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Severe Need 

Breakfast* 

Afterschool 
Snack 

Program 
Area 

Eligibility** 

Fresh Fruit 
and 

Vegetable 
Program 

USDA 
Equipment 
Assistance 

Grant 

Other Grants 

What’s used to 
qualify? 

Individual 
School ISP x 1.6 

Individual 
School ISP x 1.6 

Individual 
School ISP x 1.6 

Individual 
School ISP x 1.6 

Individual 
School ISP x 1.6 

Threshold to 
qualify? 

≥40% ≥50% ≥50% Varies Varies 

Time Frame? 
Data from two years 

prior 

Data from 
most 

recent 
October 

lunch claim 

Current data Current data Varies 

What happens for 
already 

established 
schools electing 

CEP? 

If school was non- 
CEP two years prior, 

use 
Free/Reduced/Paid 
lunch counts from 
two years prior to 

qualify. 

Calculate the 
Free/Reduced 

percentage using 
data from most 
recent October 

lunch claim. 

N/A N/A N/A 

What happens for 
brand new 

schools electing 
CEP? 

The school must 
wait for two years to 
achieve eligibility to 
elect Severe Need 

Breakfast (and must 
exceed the 40% 

threshold). 

Once school is 
approved for CEP, 
t h e  individual ISP 

x 1.6 is used to 
establish eligibility 
(and must exceed 

the 50% 
threshold). 

N/A N/A N/A 

What happens if 
the school does 
not qualify for 
this program? 

Regular School 
Breakfast Program 

participation. 

Claim snacks using 
the same Free and 

Paid claiming 
percentages used 
at the CEP school 

for lunch and 
breakfast. 

School will not 
receive funding. 

School will not 
receive funding. 

School will not 
receive funding. 

 

*Schools must apply annually by site during online contract submission.  
**Once a site establishes area eligibility, the eligibility is effective for a period of five years.  


