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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #728, June 29, 2018
2018-19 JULY 1 GENERAL AID ESTIMATE: Each July 1, the department is required, per Wis. Stat. § 121.15(4)(b), to provide districts with an estimate of the upcoming year’s General School Aid. General Aid includes Equalization, Special Adjustment and Special Transfer (Chapter 220) Aid. The 2017-19 state budget increased the level of general school aid funding by $72.75 million for the 2018-19 fiscal year.  Additional information is available on the Department of Public Instruction newsroom website at https://dpi.wi.gov/news and selecting “July 1 general aid estimate released “ (https://dpi.wi.gov/news/releases/2018/july-1-general-aid-estimate-released). 
Data was taken from the following sources: 

1. Audited 2017-18 district membership on file at the department as of June 11, 2018. (Note that Group and Foster Home Membership adjustments are not included in this estimate. The PI-1589 Group and Foster Home FTE Log is due on June 29, 2018, and results will be incorporated into the October 15 2018 Certification of 2018-19 General Aid.) The online detail membership report is found on each district’s home page within the School Financial Services (SFS) Reporting Portal on the team’s home web page located at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/reporting/safr/overview.   

2. 2017 School Aid Values certified to districts in May, 2018 (TIF-Out + Computer Value). Reorganization adjustments that become effective July 1, 2018 are not included, but will be included on the October 15 certification of aid eligibility worksheet. District values are located at  

1. SFS Home (http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs)
2. » Accounting, Auditing & Financial Management
3. » Property Value (http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/finances/property-valuation) 

4. Go to the Section “Fiscal School Years” and then to the “2018-2019 School Fiscal Year” 

Or, directly at 
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sfs/xls/valsa17dst_without_REORG.xls 
3. 2017-18 Budget Report (PI-1504) Shared Cost as of June 11, 2018. The online Budget Report can be found under “Financial Data Home” on each district’s home page within the SFS Reporting Portal on the team’s home web page located at https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/reporting/safr/overview.

4. General School Aids appropriation funding of $4,656,848,000.  

NOTE:  This aid calculation is an estimate based upon the best information available as of June 29, 2018. On October 15, 2018, the department will certify General Aid for 2018-19 using district 2017-18 PI-1505-AC (Aid Certification) data, as verified by school district auditors on the PI-1506-AC. The October 15 General Aid Certification must be used in district 2018-19 revenue limit calculations which determine 2018-2019 tax levies certified in Fall, 2018. 

The 2018-19 July 1 General Aid estimate worksheets are available on the team’s website at https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/aid/general/summary.   Use the pull down menu on the Excel worksheet to access your district’s aid estimate. Note that this aid estimate incorporates the 2017-18 October-to-Final adjustments.

Additional information about the 2018-19 formula, including the July 1 estimate cost ceilings and guarantee values, is available at https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/aid/general/equalization/worksheets-general-aid.    
Districts may wish to view an analysis of their General Aid eligibility over time. This analysis is an Excel spreadsheet: https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sfs/xls/longitudinal_eq_1011_1819July1.xlsx. Use the pull down menu on the Excel worksheet to access your district’s information.   You can also access it at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/statistical/longitudinal-data/longitudinal-data under the “Longitudinal Excel Spreadsheet” Section.
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE (DOJ) SAFETY GRANTS--WUFAR CODE:  State grants administered by other agencies do not have Department of Public Instruction assigned project codes. The DOJ safety grants should be coded to revenue source 699 Other State Revenue.

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION (DPI) ASSIGNED PROJECT CODES:
Project codes for new grants are assigned by the School Management Services Team. The Aids Register is a listing of all aid payments made by the Department of Public Instruction to school districts and other organizations. Both source and project codes are included on the STAR Aids Register.  A listing of state aids including the source, project, and contact information for each state aid or grant paid by DPI is available in the STAR Aids Register WUFAR Codes and Fiscal Contacts link on the Aids register webpage at https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/finances/aids-register/aids-register-coding.
1.
SFS Home  (http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs ) 

2.
» Accounting, Auditing and Financial Management

3.
» Aids Register Information
4.
Select “Aids Register WUFAR Codes and Fiscal Contacts”
Or, directly at 
https://apps4.dpi.wi.gov/AID/WufarReport 
SFS TEAM RECRUITMENT – ACCOUNTANT-SENIOR: The School Financial Services (SFS) is currently recruiting for an accountant-senior. The successful candidate will:

· Assist in the coordination of highly specialized and complex computation and preparation of state aids payments to all Wisconsin school districts.
· Review and recommend updates to the accounting systems and procedures.
· Analyze financial data, produce reports, make fiscal projections and develop financial estimates. 
· Coordinate with DPI’s Business Services and School Management Services Teams in the implementation, review and use of the revised SAFA system for payment of state aids.
· Actively participate and assist in the development, recommendations and implementation of program changes, policies and general operating procedures.
Current SFS Team members take pride in their ability to provide consultation and solve problems and enjoy the variety that each day brings.

The job has been posted with a July 9, 2018 deadline at: 
http://wisc.jobs/public/job_view.asp?annoid=95411&jobid=94925&org=255&class=00264&index=true 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

[June 29: 2018-19 July 1st General School Aids Estimate Available]

[June 29:  PI-1589 2017-18 Group and Foster Home Report Due]

[July 6:  PI-1547 2017-18 Transportation Report Due]
[July 9:  SFS Team Accountant-Senior Recruitment Materials Due] 
[July 9:  PI-1804/1805 Summer 2018 and Interim Session 2018-19 Membership Report Open]

[July 9:  PI-1547 SS Summer School 2018 Transportation Report Open]

[July 16:  2017-18 Annual Reports (PI-1505 and PI-1505 SE Special Education) Open]

[July 16:  2017-18 PI-1505 AC Report Open]

[July 16:  2017-18 Auditor Reports PI-1506 AC and PI-1506 FB Open]

[July 27:  PI-1505 2017-18 School Calendar Report Due]

[August 10:  PI-1505 2017-18 Census Report Due]

UPCOMING WASBO [https://www.wasbo.com] and WASDA [http://www.wasda.org] WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES:

WASBO Custodial & Maintenance development!  Go to https://www.wasbo.com/ 
2018 Dates and Locations:
June 27 - Wausau East High School, Wausau
July 11 - Sparta Senior High School, Sparta
July 18 - Oak Creek High School Ninth Grade Center, Oak Creek-Franklin
July 31 - Bay Port High School, Howard Suamico

Attendee Information
WASBO offers Custodial & Maintenance Conferences each summer at various school districts throughout the state. Each conference is unique, programmed by the district staff hosting the event in conjunction with the WASBO School Facilities Committee. The emphasis is on practical and hands-on knowledge that custodial and maintenance personnel can implement in their districts. 

WASBO hopes you will bring your Custodial Team and go back to your district with information on safety, efficiency, best practices, cost savings and more! Each district offers session tracks on Environment/Safety, Cleaning, Maintenance, Green Schools, Personal Retirement Planning, Grounds, Best Practices and Safety Room.

Registration is only $20 per individual and includes continental breakfast, lunch, materials and attendance certificate. Register to attend by clicking the location link(s) below:

June 27 - Wausau East High School, Wausau
July 11 - Sparta Senior High School, Sparta
July 18 - Oak Creek High School Ninth Grade Center, Oak Creek-Franklin
July 31 - Bay Port High School, Howard Suamico
                        
Hotel Accommodations
Each Custodial & Maintenance Conference district offers suggested hotels for both attendees and exhibitors. Please visit the individual conference registration pages for more information and contact information regarding hotel accommodations.
             
If you have questions or need assistance with conference registration, please contact the WASBO office at 608.249.8588

SCHOOL FINANCE CONTACTS:

[Auditing or Accounting Issues: 
 


dpifin@dpi.wi.gov]

[Terry Casper, Accountant: 608-267-9218


terry.casper@dpi.wi.gov]


[Bruce Anderson, Consultant: 608-267-9707 

bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov]

[Derek Sliter, Consultant: 608-266-3464


derek.sliter@dpi.wi.gov]

[Roger Kordus, Consultant: 608-267-3752


roger.kordus@dpi.wi.gov] 

[Roselynn Bittorf, Consultant: 608-267-9212

roselynn.bittorf@dpi.wi.gov]
[Carey Bradley, Assistant Director: 608-267-9209  

carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov]


[Bob Soldner, Director: 608-266-6968   


robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov]

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE TO THIS LISTSERV: 

To subscribe to this bulletin go to this link:  http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/communications/listserves/subscribe 

To unsubscribe: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/communications/listserves/unsubscribe 

PREVIOUS SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #727, June 25, 2018
FINAL 2017-18 GENERAL AID ELIGIBILITY: General Aid Eligibility for 2017-18 has been calculated using audited 2016-17 Annual Report data and final state guarantees. On October 15, 2017, estimated 2017-18 aid eligibility was calculated based on the PI-1506-AC reports. Differences that result from comparing the October 15, 2017 estimated aid eligibility and the recalculated final aid eligibility are 2017-18 aid adjustments. By statute, 2017-18 aid adjustments are added to or subtracted from a district’s 2018-19 September equalization aid payment (payment date is September 17, 2018) and will be incorporated into the district’s October 15, 2018 certification of 2018-19 General School Aid. The adjustments are considered 2018-19 revenue. 
Each district's “Final Calculation of 2017-18 General Aid” worksheet and the “2017-18 General Aid Eligibility Adjustments Summary” worksheet are found at: 

1. SFS Home  (http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs) 

2. » State & Federal Aid
3. » General Aid
4. » Equalization Aid
5.  General Aid Worksheets (https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/aid/general/equalization/worksheets-general-aid)
6. Go to the Section “2017-18 Final General Aid Eligibility Worksheet” 
7. Go to the Section “2017-2018 Final General Aid Adjustments Worksheet “
The 2017-18 Final General Aid spreadsheet can be accessed directly at 

https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sfs/xls/Final_1718_GenAid.xlsx.  

The 2017-18 Final General Aid Adjustments spreadsheet can be accessed directly at https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sfs/xls/Final1718_Adjusts.xls. 
Membership FTE used to calculate the final aid eligibility is found on your district’s SAFR home page at https://apps5.dpi.wi.gov/safr_ro/.

Contact Derek Sliter at 608-266-3464 or derek.sliter@dpi.wi.gov if you have questions.
FUND 46 YEAR END REMINDERS –LONG TERM CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT TRUST FUND:  The following steps must be taken to allow the district to transfer funds to its Fund 46 (Long Term Capital Improvement Trust Fund) in the 2017-18 fiscal year:
1. Board action to establish the trust fund must have been taken by June 30, 2018.  

2. All accounting transactions must be cash transactions. If the cash deposit to the Fund 46 account is posted by the financial institution after June 30th, but on or before Monday, July 30, 2018, the district may record the transaction as a June 30th accrual.  This means the transaction must take place no later than Monday, July 30, 2018.
3. Districts must provide certain documents to the School Financial Service Team in order to submit financial data used to calculate shared cost.  
For information about the Long Term Capital Improvement Trust Fund (Fund 46) see http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/finances/fund-info/capital-projects-funds.  
If you have questions, or need to email required documents and/or you need to arrange for PI 1504 and PI-1505 reporting access to report Fund 46 accounts; please contact Roger Kordus at 608-267-3752 or roger.kordus@dpi.wi.gov.
SFS TEAM RECRUITMENT – ACCOUNTANT-SENIOR: The School Financial Services (SFS) is currently recruiting for an accountant-senior. The successful candidate will:

· Assist in the coordination of highly specialized and complex computation and preparation of state aids payments to all Wisconsin school districts.
· Review and recommend updates to the accounting systems and procedures.
· Analyze financial data, produce reports, make fiscal projections and develop financial estimates. 
· Coordinate with DPI’s Business Services and School Management Services Teams in the implementation, review and use of the revised SAFA system for payment of state aids.
· Actively participate and assist in the development, recommendations and implementation of program changes, policies and general operating procedures.
Current SFS Team members take pride in their ability to provide consultation and solve problems and enjoy the variety that each day brings.

The job has been posted with a July 9, 2018 deadline at: 

http://wisc.jobs/public/job_view.asp?annoid=95411&jobid=94925&org=255&class=00264&index=true 
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