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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #716, March 2, 2018

2018-19 SCHOOL LEVEL EXPENDITURE REPORTING REQUIREMENTS – FINANCIAL TRANSPARENCY:  The SFS Team presented at the Federal Funding Conference on February 26th and the presentation can be found at https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/outreach/team-presentations  under “2018 Wisconsin Federal Funding Conference (February 26-27)”. Select “2018-19 School Level Expenditure Reporting Requirements under ESSA” for the PowerPoint presentation.
The SFS Team will also be presenting new information at the WASBO Accounting Conference on March 14 and March 15.  If you’d like to attend, go to https://www.wasbo.com/wasbo/accounting to register.
Under federal law (ESSA), Local Education Agencies (LEAs) are required to report per-pupil expenditures, including actual personnel and non-personnel expenditures, for each school and each LEA.  The per-pupil expenditures will be disaggregated by two fund sources:  1) federal; and 2) a combined state and local.  The Department of Public Instruction (DPI) is currently working to develop new budget and annual reports to allow LEAs to submit this information for the 2018-19 school year.

Current state law requires only district level budget and actual expenditures and revenue information to be reported. The School Financial Services (SFS) Team continues to work with both our district partners and other DPI staff to design a new 2018-19 budget report.

The current timeline includes school districts submitting a new 2018-19 budget with details by school location.  This new school level budget report will be due in December 2018 (the same day as the existing district level PI-1504 Budget Report).  In addition, the 2018-19 annual report will include school level expenditures reported to DPI in September 2019. As directed by federal law, these new school level expenditures will be published on the DPI web site in June 2020.

TITLE IV-A 2017-18 ALLOCATIONS:  The Title IV-A grant application recently went live in WISEgrants. The Title IV-A allocations are located at https://dpi.wi.gov/titleiva/district-funding-allocations as well as in WISEgrants. The WUFAR source code is 730 and the WUFAR project code is 381 for Title IV-A. Additional information on Title IV, Part A can be found on the DPI website at: https://dpi.wi.gov/titleiva. 

If you have questions regarding Title IV-A please contact:

Safe and Healthy Students (4108)

Emily Holder, Education Consultant, emily.holder@dpi.wi.gov
Effective Use of Technology (4109)

Janice Mertes, Assistant Director Digital Learning,  janice.mertes@dpi.wi.gov
SCHOOL MANAGEMENT SERVICES TEAM – ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OPENING:
The position announcement for the Assistant Director for the School Management Services team (Kathy Guralski’s current position) is posted at http://wisc.jobs/public/job_view.asp?annoid=94202&jobid=93716&org=255&class=59540&index=true.  
The deadline to apply is March 5, 2018.
UPCOMING EVENTS: 

[May 1, 2018: For Certain Districts the 2017-18 Student Membership Audits are Due]

UPCOMING WASBO [https://www.wasbo.com] and WASDA [http://www.wasda.org] WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES:

[March 14-15:  WASBO Accounting Conference, at Madison Marriott West located at 1313 John Q Hammons Drive, Middleton – Register at https://www.wasbo.com/wasbo/accounting]   
SCHOOL FINANCE CONTACTS:

[Gene Fornecker, Auditor: 608-267-7882 


eugene.fornecker@dpi.wi.gov]

[Brian Kahl, Auditor: 
608-266-3862



brian.kahl@dpi.wi.gov]

[Terry Casper, Accountant: 608-267-9218


terry.casper@dpi.wi.gov]


[Patricia Atkinson, Accountant: 608-267-9205

patricia.atkinson@dpi.wi.gov]
[Bruce Anderson, Consultant: 608-267-9707 

bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov]

[Derek Sliter, Consultant: 608-266-3464


derek.sliter@dpi.wi.gov]

[Roger Kordus, Consultant: 608-267-3752


roger.kordus@dpi.wi.gov] 

[Roselynn Bittorf, Consultant: 608-267-9212

roselynn.bittorf@dpi.wi.gov]
[Carey Bradley, Assistant Director: 608-267-9209  

carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov]


[Bob Soldner, Director: 608-266-6968   


robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov]

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE TO THIS LISTSERV: 

To subscribe to this bulletin go to this link: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/communications/listserves/subscribe 

To unsubscribe: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/communications/listserves/unsubscribe 

PREVIOUS SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #715, February 5, 2018

2018-19 SCHOOL LEVEL EXPENDITURE REPORTING REQUIREMENTS – FINANCIAL TRANSPARENCY: Under federal law (ESSA), Local Education Agencies (LEAs) are required to report per-pupil expenditures, including actual personnel and non-personnel expenditures, for each school and each LEA.  The per-pupil expenditures will be disaggregated by two fund sources:  1) federal; and 2) a combined state and local.  The Department of Public Instruction (DPI) is currently working to develop new budget and annual reports to allow LEAs to submit this information for the 2018-19 school year.

Current state law requires only district level budget and actual expenditures and revenue information to be reported. The School Financial Services (SFS) Team continues to work with both our district partners and other DPI staff to design a new 2018-19 budget report.

The current timeline includes school districts submitting a new 2018-19 budget with details by school location.  This new school level budget report will be due December 1, 2018 (the same day as the existing district level PI-1504 Budget Report).  In addition, the 2018-19 annual report will include school level expenditures reported to DPI in September 2019. As directed by federal law, these new school level expenditures will be published on the DPI web site in June 2020.

The SFS Team will be presenting on this project over the next few months and we will continue to update you as the new 2018-19 budget report is developed. 
REFERENDA (OPERATIONS OR TO ISSUE DEBT) LIMITATIONS TO EXCEED REVENUE LIMITS:  2017 Act 59 (2017-19 Biennial Budget) limits a school board to approving no more than two board resolutions authorizing referendums (operations or to issue debt) to exceed a district’s state imposed revenue limit per calendar year. In addition, with one exception, the two referendums/ballot questions can only be held on the regularly scheduled Spring or Fall election days.  The exception is if a school district has experienced a natural disaster it may hold a special referendum within the six-month period following the natural disaster, but no sooner than 70 days after the adoption of the resolution (not to be subject to the scheduling restrictions described above).  
These new limitations apply to school board resolutions beginning on January 1, 2018. The 2018 regularly scheduled election days are:

Spring 2018 Election

Spring Primary: February 20, 2018
Spring Election: April 3, 2018
Fall 2018 General Election

Partisan Primary: Tuesday, August 14, 2018
General Election: Tuesday, November 6, 2018

In other words, these new limitations (beginning on January 1, 2018) apply to both: 

(1) the timing of the vote on the questions to be the regularly scheduled Spring and Fall election days (exception for a natural disaster); and 

(2) limiting school boards to approving up to two referendums/ballot questions per calendar year.    

These limitations on the ability of a school board to ask voters to exceed state imposed revenue limits prohibit a board from passing more than two resolutions per calendar year.  A resolution (for operations or to issue debt) results in a referendum/ballot question that the voter is asked to approve or deny.  
If you have questions about these new limitations on school referenda, please contact Roger Kordus at 608-267-3752 or roger.kordus@dpi.wi.gov.
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