
Wisconsin Farm to School (F2S) and Farm to Early Care and Education (ECE) Statewide 

Information Sessions  

 

September 25, 2025, 1:30-2:30 PM  

 

Welcome and Introductions (5 minutes)  

In the Chat: Please share your name, place of work, and position.  

Icebreaker question: Do you have any fun plans for the Great Apple Crunch? 

 

Agency Updates (35 minutes) 

 

Department of Public Instruction (DPI) F2S Team - 5 minutes 

 

Staffing Update:  

 

New Farm to School Specialist, Sarah Tomasiewicz will be joining the Bureau of School Nutrition 

as a Farm to School Contract Specialist-Sr on Monday, October 6th! Sarah comes to us most 

recently from the Wisconsin Dells School District. She also worked with the Oregon and D.C. 

Everest Area School Districts. She worked with an AmeriCorps F2S Program service member to 

bring in local beef, yogurt, and produce while at the Oregon School District. Additionally, Sarah 

served as a council member on the WI School Nutrition Purchasing Co-Op as well as a member of 

the WI K-12 Nutrition Standards Rewriting Committee.  

 

Events: 

 

1) Wisconsin Farm to School Recognition Program Kick-off Webinar: To kick off National 

Farm to School Month in October, we will be hosting a 2025-2026 Wisconsin Farm to 

School Recognition Program Webinar September 30 from 1:30-2:30 PM. We will give a 

general program overview, talk about program awards, explain a few program changes 

from last year, and highlight resources to help you. Register today! The webinar will be 

recorded and posted to our website after the event.  

The Recognition Program  celebrates and recognizes the incredible work schools are doing 

to advance F2S efforts across Wisconsin. The program features four levels of recognition—

plus a special bonus level—all playfully named after stages of broccoli growth: Broccoli 

Sprout, Broccoli Seedling, Broccoli Floret, Broccoli Crown, and the bonus level, Broccoli 

Flowering School. Schools earn a recognition level by completing activities in the three 

core elements of F2S (local food procurement, school gardening, and education). They also 

promote their efforts to students, staff, and the wider community and form partnerships to 

help sustain their work. At the highest levels, schools go even further by developing 

sustainability plans and mentoring other schools on their F2S journeys. Sign-up to 

participate in this year’s program! 

https://dpi.wi.gov/school-nutrition/farm-to-school#:~:text=Items%20Order%20Form-,Wisconsin%20F2S%20Recognition%20Program,-Participate%20in%20the
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=QNFUFmAyA0m1txhFAFHOFn3hkleQ77ZMuN6OtAtFJ1FUN1ZQWktFUE42OENYVlhXTzBaUU4zM0xTQS4u
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=QNFUFmAyA0m1txhFAFHOFh7hOquEFntGtJOsDGd9UcxUNzhSNVk0U05ON0U3SDE1NkVOUDFSS09KMy4u&route=shorturl


 

2) Wisconsin Local Food Day! The first Wisconsin Local Food Day takes place on Thursday, 

November 13 (or anytime in November)! This year’s featured food is Wisconsin’s state 

fruit – the cranberry! We encourage schools to showcase cranberry-infused dishes in 

school meals (several standardized recipes can be found on the event website), 

incorporate fun and informative lessons about Wisconsin’s cranberry-growing industry 

and/or teach about the many health benefits of the local cranberry. Schools can register to 

be entered into a raffle to win a copy of a Time for Cranberries by Lisl Detlefsen 

(Wisconsin author) and “scratch and sniff” cranberry stickers! 

 

3) Cultivating Connections: A Wellness and Farm to School Summit: The Cultivating 

Connections: A Wellness and Farm to School Summit on August 5-6 was a huge success! 

145 registered attendees and 30 speakers were in attendance. Highlights included a field 

trip to the Wisconsin Dells High School farm, a local food vendor show with tasty samples, 

valuable networking opportunities, and engaging content sessions! Chef Ann Cooper of 

the Chef Ann Foundation and Bertrand Weber from Minneapolis Public Schools provided 

keynote sessions.  

At the Summit we were able to recognize many of the schools in-person who earned an 

award in our first year of the Wisconsin Farm to School Recognition Program! 15 schools 

earned an award this year and we hope to grow the program this school year!  

Open Grants:  

 

1) Fiscal Year (FY) 2025-26 Patrick Leahy Farm to School Grant: The Patrick Leahy Farm to 

School Grant Program is designed to increase the availability of local foods in Child 

Nutrition Program (CNP) operations and connect students to the sources of their food 

through education, taste tests, school gardens, field trips, and local food sourcing for CNP 

meals. The objective of the FY 2026 Farm to School Grant is to improve access to local 

foods in eligible CNP sites through comprehensive farm to CNP programming that 

includes local sourcing and agricultural education efforts. Eligible entities include:  

State agencies 

Indian Tribal organizations 

Child Nutrition Program operators* 

Local agencies* 

Agricultural producers* 

Groups of agricultural producers* 

Non-profit organizations* 

Entities marked with an asterisk (*) must be part of a partnership to be eligible to apply. 

 

Amount: This competitive grant will fund innovative farm to school projects ranging from 

https://dpi.wi.gov/school-nutrition/farm-to-school/wi-local-food-day
https://dpi.wi.gov/school-nutrition/farm-to-school/wi-local-food-day
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=QNFUFmAyA0m1txhFAFHOFn3hkleQ77ZMuN6OtAtFJ1FUMUhaQkVYWE9EWTFKNFdPRkZYREMxREZaNS4u&route=shorturl
https://www.fns.usda.gov/grant/f2s/fy26


$100,000 to $500,000 for a total of up to $18 million.  

Due: December 5, 2025 

 

New Resources 

 

1) The new Wisconsin Nutrition Education Database is now available! The Database houses 

reliable, high-quality nutrition curricula in one central resource and aligns that curricula 

with core subjects like science, to make it easier for educators to include nutrition 

concepts without adding extra lessons or demands on limited classroom time. We will 

continue adding more lessons and subjects as the year goes on.  

2) NEW Example FSMC Scoring Criteria - Example verbiage that SFAs may add to the FSMC 

RFP.  

 

DPI ECE Team - 5 minutes 

Department of Agriculture, Trade, and Consumer Protection (DATCP) - 5 minutes 

1) Wisconsin Farm to School and Early Care and Education Month Governor’s Proclamation - 

first year ECE was included in the proclamation! 

2) Farm to School subaward activities are done and reports will be posted on the DATCP 

Farm to School page soon. 

Department of Health and Human Services (DHS) - 5 minutes 

1) Parenting Place out of LaCrosse is hosting a Farm to ECE conference - October 25. Free to 

attend. 

2) Office of Head Start awarded some supplemental funding. 7 Head Start agencies in 

Wisconsin were awarded various amounts of funding. Funds can be used for nutrition 

education, gardening supplies, and purchasing local foods. This may be an opportunity for 

local producers to partner with Head Start sites. 

 

University of Wisconsin - Madison, Division of Extension - 5 minutes 

 

1) Great Apple Crunch: Thursday, October 9  

2) Winding down SNAPEd programming, EFNEP Programming still continuing. EFNEP 

programming is available in a limited number of counties in Wisconsin (more urban 

counties). Much smaller than SNAPEd funding. 

3) A quarterly newsletter will be issued with nutrition and physical activity updates.  

 

Kids Forward/healthTIDE: USDA School Food Transformation Grant- 5 minutes 

 

1) Lake Michigan School Food Innovation Hub - Spark and Innovation Grants opening 

October 15!  

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1J10Qtp2s8MgO2jPs35dBLwiWLYRCXkAZFPIRWokclwE/edit?pli=1&gid=1813884460#gid=1813884460
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1J10Qtp2s8MgO2jPs35dBLwiWLYRCXkAZFPIRWokclwE/edit?pli=1&gid=1813884460#gid=1813884460
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/school-nutrition/doc/fsmc-example-scoring-criteria.docx
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/school-nutrition/pdf/f2s-ece-month-proclomation.pdf
https://www.theparentingplace.net/classes/farm-to-ece-conference/
https://acf.gov/ohs/grant-funding/supplemental-funds-head-start-nutrition
https://acf.gov/ohs/grant-funding/supplemental-funds-head-start-nutrition
https://health.extension.wisc.edu/great-apple-crunch/
https://innovateschoolfood.org/grants/


2) Questions or assistance with applications can be directed to Daithi Wolfe 

(dwolfe@kidsforward.org), Amy Meinen (ameinen@wisc.edu)  

 

Wisconsin Early Childhood Association (WECA) - 5 minutes 

1) WECA conference takes place next week - Oct 3 & 4. Registration is full for the in-person 

conference but virtual space is still available. 500 in-person attendees will be present! 

Virtual attendance includes live-streamed keynote presentations, live-streamed breakout 

sessions - 6 breakout sessions will be broadcast live from the conference, pre-recorded 

workshop library with access to 8 pre-recorded workshops available to participants. 

Spanish interpretation is available for virtual sessions. Register for virtual conference 

here: https://wisconsinearlychildhood.org/annual-conference/  

2) Catherine is now on the DATCP Farm to School Advisory council. The Farm to School 

Advisory Council makes key recommendations to the DATCP Secretary that guide the 

development of farm to school efforts in Wisconsin and provides an annual farm to school 

report for the Wisconsin legislature. She looks forward to representing early childhood 

and helping promote the continuation of Farm to School across WI. 

3) ECE professional development opportunity: Nature by Design: How Young Children Learn 

through Play with Dr. Sandra Duncan in Hayward, WI Saturday, Oct. 18 from 9 am to 4 pm 

Register here: 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd9HV490HOxrMISo4OlX778iVwwwrD1F

a51kY1IWbtT5-9kYQ/viewform 

 

Question and Answer on Agency Updates (10 minutes) 

 

Next Meeting: October 23, 2025, 1:30-2:30 PM (last meeting for 2025) 

Please email suggestions for next year’s meetings to Brittany Zerbe 

(brittany.zerbe@dpi.wi.gov).  

 

mailto:dwolfe@kidsforward.org
mailto:ameinen@wisc.edu
https://wisconsinearlychildhood.org/annual-conference/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd9HV490HOxrMISo4OlX778iVwwwrD1Fa51kY1IWbtT5-9kYQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd9HV490HOxrMISo4OlX778iVwwwrD1Fa51kY1IWbtT5-9kYQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd9HV490HOxrMISo4OlX778iVwwwrD1Fa51kY1IWbtT5-9kYQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd9HV490HOxrMISo4OlX778iVwwwrD1Fa51kY1IWbtT5-9kYQ/viewform
mailto:brittany.zerbe@dpi.wi.gov

