff).

• Choose how to engage in composting at your school.



BENEFITS TO COMPOSTING

• Converts a school’s food scraps and yard waste into natural fertilizer that can 

then be added to school gardens and lawns.

• Enriches soil, helps retain moisture and suppress plant diseases and pests.

• Provides opportunities for hands-on learning activities (i.e., waste audits, 

measuring compost variables, compost experiments, provides a collaboration 

between food service and other departments).

• Diverts waste from the landfill and prevents the production of methane gas.



WHY COMPOST?



WHY COMPOST? FOR 
GOOD SOIL 
STEWARDSHIP

• Soil building

• Texture for good aeration and 

drainage

• Nutrient density and diversity

• Varied Nutrient release

• Replenishing nutrient 

extractions

• Nutrition Dense Foods- Taste 

the difference!  Feel the 

difference!



INTRODUCTION TO COMPOSTING 

https://youtu.be/5miq5cnUqig

https://youtu.be/5miq5cnUqig


COMPOSTING SYSTEMS



COMPOST DIGESTER





COMPOST DIGESTER



PILE/BIN COMPOSTING



BIN COMPOSTING

 Great option for beginners and 

for small spaces.

 Enclosed and holds the organic 

material until it breaks down 

enough to be used as compost.

 Can use multiple bins at 

multiple locations. 



PILE COMPOSTING

 Open mound or pile of 

compostable materials that is 

layered with “brown” material.

 Minimal cost to building pile.

 Need larger space for pile and 

a way to cover to keep critters 

away. 



VERMICOMPOSTING



VERMICOMPOSTING 

https://youtu.be/VD_dIpf1ZkI

https://youtu.be/VD_dIpf1ZkI


VERMICULTURE

 Conditions

 Feeding

 Timeline

 Classroom Cooperation

 Use of Worm Castings 

(Compost!)



COMMERCIAL 

COMPOSTING



COMMERCIAL COMPOSTERS & COMPOST SERVICES

 https://www.litterless.com/where-to-compost/wisconsin

https://www.litterless.com/where-to-compost/wisconsin


HOW TO USE 

COMPOST



INCORPORATING COMPOST: SOIL BUILDING 

ADD GENEROUS AMOUNT 
TO ALL SOIL TYPES.  EXTRA 

TO CLAY AND SANDY 
SOILS.

INCORPORATE WITH 
TILLAGE EQUIPMENT

REPEAT AS OFTEN AS 
AFTER EACH CROP OR AS 

SUPPLY AND TIME 
ALLOWS.



SIDE AND TOP DRESSING WITH COMPOST

• 4-6 inches deep on top of the garden bed

• A cup or so in transplant holes (depending on 

the size and type of the plant)

• Prior to planting, or a week or two after 

transplanting, every 3 months. 



COMPOST TEA:  LIQUID APPLICATION

The benefits of compost tea are numerous and powerful in an 
organic garden:

 Provide an inexpensive/free high-quality organic liquid fertilizer and 
increase microbial activity in the soil and/or on leaf surfaces:

o Foliar spray

o Drench

 Improve nutrient availability in the soil and provide essential minerals to 
plants to:

o Increase vigor, size, growth and flavor of vegetables

o Improve resistance to pest and disease

 Fun to make! Engaging for students!

How to Make:  https://www.wildabundance.net/blog/compost-tea-recipe/

https://www.wildabundance.net/blog/compost-tea-recipe/


GROUP DISCUSSION-ACTION PLAN

How would composting benefit 
your school?

What composting system would 
work best for your school? 

How will you collect the 
compostable materials?



GROUP DISCUSSION-ACTION PLAN

What materials are needed to 
create your composting system?

Who can help you in your 
composting efforts?



POST-

WORKSHOP 

SURVEY

To view survey on smart phone: open camera app,  focus your screen on the QR Code to 

scan it. You will see a pop-up notification to view the QR Code details.

https://forms.gle/yf62Ea9xvy7JdALP7

https://forms.gle/yf62Ea9xvy7JdALP7


CREDITS

 University of North Carolina of Extension Homegrown Video: Worms Can Recycle Your Garbage (Vermicomposting)

 Cornell Waste Management Institute: School Composting - Let’s Get Growing! (2017)

 Recycling Connections, Stevens Point, WI: used as location for composting video 



PROJECT FUNDING

 “This project has been funded at least in part with Federal funds from the U.S. Department of Agriculture. The 

contents of this publication do not necessarily reflect the view or policies of the U.S. Department of Agriculture, 

nor does mention of trade names, commercial products, or organizations imply endorsement by the U.S. 

Government.”



USDA NON-DISCRIMINATION STATEMENT
In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, this institution is prohibited from 

discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex (including gender identity and sexual orientation), disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil 

rights activity.

Program information may be made available in languages other than English. Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication to obtain 

program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language), should contact the responsible state or local agency that administers the program or 

USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.

To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant should complete a Form AD-3027, USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form which can be obtained 

online at: https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/USDA-OASCR%20P-Complaint-Form-0508-0002-508-11-28-17Fax2Mail.pdf, from any USDA office, by 

calling (866) 632-9992, or by writing a letter addressed to USDA. The letter must contain the complainant’s name, address, telephone number, and a written description 

of the alleged discriminatory action in sufficient detail to inform the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR) about the nature and date of an alleged civil rights 

violation. The completed AD-3027 form or letter must be submitted to USDA by:

1. mail:

U.S. Department of Agriculture

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights

1400 Independence Avenue, SW

Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or

2. fax:

(833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or

3. email:

program.intake@usda.gov

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/USDA-OASCR%20P-Complaint-Form-0508-0002-508-11-28-17Fax2Mail.pdf
http://mailto:program.intake@usda.gov/
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