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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #712, January 13, 2018
2017-18 MEMBERSHIP RECONCILIATION: The School Financial Services (SFS) Team has developed a new online presentation to assist districts in completing their PI-1563 September/PI-1563 January Membership count reconciliation report.  This new tool contains both narrative information as well as 2 short instructional videos that walk viewers through an easy example as well as 5 more difficult situations that a district might encounter while completing this student reconciliation report. 
The training has been designed to be viewed one section at a time in any order.  If you only have a few minutes to spare in your busy schedule, you can view one section and come back later to complete the training.  In total, all eight sections can be viewed in about 30 minutes.
Remember that the reconciliation report is required, but cannot be completed until the district submits their January PI-1563 Report in SAFR. This is a must-see presentation if you are new to this process! It is a recommended viewing if you have completed this process before! 

The new training tool and videos have been uploaded to the SFS Team web under Membership Information and Reporting (https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/children/enrollment/membership-info-reporting) and go to the Section “Reconciliation of Pupil Counts” and select the Pupil Count Reconciliation link (https://media.dpi.wi.gov/sfs/pupil-count-reconciliation/index.html) for the new training.
The following steps will allow you to access the new training tool.
1. School Financial Services (https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs) 
2. Counting Children
3. Pupil Count PI-1563
4. Membership Information and Reporting (https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/children/enrollment/membership-info-reporting) 
5. Go to the Section “Reconciliation of Pupil Counts”
6. Select the Pupil Count Reconciliation link (https://media.dpi.wi.gov/sfs/pupil-count-reconciliation/index.html) for the new training.
Please contact Bruce Anderson (bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9707) or Roger Kordus (608-267-3752 or roger.kordus@dpi.wi.gov) if you have any questions.
2018-19 PRE-POPULATED REVENUE LIMIT and BASE DATA: The preliminary 2018-19 Revenue Limit blank executable and pre-populated worksheets have been updated and are available on the School Financial Services website under

1. SFS Home (http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs)  

2. » Revenue Limits
3. » Final Revenue Limit Worksheets
4. » Revenue Limit Worksheets for Budget Planning (2017-18 and 2018-19)
Or, directly at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/limits/worksheets/revenue and select the 
2018-19 Prepopulated Revenue Limit Worksheet - as of January 4, 2018. The Excel file is at https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sfs/xls/revlim19_prepop_jan4.xlsx.

Remember that the prepopulated Excel spreadsheet is NOT live-linked to a back-end data server. Data changes made in the SAFR applications will not appear here until a revised prepopulated worksheet is uploaded. The "Data as of" indicator will show the time/date the data was last loaded.

THE CALCULATION METHODOLOGY USED IN THE 2018-19 PRE-POPULATED WORKSHEET REFLECTS CURRENT LAW. Note that this calculation may be altered as we move through the upcoming legislative session. Revisit the pre-populated worksheets to check for changes.

At this time, the 2018-19 worksheet contains ONLY (Line 1) base computation, (Lines 2 & 6) membership numbers for 2015, 2016, 2017 (unaudited), and any Referenda or Energy Efficiency exemptions currently entered into the SAFR Reporting Portal. Other than those districts eligible for High Poverty Aid (Line 12.B.), no other fields contain data. Always be mindful of the “as of” date which indicates when the data was extracted from the database.

The 2018-19 numbers are preliminary and based on the district's 2017-18 computation. Any change to a district’s 2017-18 Revenue Limit computation may affect what the district’s 2018-19 computation looks like. The SFS Team will update with new information as available.

Please contact a School Finance Consultant if you have questions or your records do not match what you see here.

2018-19 REVENUE LIMIT CHANGE RELATED TO STATE AID FOR EXEMPT COMPUTERS:  The 2018-2019 worksheet has been modified for the change in State Aid for Exempt Computers.  State Aid for Exempt Computers has been moved from Line 17 to Line 12C.  Line 17 (previously State Aid for Exempt Computers) and Line 18 (previously Fund 10 levy) have been removed, the Fund 10 Levy is now Line 14A.
Please contact Derek Sliter at Derek.Sliter@dpi.wi.gov or 608-266-3464 with questions.

2017-18 ADJUSTMENTS TO STATE AID PAYMENTS: State law directs school district state aid payments to be withheld in full or in part for a variety of reasons, including projected net negative regular and special education Open Enrollment and Tuition Waivers, Wisconsin and Racine Parental Choice Program (WPCP/RPCP) deductions for private school vouchers, Special Needs Scholarship Program (SNSP) deductions for private school special education vouchers, and the Challenge Academy deductions. The Actual and Projected State Aid Adjustments workbook details the current estimates of these adjustments and identifies the actual and projected withholdings from state aid payments.  The workbook is intended to explain differences between districts anticipated state aids and the amount actually paid, if any, as well as to project future state aid adjustments for cash flow planning purposes.  The workbook is based on the best currently available information, which is subject to change, and therefore this workbook will be updated periodically throughout the year.

The Actual and Projected State Aid Adjustments workbook can be found on the SFS Team web site: 

1. School Financial Services (http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs)
2. Accounting, Auditing & Financial Management
3. Aid Payments
4. Aid Payment Adjustments (https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/finances/aids-register/aid-payment-adj-exp)
Once on the page, go to the section:

Actual and Projected State Aid Adjustments

2017-18 Actual and Projected State Aid Adjustments - As of December 27, 2017
Or, access the Excel file directly at https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sfs/xls/ActualAndProjectedAidAdjustment_12-27-17_Publish%20.xls 
If you have questions, please contact Patricia Atkinson at 608-267-9205 or patricia.atkinson@dpi.wi.gov or Terry Casper at 608-267-9218 or terry.casper@dpi.wi.gov.

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

[January 12: 2nd Friday in January Pupil Count Date] 

[January 12: PI-1563 January Pupil Count Report Open]

[January 26: PI-1563 January Pupil Count Report Due]

UPCOMING WASBO [https://www.wasbo.com] and WASDA [http://www.wasda.org] WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES:

[January 16-19: State Education Convention, Milwaukee]
[February 26-27:  Federal Funding Conference, at Kalahari Resort & Conference Center in Wisconsin Dells – Register at WASBO.com/federalfunding] 
SCHOOL FINANCE CONTACTS:

[Gene Fornecker, Auditor: 608-267-7882 


eugene.fornecker@dpi.wi.gov]

[Brian Kahl, Auditor: 
608-266-3862



brian.kahl@dpi.wi.gov]

[Terry Casper, Accountant: 608-267-9218


terry.casper@dpi.wi.gov]


[Patricia Atkinson, Accountant: 608-267-9205

patricia.atkinson@dpi.wi.gov]
[Bruce Anderson, Consultant: 608-267-9707 

bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov]

[Derek Sliter, Consultant: 608-266-3464


derek.sliter@dpi.wi.gov]

[Roger Kordus, Consultant: 608-267-3752


roger.kordus@dpi.wi.gov] 

[Roselynn Bittorf, Consultant: 608-267-9212

Roselynn.Bittorf@dpi.wi.gov]
[Carey Bradley, Assistant Director: 608-267-9209  

carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov]


[Bob Soldner, Director: 608-266-6968   


robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov]

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE TO THIS LISTSERV: 

To subscribe to this bulletin go to this link: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/communications/listserves/subscribe 

To unsubscribe: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/communications/listserves/unsubscribe 

PREVIOUS SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #711, January 10, 2018
PI-1563 JANUARY PUPIL COUNT REPORT: The next pupil count date is Friday, January 12, 2018.  The report is due Friday, January 26, 2018.  A district that fails to submit the report by the due date will automatically receive a 2017-18 membership audit. General information about school finance related student counts can be found at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/children/enrollment/overview.  

Questions about the report should be submitted to Bruce Anderson (bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9707) or Roger Kordus (608-267-3752 or roger.kordus@dpi.wi.gov)

It is important to remind your school building administration and secretaries that the PI-1563 January count report is separate and, in addition to, the WISEdata January pupil count information.  The 2nd Friday in January is a pupil count date that impacts many programs, including the calculation of general school aids. The PI-1563 (the school finance pupil report) can be adjusted over a period of months to impact state school aids.  Student information submitted via WISEdata has different and unique reporting requirements.

Each district is encouraged to complete the PI-1563 Pupil Count Report Workbook Form (For Draft Use) before attempting to complete the PI 1563 portal. A link to this spreadsheet can be found under “Guidelines for Counting” on the Membership Information and Reporting page at https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/children/enrollment/membership-info-reporting#.  

Or, directly at https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sfs/xls/pi1563-worksheet-v3-01-10-18.xls 

For school finance purposes ONLY (reported via the PI-1563 January pupil report), if your district is unable to hold school on January 12, a request for an alternative pupil count date may be submitted to the State Superintendent (sec. 121.05(3), Wis. Stats.).  Send your request by e-mail to Bruce Anderson at bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov. Please specify the alternative date that you are requesting.  In most circumstances, the date should be either the Thursday before, or the Monday after, the Friday count date.

REPORTING REQUIRMENTS FOR DISTRICTS WITH REFERENDUMS TO EXCEED REVENUE LIMITS:  Within 10 days of adoption of a referendum question the school board shall provide to the department a signed copy of the resolution and scheduled date of the referendum.  Within 10 days after the election, the district should scan and e-mail, fax or send a paper copy of the Board of Canvassers Report to roger.kordus@dpi.wi.gov or fax to 608-266-2840.  

For directions on how to report go to “Reporting the Upcoming Referendum and Results of a Referendum to DPI” at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/reporting/safr/referendum/overview.  

Please record information in the reporting portal (SAFR at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/reporting/safr/overview).

If you have questions about this reporting requirement, please contact Roger Kordus at 608-267-3752 or roger.kordus@dpi.wi.gov.

NEW YEAR REMINDER – PI-1500 CONTACTS REPORT:  The PI-1500 is part of the Status & Due Dates chart within the SAFR portal.  However, the PI-1500 operates outside of the standard financial reports within the portal.  When you update the PI-1500 Contacts Report, it does not connect back with the Status & Due Dates chart, thus it remains in “Prerequisite” status and highlighted in blue.  We include the PI-1500 Contacts Report within the Status & Due Dates chart as a gentle reminder for you to check in on a regular basis. 
Please call Bruce Anderson at 608-267-9707 if you have additional questions. 
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