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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #734, August 24, 2018
REMINDER PI-1505 AC (AID CERTIFICATION) DISTRICT REPORT DUE AUGUST 31, 2018: About half of the school districts have yet to upload a file to the PI-1505. You are encouraged to populate the PI-1505 AC from the PI-1505 by using the Copy to 1505 AC feature listed on the left menu under Actions. 
There is a known issue with some districts being unable to select a contact and submit the report. The SFS Team is working to resolve this issue, but in the meantime, if this happens to you, contact a School Finance Consultant with the contact person you would like to select and we can update your report.  You will then be able to review the changes and submit the report.

If you have questions, please contact a SFS Team consultant.

ENERGY EFFICIENCY REPORTING ON THE PI-1505 AC: The SFS Team has updated the screen on the PI-1505-AC for collecting data related to the Energy Efficiency Exemption. Based on the submissions we’ve seen to date, we have a few clarifications on what should be reported:

· Make sure to check “Yes” if you are reporting amounts for a fund (10 or 38).

· For the Fund 10 “Single Year Resolution Levied” for 2017-2018, or the Fund 38 “Amount Levied” for both 2016-2017 and 2017-18, the levy amount reported should be no greater than the Energy Efficiency exemption AFTER utility savings have been subtracted. If your district levied less than the resolution minus utility savings, report only the actual amount levied.
· For each calendar year, the sum of the two semi-annual “Actual Debt Service Payments” amounts under Fund 38 should be the full amount of debt paid under the resolution and debt schedule for that year. Do not subtract utility savings from the debt payments. If your district paid more than the resolution amount then only include payments up to the resolution amount. Otherwise, report the full debt payments made.

Remember that if your district levied more than the actual amount spent on Energy Efficiency projects or debt service, the difference will be applied as a negative adjustment to your Revenue Limit this fall.

If you have questions, please contact either Derek Sliter at 608-266-3464 (Derek.Sliter@dpi.wi.gov) or Dan Bush at 608-266-3862 (Daniel.Bush@dpi.wi.gov).
late report – District administrator notified:  The SFS Team notifies each district when a financial or student membership report should be filed throughout the school year via the “Fiscal Year At  A Glance” chart, SFS listserv bulletins, on the SAFR "Status & Due Dates” chart and inside the reporting portal itself.  The report due dates are based on state statutes and in most cases, it is the Board Clerk who is ultimately responsible for the filing of individual reports.

If a district is late in filing a report the district administrator will be contacted within 5 days of the due date and asked to respond with an explanation as to the reasons the report is late and when the district expects to have the report filed within SAFR.  The SFS team will review the district’s response and contact the district if follow-up is needed.
If you have questions, please contact a SFS Team consultant.
UPDATED ESSA SCHOOL LEVEL REPORTING INFORMATION: The SFS team has updated and expanded its information on the new fiscal reporting and financial transparency requirements of ESSA School Level Reporting (SLR). Our new web address for everything SLR is https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/reporting/slr. 
New and updated resources there include:
· An overall timeline for reporting on the 2018-19 and 2019-20 fiscal years

· An updated “Preparing For School Level Reporting: How To Guide,” including a set of recommended account filters to use in reviewing exclusions

· A new version of the SLR Excel workbook, designed to guide you through the process of identifying costs for reporting later this year

· The latest version of the SLR PowerPoint presentation

· A more in-depth review of the format developed for data reporting

Check back throughout the fall as we add more information, including an FAQ and information on the data reporting application currently in final development and testing. Again, the address is https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/reporting/slr.

If you have questions, please contact Dan Bush at 608-266-3862 or Daniel.Bush@dpi.wi.gov.

SCHEDULE OF 2018-19 STATE AID PAYMENTS: The SFS Team has updated the 
“2018-19 State Aid Payment Schedule” (https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sfs/pdf/paysch19.pdf )
You can access the information on the to the SFS Team page at https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs by selecting:

1. Accounting, Auditing & Financial Management
2. Aid Payment Information (https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/finances/aids-register/aid-payments )
3. Then select 2018-19 State Aid Payment Schedule
If you have questions, please contact Terry Casper at 608-267-9218 or terry.casper@dpi.wi.gov.


2018-19 REVENUE LIMIT CHANGE RELATED TO STATE AID FOR EXEMPT PERSONAL PROPERTY:  The 2018-2019 worksheet has been modified for the new Department of Revenue administered aid program, State Aid for Exempt Personal Property (Line 12D).  This new aid was created as part of the 2017-19 biennial budget passage and acts as a levy offset to the Fund 10 levy and will be coded to Source 691 when received.  
Any questions on the calculation of this aid amount should be directed to the Local Government Services team at the Department of Revenue.  At this time we don’t currently have an estimated aid amount to provide for use in the Revenue Limit calculation.
Please contact Derek Sliter at Derek.Sliter@dpi.wi.gov or 608-266-3464 with questions.

2018-19 PRE-POPULATED REVENUE LIMIT WORKSHEETS: The pre-populated 2018-19 revenue limit Excel worksheets include: audited membership data for the 2017-18 year and July 1 Aid estimate for the 2018-19 year.  If your district is in a CCDEB and eligible for the Low Revenue Ceiling increase, that amount may be offset by the CCDEB adjustment in the Revenue Limit calculation (Line 4C). 
The 2018-19 Revenue Limit worksheets have been updated to incorporate these changes along with worksheet changes to incorporate State Aid for Exempt Personal Property (Line 12D) into the calculation and can be found by going to:

1. SFS Home (http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs)

2. » Revenue Limits

3. » Revenue Limit Worksheets for Budget Planning 
4. Then select the Excel spreadsheet “2018-19 Prepopulated Revenue Limit Worksheet”
The document can be accessed directly at 2018-19 Prepopulated Revenue Limit Worksheet
(https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sfs/xls/revlim19_prepop_aug13.xlsx) 
Please remember it is a school district’s responsibility to ensure the accuracy of the revenue limit worksheet.  Pay close attention to the membership counts.  The SFS Team’s pre-populated worksheet includes the data available to DPI, as reported by the district as of the date on the worksheet.  Any changes after that date will be incorporated into the next update.
Users are encouraged to frequently review/compare ALL of the fields in the DPI spreadsheet to information on file at the district. Remember that the point of the pre-populated worksheet is to show districts what our version of your revenue limit computation looks like. Its accuracy depends on correct data being on file here at the Department.

Call a SFS Team consultant if something appears confusing, does not look correct, or is exhibiting an unexpected result. We can assist you before your school board sets the levy for 2018-19.
AUGUST IS A GREAT TIME TO UPDATE YOUR DISTRICT’S CONTACTS REPORT:  If your district has made changes in your telephone system and/or your email system that impacts individual information, the SFS Team is requesting that you update the PI-1500 and other DPI directories so that we can better contact you during the 2018-2019 school year.

You can access the information on the to the SFS Team page at https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs under the “Reporting Portals” section and select PI 1500 District Contacts Rpt (https://apps4.dpi.wi.gov/SFS_PI-1500/) 

If you have questions, please contact Bruce Anderson at 608-267-9707 or Bruce.Anderson@dpi.wi.gov.
PRIVATE SCHOOL CHOICE CONSULTANT RECRUITMENT:  DPI’s School Management Services Team has posted the following school administration consultant position for the private school voucher programs: 

http://wisc.jobs/public/job_view.asp?annoid=95948&jobid=95462&org=255&class=59490&index=true.  
The primary functions of this position are related to administering state private school parental choice programs. 
UPCOMING EVENTS: 

[August 31:  PI-1505 AC (Aid Certification) 2017-18 Report Due]
[September 14:  PI-1506 AC (Auditor Report) for 2017-18 Due]
[September 14:  PI-1506 FB (Fund Balance Auditor Report) for 2017-18 Due]
[September 21:  3rd Friday in September Student Count Date]

[September 21:  PI-1563 Pupil Count-September Report Open]
[September 21:  PI-1505 and PI-1505 SE (Special Education) Annual Reports for 2017-18 Due]
[October 5:  PI-1563 Pupil Count-September Report Due]
UPCOMING WASBO [https://www.wasbo.com] and WASDA [http://www.wasda.org] WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES:

WASBO FALL CONFERENCE 

Go to https://www.wasbo.com/fall  :  October 4-5, 2018 in Elkhart Lake at The Osthoff Resort and Conference Center 
SCHOOL FINANCE CONTACTS:

[Auditing or Accounting Issues: 
 


dpifin@dpi.wi.gov]

[Terry Casper, Accountant: 608-267-9218


Terry.Casper@dpi.wi.gov]


[Bruce Anderson, Consultant: 608-267-9707 

Bruce.Anderson@dpi.wi.gov]

[Dan Bush, Consultant:  608-266-3862


Daniel.Bush@dpi.wi.gov. 
[Derek Sliter, Consultant: 608-266-3464


Derek.Sliter@dpi.wi.gov]

[Roger Kordus, Consultant: 608-267-3752


Roger.Kordus@dpi.wi.gov] 

[Roselynn Bittorf, Consultant: 608-267-9212

Roselynn.Bittorf@dpi.wi.gov]
[Carey Bradley, Assistant Director: 608-267-9209  

Carey.Bradley@dpi.wi.gov]


[Bob Soldner, Director: 608-266-6968   


Robert.Soldner@dpi.wi.gov]

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE TO THIS LISTSERV: 

To subscribe to this bulletin go to this link:  http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/communications/listserves/subscribe 

To unsubscribe: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/communications/listserves/unsubscribe 

PREVIOUS SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #733, July 26, 2018
PI-1505 AC (AID CERTIFICATION) DISTRICT REPORT: The PI-1505 AC report is open for school districts to enter fiscal year 2017-18 information. You are encouraged to populate the PI-1505 AC from the PI-1505 by using the Copy to 1505 AC feature listed on the left menu under Actions.

If you have questions, please contact a school finance consultant.

ACCESSING THE FINANCIAL REPORTS: Go to the School Financial Services home page at https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs and then select:

1. REPORTING TO SFS (https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/reporting/overview)
2. SCHOOL FINANCE REPORTING PORTALS (https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/reporting/safr/overview)

3. Select  Log In to View or Submit Data (http://apps5.dpi.wi.gov/sfssafr/default.aspx)
4. You will need your PI-1500 contact Report password and ID to login for your district. 
PRINTING THE PI-1505 SCHOOL CALENDAR REPORT:  The question has been asked on how to print the Certification/Signature page.  Please use the browser print option for the Certification/Signature page, and retain the signed copy for your district’s records. Each school district is to complete this report by July 27, 2018.

PI-1506 AC (AID CERTIFICATION) AUDITOR REPORT: The PI-1506 AC is open for auditors to enter fiscal year 2017-18 information.

If you have questions, please contact dpifin@dpi.wi.gov.
PI-1506 FB (FUND BALANCE) REPORT AUDITOR REPORT: The PI-1506 FB is open for auditors to enter fiscal year 2017-18 information.

If you have questions, please contact dpifin@dpi.wi.gov.
UPDATED ENERGY EFFICIENCY REPORTING IN PI-1505 AC and PI-1506 AC: The PI-1505 AC district aid certification report and the PI-1506 AC auditor aid certification report have been updated in what they collect related to the revenue limit exemption for energy efficiency, due to the legal changes of 2017 Act 39 and PI-15. The district and its auditors are required to report the district’s actual Funds 10 and 38 expenditures for energy efficiency projects when the district exercises its authority to levy using the exemption, under a resolution adopted on or before the deadline of December 31, 2017.

Districts may not levy more with the energy efficiency exemption than is authorized by resolution or specified by the debt schedule for debt issues authorized by resolution; doing so will be treated consistently with any other levy in excess of the revenue limit. If a district expended less than the amount levied for the exemption, it will result in a negative adjustment to its revenue limit in the reported fiscal year (and thus base and carryover for the following year).
If you have questions, please contact either Derek Sliter at 608-266-3464 (Derek.Sliter@dpi.wi.gov) or Dan Bush at 608-266-3862 (Daniel.Bush@dpi.wi.gov).
SPECIAL EDUCATION -- EARLY ESTIMATE OF RATE FOR 2018-19 STATE AIDS (24.50%): As of July 25, 2018, we are estimating that 2018-19 payments of Special Education and School-Age Parents Aid will reimburse last year's eligible special education costs at a rate of 24.50%. This estimate is based upon an analysis of submitted 2017-18 budget data and is provided as a service to districts and other LEAs as they develop their budgets for the upcoming year. 

Early payments (November 2018 through March 2019) may use a slightly lower rate to avoid overpayments. The final rate will be determined in May 2019 for the June 2019 payment.

If you have questions, please contact Roselynn Bittorf at Roselynn.Bittorf@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9212. 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE (DOJ) SAFETY GRANTS--WUFAR CODE:  State grants administered by other agencies do not have Department of Public Instruction assigned project codes. The DOJ safety grants should be coded to revenue source 699 Other State Revenue.

CHARTER SCHOOL CONSULTANT RECRUITMENT:  DPI’s School Management Services Team has posted the following school administration consultant position for the charter school program: http://wisc.jobs/public/job_view.asp?annoid=95739&jobid=95253&org=255&class=59490&index=true. 

The primary functions of this position are related to administering state charter law provisions. 
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