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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #719, May 4, 2018

2016-17 COMPARATIVE COSTS AND COMPARATIVE REVENUES AVAILABLE: Comparative Cost and Comparative Revenue audited data for 2016-17 is now available on the School Financial Services (SFS) website on the left hand scan bar under “Statistical”:

1. SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES (https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs)

2. STATISTICAL

Or, directly at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/statistical/cost-revenue/overview. 
Please be aware that cost and revenue measures can differ from one district to another and from one year to another. Reliance on any single-year cost or revenue determination may not be representative for all school districts. Users are encouraged to seek explanation for and understanding of the underlying data that are used for these measures.  

Several reasons can explain variance in cost - educational programming, pupil transportation requirements, increases or decreases in debt service expenditures, or having food and community service operations. The following "comparable" cost measures were developed to limit or identify the effects of various factors that contribute to cost variances:
· Total Current Educational Cost (TCEC) This measure attempts to identify overall instructional and instructional support service costs attributable to district resident students. It can generally be described as the cost of the district's General and Special Project funds, excluding transportation and facility acquisition expenditures, less inter-fund transfers and revenues for instructional services the district provides to non-resident pupils such as tuition receipts, CESA and cooperative agreements, and state inter-district integration aid. 
· Total Education Cost (TEC) This is the TCEC plus transportation, expenditures for facility acquisitions charged to the General, Special Project, and Capital Expansion (Tax Levy Financed "Sinking") funds, and debt service principal and interest.
· Total District Cost (TDC) This is TEC plus food and community service costs. It should be noted that food and community service activities are usually funded with fees and other program revenue, requiring little or no property tax subsidy. 

Reasons for variance in revenue can include: new or the expiration of revenue limit exemptions, new or loss of eligibility in categorical aid/grant programs, increases or decreases in debt service levies, starting or eliminating food and community service operations, and other one-time revenues (insurance proceeds from a loss, sales of equipment, Medicaid settlements). The Comparative Revenue measure limits the effects of various factors while capturing district revenues into four categories: Property Tax, Federal, State, and Local Non-Property Tax.

Please contact Derek Sliter at derek.sliter@dpi.wi.gov or 608-266-3464 if you have questions.

2018-19 CALENDAR AND DUE DATES UPATED:  The School Financial Services (SFS) Team provides calendar resources for organizing your work.  The “Fiscal Year at a Glance” table provides information on the opening and due dates for the SFS Team’s data collection reports or applications beginning in Summer 2018 and ending next Spring 2019.  
We also provide a “Fiscal Year Multi-Tasker” that is a planning calendar of upcoming events and scheduled state aid payment dates. Detailed planning calendars provide month by month activities and further explanations. 
The information is found on the SFS Team’s website:
3. SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES (https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs)
4. CALENDARS AND COMMUNICATIONS
5. CALENDAR AND DUE DATES
Or, directly at https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/communications/calendars/overview
UPCOMING EVENTS: 

UPCOMING WASBO [https://www.wasbo.com] and WASDA [http://www.wasda.org] WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES:

[May 17-18:  WASBO Spring Conference, at Kalahari Resort & Conference Center in Wisconsin Dells – Register at https://wasbo.com/spring.  

SCHOOL FINANCE CONTACTS:

[Gene Fornecker, Auditor: 608-267-7882 


eugene.fornecker@dpi.wi.gov]

[Brian Kahl, Auditor: 
608-266-3862



brian.kahl@dpi.wi.gov]

[Terry Casper, Accountant: 608-267-9218


terry.casper@dpi.wi.gov]


[Patricia Atkinson, Accountant: 608-267-9205

patricia.atkinson@dpi.wi.gov]
[Bruce Anderson, Consultant: 608-267-9707 

bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov]

[Derek Sliter, Consultant: 608-266-3464


derek.sliter@dpi.wi.gov]

[Roger Kordus, Consultant: 608-267-3752


roger.kordus@dpi.wi.gov] 

[Roselynn Bittorf, Consultant: 608-267-9212

roselynn.bittorf@dpi.wi.gov]
[Carey Bradley, Assistant Director: 608-267-9209  

carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov]


[Bob Soldner, Director: 608-266-6968   


robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov]

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE TO THIS LISTSERV: 

To subscribe to this bulletin go to this link: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/communications/listserves/subscribe 

To unsubscribe: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/communications/listserves/unsubscribe 

PREVIOUS SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #718, April 25, 2018

REVENUE LIMIT – 2018-19 LOW REVENUE INCREASE ELIGIBILITY: The SFS Team has compiled a list of districts impacted by the 2017 Act 141 Low Revenue Ceiling increase for 2018-19.  The list has been posted to our website and is available at https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sfs/xls/1819lowrevenuedistricts_forweb.xls
The 2018-19 prepopulated Revenue Limit worksheet has also been updated to reflect the Low Revenue Ceiling law changes.  The worksheet has been posted to our website and is available at https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sfs/xls/revlim19_prepop_apr24.xlsx. 
The 2018-19 spreadsheets are available on the SFS Team web page at:  https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/limits/worksheets/revenue. 

With specific limitations tied to successful referenda to exceed revenue limits, 2017 Wisconsin Act 141 has increased the low revenue ceiling per member to $9,400 in 2018-19, $9,500 in 2019-20, $9,600 in 2020-2021, $9,700 in 2021-22, and $9,800 for 2022-23 and any subsequent year.  The low revenue per member increase is contingent on the following:

· If a district fails to pass an operating referendum (recurring or nonrecurring) during 2015-16, 2016-17, or 2017-18, the Low Revenue Ceiling is $9,100 for the three years following the failed referendum.

· If the district subsequently passed an operating referendum during 2015-16, 2016-17, or 2017-18, or passes an operating referendum during the 2018-19 school year, the $9,100 Low Revenue Ceiling does not apply; rather, the higher ceiling amounts outlined above will apply.

· If a district failed to pass both an operating referendum and a debt referendum for the purpose of constructing a new school building in 2017-18, they are eligible for the $9,400 Low Revenue Ceiling in 2018-19.

· If a district fails to pass a recurring or nonrecurring referendum during 2018-19 or after, for three years following the failed referendum the Low Revenue Ceiling amount is the amount from the year the referendum was failed.

· If the district subsequently passes an operating referendum, the three year freeze of the Low Revenue Ceiling is removed, first effective the year after passage of the referendum.

· If a district has failed an operating referendum previously, and is therefore subject to the three year freeze on the Low Revenue Ceiling threshold, the school board may go to referendum to seek approval from voters to utilize the higher Low Revenue Ceiling amounts, as specified in Act 141.

· The referendum must specify which fiscal year or years they are asking to increase the Low Revenue Ceiling. 

Please contact Derek Sliter at derek.sliter@dpi.wi.gov or 608-266-3464 if you have questions.

EXPANSION of ONLINE SUMMER and INTERIM SESSION COURSES that QUALIFY for STUDENT MEMBERSHIP: 2017 Wisconsin Act 151 expands the online summer school or interim classes that qualify for membership used in state general aids and revenue limit calculations.  The expanded list includes any class that the school board determines would fulfill a high school graduation requirement, including a class in health education, vocational education, foreign languages, fine arts and other courses.  

As a requirement to qualify for state aid and membership, Wis. Stat. sec. 121.14(1)(a)3. specifies those online classes offered as summer classes or interim session classes to high school pupils and pupils in grade 7 or 8 who reside in the school district, or who are attending the online class in the school district under full-time public school open enrollment, provided a pupil enrolled in a high school grade receives a credit for the class; a pupil enrolled in the 7th or 8th grade must successfully complete the class, and the school board of the school district determines the online class fulfills a requirement for high school graduation specified under Wis. Stat. sections 118.33(1)(a) or 118.33 (1)(am). 

The new law went into effect on March 30, 2018, which impacts: (a) interim session courses offered as of March 30, 2018; and (b) summer courses offered as part of Summer 2018.  

If you have questions, please contact Roger Kordus at 608-267-3752 or Roger.Kordus@dpi.wi.gov.
2018-19 GENERAL AID – EXEMPT COMPUTER VALUES: The calculation of Equalized Value used for General Aid (Equalization, Special Adjustment, Interdistrict, and Intradistrict) has changed as a result of 2017 Wisconsin Act 59.  

Equalized Value for the 2018-19 July 1 Aid Estimate and October 15th Certification will be comprised of the January 1, 2017, TIDOUT Equalized Value and the January 1, 2016, Exempt Computer Values.  The January 1, 2017, TIDOUT values will be certified by the Department of Revenue in May 2018. The January 1, 2016, Exempt Computer Values were certified by the Department of Revenue in May 2017.

Under current law, the January 1, 2016, Exempt Computer Values will remain constant for General Aid runs moving forward, while the TIDOUT Equalized Values will continue to be certified by the Department of Revenue each May.

Please contact Derek Sliter at derek.sliter@dpi.wi.gov or 608-266-3464 if you have questions.
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