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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #717, March 23, 2018

NEW STATE AID and GRANT PROGRAMS CREATED UNDER 2017 Act 59 (2017-2019 STATE BUDGET):  Governor Walker signed the 2017-19 biennial budget bill into law on September 21, 2017 as 2017 Wisconsin Act 59.  The Department of Public Instruction has created a new page to share information with districts and schools about the status of these new programs: https://dpi.wi.gov/policy-budget/2017-19-biennial-budget-new-state-aid-and-grant-programs.  

This page provides information pertaining to several new state categorical aid programs and grant opportunities for K-12 schools created under Act 59, including anticipated processes and timelines, and where to find more information about the new programs.

This page will be updated as new information becomes available (most recent update: March 21, 2018).

2018-19 SCHOOL LEVEL EXPENDITURE REPORTING REQUIREMENTS – FINANCIAL TRANSPARENCY:  The SFS Team presented at the WASBO Accounting Conference and the presentation can be found at https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/outreach/team-presentations  under “2018 Accounting Conference (March 14-15)”. Select “School Level Details 2018” for the PowerPoint presentation.
Under federal law (ESSA), Local Education Agencies (LEAs) are required to report per-pupil expenditures, including actual personnel and non-personnel expenditures, for each school and each LEA.  The per-pupil expenditures will be disaggregated by two fund sources:  1) federal; and 2) a combined state and local.  The Department of Public Instruction (DPI) is currently working to develop new budget and annual reports to allow LEAs to submit this information for the 2018-19 school year.

Current state law requires only district level budget and actual expenditures and revenue information to be reported. The School Financial Services (SFS) Team continues to work with both our district partners and other DPI staff to design a new 2018-19 budget report.

The current timeline includes school districts submitting a new 2018-19 budget with details by school location.  This new school level budget report will be due in December 2018 (the same day as the existing district level PI-1504 Budget Report).  In addition, the 2018-19 annual report will include school level expenditures reported to DPI in September 2019. As directed by federal law, these new school level expenditures will be published on the DPI web site in June 2020.
SPARSITY AID INCREASE TO $400 PER MEMBER – 2018-19: Beginning with Sparsity Aid payments for the 2018-19 year (distributed in September 2018), eligible districts will receive $400 per member. 2017 Wisconsin Act 141 increased the per member amount from $300 to $400.  In addition, $6,454,600 was added to the appropriation under section 20.255(2)(ae) to account for the Sparsity Aid payment increase. No other changes to eligibility were made.

REVENUE LIMIT – 2018-19 LOW REVENUE INCREASE: With specific limitations tied to successful referenda to exceed revenue limits, 2017 Wisconsin Act 141 has increased the low revenue ceiling per member to $9,400 in 2018-19, $9,500 in 2019-20, $9,600 in 2020-2021, $9,700 in 2021-22, and $9,800 for 2022-23 and any subsequent year.  The low revenue per member increase is contingent on the following:
· If a district fails to pass an operating referendum (recurring or nonrecurring) during 2015-16, 2016-17, or 2017-18, the Low Revenue Ceiling is $9,100 for the three years following the failed referendum.

· If the district subsequently passed an operating referendum during 2015-16, 2016-17, or 2017-18, or passes an operating referendum during the 2018-19 school year, the $9,100 Low Revenue Ceiling does not apply; rather, the higher ceiling amounts outlined above will apply.

· If a district failed to pass both an operating referendum and a debt referendum for the purpose of constructing a new school building in 2017-18, they are eligible for the $9,400 Low Revenue Ceiling in 2018-19.

· If a district fails to pass a recurring or nonrecurring referendum during 2018-19 or after, for three years following the failed referendum the Low Revenue Ceiling amount is the amount from the year the referendum was failed.

· If the district subsequently passes an operating referendum, the three year freeze of the Low Revenue Ceiling is removed, first effective the year after passage of the referendum.

· If a district has failed an operating referendum previously, and is therefore subject to the three year freeze on the Low Revenue Ceiling threshold, the school board may go to referendum to seek approval from voters to utilize the higher Low Revenue Ceiling amounts, as specified in Act 141.

· The referendum must specify which fiscal year or years they are asking to increase the Low Revenue Ceiling. 

After the April 3, 2018 elections, the SFS Team will publish a list of districts we believe are impacted by these 2017 Act 141 changes.
2018-19 STATE AID FOR EXEMPT COMPUTERS: The amount of the 2018-19 State Aid for Exempt Computers will be the 2017-18 State Aid for Exempt Computers amount received in July 2018 multiplied by the one plus the Consumer Price Index for the 12 months ending September 30, 2018.  The Consumer Price Index for the 12 months ending September 30, 2018, is not scheduled to be released until October 11, 2018, so we cannot estimate the 2018-19 State Aid for Exempt Computers at this time.
Please contact Derek Sliter at derek.sliter@dpi.wi.gov or 608-266-3464 if you have questions.

WUFAR CODING CHANGES for TECHNOLOGY -- EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2018:  The SFS Team is finalizing the new WUFAR coding related to technology costs as required by the US Census Bureau.  These changes will be effective as of July 1, 2018. The SFS website will be updated by April 18 and we will send a listserv with the updated links at that time. We appreciate your patience as we complete the review of the related account information and we ask that you hold any questions until after the final information is published in mid-April.

The PowerPoint presentation from the WASBO Accounting Conference has been posted to our Website and is available at https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/outreach/team-presentations#event-4 by selecting “Technology Coding Update 2018.”
2017-18 ADJUSTMENTS TO STATE AID PAYMENTS: State law directs school district state aid payments to be withheld in full or in part for a variety of reasons, including projected net negative regular and special education Open Enrollment and Tuition Waivers, Wisconsin and Racine Parental Choice Program (WPCP/RPCP) deductions for private school vouchers, Special Needs Scholarship Program (SNSP) deductions for private school special education vouchers, and the Challenge Academy deductions. The Actual and Projected State Aid Adjustments workbook details the current estimates of these adjustments and identifies the actual and projected withholdings from state aid payments.  The workbook is intended to explain differences between districts anticipated state aids and the amount actually paid, if any, as well as to project future state aid adjustments for cash flow planning purposes.  The workbook is based on the best currently available information, which is subject to change, and therefore this workbook will be updated periodically throughout the year.

The Actual and Projected State Aid Adjustments workbook can be found on the SFS Team web site: 

1. School Financial Services (http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs)
2. Accounting, Auditing & Financial Management
3. Aid Payments
4. Aid Payment Adjustments (https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/finances/aids-register/aid-payment-adj-exp)
5. Once on the page, go to the section:
Actual and Projected State Aid Adjustments
2017-18 Actual and Projected State Aid Adjustments - As of March 09, 2018
Or, access the Excel file directly at https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sfs/xls/actualandprojectedaidadjustment_03-09-18_publish.xls 
If you have questions, please contact Patricia Atkinson at 608-267-9205 or patricia.atkinson@dpi.wi.gov or Terry Casper at 608-267-9218 or terry.casper@dpi.wi.gov.

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

[May 1, 2018: For Certain Districts the 2017-18 Student Membership Audits are Due]

UPCOMING WASBO [https://www.wasbo.com] and WASDA [http://www.wasda.org] WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES:

[May 17-18:  WASBO Spring Conference, at Kalahari Resort & Conference Center in Wisconsin Dells – Register at https://wasbo.com/spring.  

SCHOOL FINANCE CONTACTS:

[Gene Fornecker, Auditor: 608-267-7882 


eugene.fornecker@dpi.wi.gov]

[Brian Kahl, Auditor: 
608-266-3862



brian.kahl@dpi.wi.gov]

[Terry Casper, Accountant: 608-267-9218


terry.casper@dpi.wi.gov]


[Patricia Atkinson, Accountant: 608-267-9205

patricia.atkinson@dpi.wi.gov]
[Bruce Anderson, Consultant: 608-267-9707 

bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov]

[Derek Sliter, Consultant: 608-266-3464


derek.sliter@dpi.wi.gov]

[Roger Kordus, Consultant: 608-267-3752


roger.kordus@dpi.wi.gov] 

[Roselynn Bittorf, Consultant: 608-267-9212

roselynn.bittorf@dpi.wi.gov]
[Carey Bradley, Assistant Director: 608-267-9209  

carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov]


[Bob Soldner, Director: 608-266-6968   


robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov]

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE TO THIS LISTSERV: 

To subscribe to this bulletin go to this link: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/communications/listserves/subscribe 

To unsubscribe: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/communications/listserves/unsubscribe 

PREVIOUS SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #716, March 2, 2018

2018-19 SCHOOL LEVEL EXPENDITURE REPORTING REQUIREMENTS – FINANCIAL TRANSPARENCY:  The SFS Team presented at the Federal Funding Conference on February 26th and the presentation can be found at https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/outreach/team-presentations  under “2018 Wisconsin Federal Funding Conference (February 26-27)”. Select “2018-19 School Level Expenditure Reporting Requirements under ESSA” for the PowerPoint presentation.
The SFS Team will also be presenting new information at the WASBO Accounting Conference on March 14 and March 15.  If you’d like to attend, go to https://www.wasbo.com/wasbo/accounting to register.
Under federal law (ESSA), Local Education Agencies (LEAs) are required to report per-pupil expenditures, including actual personnel and non-personnel expenditures, for each school and each LEA.  The per-pupil expenditures will be disaggregated by two fund sources:  1) federal; and 2) a combined state and local.  The Department of Public Instruction (DPI) is currently working to develop new budget and annual reports to allow LEAs to submit this information for the 2018-19 school year.

Current state law requires only district level budget and actual expenditures and revenue information to be reported. The School Financial Services (SFS) Team continues to work with both our district partners and other DPI staff to design a new 2018-19 budget report.

The current timeline includes school districts submitting a new 2018-19 budget with details by school location.  This new school level budget report will be due in December 2018 (the same day as the existing district level PI-1504 Budget Report).  In addition, the 2018-19 annual report will include school level expenditures reported to DPI in September 2019. As directed by federal law, these new school level expenditures will be published on the DPI web site in June 2020.

TITLE IV-A 2017-18 ALLOCATIONS:  The Title IV-A grant application recently went live in WISEgrants. The Title IV-A allocations are located at https://dpi.wi.gov/titleiva/district-funding-allocations as well as in WISEgrants. The WUFAR source code is 730 and the WUFAR project code is 381 for Title IV-A. Additional information on Title IV, Part A can be found on the DPI website at: https://dpi.wi.gov/titleiva. 

If you have questions regarding Title IV-A please contact:

Safe and Healthy Students (4108)

Emily Holder, Education Consultant, emily.holder@dpi.wi.gov
Effective Use of Technology (4109)

Janice Mertes, Assistant Director Digital Learning,  janice.mertes@dpi.wi.gov
SCHOOL MANAGEMENT SERVICES TEAM – ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OPENING:
The position announcement for the Assistant Director for the School Management Services team (Kathy Guralski’s current position) is posted at http://wisc.jobs/public/job_view.asp?annoid=94202&jobid=93716&org=255&class=59540&index=true.  
The deadline to apply is March 5, 2018.
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