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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #726, June 22, 2018

PRELIMINARY INDIRECT COST RATE CALCULATIONS FOR 2018-19: The Department of Public Instruction’s approved LEA indirect cost plan effective for the period July 1, 2017 to June 30, 2022 is available at https://dpi.wi.gov/sms/fedaids/indirect-costs.  The preliminary indirect cost rates including carry-forward adjustments for all districts have been posted at https://dpi.wi.gov/sms/fedaids/indirect-costs.  Under the department’s policy approved by the U.S. Department of Education on indirect cost, each LEA may choose to apply the fixed with carry-forward method for indirect costs.
Please note that the indirect cost rates shown on the indirect cost rate computation are preliminary only. The preliminary rates may be adjusted by filing Form PI-1161 which is available on our website at https://dpi.wi.gov/sms/fedaids/indirect-costs and selecting “PI-1161 - Indirect Cost Rate Adjustments Schools”.  Or, directly at https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sms/1161_Indirect_Cost_Form_2018.pdf
Form PI-1161 has an optional indirect cost adjustment section to adjust certain 2016-2017 costs, if appropriate. It also has a required ‘certification by agency official” section to establish indirect cost rates. If there are no adjustments that need to be made to the preliminary rate calculation and you wish to have an official approval letter of your district’s final rates please sign and date Form PI-1161 and email a copy to our department BY JUNE 29, 2018 to indirectcost@dpi.wi.gov.
If you have questions, please contact Toni Rossmiller at 608-266-2428 or tonja.rossmiller@dpi.wi.gov.
PI-15 ADMINISTRATIVE RULE CHANGES -- ENERGY EFFICIENCY EXEMPTION TO THE REVENUE LIMIT:  Per 2017 Wisconsin Act 59 (2017-19 Budget), school boards are prohibited from adopting a resolution to utilize the Energy Efficiency Exemption to the revenue limit after December 31, 2017, through December 3018. This includes changes to any existing resolutions.
In order to assist school districts in managing their energy efficiency exemption resolutions and projects adopted prior to December 31, 2017, the Department of Public Instruction has approved an emergency rule for PI-15, which provides school districts with the flexibility needed to manage those projects, under current law.  

The emergency rule allows school districts to levy for and expend funds for costs associated with an energy efficiency project, in an amount no greater than the maximum levy specified in the resolution, without incurring additional revenue limit penalties. As such, school boards are given flexibility under this rule change in the event a school board decides to spend less than the amount specified in the resolution in any given year. 
The emergency rule allows school boards to change their performance contractor, that is required under Wis. Stat. § 66.0133.  However, school boards are not allowed to change the scope of the project(s) throughout the life of their current energy efficiency project.  

The emergency rule complies with changes in statute for the electorate to vote on a tax for the purposes set forth in Wis. Stat. § 120.10 (6) to (11) and for school boards to determine if the tax voted on at the annual meeting is sufficient to operate and maintain the schools for the next year. The rule will assist school boards to properly approve the 2018-19 budget and set the Fall 2018 property tax levy before November 1, 2018.

Districts are encouraged to review their performance contract measurement and verification to determine when savings will be reported to DPI and applied to reduce the tax levy.  For some districts it may be the guarantee amount, for others it may be determined after a period of time.  Districts are reminded to report this information annually, no later than two weeks following the date of the school district’s budget hearing, Wis. Stat.  §121.91 (4) (o) 3., to the School Financial Services Team’s website.  In addition, the energy efficiency savings for the 2018 tax levy (2017-18 fiscal year) must be reported before November 1st, to ensure the tax levy is accurate.  

The utility savings can be reviewed and updated by going to the SAFR Reporting Portal at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/reporting/safr/overview and log into your district account.  Once logged in go to “Financial Data Home” and select “Energy Efficiency Resolution Reporting”.  Select the “ID” number to review and update the utility savings. 
The school boards are reminded to report the energy efficiency exemption projects and savings in the school district’s newsletter or in the published minutes of the school board meeting, on an annual basis.

The rule order describing the changes to PI-15 as a result of 2017 WI Act 59 can be viewed in the following link: https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/policy-budget/PI_15_emergency_rule_for_website.pdf
Please contact Roger Kordus at 608-267-3752 or roger.kordus@dpi.wi.gov with questions.

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

UPCOMING WASBO [https://www.wasbo.com] and WASDA [http://www.wasda.org] WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES:

WASBO Custodial & Maintenance development!  Go to https://www.wasbo.com/ 
2018 Dates and Locations:
June 27 - Wausau East High School, Wausau
July 11 - Sparta Senior High School, Sparta
July 18 - Oak Creek High School Ninth Grade Center, Oak Creek-Franklin
July 31 - Bay Port High School, Howard Suamico

Attendee Information
WASBO offers Custodial & Maintenance Conferences each summer at various school districts throughout the state. Each conference is unique, programmed by the district staff hosting the event in conjunction with the WASBO School Facilities Committee. The emphasis is on practical and hands-on knowledge that custodial and maintenance personnel can implement in their districts. 

WASBO hopes you will bring your Custodial Team and go back to your district with information on safety, efficiency, best practices, cost savings and more! Each district offers session tracks on Environment/Safety, Cleaning, Maintenance, Green Schools, Personal Retirement Planning, Grounds, Best Practices and Safety Room.

Registration is only $20 per individual and includes continental breakfast, lunch, materials and attendance certificate. Register to attend by clicking the location link(s) below:

June 27 - Wausau East High School, Wausau
July 11 - Sparta Senior High School, Sparta
July 18 - Oak Creek High School Ninth Grade Center, Oak Creek-Franklin
July 31 - Bay Port High School, Howard Suamico
                        
Hotel Accommodations
Each Custodial & Maintenance Conference district offers suggested hotels for both attendees and exhibitors. Please visit the individual conference registration pages for more information and contact information regarding hotel accommodations.
             
If you have questions or need assistance with conference registration, please contact the WASBO office at 608.249.8588

SCHOOL FINANCE CONTACTS:

[Auditing or Accounting Issues: 
 


dpifin@dpi.wi.gov]

[Terry Casper, Accountant: 608-267-9218


terry.casper@dpi.wi.gov]


[Bruce Anderson, Consultant: 608-267-9707 

bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov]

[Derek Sliter, Consultant: 608-266-3464


derek.sliter@dpi.wi.gov]

[Roger Kordus, Consultant: 608-267-3752


roger.kordus@dpi.wi.gov] 

[Roselynn Bittorf, Consultant: 608-267-9212

roselynn.bittorf@dpi.wi.gov]
[Carey Bradley, Assistant Director: 608-267-9209  

carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov]


[Bob Soldner, Director: 608-266-6968   


robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov]

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE TO THIS LISTSERV: 

To subscribe to this bulletin go to this link:  http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/communications/listserves/subscribe 

To unsubscribe: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/communications/listserves/unsubscribe 

PREVIOUS SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #725, June 19, 2018

JUNE 2018 GENERAL AID PAYMENTS AND EXPLANATION OF 2017-18 ADJUSTMENTS:  Districts can view their June 18 and June 25 general aid payment information by selecting the

1.
SFS Home (http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs)

2.
» Accounting, Auditing & Financial Management

3.
» Aid Payments

4.
» Aid Payment Adjustments (https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/finances/aids-register/aid-payment-adj-exp) 
5.
Under the “June and July Aid Payment Reconciliation” section, select the Excel spreadsheet “2017-18 June and July Aid Payment Reconciliation”. Within the spreadsheet, after enabling content, use the drop down menu to select your district.

Or, directly at https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sfs/xls/June2018paymentletterposted.xls.

The spreadsheet explains your district’s June general aid payments and any additional State Aids withheld throughout the fiscal year as a result of the: (a) public school open enrollment and tuition waiver programs; (b) Challenge Academy program; (c) the Wisconsin and Racine private school voucher programs (WPCP/RPCP State General Aid Reduction; (d) the Special Needs Scholarship program (SNSP); and (e) penalties, including revenue limit adjustments. 
The spreadsheet also is designed to assist your bookkeeper in the proper transaction coding of these payments.  The spreadsheet will be updated again in mid-July to reflect the July 2018 Delayed Equalization Aid payment and final 2017-18 open enrollment amounts.

Questions about this payment information can be directed to Terry Casper at terry.casper@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9218. 

ALTERNATIVE COUNT DATES:  Each school year your school district must take a pupil count on the 3rd Friday in September and the 2nd Friday in January. If your district is unable to hold school on the scheduled count date, a request for an alternative pupil count date must be submitted. On the “Membership Information and Reporting” https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/children/enrollment/membership-info-reporting  webpage is updated information on how your request will be processed. 
There can be two basic scenarios, an unplanned situation or a planned event that would result in a school district requesting an alternative count date for the statutory required pupil counts on the 3rd Friday in September or the 2nd Friday in January.  

An unplanned situation, such as weather conditions or other unforeseen events that lead to the district not operating on the standard count date.  The district will need to contact the School Financial Services Team (dpifin@dpi.wi.gov) and explain the situation.  Please specify the alternative date that you are requesting. In most circumstances, the alternative date will be either the Thursday before or the Monday after the Friday count date. This request will be processed per Wis. Stat. § 121.05(3).  

A planned event, approved by the school board where the district is closed and no students will be receiving instruction.  The district will need to contact the School Financial Services Team (dpifin@dpi.wi.gov) and explain the situation. This request will be processed per Wis. Stat. § 121.05(3m). State law dictates the alternative date will be the 3rd weekday that follows the next school day on which school is in session. For example, school is closed on Friday and school resumes on the following Monday, the alternative count date will be on Thursday of that week.  

If the standard pupil count date is the same day as the Board has approved a partial day such as; an early release or testing at certain grade levels. The pupil count will be taken on the 3rd Friday in September or the 2nd Friday in January and the district will use the “Before and After” rule regarding any student not present on the standard pupil count date.
If any pupils are absent but considered enrolled on the count date, they can still be counted if they have been present for instruction at least one day during the school year prior to the count date, at least one day during the school year after the count date, and have remained a resident during the time of absence. Students reported in the "absent" column must have returned to school in order to be included in the PI 1563 Pupil Count Report. If the student returns after the initial submission of the report, the report should be amended to include the student in the pupil count.  (Source:  Instructions for the PI 1563 Workbook and Pupil Count Report Revised 01/17)

Contact Bruce Anderson at bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9707 with questions. 
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