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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #693, June 30, 2017 
2017-18 JULY 1 GENERAL AID ESTIMATE: Each July 1, the department is required, per Wis. Stat. sec. 121.15(4)(b), to provide districts with an estimate of the upcoming year’s General Aid. General Aid includes Equalization, Special Adjustment and Special Transfer (Chapter 220) Aid. Although the 2017-19 state budget has not been formalized, the current budget proposal maintains the same level of general school aid funding.  Additional information is available on the Department of Public Instruction newsroom website https://dpi.wi.gov/news/releases .
Data was taken from the following sources: 

1. Audited 2016-17 district membership on file at the department as of June 16, 2017. (Note that Foster Group Home Membership adjustments are not included in this estimate. The PI-1589 Group and Foster Home FTE Log is due on June 30, 2017, and results will be incorporated into the October 15 Certification of 2017-18 General Aid.) The online detail membership report is found on each district’s home page within the School Financial Services (SFS) Reporting Portal on the team’s home web page located at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/reporting/safr/overview.   

2. 2016 School Aid Values certified to districts in May, 2017 (TIF-Out + Computer Value). Reorganization adjustments that become effective July 1, 2017 are not included, but will be included on the October 15 certification of aid eligibility worksheet. District values are located at  

1. SFS Home (http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs)
2. » Accounting, Auditing & Financial Management
3. » Property Value

4. Go to the Section “Fiscal School Years” and then to the “2017-2018 School Fiscal Year” 

Or, directly at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/finances/property-valuation 

3. 2016-17 Budget Report (PI-1504) Shared Cost as of June 16, 2017. The online Budget Report can be found under “Financial Data Home” on each district’s home page within the SFS Reporting Portal on the team’s home web page located at https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/reporting/safr/overview.

4. General School Aids appropriation funding of $4,584,098,000.  

NOTE:  This aid calculation is an estimate based upon the best information available as of July 1, 2017. On October 15, 2017, the department will certify General Aid for 2017-18 using district 2016-17 PI-1505-AC (Aid Certification) data, as verified by school district auditors on the PI-1506-AC. The October 15 General Aid Certification must be used in district 2017-18 revenue limit calculations which determine 2017-2018 tax levies certified in Fall, 2017. 

The 2017-18 July 1 General Aid estimate worksheets are available on the team’s website at https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/aid/general/summary.   Use the pull down menu on the Excel worksheet to access your district’s aid estimate. Note that this aid estimate incorporates the 2016-17 October-to-Final adjustments.

Additional information about the 2017-18 formula, including the July 1 estimate cost ceilings and guarantee values, is available at https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/aid/general/equalization/worksheets-general-aid.    

Districts may wish to view an analysis of their General Aid eligibility over time. This analysis is an Excel spreadsheet: https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sfs/xls/longitudinal_eq_0607_1718jul1.xlsx. Use the pull down menu on the Excel worksheet to access your district’s information.   You can also access it at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/statistical/longitudinal-data/longitudinal-data under the “Longitudinal Excel Spreadsheet” Section.
UPCOMING EVENTS: 
[June 30:  PI-1589 2016-17 Foster / Group Home Report Due]
[July 3:  PI-1804/1805 Summer and Interim Session Membership Reports Open]
[July 3:  PI1505 Census Reports Open]

[July 6:  PI-1547 2016-17 Transportation Report Closes]
[July 14:  2016-17 Annual Reports Open]
[July 21:  PI-1505 2016-17 School Calendar Report Due]

UPCOMING WASBO [https://www.wasbo.com] and WASDA [http://www.wasda.org] WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES:

[June 21 to July 26: WASBO Custodial and Maintenance Conferences, Details at http://www.wasbo.com/custodial, Four Dates and Locations:
June 21, Waunakee High School, Waunakee 
July 12, Logan High School, La Crosse 
July 19, University School of Milwaukee, Milwaukee 
July 26, Amherst High School, Amherst-Tomorrow River SD
SCHOOL FINANCE CONTACTS:

[Gene Fornecker, Auditor: 608-267-7882 


eugene.fornecker@dpi.wi.gov]

[Brian Kahl, Auditor: 
608-266-3862

brian.kahl@dpi.wi.gov]

[Terry Casper, Accountant: 608-267-9218


terry.casper@dpi.wi.gov]

[Vacant, Accountant: 608-267-9205
Bruce Anderson, Consultant: 608-267-9707 

bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov]

[Derek Sliter, Consultant: 608-266-3464


derek.sliter@dpi.wi.gov]

[Roger Kordus, Consultant: 608-267-3752


roger.kordus@dpi.wi.gov] 
[Vacant, Consultant: 


[Carey Bradley, Assistant Director: 
608-267-9212  
carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov]

[Bob Soldner, Director: 608-266-6968   


robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov]

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE TO THIS LISTSERV: 

To subscribe to this bulletin go to this link: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/communications/listserves/subscribe 

To unsubscribe: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/communications/listserves/unsubscribe 

PREVIOUS SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #692, June 27, 2017 
2017-18 CALENDAR AND DUE DATES: What School Financial Services Report will be due between June 2017 and June 30, 2018?  Updated 2017-18 information exists on the SFS Team page at https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs: 

1. On the right-hand side of the page, go to the section “Latest Information” and link to “Calendar & Due Dates” (https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/communications/calendars/overview).

2. On this webpage under “School Finance Reports Timeline” section link to “Fiscal Year at a Glance Summer 2017 - Spring 2018”. This two-page document is good summary guide. (https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sfs/xls/FISCAL-YEAR-AT-A-GLANCE-Summer-2017---Spring-2018-%28C%29.xlsx) 
For additional calendar information in monthly summary format go to the SFS Team page at https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs: 

3. On the right-hand side of the page, go to the section “Latest Information” and link to “Calendar & Due Dates” (https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/communications/calendars/overview).

4. On this webpage under “Fiscal Year Planning Calendar” section link to “2017-18 Multitasker Planning Calendar” (https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sfs/xls/SFS-2017-18-Multi-tasker-Planning-Calendar.xls) 
If you have questions, please contact one of our School Finance Consultants.

SCHEDULE OF 2017-18 STATE AID PAYMENTS: The SFS Team has updated the 2017-18 “State Aid Payment Schedule” (https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sfs/pdf/paysch18.pdf).  We will provide an update if the final 2017-19 State Biennial Budget Act modifies any payments during 2017-18.
You can access the information on the to the SFS Team page at https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs by selecting:

1. Accounting, Auditing & Financial Management
2. Aid Payment Information
3. Then select State Aid Payment Schedule – 2017-18
If you have questions, please contact Terry Casper at 608-267-9218 or terry.casper@dpi.wi.gov.


EARLY ESTIMATE OF RATE FOR 2017-18 SPECIAL EDUCATION AID (25.73%): As of June 22, 2017, we are estimating that 2017-18 payments of Special Education and School-Age Parents Aid will reimburse last year's eligible special education costs at a rate of 25.73%. This estimate is based upon an analysis of submitted 2016-17 budget data and is provided as a service to districts and other LEAs as they develop their budgets for the upcoming year. 

Early payments (November 2017 through March 2018) may use a slightly lower rate to avoid overpayments. The final rate will be determined in May 2018 for the June 2018 payment.
If you have questions, please contact Carey Bradley at 608-267-9212 or carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov.

FUND 46 YEAR END REMINDERS:  If you plan to transfer funds to Fund 46 (Long Term Capital Improvement Trust Fund) in the current fiscal year (2016-17):

1. Board action to establish the trust fund must have been taken by June 30, 2017.  

2. All accounting transactions must be cash transactions. If the cash deposit to the Fund 46 account is posted by the financial institution after June 30th, but on or before July 30, 2017, the district may record the transaction as a June 30th accrual.  This means the transaction must take place no later than Friday, July 28, 2017.

3. Districts must provide certain documents to the Department in order to submit financial data used to calculate shared cost.  

For information about the Long Term Capital Improvement Trust Fund (Fund 46) see http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/finances/fund-info/capital-projects-funds.  

Please email required documents to roger.kordus@dpi.wi.gov to arrange for PI 1504/5 reporting access to report Fund 46 accounts.

AUDITOR INFORMATION FOR 2016-17 SCHOOL DISTRICT AUDITS: The School Financial Services Team has updated the letter that contains information necessary for the 2016-17 school district audits. This document is available at https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/finances/auditors/listserve/auditor-messages-17 or directly at the audit information link (https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sfs/June%2030%202017%20auditor%20letter%20-%20final.docx).  
For your information, prior auditor listserv messages and other auditor materials are available at https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/finances/auditors/listserve/overview.  Listserv messages from 2012 to the current year can be found on this web page.    

If you have questions, please contact Brian Kahl (608-266-3862 or brian.kahl@dpi.wi.gov) or Gene Fornecker (608-267-7882 or eugene.fornecker@dpi.wi.gov).

SFS TEAM RECRUITMENT – ACCOUNTANT: The School Financial Services (SFS) Team is recruiting for an Accountant-Senior to assist in the coordination of complex computation and preparation of payments of state aids to all Wisconsin school districts. This position will analyze financial data, produce reports, complete fiscal projections and develop financial estimates. This position will work in coordination with the SFS Team’s existing Accountant-Advanced. 

More information can be found at: http://wisc.jobs/public/job_view.asp?annoid=91897&jobid=91411&org=255&class=00264&index=true.  The recruitment will close on Monday, July 10th.
Please contact Bob Soldner at 608-266-6968 or robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov if you would like to discuss the SFS Team.

SFS TEAM RECRUITMENT – SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION CONSULTANT:  The School Financial Services (SFS) Team is currently looking to hire a school finance and administration consultant, with a focus on special education. This position is primarily responsible for administering state special education categorical aids. It is also responsible for assisting the Special Education team in the administration of federal IDEA funds, and for administering payments of tuition from the state. 

More information can be found at: http://wisc.jobs/public/job_view.asp?annoid=91839&jobid=91353&org=255&class=59490&index=true. The recruitment will close on Sunday, July 9th.  

Please contact Bob Soldner at 608-266-6968 or robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov if you would like to discuss the SFS Team.
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