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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #701, September 26, 2017 
2017-18 SPARSITY CATEGORICAL AID:  This categorical aid program is defined at s. 115.436, Wis. Stats.  Because district eligibility for aid in the 2017-18 school year exceeds the aid allocation, each district will receive $296.52 per student, or 98.84 percent of eligible aid.
The department is directed to pay sparsity aid to school districts that meet the following criteria:

1. School district membership is no more than 745 members.
2. District membership is less than 10 members per square mile of the district’s geographic area.

More information about the sparsity aid program can be found online at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/aid/general/sparsity-aid-program. 
Districts will receive the 2017-18 aid payment on October 9, 2017. Districts code the revenue to source 694. 
HIGH POVERTY AID FOR 2017-18 and 2018-19:  Per sec. 121.136, Wis. Stats., High Poverty Aid is paid to districts IF in the October preceding each biennium the number of pupils eligible for free or reduced-price lunch divided by the district's September membership is equal to at least 50 percent after rounding to the nearest whole percentage point.  

High Poverty Aid amounts for 2017-18 and 2018-19 can now be found on the School Financial Services Team website at https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs under “State and Federal Aid” on the left-hand sidebar, then “Categorical Aids”, then “Aid to High Poverty Districts”. Or, directly at https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/aid/categorical/aid-high-poverty-districts. 
An amount of $16,830,000 has been appropriated in each year for this aid program in the 2017-19 biennial budget (2017 Act 59).  Individual district aid amounts are calculated by dividing the total appropriation amount by the prior year aid membership of all eligible school districts to determine a per pupil amount.  This per pupil amount is then multiplied by each district’s prior year aid membership to determine the payment amount.  Eligible districts will receive this payment on the fourth Monday in March in both FY 18 and FY 19.  The payments are treated as general aid payments for purposes of calculating equalization aid and are coded to Fund 10, Source 692.

High Poverty aid is required to reduce a district's allowable maximum levies and in the case of Milwaukee, reduce the aid reduction offset attributable to the Milwaukee Parental Choice Program (private school vouchers).  High Poverty Aid is included in Line 12.B. of the district’s revenue limit computation and reduces the allowable limited revenue available to a district. 

Questions can be directed to a School Finance Consultant at 608-267-9114. 
3rd FRIDAY SEPTEMBER PUPIL COUNT: The PI-1563 September pupil count report is due this Friday, September 29th. Please be sure to complete the report as soon as possible. The membership report will be closed on October 2nd and re-opened on October 16, 2017.  
Detailed guidance on submitting the report is provided below.  Please route the following information to the individual(s) who completes the PI-1563 September Pupil Count Report for your district. 

The PI-1563 Pupil Count Report can be accessed through the Reporting Portal link on the School Financial Services Team website located at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/reporting/safr/overview. 

Pupil count report instructions and a spreadsheet are available by following these steps:

PI-1563 Pupil Count Report Preparation Workbook

1. SFS Home (http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs)

2. » Counting Children (http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/children/overview) 

3. » Pupil Count PI-1563 (http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/children/enrollment/overview) 

4. » Membership Information and Reporting (https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/children/enrollment/membership-info-reporting) 
5. Under “Guidelines for Counting” 
Questions about the report should be submitted to Bruce Anderson, Consultant, at Bruce.Anderson@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9707 or Roger Kordus, Consultant, at Roger.Kordus@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-3752.
REGARDING: “3rd FRIDAY SEPTEMBER PUPIL COUNT”:  When reporting student or pupil counts to DPI, two independent reports must be submitted by the school district.

· WISE data collects pupil count data for determining student achievement. The September 2017 “snapshot” reporting period is likely to be delayed to mid-October 2017.
· School Financial Services team collects pupil count data to determine membership for revenue limit and state aid purposes using the PI-1563. The 3rd Friday in September PI-1563 report is due September 29, 2017.
FINANCIAL REPORTS CLOSING FROM OCTOBER 2ND TO OCTOBER 16TH: The SFS Team is finishing up our review and approval of the PI-1505 AC and PI-1506 AC reports.  The PI-1505 Annual and PI 1505-SE Annual reports were due September 22, 2017.  Several districts still have outstanding issues and we are asking you to make it a priority to complete the financial reports as soon as possible.

The 2016-17 financial reports will close on Monday, October 2, 2017.  These financial reports will remain closed to allow the SFS Team to complete the required October 15th equalization aid certification and determine other aid amounts.  The 2016-17 financial reports and current year (2017-18) membership reports will re-open on Monday, October 16, 2017.

PART C TRANSFER OF SERVICE (TOS)- REVENUE LIMITS:  In order for a TOS to be approved, the student that transferred into the district must come from another governmental unit that had responsibility for providing the student’s education.  Question #4 in Part A and Questions #1 and #2 in Part B of the PI 5000 provides an accountability check for Transfer of Service (TOS) requests from within Wisconsin. Part C the final step in the TOS process was due on September 25th. 

Part C TOS Revenue Limit Request (Summary) must be completed accurately by the requesting school district.  The requests entered in Part A and provide in the review process will then be totaled “Sum of Part A” column.  The final step is for the requesting district to enter the correct data in the “New Costs” and “New FTE” columns before submitting. 

Questions should be submitted to Bruce Anderson, Consultant, at Bruce.Anderson@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9707.
STATUS UPDATE -- 2017-19 STATE BUDGET (2017 ACT 59): The Department of Public Instruction is reviewing the 2017-19 budget and Governor vetoes. It is our hope the budget summary will be completed next week.

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

[September 22:  PI-1505 and PI-1505 SE Annual Reports for 2016-17 Due]

[September 25:  Part C Summary and Final Step for Requesting School District for Transfer of Service to 2017-18 Revenue Limit Due]

[September 29:  PI-1563 3rd Friday September and PI-1804 Summer 2017 Pupil Count Reports Due]

[September 29:  PI-1547 SS Pupil Transportation Summer 2017 Due] 
[October 2:  2016-17 PI-1505 and PI 1505 SE Annual Reports closed until October 16]

[October 2:  PI-1563 September 2017 Membership Report closed until October 16]

[October 16:  2016-17 Financial Reports and PI-1563 September 2017 Membership Report Re-Opened]

UPCOMING WASBO [https://www.wasbo.com] and WASDA [http://www.wasda.org] WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES:
[October 5-6: WASBO Fall Conference, Elkhart Lake]

[October 18: WASBO CSRM, Measuring School Risks, Pewaukee]

[October 19: WASBO CSRM, Funding School Risks, Pewaukee]

[October 30-31:  WASBO Midwest Facility Masters Conference, Wisconsin Dells]

[November 15:  WASBO CSRM, Administering School Risks, Pewaukee]

[November 16:  WASBO CSRM Continuing Education Credit, Workers' Compensation, Pewaukee]

[December 5:  WASBO Winter at a Glance, Middleton]

[December 6-7:  WASBO & WASPA School Personnel Academy, Middleton] 

SCHOOL FINANCE CONTACTS:

[Gene Fornecker, Auditor: 608-267-7882 


eugene.fornecker@dpi.wi.gov]

[Brian Kahl, Auditor: 
608-266-3862



brian.kahl@dpi.wi.gov]

[Terry Casper, Accountant: 608-267-9218


terry.casper@dpi.wi.gov]


[Patricia Atkinson, Accountant: 608-267-9205

patricia.atkinson@dpi.wi.gov]
[Bruce Anderson, Consultant: 608-267-9707 

bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov]

[Derek Sliter, Consultant: 608-266-3464


derek.sliter@dpi.wi.gov]

[Roger Kordus, Consultant: 608-267-3752


roger.kordus@dpi.wi.gov] 

[Roselynn Bittorf, Consultant: 608-267-9212

Roselynn.Bittorf@dpi.wi.gov]
[Carey Bradley, Assistant Director: 608-267-9209  

carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov]


[Bob Soldner, Director: 608-266-6968   


robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov]

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE TO THIS LISTSERV: 

To subscribe to this bulletin go to this link: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/communications/listserves/subscribe 

To unsubscribe: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/communications/listserves/unsubscribe 
PREVIOUS SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #700, September 15, 2017 
PUPIL COUNT PORTALS: The PI 1563 Pupil Count Portal for September of 2017-18 will open on Friday September 15th and will close on Friday, September 29, 2017. From the Counting Children https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/children/overview website, you will be able to access a variety of webpages with details to assist you. Under the Membership Information and Reporting https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/children/enrollment/membership-info-reporting webpage click on the link to “Guidelines for Counting” and you will find several links to assist you in the process of completing the PI-1563 for September of 2017.  
REGARDING: “3rd FRIDAY SEPTEMBER PUPIL COUNT”:  When reporting pupil counts to DPI, two independent reports must be submitted by the school district.

· WISE data collects pupil count data for determining student achievement.
· School Financial Services team collects pupil count data to determine membership for revenue limit and state equalization aid purposes using the PI-1563.

PUPIL TRANSPORTATION FOR SUMMER AND INTERIM SESSION COURSES: Transportation provided to Summer session courses held during summer 2017 or Interim session courses held between September 2, 2016 and September 1, 2017 are to be reported in the PI-1547SS on or before Friday, September 29, 2017.  This information will be used to determine the amount of Pupil Transportation Aid a school district will receive during the 2018-2019 school year.  If your school district operates a year-around school, for any Interim session courses concluding after September 1, report the ridership in the PI-1547SS, in the fall of 2018.
SUMMER SCHOOL FEES REMINDER:  If your district charges a fee for a summer class, you are strongly encouraged to review your revenues and expenditures related to the individual class. Confirm that the fee is allowable and for the actual costs incurred for the particular class. Each student must be provided with services, supplies and materials of value equal to the fee charged determined on an individual class basis. If you find that you have overcharged, you may refund the fee. Fees are audited as part of a membership audit and include review of invoices. Failure to document allowable and actual costs for each class fee may result in a loss of student membership for revenue limit and aid purposes. Information regarding allowable fees: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/finances/budgeting/school-fees. Additional summer school information: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/children/summer-school. If you have questions, please contact Roger.Kordus@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-3752. 

TRANSFER OF SERVICE (TOS) ELIGIBILITY (PI-5000)
In order for a TOS to be approved, the student that transferred into the district must come from another governmental unit that had responsibility for providing the student’s education.  Question #4 in Part A and Questions #1 and #2 in Part B of the PI 5000 provides an accountability check for Transfer of Service (TOS) requests from within Wisconsin.  The accountability check for the TOS requests for students from outside of Wisconsin will include reviewing a random sample of 10% of these requests by the School Financial Services Team.  This process will be done in two rounds.  The SECOND random sample will include applications submitted between August 23 and September 11th.  
A district that has application(s) selected in the random sample will be notified by the SFS team and required to provide documentation that the incoming student transferred from another governmental unit that had responsibility for their education. A district that is selected will have 9 working days from the original request to respond. 
IMPORTANT DUE DATES FOR TRANSFER OF SERVICE (PI-5000)

· September 08 - Part A Documentation, has been closed for this school year.

· September 15 - Part B Verification, remains open so that a Wisconsin school district can respond to request made by other Wisconsin school district, it is important that each district check to see if their work is done in this section of the process.

· September 25 - Part C TOS Revenue Limit Request (Summary) must be completed accurately by the requesting school district.  The requests entered in Part A and provide in the review process will then be totaled “Sum of Part A” column.  The final step is for the requesting district to enter the correct data in the “New Costs” and “New FTE” columns before submitting. 

FINAL AMENDMENTS TO PI 1563 PUPIL COUNT DATA FOR 2016-2017: Districts needing to amend their pupil count must submit changes by September 29, 2017. Send an email to Bruce Anderson requesting the SFS team to open the portal along with an explanation of the changes that will be made. The district will then be advised via an email response when the portal will be open for revisions.
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