
Wisconsin Farm to School (F2S) and Farm to Early Care and Education (ECE) Statewide 

Information Sessions  

 

October 23, 2025, 1:30-2:30 PM  

 

Welcome and Introductions (5 minutes)  

In the Chat: Please share your name, place of work, and position.  

Icebreaker question: How are you celebrating National Farm to School Month? 

 

Agency Updates (35 minutes) 

 

Department of Public Instruction (DPI) F2S Team - 5 minutes 

 

Staffing Update:  

 

Welcome to Sarah Tomasiewicz who joined the DPI Farm to School Team! Sarah comes to us most 

recently from the Wisconsin Dells School District. She also worked with the Oregon and D.C. 

Everest Area School Districts. She worked with an AmeriCorps F2S Program service member to 

bring in local beef, yogurt, and produce while at the Oregon School District. Additionally, Sarah 

served as a council member on the WI School Nutrition Purchasing Co-Op as well as a member of 

the WI K-12 Nutrition Standards Rewriting Committee.  

 

Events: 

 

1) Wisconsin Local Food Day! The first Wisconsin Local Food Day takes place on Thursday, 

November 13 (or anytime in November)! This year’s featured food is Wisconsin’s state 

fruit – the cranberry! We encourage schools to showcase cranberry-infused dishes in 

school meals (several standardized recipes can be found on the event website), 

incorporate fun and informative lessons about Wisconsin’s cranberry-growing industry 

and/or teach about the many health benefits of the local cranberry. Schools can register 

by next Friday, October 31 to receive free, “scratch and sniff” cranberry stickers and to 

be entered into a raffle to win a copy of a Time for Cranberries by Lisl Detlefsen 

(Wisconsin author).  

 

Open Grants:  

NEW! Growing Sustainable Connections: A Farm to School Coordinator Grant 

The Bureau of School Nutrition is applying for a fiscal year (FY) 2026 Patrick Leahy (USDA) 

Farm to School (F2S) grant. The project, Growing Sustainable Connections: A Farm to School 

Coordinator Grant, will support K–12 schools participating in the National School Lunch 

and School Breakfast Programs. Schools may apply for a sub-award of $1,500, $4,500, or 

$7,500, which funds a F2S coordinator for 100, 300, or 500 hours at $15/hour. Schools 

must also contribute a 25% match (non-Federal funds), adding 25, 50, or 75 hours, 

https://dpi.wi.gov/school-nutrition/farm-to-school/wi-local-food-day
https://dpi.wi.gov/school-nutrition/farm-to-school/wi-local-food-day
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=QNFUFmAyA0m1txhFAFHOFn3hkleQ77ZMuN6OtAtFJ1FUMUhaQkVYWE9EWTFKNFdPRkZYREMxREZaNS4u&route=shorturl


respectively. Together, this supports F2S coordinators for a total of 125, 375, or 625 

hours. These sub-awards are intended to pilot the F2S Coordinator position, with the long-

term goal of establishing a permanent coordinator role in participating schools. 

If interested, please complete the Match Commitment Letter and return to 

DPIF2S@dpi.wi.gov by Friday, October 24, 2025. This letter is not contractual and you will 

still need to officially apply to fund a Farm to School Coordinator when/if the DPI receives 

grant funding. Grant Information 

1) Fiscal Year (FY) 2025-26 Patrick Leahy Farm to School Grant: The Patrick Leahy Farm to 

School Grant Program is designed to increase the availability of local foods in Child 

Nutrition Program (CNP) operations and connect students to the sources of their food 

through education, taste tests, school gardens, field trips, and local food sourcing for CNP 

meals. The objective of the FY 2026 Farm to School Grant is to improve access to local 

foods in eligible CNP sites through comprehensive farm to CNP programming that 

includes local sourcing and agricultural education efforts. Eligible entities include:  

State agencies 

Indian Tribal organizations 

Child Nutrition Program operators* 

Local agencies* 

Agricultural producers* 

Groups of agricultural producers* 

Non-profit organizations* 

Entities marked with an asterisk (*) must be part of a partnership to be eligible to apply. 

 

Amount: This competitive grant will fund innovative farm to school projects ranging from 

$100,000 to $500,000 for a total of up to $18 million.  

Due: December 5, 2025 

 

New Resources: 

 

1) The new Wisconsin Nutrition Education Database is now available! The Database houses 

reliable, high-quality nutrition curricula in one central resource and aligns that curricula 

with core subjects like science, to make it easier for educators to include nutrition 

concepts without adding extra lessons or demands on limited classroom time. We will 

continue adding more lessons and subjects as the year goes on.  

 

Informational Webinar: Join us for a free informational webinar introducing the Wisconsin 

Nutrition Education Database Wednesday, November 12, 2025 from 9-10 am. Register  

 

https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/school-nutrition/doc/f2s-match-letter.docx
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/school-nutrition/pdf/f2s-grant-information.pdf
https://www.fns.usda.gov/grant/f2s/fy26
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1J10Qtp2s8MgO2jPs35dBLwiWLYRCXkAZFPIRWokclwE/edit?pli=1&gid=1813884460#gid=1813884460
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1J10Qtp2s8MgO2jPs35dBLwiWLYRCXkAZFPIRWokclwE/edit?pli=1&gid=1813884460#gid=1813884460
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1J10Qtp2s8MgO2jPs35dBLwiWLYRCXkAZFPIRWokclwE/edit?pli=1&gid=1813884460#gid=1813884460
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1J10Qtp2s8MgO2jPs35dBLwiWLYRCXkAZFPIRWokclwE/edit?pli=1&gid=1813884460#gid=1813884460
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=QNFUFmAyA0m1txhFAFHOFh7hOquEFntGtJOsDGd9UcxUM0tRQ1VOSlE3MFg2WElLSU5LOTRUVUdVRi4u


2) NEW Example FSMC Scoring Criteria - Example verbiage that SFAs may add to the FSMC 

RFP.  

 

DPI ECE Team - 5 minutes 

● No updates 

Department of Agriculture, Trade, and Consumer Protection (DATCP) - 5 minutes 

● Hosted RFSI office hours 10/22/25 - discussed connections to Farm to School. Discussed 

some creative solutions for Marketplace Meetings, potential for a “Speed Dating” event 

with Farmers/Producers and Schools.  

 

Department of Health and Human Services (DHS) - 5 minutes (unable to attend) 

● No updates 

 

University of Wisconsin - Madison, Division of Extension - 5 minutes 

● No updates 

 

Kids Forward/healthTIDE: USDA School Food Transformation Grant- 5 minutes 

● Waiting on approvals for launch materials for the Lake Michigan School Food System 

Innovation Hub  

○ Lake Michigan School Food System Innovation Hub Grants: 

https://innovateschoolfood.org/grants/ 

○ Application for funding is now open 

○ Two types of awards - Spark and Innovation 

○ Action for Healthy Kids offering Grant Writing Help/Support 

○ Grant awards looking at supply chain improvements  

 

Wisconsin Early Childhood Association (WECA) - 5 minutes 

● Annual Conference - Over 700 in person participants.  

● Hands-on Farm to ECE session - making pickles, growing microgreens 

● WI Farm to ECE Workgroup on 10/29 at 10am  

 

Question and Answer on Agency Updates (10 minutes) 

 

Guest Update #1 - 5 minutes: 

● Todd Hanson - Apple Blossom Orchard and Market 

○ Working with about 65 schools.  

○ Supports School Gardens 

○ Interested in creating a “grant” to offer apple trees for schools.  

■ Will provide trees and education  

■ Willing to offer statewide if partners available or limiting number of 

applications 

https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/school-nutrition/doc/fsmc-example-scoring-criteria.docx
https://innovateschoolfood.org/grants/
https://innovateschoolfood.org/grants/
https://innovateschoolfood.org/grants/


■ Looking to launch January, with Spring awards for schools 

 

Question and Answer on Guest Updates (5 minutes) 

 

Next Meeting: This is the last meeting of 2025. We will resume in 2026 on a quarterly 

frequency. 

 

 

 


