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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #709, December 1, 2017
DECEMBER 4TH SCHEDULED STATE AND FEDERAL AID PAYMENTS:  As of 3:52 p.m. on December 1, 2017, the Department of Administration (DOA) has confirmed the scheduled state and federal aid payments will be made on December 4th.  Many of you have received a State of WI DOA “Payment Advice” that states the payment date will be “12/05/2017”. The Department of Administration is working to correct the error that caused the payments to be scheduled for December 5th.  Hopefully the state and federal aid payments will be received on Monday, December 4th.  In addition, DOA should be sending revised “Payment Advice” statements with the correct information.

We are sorry for the inconvenience and conflicting information.  Please consider verifying with your financial institution on December 4th that the deposits as outlined in the DPI State Aids Register (https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/finances/aids-register/aids-register-coding) have been made.  Payments that may be affected include the following:
· All State and Federal Aid, including Equalization Aid payments 

· All Food and Nutrition Services payments, including Child Care programs
2017-18 PI-1504 BUDGET REPORT AND PI-1504 SE SPECIAL EDUCATION BUDGET REPORTS DUE DATE EXTENDED TO DECEMBER 8TH:  Due to an unexpected outage of the State of Wisconsin information technology network maintained by the Department of Administration, we have extended the due date until December 8, 2017.  Technical staff report all systems issues should now be resolved. 
HIGH COST SPECIAL EDUCATION AID CLAIMS DUE DATE EXTENEDED TO DECEMBER 8th: Due to an unexpected outage of the State of Wisconsin information technology network maintained by the Department of Administration, we have extended the due date until December 8, 2017.  Technical staff report all systems issues should now be resolved. 
This program provides additional special education aid to Wisconsin school districts, independent (2r) charter schools, CESAs or CCDEBs.  An LEA providing F.A.P.E is eligible for aid when a student with disabilities has actual, additional, non-administrative costs of special education and related services in excess of $30,000, after certain reimbursements are excluded. 
Claims are submitted through the Special Education team's web portal. Information is available at: https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/aid/special-ed/high-cost.
WISEDATA SNAPSHOT DELAYED UNTIL DECEMBER 12TH: Due to an unexpected outage of the State of Wisconsin information technology network maintained by the Department of Administration, DPI has moved the WISEdata snapshot to December 12, 2017. Technical staff report all systems issues should now be resolved. 
The previously scheduled December 5th WISEdata snapshot has been moved to December 12th.  
If you have questions concerning the snapshot delay, please contact Kurt Kiefer, Assistant State Superintendent of the Division for Libraries and Technology, at Kurt.Kiefer@dpi.wi.gov or 608-266-2205. 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

[December 1:  2016-17 Audited Financial Statements Due]
[December 8: 2017-18 Budget Reports PI-1504 and PI-1504 Special Education Due] 
[December 12: WISEdata Snapshot] 
UPCOMING WASBO [https://www.wasbo.com] and WASDA [http://www.wasda.org] WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES:

[November 15:  WASBO CSRM, Administering School Risks, Pewaukee]

[November 16:  WASBO CSRM Continuing Education Credit, Workers' Compensation, Pewaukee]

[December 5:  WASBO Winter at a Glance, Middleton]

[December 6-7:  WASBO & WASPA School Personnel Academy, Middleton] 

SCHOOL FINANCE CONTACTS:

[Gene Fornecker, Auditor: 608-267-7882 


eugene.fornecker@dpi.wi.gov]

[Brian Kahl, Auditor: 
608-266-3862



brian.kahl@dpi.wi.gov]

[Terry Casper, Accountant: 608-267-9218


terry.casper@dpi.wi.gov]


[Patricia Atkinson, Accountant: 608-267-9205

patricia.atkinson@dpi.wi.gov]
[Bruce Anderson, Consultant: 608-267-9707 

bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov]

[Derek Sliter, Consultant: 608-266-3464


derek.sliter@dpi.wi.gov]

[Roger Kordus, Consultant: 608-267-3752


roger.kordus@dpi.wi.gov] 

[Roselynn Bittorf, Consultant: 608-267-9212

Roselynn.Bittorf@dpi.wi.gov]
[Carey Bradley, Assistant Director: 608-267-9209  

carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov]


[Bob Soldner, Director: 608-266-6968   


robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov]

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE TO THIS LISTSERV: 

To subscribe to this bulletin go to this link: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/communications/listserves/subscribe 

To unsubscribe: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/communications/listserves/unsubscribe 

PREVIOUS SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #708, November 16, 2017
2017-18 TAX LEVY REPORTS:  We have updated the Fall 2017 school district tax levy, property value and mill rate information at: 

1.  SFS Home (http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs)  

2. » Statistical
3. » Basic Facts About Wisconsin Elementary and Secondary Schools
4. » Wisconsin School District Taxes and Levy Rates

Or, directly at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/statistical/basic-facts/district-tax-levy-rates.

UPDATE -- ENERGY EFFCIENCY EXEMPTION (EEE) TO THE REVENUE LIMIT:  Per 2017 Wisconsin Act 59 (2017-19 Budget), school boards are prohibited from adopting a resolution to utilize the Energy Efficiency Exemption to the revenue limit after December 31, 2017, through December 3018. 
School Boards have the authority to adopt EEE resolutions after October 1, 2017 and before January 1, 2018 that are applicable beginning in 2018-19 and thereafter.

Districts are reminded to consider the requirements of Wisconsin Statute §121.91(4)(o) regarding the use of this exemption.  Exemptions are limited to:

1.
Costs for project(s) to implement energy efficiency measures or to purchase energy efficiency products, including the payment of debt service on a bond or note issued, or a state trust fund loan obtained, to finance the project;

2.
Projects resulting in the avoidance of, or reduction in, energy costs or operational costs; 

3.
Project(s) governed by a performance contract entered into under s. 66.0133;

4.
The bond or note issued or state trust fund loan obtained to finance the project is issued for a term not exceeding 20 years. 

A School Board must enter into a performance contract before passing a resolution. The contract should provide the information necessary to complete a resolution. Administrative Rule PI-15 provides a sample resolution containing the information considered by the Board before entering into the performance contract. A sample data reporting table is found at https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/limits/exemptions/overview. 

A School Board may issue debt after December 31, 2017, to fund the energy efficiency exemption project(s) that were approved by the School Board prior to December 31, 2017.

Under current law resolutions may not be passed after December 31, 2017. This includes changes to any existing resolutions. Districts considering one year operating exemptions in 2018-19 and beyond should consider the potential consequences of the inability to change the resolution after December 31, 2017.  We are seeking further interpretation of the law related to resolutions for refinancing debt and will share any new information and/or interpretation when available.

Resolutions are to be submitted to the department within two weeks of passage by going to the SAFR Reporting Portal at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/reporting/safr/overview and log into your district account.  Go to “Financial Data Home” and select “Energy Efficiency Resolution Reporting”.  At the top of the page select “Add a new Referendum or Energy Efficiency Resolution”. 

Please contact Roger Kordus at 608-267-3752 or roger.kordus@dpi.wi.gov with questions.

2017 CALENDER YEAR-END PAYMENT PROCESSING SCHEDULE:  During December each year the state shuts down processing of payments for two weeks.  To assist you in planning for this shutdown the following schedule provides payment processing through the end of the 2017 calendar year.

DUE TO FORMATTING ISSUES WITHIN EMAIL SYSTEM PLEASE GO TO THE SFS WEB SITE AND ACCESS “2017” LISTSERVES AND SELECT “SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #708, November 16, 2017” to view the table at:
1. School Financial Services (http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs)  
2. Calendars and Communications
3. SFS Information Bulletin Listserv
4. Select “2017”
2017 Year-End Payment Processing Schedule
	Week Start Date 
	Food Nutrition Service Payment Processing Date
	Aids and Grant Payment Processing Date
	Voucher Date
	ACH Deposit Date

	Sunday, November 12th
	Tuesday, November 14th
	Wednesday, November 15th
	Thursday, November 16th
	Monday, November 27th

	Sunday, November 19th
	Tuesday, November 21st
	Wednesday, November 22nd
	Wednesday, November 22nd
	Monday, December 4th

	Sunday, November 26th
	Tuesday, November 28th
	Wednesday, November 29th
	Thursday, November 30th
	Monday, December 11th

	Sunday, December 3rd
	Tuesday, December 5th
	Wednesday, December 6th
	Thursday, December 7th
	Monday, December 18th

	Sunday, December 10th
	Tuesday, December 12th
	Wednesday, December 13th
	Thursday, December 14th
	Tuesday, December 26th (Bank Holiday on Monday)

	Sunday, December 17th
	NO PAYMENT PROCESSING THIS WEEK

	Sunday, December 24th
	NO PAYMENT PROCESSING THIS WEEK

	Sunday, December 31st
	Tuesday, 

January 2nd
	Wednesday, January 3rd
	Thursday, 

January 4th
	Tuesday, 

January 16th
(Bank Holiday on Monday)


SPECIAL EDUCATION AID PAYMENT INFORMATION: Amounts for the November 20, 2017 payment of Special Education and School-Age Parents categorical aid, the first payment of the year, have been determined. This year’s November through March interim payments will use a proration rate of 25.70 percent. A slightly lower rate is used for these payments to avoid overpayment; the final payment in June 2018 will reflect each LEA’s full aid eligibility at the year’s final proration rate. 
Payment worksheets can be found on the SFS Team web site at:

1. School Financial Services (http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs)
2. State and Federal Aid
3. Special Education Aids
4. Special Ed & School-Age Parents Aid
5. Payment Worksheets
Or, directly at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/aid/special-ed/sped-sap/worksheets
Once on the page, go to the section:

2017- 2018 Categorical Aid Computation and Payment
· Macro-enabled format (.xlsm) - LEAs update together on worksheet tabs (11/7/2017) 

· Standard format (.xlsx) - LEA selected separately on each worksheet tab (11/7/2017)

· Raw data (.xlsx) - No Pivot Tables or other advanced functionality--must be filtered manually (11/7/2017)

Contact Roselynn Bittorf at Roselynn.Bittorf@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9212 with questions.

2017-18 ADJUSTMENTS TO STATE AID PAYMENTS: State law directs school district state aid payments to be withheld in full or in part for a variety of reasons, including projected net negative regular and special education Open Enrollment and Tuition Waivers, Wisconsin and Racine Parental Choice Program (WPCP/RPCP) deductions for private school vouchers, Special Needs Scholarship Program (SNSP) deductions for private school special education vouchers, and the Challenge Academy deductions. The Actual and Projected State Aid Adjustments workbook details the current estimates of these adjustments and identifies the actual and projected withholdings from state aid payments.  The workbook is intended to explain differences between districts anticipated state aids and the amount actually paid, if any, as well as to project future state aid adjustments for cash flow planning purposes.  The workbook is based on the best currently available information, which is subject to change, and therefore this workbook will be updated periodically throughout the year.

The Actual and Projected State Aid Adjustments workbook can be found on the SFS Team web site: 
1. School Financial Services (http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs)
2. Accounting, Auditing & Financial Management
3. Aid Payments
4. Aid Payment Adjustments
Or, directly at: https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/finances/aids-register/aid-payment-adj-exp.

Once on the page, go to the section:

Actual and Projected State Aid Adjustments
2017-18 Actual and Projected State Aid Adjustments - As of November 15, 2017
If you have questions, please contact Patricia Atkinson at 608-267-9205 or patricia.atkinson@dpi.wi.gov or Terry Casper at 608-267-9218 or terry.casper@dpi.wi.gov.

GENERAL SCHOOL AID DEDUCTIONS – INDEPENDENT CHARTER SCHOOLS (2R):  The deduction for the Independent Charter School Program (Line H3 for Equalization aid and Line I2B for Special Adjustment Aid, Intra-district Aid, and Inter-district Aid) is on the SFS Team page as part of Excel Oct 15th certification: 

1. School Financial Services (http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs)  
2. State and Federal Aid
3. General Aid
4. Equalization Aid
5. General Aid Worksheets - Current and Historical 
Or, directly at https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/aid/general/equalization/worksheets-general-aid.

Once on this page, go to the section: 

2017-2018 October 15 Certification of General Aid Worksheet

· October 15 Aid Certification Worksheet - One Excel file contains all districts. Use the pulldown menu to select district.

· Explanation of Lines H & I on the 2017-18 October 15 Aid Certification Worksheet
If you have questions, please contact Derek Sliter at 608-266-3464 or derek.sliter@dpi.wi.gov.
GENERAL SCHOOL AID DEDUCTIONS – PRIVATE SCHOOL VOUCHERS:  The private school voucher deductions (regular education is Line 10.H. and special needs vouchers is Line 10.I.) is on a district’s revenue limit worksheet.

The 2017-18 Revenue Limit worksheets have been updated to incorporate these changes and can be found by going to:

1. SFS Home (http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs)

2. » Revenue Limits

3. » Final Revenue Limit Worksheets

4. » Revenue Limit Worksheets for Budget Planning (2017-18)

5. » Then select the Excel spreadsheet “2017-18 Prepopulated Revenue Limit Worksheet”

The document can be accessed directly at https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/limits/worksheets/revenue under the heading:

2017-2018 Revenue Limit Worksheets
· 2017-18 Prepopulated Revenue Limit Worksheet - as of November 8, 2017. October 15 Aid Certification, Wisconsin Parental Choice, Racine Parental Choice and Special Needs Scholarship figures have been populated.
If you have questions, please contact Derek Sliter at 608-266-3464 or derek.sliter@dpi.wi.gov. 
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