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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #706, October 30, 2017
HIGH COST SPECIAL EDUCATION AID CLAIM, Due December 1st
This program provides additional special education aid to Wisconsin school districts, independent (2r) charter schools, CESAs or CCDEBs.  An LEA providing F.A.P.E is eligible for aid when a student with disabilities has actual, additional, non-administrative costs of special education and related services in excess of $30,000, after certain reimbursements are excluded. NEW: 2017 Wisconsin Act 59 (signed into law on September 21, 2017) modifies the law such that school districts will qualify for reimbursement of 90 percent (rather than 70 percent) of eligible prior year costs above the high-cost aid threshold (~$30,000 for an individual child), Updated information is available at https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/aid/special-ed/high-cost. Claims are submitted through the Special Education team's web portal. Information is available at https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/aid/special-ed/high-cost.
PI-1505-SE SPECIAL EDUCATION REPORT REVIEW: This report has been reopened for edits and late changes through Friday, November 10th. Please login to the report to verify that your grant payments reconcile between LEAs. Please confirm that your GPI and GPO match the corresponding LEAs amount. If you received an email October 10th and have not yet made changes, not is the time to do so. The report is found at: https://apps4.dpi.wi.gov/SFSjspr/sfsPublicAccess/pubWelcome.aspx 
Contact Roselynn Bittorf at Roselynn.Bittorf@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9212 with questions
CHARTER SCHOOL AUTHORZIER REPORT, DUE December 1st:  Information for charter school authorizers is located at http://dpi.wi.gov/sms/charter-schools/information-authorizers.  On this page select “Submit Annual Report to State Superintendent and Legislature”. Beginning in the 2016-17 school year and each year thereafter, charter school authorizers must submit, to the state superintendent and to the legislature under s. 13.172 (2), a report that includes all of the following:

1. An identification of each charter school operating under contract with the authorizer, each charter school that operated under a contract with the authorizer but had its contract nonrenewed or revoked or that closed, and each charter school under contract with the authorizer that has not yet begun to operate.

2. The academic and financial performance of each charter school operated under contract with the authorizer.

3. The operating costs the authorizer incurred while fulfilling its statutory duties, detailed in an audited financial statement prepared in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles.

4. The services the authorizer provided to the charter schools under contract with the authorizer and an itemized accounting of the cost of the services.

Authorizers may choose to use the department's technical assistance and templates in order to comply with this requirement:

•
Annual report technical assistance (http://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sms/Charter-Schools/doc/CS%20Authorizer%20Annual%20Report%20Technical%20Assistance.doc) 

See the report technical assistance document for submission instructions.  

•
Annual report template for authorizers (http://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sms/Charter-Schools/doc/CS%20Authorizer%20Annual%20Report%20Template.doc)

If you have questions regarding this new reporting requirement, please contact Latoya Holiday via email at latoya.holiday@dpi.wi.gov or via phone at 608-266-5880.

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

[October 27:  2017-18 State Tuition Claim Due Based on 2016-17 costs] 

[November 7: PI-401 Tax Levy Fall 2017 Report Due] 

[December 1: 2017-18 Budget Reports PI-1504 and PI-1504 Special Education Due] 

UPCOMING WASBO [https://www.wasbo.com] and WASDA [http://www.wasda.org] WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES:

[October 30-31:  WASBO Midwest Facility Masters Conference, Wisconsin Dells]

[November 15:  WASBO CSRM, Administering School Risks, Pewaukee]

[November 16:  WASBO CSRM Continuing Education Credit, Workers' Compensation, Pewaukee]

[December 5:  WASBO Winter at a Glance, Middleton]

[December 6-7:  WASBO & WASPA School Personnel Academy, Middleton] 

SCHOOL FINANCE CONTACTS:

[Gene Fornecker, Auditor: 608-267-7882 


eugene.fornecker@dpi.wi.gov]

[Brian Kahl, Auditor: 
608-266-3862



brian.kahl@dpi.wi.gov]

[Terry Casper, Accountant: 608-267-9218


terry.casper@dpi.wi.gov]


[Patricia Atkinson, Accountant: 608-267-9205

patricia.atkinson@dpi.wi.gov]
[Bruce Anderson, Consultant: 608-267-9707 

bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov]

[Derek Sliter, Consultant: 608-266-3464


derek.sliter@dpi.wi.gov]

[Roger Kordus, Consultant: 608-267-3752


roger.kordus@dpi.wi.gov] 

[Roselynn Bittorf, Consultant: 608-267-9212

Roselynn.Bittorf@dpi.wi.gov]
[Carey Bradley, Assistant Director: 608-267-9209  

carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov]


[Bob Soldner, Director: 608-266-6968   


robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov]

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE TO THIS LISTSERV: 

To subscribe to this bulletin go to this link: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/communications/listserves/subscribe 

To unsubscribe: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/communications/listserves/unsubscribe 

PREVIOUS SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #705, October 19, 2017
2017-18 PRE-POPULATED REVENUE LIMIT WORKSHEETS: The pre-populated 2017-18 revenue limit Excel worksheets include: the October 15 Certification of General School Aid; the non-recurring revenue limit exemption for private school voucher students (Line 10.H.); and the private school special needs voucher students (Line 10.I. new for 20171-18).  For twenty-five school districts, the prior law directive to include in 2016-17 student membership (Line 6) the number of FTE students receiving a special needs private school voucher remains.

The 2017-18 Revenue Limit worksheets have been updated to incorporate these changes and can be found by going to:

1. SFS Home (http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs)

2. » Revenue Limits

3. » Final Revenue Limit Worksheets

4. » Revenue Limit Worksheets for Budget Planning (2017-18)

5. » Then select the Excel spreadsheet “2017-18 Prepopulated Revenue Limit Worksheet”

The document can be accessed directly at 2017-18 Prepopulated Revenue Limit Worksheet
(https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sfs/xls/revlim18_prepop_oct16.xlsx) 
Please remember it is a school district’s responsibility to ensure the accuracy of the revenue limit worksheet.  Pay close attention to the membership counts, particularly the 3rd Friday in September 2017 and Summer 2017 student FTE.  The SFS Team’s pre-populated worksheet includes the data available to DPI, as reported by the district.

Users are STRONGLY encouraged to frequently review/compare ALL of the fields in the DPI spreadsheet to information on file at the district. Remember that the point of the pre-populated worksheet is to show districts what our version of your revenue limit computation looks like. Its accuracy depends on correct data being on file here at the Department.

Call a SFS Finance Consultant if something appears confusing, does not look correct, or is exhibiting an unexpected result. We can assist you BEFORE your school board sets the levy.

2017 FALL LEVY REPORT OPENS ON OCTOBER 18:  The PI-401 opened on Wednesday, October 18th.  The PI-401 is due on Tuesday, November 7, 2017.  Please note this is the second year municipal clerks are required to prepare tax bills highlighting the portion of the tax levy attributed to non-recurring operating & debt referenda approved after December 31, 2014.  This information will need to be provided to the clerks in the certification process from the school district.  Department of Revenue (DOR) is responsible for implementing this law change, but the School Finance Team has worked with DOR to redesign the PI-401 form to provide the detail municipalities require in a consistent manner.

If you have refinanced referenda debt approved after December 31, 2014 and included earlier debt issuances as part of the refinance, please contact Bob Soldner at 608-266-6968 or robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov for assistance in determining the Fall 2017 levy impact.
Go to the “SFS Reporting Portals” on the SFS Team home page at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs or directly at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/reporting/safr/overview to log in and access the reports.

PI-401 NON-PERMANENT REFERENDA REPORTING: Per §74.09(3)(db) a school board is required to separately report any tax levies that exceed its annual revenue limit as a result of a successful referendum to exceed the limit on a non-permanent basis. State law requires the levies associated with all debt and non-recurring operation referendums passed after December 31, 2014 to be listed separately. The property tax bill must also include the year in which the non-permanent referendum to exceed the revenue limit no longer applies.

The year the referendum no longer applies (or expires) should be reported as the calendar year the school board no longer has the authority to levy for operations or is the year that all debt obligations have been paid off and the board no longer is required to levy.  For example, a school district has passed a three year non-recurring referendum and the third or last year is the 2018-19 school year.  You would enter “2019” for the year it expires, because the Fall 2018 is the last levy year approved by the voters.
2017-18 EQUALIZATION AID PAYMENT SCHEDULE UPDATED: The SFS Team annually posts a yearly schedule of the payment dates for state aid payments received by your district.  This is a useful document and can be accessed under “Aid Payment Information” on the SFS Team web site at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/finances/aids-register/aid-payments and selecting State Aid Payment Schedule - 2017-2018.  Or, directly at https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sfs/pdf/paysch18.pdf.

In addition, an updated 2017-18 equalization and special adjustment aids has been posted at EQ & SA Aid Payment Schedule by District. Or, directly at https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sfs/xls/Pmnt18_Publish.xlsx.

If you have questions, please contact Patricia Atkinson at 608-267-9205 or patricia.atkinson@dpi.wi.gov.  
2017-2018 WUFAR UPDATE: An update to the WUFAR effective for the 2017-18 fiscal year has been posted to the finance team’s website. A summary of changes is located in Appendix B—Revision #30. Software vendors have been notified of the changes so that may generate an update to your general ledger software. 
All information related to the “WUFAR” can be obtained directly at https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/finances/wufar/overview.   
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