School Nutrition Summer
Training (SNST) 2025

The School Nutrition Team (SNT) is thrilled to announce School
Nutrition Summer Training (SNST) 2025, offering both in-person
and virtual options for annual summer training. Join us at the
Madison Area Technical College from Tuesday, July 29 through
Thursday, July 31, 2025, and discover new breakout sessions,
culinary skills classes, ServSafe courses, and inspiring guest
speakers including the Institute of Child Nutrition, a Wisconsin
Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection
Environmental Health Technical Specialist, and a special Keynote
Address from Culver’s Field Training Manager focusing on
branding, training and the customer experience.

Can’t make it in person? No problem! Virtual sessions will be held
on select days in August, providing flexibility for everyone
involved with the school meal programs. Courses will be offered
Tuesday, August 12 through Thursday, August 14, 2025.

Course schedules and descriptions are posted on the SNST
Website. Registration will soon be open but please note, all in-
person attendees will incur a $10 non-refundable fee, and due to
space limitations, a maximum of three staff per SFA may register
for each in-person training class (excluding the keynote and
networking). ServSafe participants will incur an additional exam
and materials fee. Virtual sessions are free with no capacity limits.

Don’t miss out on this opportunity to enhance your skills,
network with fellow school nutrition professionals, and get
inspired to elevate your school meals program for the 2025-26
school year.
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Nominate a School Nutrition
Superhero of the Month!

The DPI SNT is always looking for school nutrition professionals to School Nutrition
feature as the “School Nutrition Superhero” each month on the DPI SUPERHERO @
Facebook Page and in our quarterly newsletter. The goal is to

recognize someone who is doing an excellent job in their role. If you

know a School Nutrition Superhero, nominate them by sending an

email to DPIFNS@dpi.wi.gov.

Congrats to the following School Nutrition Superheroes
of the Month:

December: Quan Banh at Prentice School District

Mr. Banh has created one of the best school gardens in the state that
teaches student conservatory practices such as rain barrel water
collection and irrigation, multiple stage composting, and
complementary companion planting. In addition, Mr. Banh has taught
food preparation techniques from produce grown in our very own
school garden for serving in our school lunches. Mr. Bahn's students
have grown, produced, and served large quantities - hundreds of
gallons and pounds of tomato sauces with herbs, tomato paste,
broccoli, summer squash, raspberries, cucumbers, winter squash,
watermelons, pickles, asparagus, and so much more!

January: Food Service Director, Andrea Schinke at East Troy
Community School District

This is my second year as the Director. | started with the food service
department at East Troy in 2019 as the Head Cook for Prairie View
Elementary School. My goal as Director of Food Service is to get the
kiddos interested in eating school lunch again. | have added a ton of
fresh fruits and vegetables to the menu, and we have been doing taste
tests and surveys to get the kiddos’ input on what is on our menus.
Moving forward my goal is to use my culinary knowledge to have more
homemade/semi-homemade meals that will adhere to the new federal
regulations. | feel that this goal is just within reach. With the help of my
staff, | know that we can make our program successful!

February: Rhonda, Angel, and Beth at Sunny Day Care

Shout out to Rhonda, Angel, Beth, and the rest of the staff at Sunny
Day Care for their dedication to their kids, their organization for the
CACFP, and overall wonderful operation that is being run! Thank you
for all that you do and keep up the fabulous work!
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Cultivating Connections: AWellness
and Farmto School Summit

August 5-6, 2025
Chula Vista Resort, Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin

The DPI SNT is excited to announce the first wellness and Farm
to School (F2S) Summit. Cultivating Connections: A Wellness
and Farm to School Summit is a two-day event that will provide
innovative strategies to promote student health and knowledge
of local food systems through educator engagement, policy
implementation, and partnership opportunities.

Educational sessions will include a wide range of topics,
including:

*Improving and evaluating the school wellness policy
*Designing gardens and hydroponics/aquaponics in schools
*Cooking with local products

*Funding school wellness and Farm to School

Incorporating culturally inclusive foods on school menus
*Advancing racial and social equity in Wisconsin Farm to School
Incorporating nutrition and agricultural education throughout
the school day

A local foods vendor show will be held on Tuesday, August 5
from 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM. Attend as a local vendor showcasing
your products or as a school to source local products for your
school meal programs.

Visit the Cultivating Connections Website for more details and
registration information. We hope to see you at this exciting
and energizing event! Please share this information with
interested school staff and community members.
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Serving Summer Meals in
School-Based Childcare Centers

As areminder for schools that operate year-round childcare
centers, meals can only be claimed under the NSLP and/or SBP on
days when school is in session. If the childcare center is operating
on holiday breaks, teacher in-service days, and/or summer months
when school is not in session, meals cannot be claimed under the
NSLP and/or SBP. Meals served to children enrolled in childcare
can be claimed when summer school is in session.

Schools have the following options for serving school-based
childcare centers:

1. Pay for meals served to children enrolled in childcare on non-
school days, including during the summer, from a fund other
than the non-profit food service account. These meals cannot
be claimed.

2. The Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP) can be used
year-round to claim meals served to children enrolled in the
childcare center. The CACFP requires a separate contract,
training and review process. To learn more, visit the Join the
CACFP Webpage.

3. Operate the Seamless Summer Option (SSO) or Summer Food
Service Program (SFSP), if the school qualifies under program
eligibility requirements. This would allow meals to be claimed
during the summer; however, meals cannot be claimed during
any breaks of fewer than 10 days under the SSO or SFSP.

Summer 2025 Seamless
Summer Option

Schools or districts wishing to serve summer meals under the SSO
must be pre-approved by the DPI SNT. The application for the SSO
closed on May 2, 2025. If you have questions about summer meal
service, please contact the SSO Coordinators at SSO@dpi.wi.gov.
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Grantees Champion Nutritious
Updates to School Breakfasts

At the beginning of the 2024-25 school year, School Breakfast
Expansion (SBE) grant recipients implemented an exciting variety of
changes to their school breakfasts, all aimed at increasing the
nutritional quality of the breakfasts they served. The effects of those
menu changes are now being recorded, reported, and evaluated to
identify best practices the SNT can share with schools and that
schools can share with each other.

One hundred and eleven school food authorities (SFAs) were granted
SBE funds to make nutritional improvements. They identified their
project goals and implementation plans. Some worked to offer new
fresh smoothies or yogurt parfaits: Smoothie Wednesdays at Carmen
Middle School were a hit. Other schools increased their scratch
cooking at breakfast: Mauston School District introduced from
scratch Blueberry Muffins and Brownie Batter Overnight Oats. Some

SFAs focused their project on optimizing labor hours: Sheboygan Area ~ WISCONSIN
School District worked to prepare breakfast in the classroom kits, " School
cultivating healthier eating habits among students. When that process Breakfast

was successful, they expanded their traditional cafeteria service to PROGRAM

include fresh fruit, protein foods and whole grain items. Other SFAs
identified equipment needs: Madison Metro School District piloted
Breakfast in the Classroom at one school using new rolling carts and
insulated zippered bags with the goal of offering a variety of new hot
and cold items to preschool and kindergarten students.

Grantees are now submitting their project data in the form of updated
and expanded menus, claims showing participation increases, survey
results, cost analysis tools, and breakfast per labor hour data. SFAs
are also reporting the qualitative data that is not captured in numbers:
stories of staff empowerment, student excitement and parental
approval of more nutritious breakfasts. DPI school breakfast
specialists and the Wisconsin Evaluation Collaborative (WEC) will
collate and analyze data to report back to grantees.

The Fiscal Year (FY) 23 SBE grants are ending this summer, but there
is one more activity planned. In June, grantees will gather to present
their projects to their peers, celebrate their hard work, and have some
fun in the kitchen with Chef Cyndie’s K-12 Culinary Team!
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Free and Reduced Upcoming
Reminders

After Tuesday, July 1, the following materials will be
available for the 2025-26 school year:

- Free and Reduced Meal Application

- How to Apply/Instructions

- Frequently Asked Questions to the Household
- Public Release

- Income Eligibility Guidelines

As areminder, online Free and Reduced Meal applications
must be approved by the DPI SNT on an annual basis and
may not be utilized by SFAs until approval is complete.

The SNT will announce when the materials are posted.
Questions related to meal eligibility can be directed to
MealEligibility@dpi.wi.gov.

Fresh Fruit and Vegetable
Program (FFVP)

Thank you to the schools who participated in the FFVP throughout

school year 2024-25! The DPI SNT appreciates your dedication to

operating the program and giving students the opportunity to try

unique fresh fruits and vegetables that they may not have the

opportunity to try elsewhere. S Car N

FRESH

. N = FRUIT &

Grant funds from the USDA make the FFVP possible nationwide. The VEGETABLE
application to operate FFVP for school year 2025-26 is now closed, - » PROGRAM

and schools that applied can expect to receive communication from
the FFVP team in July. In the meantime, feel free to visit the FFVP
Webpage for additional information about the grant, claiming
procedures, and helpful promotional items (including nutrition
education) for schools participating in the program.

For questions on the FFVP, please email: dpisnt.ffvp@dpi.wi.gov.
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School Nutrition Accountability
Software (SNACS)

Did you know that the SNT’s School Nutrition Accountability
Software (SNACS) can be used for much more than Administrative
Reviews (AR)? It is the perfect solution for smaller schools and
districts that currently manage participation in school nutrition
programs through manual processes. If you have considered offering
an online free and reduced meal application to families but don’t
currently have the means to do so, SNACS might be a good fit for
you! SNACS is free to use. In addition to the online meal application,
the software also streamlines the application approval and Direct
Certification processes, offers step-by-step guidance through the

annual verification process, contains a student information system, snacs;’d

and much more. schoot oty Sovre (@

\
R

To learn more about the many features SNACS offers, visit the
SNACS Webpage and click, “Schedule a Demo” to request a demo of
the software with a member of the SNACS Support Team. If you may
be considering using SNACS for the 2025-26 school year, please
schedule a demo as soon as possible, but no later than the end of
May.

If you are interested in more information about using SNACS as part
of the AR, we plan to host live virtual demos of the SNACS AR
module this fall. Keep an eye out for more information closer to the
beginning of school year 2025-26. Please reach out to the SNACS
Team at DPISNACSSupport@dpi.wi.gov with any questions.

Professional Standards Training

With the summer months approaching, some School Food
Authorities (SFAs) can plan for and focus on training and
professional development. This window may be a great time to
learn about or brush up on purchasing (AKA procurement)
training and meet the requirements for annual procurement
training.

Check out these self-paced, core training opportunities housed in
our SNT Online Learning Library:

- Introduction to Procurement, 15 minutes

- Informal Procurement Process, 30 minutes

- Formal Procurement Methods, 20 minutes

- Product List Development, 30 minutes
SCHOOL NUTRITION NEWS
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Wisconsin Farm to School
Recognition Program

The first round of the Wisconsin Farm to School Recognition
Program will come to a close at the end of May. If you are

o1 € A ) “" WISCONSIN FARM TO SCHOOL
participating, please complete your tracker by Friday, May 30. %_—-f_._f RECOGNITION
Prizes will be mailed to schools in September. If you missed the Nwe PROGRAM
program this year, look for a sign-up form for the 2025-26 school
year in early August.

Wisconsin Cucumber Crunch

The annual WI Cucumber Crunch is returning this summer!

Crunchinto a locally grown cucumber (or other in-season fruit or WISCONSIN
vegetable) anytime during the summer months. Register Your CUCUMEE /
Event for free stickers, available on a first come, first served basis. CRUNCH

Find activities, recipes, and local sourcing information on the
Cucumber Crunch Webpage. Participation in the Cucumber
Crunch can be used as an activity in the WI Farm to School (F2S)
Recognition Program!

Special Dietary Needs

New! The USDA Final Rule’s published April 25, 2024, permits
registered dietitians to write medical statements to request meal
modifications on behalf of participants in the Child Nutrition
Programs. SFAs must begin implementing this requirement on July 1,
2025. More informationis found in USDA Policy Memorandum SP
07-2025, CACFP 07-2025 Requirement to Accept Medical
Statements from Registered Dietitians for Schools and Child and
Adult Care Institutions and Facilities, USDA, 12/30/2024.

The DPI Medical Statement for Special Dietary Needs has been
revised to allow for registered dietitians to sign a meal
accommodation form.

Medical Statement - English
Medical Statement - Spanish
Medical Statement - Hmong
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SNT Member Updates

Congrats to...

Maggie Pandl, Public Health Nutritionist- Advanced, who welcomed a
healthy baby girl in January.

Farewell and Best Wishes to...

Kirsten Homstad, Nutrition Program Consultant, who left our team in
May.

SNT Newsletter Update

The SNT will officially sunset our general School Nutrition News
following this Spring 2025 edition. We have decided to offer more
specialty focused newsletters, such as the monthly Farm to School
(F2S) and Summer EBT Newsletters and will continue to share current,
specific content in our bi-monthly School Meals News bulletins. If you
are not currently, receiving these bulletin announcements, please
Subscribe Today!

USDA Guidance

SP 09-2025 Buy American Accommodation Process for School
Year 2025-26

This memorandum provides an accommodation process and the
state agency the ability to approve relief for SFAs that
demonstrate they cannot meet the thresholds for non-domestic
food purchases established in 7 CFR 210.21(d)(5) and 7 CFR
220.16(d)(5).

The first threshold limit for non-domestic food purchases will be
implemented beginning in SY 2025-26. Non-domestic food

purchases by the school food authorities (SFAs) cannot exceed U S DA
the annual threshold of 10 percent of total commercial food =/_
expenditures. An SFA exceeding the 10 percent threshold can _
request accommodation. The Department of Public Instruction

(DPI) School Nutrition Team (SNT) is developing a process (online
form) for SFAs to request accommodation for this requirement.

More information and a link to the online form will be provided
in a separate communication. Please hold on submitting any Buy
American Accommodations Plan until further notice.
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USDA Guidance (cont'd)

SP 08-2025 Non-Congregate Meal Service in Rural Areas;
Questions and Answers #3

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide state agencies and
program operators with additional clarification on rural non-

congregate summer meal requirements and guidance to enhance
program integrity. The following operational topics are addressed
in this guidance: Meal Service and Meal Quality, Civil Rights
Requirements, Monitoring, Program Integrity and
General/Miscellaneous.

SP 07-2025, CACFP 07-2025 Requirement to Accept Medical
Statements from Registered Dietitians for Schools and Child and
Adult Care Institutions and Facilities

On December 30, 2024, the USDA Food and Nutrition Service U S DA
(FNS) released the following policy guidance to support School —

Meal Programs and Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP) "/_—
operations following the publication of the final rule, Child —

Nutrition Programs: Meal Patterns Consistent With the 2020-25
Dietary Guidelines for Americans (89 FR 31962, April 25, 2024):

This memorandum with the attached Questions and Answers
clarifies the updated regulatory requirement for Program
operators to accept medical statements from registered dietitians.
This requirement applies to Program operators of the National
School Lunch Program and School Breakfast Program (7 CFR
210.10(m)(1)(i), 220.8(m)) and the Child and Adult Care Food
Program (CACFP) (7 CFR 226.20(g)(1)(i)). The change requiring
Program operators to accept medical statements from registered

dietitians must be implemented by July 1, 2025, for school meal
programs and October 1, 2025, for CACFP. Program operators
have the option, but are not required, to implement this change
prior to the implementation dates.
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https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fb01af07951ad4f58aecdada377d5f029.svc.dynamics.com%2Ft%2Ft%2FCQKJ5zMRqHpBkPaPViCKgxmSgUBpLsQMaXINRAUCeCsx%2FKUuLxOlZYWxvwZ84x4LVtAoUai57vzvxQeA2N9RHMYkx&data=05%7C02%7Ckarrie.isaacson%40dpi.wi.gov%7C4a7e2a35728545421cd208dd2f3d7ae9%7C1654d14032604903b5b718450051ce16%7C1%7C0%7C638718663323950341%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pc8Yq9nnBz1BYLPqspV6CyeKedyMsxqaVUL2PUwtBLY%3D&reserved=0
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The Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction does not discriminate on the basis of sex, race,
color, religion, creed, age, national origin, ancestry, pregnancy, marital status or parental status,
sexual orientation, or ability and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts of America and other
designated youth groups.

In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil
rights regulations and policies, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of
race, color, national origin, sex (including gender identity and sexual orientation), disability, age,
or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity.

Program information may be made available in languages other than English. Persons with
disabilities who require alternative means of communication to obtain program information
(e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language), should contact the responsible
state or local agency that administers the program or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-
2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.

To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant should complete a Form AD-3027,
fill out an USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form or from any USDA office, by calling
(866) 632-9992, or by writing a letter addressed to USDA. The letter must contain the
complainant’s name, address, telephone number, and a written description of the alleged
discriminatory action in sufficient detail to inform the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
(ASCR) about the nature and date of an alleged civil rights violation. The completed AD-3027
form or letter must be submitted to USDA by:

1. Mail:
U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or

2. Fax:
(833) 256-1665or (202) 690-7442; or

WISCONSIN
3. Email: DEPARTMENT OF

program.intake@usda.gov P bl ®
This institution is an equal opportunity provider. u rd Ic
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http://dpi.wi.gov/school-nutrition
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