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Updates from the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 

 

2019 Farm to School Census (2019 Census) 

Funded by the U.S. Department of Agriculture Food and Nutrition Service (USDA/FNS) and 

managed by Abt Associates Inc., an independent research company, the 2019 Census is a short 

web survey that asks School Food Authority (SFA) directors to provide information about farm to 

school activities and local sourcing. Additional information about the 2019 Census is described in 

this Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) document. 

 

You should have received an email encouraging you to complete the 2019 Census. For your 

reference, this email is available to download from Abt. During the second week in September, Abt 

will send a personalized link to the 2019 Census to each SFA Director. 

 

In the meantime, if you have any questions, please contact Abt Associates toll-free at 855-452-

5794 between 8 am and 8 pm CST, or email farmtoschool@abtassoc.com. 

 

Webinar-Crediting Updates for Child Nutrition Programs: Be in the Know! 

CN Labeling Program: Update for Industry 

Wednesday, September 11, 2019, 1:00-2:00 pm CST 

 

USDA’s Child Nutrition Programs (CNP) will present the fifth and final webinar of the Crediting 

Updates for Child Nutrition Programs: Be in the Know! webinar series. This webinar series will assist 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/abtsurvey.com/24635-9204/Appendix+Q+Census+Frequently+Asked+Questions+(FAQ).pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/abtsurvey.com/24635-9204/Appendix+M+Letter+attached+to+Appendix+L+email+(copy+of+Prerecruitment+from+abt+to+SFA).docx
mailto:farmtoschool@abtassoc.com


with implementation of the recent changes in CNP related to the release of SP 08-2019, CACFP 

02-2019, SFSP 02-2019 Update of Food Crediting in the Child Nutrition Programs and other related 

memos. The webinars in this series provide technical assistance and hands-on practice with the 

newly creditable items in CNPs. In addition, attendees will learn about the FNS tools and 

resources available to assist with menu planning needs in CNP settings. 

 

Registration for this free webinar is now available. 

 

The webinar, CN Labeling Program: Update for Industry, will provide an overview of the CN Labeling 

Program with crediting updates resulting from the Final Rule: Child Nutrition Program Flexibilities 

for Milk, Whole Grains, and Sodium Requirements and the Request for Information as well as 

crediting technical assistance specifically for the CN Labeling program. 

 

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the 

webinar. If you are unable to attend the live webinar, there will be a recording of the webinar 

announced and posted a few weeks after the webinar’s completion. 

 

Webinar--Using the Nondiscrimination Statement in Child Nutrition 
Programs: Where, When, Why, and How? 

Monday September 16, 2019. 12:00-1:00 pm CST 

 

Each year thousands of CNP applications, verification documents, and questions about lunch 

balances are sent in error to the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights. These 

misdirected materials and questions slow down the review of applications for schools and 

childcare facilities and can cause confusion for families. This webinar will help local program 

operators learn where and when to use the appropriate Nondiscrimination Statement, as well as 

which version of the statement must be used to be compliant with program regulations. The goal 

of this webinar is to improve customer service by clarifying the proper use of the 

Nondiscrimination Statement and clarify for families where to send completed applications, 

verification materials, and questions about account balances. We will provide several examples 

and answer questions at the end of the webinar. 

 

Click on this link to register. You may use the same link to login to participate on September 16th.  

https://usda-fns.webex.com/usda-fns/onstage/g.php?MTID=edd0b9b583278c4f6b71695ffc0c885e1
https://usda-fns.webex.com/usda-fns/onstage/g.php?MTID=e2db1aeba397aa5a8175c7a43cb6ca1ef


Streaming audio will be available through your computer. If that is not an option, use the call-in 

information below. To receive a callback, provide your phone number when you join the event, or 

call the number below and enter the access code. 

US Toll: +1-415-527-5035 

Access code: 900 710 655 

 

If you are unable to attend the live webinar, there will be a recording of the webinar announced 

and posted on the PartnerWeb a few weeks after the webinar’s completion. 

 

Get Ready for Back-to-School with USDA Nutrition Assistance Programs 

USDA's Child Nutrition Programs invite you to use these free resources in your nutrition 

education efforts. These resources may be shared, downloaded, and printed. 

 

Get Inspired 

 Become a Wellness Champion 

 Start a School Garden 

Hold Fun Nutrition and Physical Activity-Themed School Events 

Engage Parents and School Staff in School Wellness Policies 

Keep Parents Informed with Nibbles for Health Nutrition Newsletters 

Choose and Make Healthy Meals & Snacks 

 Start Simple with MyPlate and take healthy eating one step at a time. 

 Encourage Healthy Eating for Preschoolers 

 Teach Kids How to Make Healthy Choices at School 

 Discover MyPlate for Teachers and Parents of Kindergarteners 

Get Cooking with Multicultural and Kid-tested, Kid-approved Recipes 

 

Updates from the Department of Public Instruction (DPI) School 
Nutrition Team 
 

USDA Response to the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction Three-
Year Administrative Review Waiver Request 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTkwODI4Ljk1NDIxNDEmbWVzc2FnZWlkPU1EQi1QUkQtQlVMLTIwMTkwODI4Ljk1NDIxNDEmZGF0YWJhc2VpZD0xMDAxJnNlcmlhbD0xNjc3OTU2NSZlbWFpbGlkPWplc3NpY2Euc2hhcmt1c0BkcGkud2kuZ292JnVzZXJpZD1qZXNzaWNhLnNoYXJrdXNAZHBpLndpLmdvdiZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9Jm12aWQ9JmV4dHJhPSYmJg==&&&116&&&https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsnaped.fns.usda.gov%2Fsuccess-stories%2Fcafeteria-overhaul-featuring-healthier-local-foods-and-more-scratch-cooking&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cce529d85307c4ad281b708d71b796336%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637008080484568103&sdata=k4YpwC9r%2BFm4CADsi2GIl52%2FCSKuc%2B9m06lvpgmBktA%3D&reserved=0
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTkwODI4Ljk1NDIxNDEmbWVzc2FnZWlkPU1EQi1QUkQtQlVMLTIwMTkwODI4Ljk1NDIxNDEmZGF0YWJhc2VpZD0xMDAxJnNlcmlhbD0xNjc3OTU2NSZlbWFpbGlkPWplc3NpY2Euc2hhcmt1c0BkcGkud2kuZ292JnVzZXJpZD1qZXNzaWNhLnNoYXJrdXNAZHBpLndpLmdvdiZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9Jm12aWQ9JmV4dHJhPSYmJg==&&&116&&&https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsnaped.fns.usda.gov%2Fsuccess-stories%2Fcafeteria-overhaul-featuring-healthier-local-foods-and-more-scratch-cooking&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cce529d85307c4ad281b708d71b796336%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637008080484568103&sdata=k4YpwC9r%2BFm4CADsi2GIl52%2FCSKuc%2B9m06lvpgmBktA%3D&reserved=0
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTkwODI4Ljk1NDIxNDEmbWVzc2FnZWlkPU1EQi1QUkQtQlVMLTIwMTkwODI4Ljk1NDIxNDEmZGF0YWJhc2VpZD0xMDAxJnNlcmlhbD0xNjc3OTU2NSZlbWFpbGlkPWplc3NpY2Euc2hhcmt1c0BkcGkud2kuZ292JnVzZXJpZD1qZXNzaWNhLnNoYXJrdXNAZHBpLndpLmdvdiZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9Jm12aWQ9JmV4dHJhPSYmJg==&&&119&&&https://snaped.fns.usda.gov/success-stories/gardening-takes-root-maine-schools-kingfield-elementary-kids-grow-and-eat-their-own
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTkwODI4Ljk1NDIxNDEmbWVzc2FnZWlkPU1EQi1QUkQtQlVMLTIwMTkwODI4Ljk1NDIxNDEmZGF0YWJhc2VpZD0xMDAxJnNlcmlhbD0xNjc3OTU2NSZlbWFpbGlkPWplc3NpY2Euc2hhcmt1c0BkcGkud2kuZ292JnVzZXJpZD1qZXNzaWNhLnNoYXJrdXNAZHBpLndpLmdvdiZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9Jm12aWQ9JmV4dHJhPSYmJg==&&&120&&&https://www.fns.usda.gov/tn/tn-popular-events-idea-booklet
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTkwODI4Ljk1NDIxNDEmbWVzc2FnZWlkPU1EQi1QUkQtQlVMLTIwMTkwODI4Ljk1NDIxNDEmZGF0YWJhc2VpZD0xMDAxJnNlcmlhbD0xNjc3OTU2NSZlbWFpbGlkPWplc3NpY2Euc2hhcmt1c0BkcGkud2kuZ292JnVzZXJpZD1qZXNzaWNhLnNoYXJrdXNAZHBpLndpLmdvdiZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9Jm12aWQ9JmV4dHJhPSYmJg==&&&114&&&https://www.fns.usda.gov/tn/local-school-wellness-policy-outreach-toolkit
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTkwODI4Ljk1NDIxNDEmbWVzc2FnZWlkPU1EQi1QUkQtQlVMLTIwMTkwODI4Ljk1NDIxNDEmZGF0YWJhc2VpZD0xMDAxJnNlcmlhbD0xNjc3OTU2NSZlbWFpbGlkPWplc3NpY2Euc2hhcmt1c0BkcGkud2kuZ292JnVzZXJpZD1qZXNzaWNhLnNoYXJrdXNAZHBpLndpLmdvdiZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9Jm12aWQ9JmV4dHJhPSYmJg==&&&115&&&https://www.fns.usda.gov/tn/nibbles
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTkwODI4Ljk1NDIxNDEmbWVzc2FnZWlkPU1EQi1QUkQtQlVMLTIwMTkwODI4Ljk1NDIxNDEmZGF0YWJhc2VpZD0xMDAxJnNlcmlhbD0xNjc3OTU2NSZlbWFpbGlkPWplc3NpY2Euc2hhcmt1c0BkcGkud2kuZ292JnVzZXJpZD1qZXNzaWNhLnNoYXJrdXNAZHBpLndpLmdvdiZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9Jm12aWQ9JmV4dHJhPSYmJg==&&&100&&&https://www.choosemyplate.gov/start-simple-myplate
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTkwODI4Ljk1NDIxNDEmbWVzc2FnZWlkPU1EQi1QUkQtQlVMLTIwMTkwODI4Ljk1NDIxNDEmZGF0YWJhc2VpZD0xMDAxJnNlcmlhbD0xNjc3OTU2NSZlbWFpbGlkPWplc3NpY2Euc2hhcmt1c0BkcGkud2kuZ292JnVzZXJpZD1qZXNzaWNhLnNoYXJrdXNAZHBpLndpLmdvdiZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9Jm12aWQ9JmV4dHJhPSYmJg==&&&101&&&https://wicworks.fns.usda.gov/resources/healthy-eating-preschoolers
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTkwODI4Ljk1NDIxNDEmbWVzc2FnZWlkPU1EQi1QUkQtQlVMLTIwMTkwODI4Ljk1NDIxNDEmZGF0YWJhc2VpZD0xMDAxJnNlcmlhbD0xNjc3OTU2NSZlbWFpbGlkPWplc3NpY2Euc2hhcmt1c0BkcGkud2kuZ292JnVzZXJpZD1qZXNzaWNhLnNoYXJrdXNAZHBpLndpLmdvdiZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9Jm12aWQ9JmV4dHJhPSYmJg==&&&102&&&https://www.fns.usda.gov/tn/myplate-guide-school-lunch
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTkwODI4Ljk1NDIxNDEmbWVzc2FnZWlkPU1EQi1QUkQtQlVMLTIwMTkwODI4Ljk1NDIxNDEmZGF0YWJhc2VpZD0xMDAxJnNlcmlhbD0xNjc3OTU2NSZlbWFpbGlkPWplc3NpY2Euc2hhcmt1c0BkcGkud2kuZ292JnVzZXJpZD1qZXNzaWNhLnNoYXJrdXNAZHBpLndpLmdvdiZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9Jm12aWQ9JmV4dHJhPSYmJg==&&&103&&&https://www.fns.usda.gov/tn/discover-myplate-nutrition-education-kindergarten#anchor1
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTkwODI4Ljk1NDIxNDEmbWVzc2FnZWlkPU1EQi1QUkQtQlVMLTIwMTkwODI4Ljk1NDIxNDEmZGF0YWJhc2VpZD0xMDAxJnNlcmlhbD0xNjc3OTU2NSZlbWFpbGlkPWplc3NpY2Euc2hhcmt1c0BkcGkud2kuZ292JnVzZXJpZD1qZXNzaWNhLnNoYXJrdXNAZHBpLndpLmdvdiZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9Jm12aWQ9JmV4dHJhPSYmJg==&&&104&&&https://www.fns.usda.gov/tn/discover-myplate-parent-handouts
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTkwODI4Ljk1NDIxNDEmbWVzc2FnZWlkPU1EQi1QUkQtQlVMLTIwMTkwODI4Ljk1NDIxNDEmZGF0YWJhc2VpZD0xMDAxJnNlcmlhbD0xNjc3OTU2NSZlbWFpbGlkPWplc3NpY2Euc2hhcmt1c0BkcGkud2kuZ292JnVzZXJpZD1qZXNzaWNhLnNoYXJrdXNAZHBpLndpLmdvdiZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9Jm12aWQ9JmV4dHJhPSYmJg==&&&105&&&https://www.fns.usda.gov/tn/recipes-cacfp
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTkwODI4Ljk1NDIxNDEmbWVzc2FnZWlkPU1EQi1QUkQtQlVMLTIwMTkwODI4Ljk1NDIxNDEmZGF0YWJhc2VpZD0xMDAxJnNlcmlhbD0xNjc3OTU2NSZlbWFpbGlkPWplc3NpY2Euc2hhcmt1c0BkcGkud2kuZ292JnVzZXJpZD1qZXNzaWNhLnNoYXJrdXNAZHBpLndpLmdvdiZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9Jm12aWQ9JmV4dHJhPSYmJg==&&&106&&&https://www.fns.usda.gov/tn/recipes-healthy-kids-cookbook-homes
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTkwODI4Ljk1NDIxNDEmbWVzc2FnZWlkPU1EQi1QUkQtQlVMLTIwMTkwODI4Ljk1NDIxNDEmZGF0YWJhc2VpZD0xMDAxJnNlcmlhbD0xNjc3OTU2NSZlbWFpbGlkPWplc3NpY2Euc2hhcmt1c0BkcGkud2kuZ292JnVzZXJpZD1qZXNzaWNhLnNoYXJrdXNAZHBpLndpLmdvdiZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9Jm12aWQ9JmV4dHJhPSYmJg==&&&106&&&https://www.fns.usda.gov/tn/recipes-healthy-kids-cookbook-homes


USDA Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) has reviewed the 3-year Administrative Review waiver 

request from the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction and is approving a 5-year 

Administrative Review for all SFAs starting in SY 2017-18 (current cycle) and ending no later than 

June 30, 2022. This waiver will allow Wisconsin the time needed to provide any necessary 

technical assistance, training, and complete all administrative reviews within the specified 

timeframe.  

 

Please note: FNS provides approval of waivers for a limited time period. After the initial waiver 

period has expired, if the waiver is still needed, State agencies may request renewal of a waiver. A 

renewal waiver request will be processed in the same manner as an initial waiver request. 

 

New Smart Snacks Flowcharts on Coffee and Smoothies 

 Are you interested in selling coffee drinks or smoothies to students, but are not sure where to 

start? Two new resources have been posted to our Smart Snacks webpage to help guide you 

through the process: 

 Flowchart: Coffee as a Smart Snack 

 Flowchart: Smoothies as Smart Snacks 

Correction to DPI School Nutrition Team Back-to-School Memorandum 

In the 2019 School Nutrition Team Back-to-School memorandum (memo) dated August 22, 2019, 

the following information was provided under the “Professional Standards” section of the memo: 

 

“Reminder for SFAs with a Food Service Management Company (FSMC): Beginning with SY 2019-

20, the person designated as the Food Service Director, and who is directly responsible for the 

management of the day-to-day operations of school nutrition programs, is required to meet the 

hiring, annual training, and annual eight hours of food safety training requirements. This person 

can be a FSMC employee or SFA employee. The Authorized Representative listed on the school 

nutrition contract must be a SFA employee. The Authorized Representative does not need to meet 

the hiring requirements or the eight hours of food safety training, but does need to meet the 

annual training requirements for a Food Service Director of 12 hours per year.” 

 

The error is the word “annual” noted below. 

https://dpi.wi.gov/school-nutrition/program-requirements/smart-snacks
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/school-nutrition/pdf/coffee-smart-snacks.pdf
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/school-nutrition/pdf/smoothies-smart-snacks.pdf


Beginning with SY 2019-20, the person designated as the Food Service Director, and who is 

directly responsible for the management of the day-to-day operations of school nutrition 

programs, is required to meet the hiring, annual training, and annual eight hours of food safety 

training requirements. 

 

The statement should read as noted below.   

Beginning with SY 2019-20, the person designated as the Food Service Director, and who is 

directly responsible for the management of the day-to-day operations of school nutrition 

programs, is required to meet the hiring, annual training, and eight hours of food safety training 

requirements. 

 

The eight hours of food safety training is only required for new directors hired after July 1, 2015, 

and must have been obtained within the last five years of hire or within the first 30 days of hire. 

 

Sorry for any confusion this may have caused. Please contact our team at dpifns@dpi.gov or 608-

267-9228 if you have any further questions. 

 

Small Victories Workshop at Various Locations in October 

DPI’s Small Victories training is open for registration. The featured topic will be Marketing 

with Diversity. This interactive, hands-on workshop will review effective marketing 

strategies geared at increasing meal participation. Creative marketing strategies will be 

discussed to help raise awareness of the positive opportunities your meal program can 

provide to students. In addition, the workshop will include ideas and creative ways to 

market a variety of ethnic options on your menu for students.  Please join us for a fun night 

of learning and networking. There is no cost to attend this workshop. All classes are 3:45 to 

7:00 PM. Dates and locations are: 

  Monday, October 14, Ellsworth Elementary, 445 South Piety Street, Ellsworth, WI 

54011 

  Tuesday, October 15, Northwood School District, N14463, Highway 53, Minong, 

WI 54859  

 Wednesday, October 16, Rhinelander High School, 665 Coolidge Avenue, 

Rhinelander, WI 54501 

mailto:dpifns@dpi.gov
https://dpi.wi.gov/school-nutrition/training/small-victories
https://forms.gle/Y5vCt35Vd5vViHUs6


 Monday, October 21, Fall River School District, 150 Bradley Street, Fall River, WI 53932  

  Tuesday, October 22, Lancaster High School, 806 E Elm Street, Lancaster, WI 53813 

 Wednesday, October 23, Menomonee Falls High School, N80 W14350 Titan Drive, 

Menomonee Falls, WI 53051 

Register for Small Victories today! 

 

Other Updates and Information 

 

Article: Lunchtime is so short in some public schools, students are going hungry 

 

Article: How nutrition education is changing 

 

https://forms.gle/Y5vCt35Vd5vViHUs6
https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/food/lunch-time-is-so-short-in-some-public-schools-students-are-going-hungry/2019/08/23/f97df454-c034-11e9-b873-63ace636af08_story.html?wpisrc=nl_sb_smartbrief
https://www.smartbrief.com/original/2019/09/how-nutrition-education-changing

