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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #739, October 12, 2018
WUFAR UPDATE WITH TECHNOLOGY CODING CHANGES:  The SFS Team has finalized the Fall 2018-19 WUFAR (Wisconsin Uniform Financial Accounting Requirements) coding changes, including significant changes related to the collection of technology costs as required by the US Census Bureau.  In addition to the updated WUFAR manual and expenditure matrix, we have also created additional resources specific to the technology coding changes, including definitions, crosswalk, and a Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) document. The technology code FAQ will be updated periodically as we continue to receive and respond to questions related to the technology coding changes. All of these documents, which are required to be used to properly account for technology costs are available at https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/finances/wufar/overview.  If you have questions related to these WUFAR changes, please contact Terry Casper at 608-267-9218 or terry.casper@dpi.wi.gov.

These technology coding changes to WUFAR will also require changes to federal and state grant budgeting and claiming.  You must ensure all federal and state grants have been updated to be in accordance with the new WUFAR coding.  One significant change is the elimination of Object 435 (previously Instructional Media Computer Software Programs).  The WISEgrants team has recoded all previously budget Object 435 items to Object 483 (now Non-Capital Software).  Please review the FAQ question related to coding software as Objects 360 and 582 may be a more appropriate code than Object 483, in which case you should adjust the grant budgets.  If you have questions related a specific grant coding, please contact the program or fiscal contact.  If you have questions related to WISEgrants coding, please contact Matt Baier at 608-266-1863 or matthew.baier@dpi.wi.gov.

Another significant impact of these technology coding changes to WUFAR is to the Common School Fund (CSF).  With the US Census Bureau requirement to collect technology costs by Object, using the combination of Function 222000 with Object 430s to identify all eligible CSF expenditures is no longer feasible.  We have therefore assigned Project 031 for which all eligible CSF expenditures should be coded. Objects 435 and 436 have also been deleted.  All technology-related expenditures, including those previously recorded to Objects 435 and 436, should be coded to the applicable technology Object code.  If you have questions related to Common School Fund, please contact Monica Treptow at 608-575-6065 or monica.treptow@dpi.wi.gov.
ESSA SCHOOL LEVEL REPORTING/FINANCIAL TRANSPARENCY UPDATES: We are a few weeks away from opening up the School Level Reporting application for districts and independent charter schools to report their 2018-19 budgeted expenditures by school. Thank you to everyone who helped with our alpha testing!
Barring any last-minute issues with the application, the 2018-19 SLR Budget will open on November 1, the same day as the PI-1504 reports, and be due on December 14, two weeks after the PI-1504 reports.

The information on our ESSA School Level Reporting webpage (https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/reporting/slr) has been significantly updated and expanded! New and revised resources include:
· The latest version of the SLR presentation from the WASBO Fall Conference

· An FAQ with answers to common questions on SLR and financial transparency

· The description of the reporting format

· And more!

Additionally, a video version of the SLR presentation, broken out into three segments, will soon be available at the SLR webpage.

Based on feedback from user testing and issues identified in application development, the reporting format has been tweaked and the list of Recommended Standard Exclusions updated. Changes to the Recommended Standard Exclusions are:
· Exclusions are no longer defined by WUFAR coding, but rather their descriptions. Coding guidance is provided as appropriate.

· Exclusions for aid transits and payments to new authorizer independent charter schools have been added; a new WUFAR function 439000 is being created for the latter.

· “Tuition for Students Not in Report Card” has been changed to “Certain Non-Accountability Students” based on updated information from the DPI Collections and Data Warehouse teams. The draft WUFAR functions meant to accompany the original version of this exclusion have been dropped.
· “Cooperative Programs” has been expanded to include Funds 10 & 27 co-ops.
Finally, Dan Bush, our consultant on School Level Reporting/Financial Transparency, will be available by email only the week of October 15. Dan will respond to questions as quickly as he is able. In the meantime, check out the information at https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/reporting/slr -- there’s a lot more than there was before!
FINANCIAL REPORTS WILL OPEN ON OCTOBER 16TH: The SFS Team has finished our review and approval of the PI-1505 AC and PI-1506 AC reports.  The PI-1505 Annual and PI 1505-SE Annual reports were due September 21, 2018. Several districts still have outstanding issues and we are asking you to make it a priority to complete the financial reports as soon as possible.

The 2017-18 financial reports will re-open on Tuesday, October 16, 2018.  The financial reports will remain closed to allow the SFS Team to complete the required October 15th equalization aid certification and determine other aid amounts.  The 2017-18 financial reports and current year (2018-19) membership reports will re-open on Tuesday, October 16, 2018.
EDUCATION FOUNDATIONS ASSOCIATED WITH WISCONSIN SCHOOL DISTRICTS: DPI has a webpage listing educational foundations to help citizens connect with their local foundations and to support education in Wisconsin communities. Please review the list for your district’s information at https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/communications/education-foundations. Please email scott.huelsman@dpi.wi.gov with updates. 
SPECIAL NEEDS SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM (SNSP) CONSULTANT RECRUITMENT:  DPI’s School Management Services Team is currently recruiting for the SNSP consultant position.  This position manages the private school special needs voucher program.  

The position has been posted on Wisc.Jobs: https://wisc.jobs/public/job_view.asp?annoid=96466&jobid=95980&org=255&class=59490&index=true. 
The deadline to apply is October 21st.

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
[October 15: October 15th General School Aids Certified at 9:00 a.m.]

[October 15: 2018-19 Revenue Limits Updated with General School Aids at 11:00 a.m.]

[October 15: PI-1588 Supplemental Aid Report Due]  
[October 26: PI-1524 ST State Tuition Claim Due]
[November 1: PI-1504 and PI-1504-SE Budget Reports Open]

[November 1: ESSA School Level Reporting Budget Open]

[December 1: PI-1504 and PI-1504-SE Budget Reports Due]

[December 14: ESSA School Level Reporting Budget Due]
UPCOMING WASBO [https://www.wasbo.com] and WASDA [http://www.wasda.org] WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES:

WASDA GETTING SCHOOL FINANCE RIGHT

	Getting School Finance Right: From the Budget to the Levy-Madison
10/18/2018

Location: Madison, Wisconsin   


 Export to Your Calendar   
Register  
	 

	
	 

	Getting School Finance Right: From the Budget to the Levy-Stevens Point
10/22/2018

Location: Stevens Point, Wisconsin   


 Export to Your Calendar   
Register  
	


WASBO Winter at a Glance Conference 
Go to https://www.wasbo.com/wasbo/winter :  December 4, 2018 at Madison Marriott West
in Middleton
SCHOOL FINANCE CONTACTS:

[Jillian Raff, Auditor: 608-267-7882



Jillian.Raff@dpi.wi.gov]

[Terry Casper, Accountant-Advanced: 608-267-9218
Terry.Casper@dpi.wi.gov]


[Sumana Sengupta, Accountant-Senior: 608-267-9205
Sumana.Sengupta@dpi.wi.gov]
[Bruce Anderson, Consultant: 608-267-9707 

Bruce.Anderson@dpi.wi.gov]

[Dan Bush, Consultant:  608-266-3862


Daniel.Bush@dpi.wi.gov. 
[Derek Sliter, Consultant: 608-266-3464


Derek.Sliter@dpi.wi.gov]

[Roger Kordus, Consultant: 608-267-3752


Roger.Kordus@dpi.wi.gov] 

[Roselynn Bittorf, Consultant: 608-267-9212

Roselynn.Bittorf@dpi.wi.gov]
[Carey Bradley, Assistant Director: 608-267-9209  

Carey.Bradley@dpi.wi.gov]


[Bob Soldner, Director: 608-266-6968   


Robert.Soldner@dpi.wi.gov]

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE TO THIS LISTSERV: 

To subscribe to this bulletin go to this link:  http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/communications/listserves/subscribe 

To unsubscribe: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/communications/listserves/unsubscribe 

PREVIOUS SCHOOL FINANCE #738, SEPTEMBER 28, 2018
late report? – District administrator notified:  The SFS Team notifies each district when a financial or student membership report should be filed throughout the school year via the “Fiscal Year At  A Glance” chart, SFS listserv bulletins, on the SAFR "Status & Due Dates” chart and inside the reporting portal itself.  To view "Status & Due Dates” go to https://apps5.dpi.wi.gov/safr_ro/default.asp  and select your school district and click on "Status & Due Dates”

The report due dates are based on state statutes and in most cases, it is the Board Clerk who is ultimately responsible for the filing of individual reports. The PI-1547SS Summer-Interim Pupil Transportation report and the PI-1804/PI-1805 Summer Pupil Count report are due today, September 28, 2018.

If a district is late in filing a report the district administrator will be contacted within 5 days of the due date and asked to respond with an explanation as to the reasons the report is late and when the district expects to have the report filed within SAFR.  The SFS team will review the district’s response and contact the district if follow-up is needed.
If you have questions, please contact a SFS Team consultant.

2018-19 REVENUE LIMIT CHANGE RELATED TO NEW ICS – INDEPENDENT CHARTER SCHOOLS:  The 2018-2019 worksheet has been modified for the new ICS – Independent Charter Schools FTE (Line 2 and Line 6).  This inclusion within the Revenue Limit membership was created as part of the 2015 Wisconsin Act 55. This is the first year Charter Schools outlined under this law will be reporting membership and need to be included in the Revenue Limit calculation for the resident districts. The SFS Team will enter these ICS Charter School FTE counts.

Also, the Revenue Limit worksheet has been updated to include:

· Aid for Exempt Personal Property (Line 12.D.)

· Energy Efficiency Reconciliation figures (from the PI-1506 AC Report)

· September 2018 membership (if the September pupil count has been submitted)

Fall 2018 Tax Apportionment Values will be populated on October 1st.   

If you have questions, please contact Derek Sliter at 608-266-3464 or Derek.Sliter@dpi.wi.gov.
ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND SAVINGS REPORTING REQUIREMENTS: Districts are required to report to DPI the annual utility savings for Energy Efficiency Exemption projects financed with debt each year and/or when savings are known.  Districts are encouraged to review their performance contract measurement and verification to determine when savings will be reported to DPI and applied to reduce the tax levy.  For some districts it may be the guarantee amount, for others it may be after a period of time. Districts utilizing energy efficiency exemptions must report savings for the 2018 tax levy (2018-19 fiscal year) before November 1st.  It is important to report your 2017-18 savings before the levy is certified; to avoid an over levy and revenue limit penalty.  
Districts are to email Roger.Kordus@dpi.wi.gov their updated annual utility savings by October 5, 2018.
Districts who utilize non-recurring energy efficiency projects are advised to report utility savings, to their electorate, on the subsequent year of the energy efficiency exemption resolution and/or when savings are known.  
Districts are reminded of the requirements of Administrative Rule PI 15.03 (3)(e) which requires: A statement that an evaluation of the energy performance indicators will be included as an addendum to the succeeding school year's required published budget summary document under s. 65.90, Stats., and in the school district's newsletter or in the published minutes of the school board meeting.  A template to share that data with the public can be found in the Budget and Adoption workbook Budget and Adoption workbook (https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/finances/budgeting/budget-hearing-adoption) in the Budget Publication Format tab of the workbook.  Districts are to use the data from their “Cost/Savings Analysis Data table that should have been reported to the School Financial Services Team.  
Contact Roger.Kordus@dpi.wi.gov if you have questions or need additional information regarding the Energy Efficiency and Savings Reporting Requirements.

3rd FRIDAY SEPTEMBER PUPIL COUNT: The PI-1563 September pupil count report is due next Friday, October 5th. Please be sure to complete the report as soon as possible. 

Detailed guidance on submitting the report is provided below.  Please route the following information to the individual(s) who completes the PI-1563 September Pupil Count Report for your district. 

The PI-1563 Pupil Count Report can be accessed through the Reporting Portal link on the School Financial Services Team website located at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/reporting/safr/overview. 

Pupil count report instructions and a spreadsheet are available by following these steps:

PI-1563 Pupil Count Report Preparation Workbook

1. SFS Home (http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs)

2. » Counting Children (http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/children/overview) 

3. » Pupil Count PI-1563 (http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/children/enrollment/overview) 

4. » Membership Information and Reporting (https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/children/enrollment/membership-info-reporting) 
5. Under “Guidelines for Counting” 
Questions about the report should be submitted to Bruce Anderson, Consultant, at Bruce.Anderson@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9707 or Roger Kordus, Consultant, at Roger.Kordus@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-3752.
SAFR or SFS TEAM PUPIL COUNT:  The PI-1563 Reports are used to collect student count information to determine both the current year’s revenue limit and to establish student membership counts for next school years general school aids. 

The school district’s responsibility to provide their pupil count information by direct entry into State Aid financial Reporting (SAFR) and access is to SAFR is granted by the individual school district primarily through the entire of district staff member being entered in to the PI-1500 District Contacts Report (PI 1500 District Contacts Rpt)
A link to the PI-1500 can be found on the School Financial Services https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs landing webpage and selecting PI 1500 District Contacts Rpt.
WISEDATA (VIA YOUR STUDENT SIS) COLLECTS PUPIL COUNT INFORMATION FOR ALL OTHER PURPOSES: WISEdata collects pupil counts for all other areas for the DPI.  This data is used to improve the educational success of all Wisconsin students, and to meet federal and state reporting requirements. 

Schools/districts must select a Student Information System (SIS) to input student data.   Any users who needs access for WISE will need a Wisconsin Access Management System (WAMS) account and ID. You will need your WAMS ID to log in to Secure Home.  
Additional information on how to get a WAMS ID go to the WAMS https://dpi.wi.gov/cst/data-security/wams webpage. 

SUPPLEMENTAL AID FOR SCHOOL DISTRICTS WITH LARGE AREA:  Supplemental aid for school districts with a large area is an annual entitlement program authorized under s. 115.435, Wisconsin Statutes. It is a grant created to supplement aid under s. 121.08, Stats, to school districts that meet the following requirements:

· The school district had an enrollment in the previous school year of fewer than 500 pupils;

· the school district is at least 200 square miles in area; and

· at least 80% of the real property in the school district is exempt from taxation under s. 70.11, taxed as forest croplands under subch. I of ch. 77, owned by or held in trust for a federally recognized American Indian tribe or owned by the federal government.

Applications will be accepted until October 15, 2018.  Additional information can be found at Supplemental Aid for School Districts with Large Area or https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/aid/categorical/supplemental-aid.

If you have questions, please contact Roger Kordus at 608-267-375 or roger.kordus@dpi.wi.gov.
REMINDER -- DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE (DOJ) SAFETY GRANTS WUFAR CODING: State grants administered by other agencies do not have Department of Public Instruction assigned project codes. The DOJ safety grants should be coded to revenue source 699 Other State Revenue. We are not prescribing specific coding to use for these projects. 
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