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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #741, October 17, 2018
2018 FALL LEVY REPORT IS OPEN:  The PI-401 opened today. The PI-401 is due on Wednesday, November 7, 2018.  Please note this is the third year municipal clerks are required to prepare tax bills highlighting the portion of the tax levy attributed to non-recurring operating & debt referenda approved after December 31, 2014.  This information will need to be provided to the clerks in the certification process from the school district.  

If you have refinanced referenda debt approved after December 31, 2014 and included earlier debt issuances as part of the refinance, please contact Roger Kordus at 608-267-3752 or Roger.Kordus@dpi.wi.gov for assistance in determining the Fall 2018 levy impact.
Go to the “SFS Reporting Portals” on the SFS Team home page at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs or directly at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/reporting/safr/overview to log in and access the reports.

3rd FRIDAY SEPTEMBER PUPIL COUNT IS OPEN FOR EDITING: The PI-1563 September pupil count report has been re-opened. Please be sure to update your 3rd Friday in September 2018 student pupil counts as soon as possible. The SFS Team will use the updated membership report to pre-populate the district revenue limit worksheets often until the end of October and as needed thereafter.

The PI-1563 Pupil Count Report can be accessed through the Reporting Portal link on the School Financial Services Team website located at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/reporting/safr/overview. 

Questions about the report should be submitted to Bruce Anderson (Bruce.Anderson@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9707) or Roger Kordus (Roger.Kordus@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-3752.)
2018-19 REVENUE LIMIT-SPECIAL NEEDS VOUCHER IMPACTS: 

If you have resident students that have been awarded a special needs voucher, your 2018-19 pre-populated revenue limit worksheet includes the applicable September 2016 FTE count on Line 6 and the 2018-19 state aid deduction on Line 10.I. In addition, a table listing the resident school districts, FTE students and the 2018-19 state aid deduction can be found by going to:

1. SFS Home (http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs)

2. Accounting, Auditing & Financial Management

3. Private School Vouchers
4. Then select the Excel spreadsheet "Special Needs Private School Voucher Impacts”

Or directly at https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sfs/xls/SNSP_September_2018_Data.xlsx.
If you have questions, BEFORE YOUR BOARD SETS YOUR LEVY, please contact Derek Sliter 608-266-3464 or derek.sliter@dpi.wi.gov.
2018-19 REVENUE LIMIT-PRIVATE SCHOOL VOUCHER IMPACTS:
A table listing all school districts, including those districts with incoming resident students receiving a private school voucher (details by K-8 and 9-12 FTE student totals), and the 2018-19 state general school aids deduction (which is equal to the non-recurring revenue limit exemption on Line 10.H. of the revenue limit) can be found by going to:

1. SFS Home (http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs)

2. Accounting, Auditing & Financial Management

3. Private School Vouchers
4. Then select the Excel spreadsheet "Wisconsin and Racine Private School Voucher Impacts”
Or directly at https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sfs/xls/SFS_Sept_2018_Incoming_Choice_Pupils.xlsx.
If you have questions, BEFORE YOUR BOARD SETS YOUR LEVY, please contact Derek Sliter at 608-266-3464 or derek.sliter@dpi.wi.gov.    

2017-18 AUDIT FINDINGS RELATED TO THE PI-1547 TRANSPORTATION REPORT: The report collects ridership data for the 2017-18 ‘Regular School’ and/or ‘Vocational Programs’.  If your auditor identified reporting errors and has informed your district, it will benefit the district to make the necessary edits prior to December 1, 2018.  This will allow the district to receive a more accurate payment of Regular Pupil Transportation Aid in January, 2019.  

To edit the 2017-2018 pupil transportation email Bruce Anderson at bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov.  Bruce will work with your district to determine a date and time when your district can edit the data in either the PI-1547 or the PI-1547 SS for the 2017-2018 school year. 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
[October 17: PI-401 2018 Tax Levy Report Open]
[October 26: PI-1524 ST State Tuition Claim Due]

[November 1: PI-1504 and PI-1504-SE Budget Reports Open]

[November 1: ESSA School Level Reporting Budget Open]

[November 7: PI-401 2018 Tax Levy Report Due]

[November 30: PI-1504 and PI-1504-SE Budget Reports Due]

[December 14: ESSA School Level Reporting Budget Due]
UPCOMING WASBO [https://www.wasbo.com] and WASDA [http://www.wasda.org] WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES:

WASDA GETTING SCHOOL FINANCE RIGHT

	Getting School Finance Right: From the Budget to the Levy-Madison
10/18/2018

Location: Madison, Wisconsin   


 Export to Your Calendar   
Register  
	 

	
	 

	Getting School Finance Right: From the Budget to the Levy-Stevens Point
10/22/2018

Location: Stevens Point, Wisconsin   


 Export to Your Calendar   
Register  
	


WASBO Conferences and Training Opportunities
November 5-6, 2018 Wisconsin Dells
Midwest Facility Masters Conference
www.wasbo.com/facilitymasters 

November 28, 2018 Appleton -Fox Valley Technical College
School Business Office Professionals Conference

www.wasbo.com/sbo 

December 4, 2018 Madison
Winter at a Glance

www.wasbo.com/winter 

December 5-6, 2018 Madison
WASBO WASPA School Personnel Academy
https://www.wasbo.com/schoolpersonnel 

SCHOOL FINANCE CONTACTS:

[Jillian Raff, Auditor: 608-267-7882



Jillian.Raff@dpi.wi.gov]

[Terry Casper, Accountant-Advanced: 608-267-9218
Terry.Casper@dpi.wi.gov]


[Sumana Sengupta, Accountant-Senior: 608-267-9205
Sumana.Sengupta@dpi.wi.gov]
[Bruce Anderson, Consultant: 608-267-9707 

Bruce.Anderson@dpi.wi.gov]

[Dan Bush, Consultant:  608-266-3862


Daniel.Bush@dpi.wi.gov. 
[Derek Sliter, Consultant: 608-266-3464


Derek.Sliter@dpi.wi.gov]

[Roger Kordus, Consultant: 608-267-3752


Roger.Kordus@dpi.wi.gov] 

[Roselynn Bittorf, Consultant: 608-267-9212

Roselynn.Bittorf@dpi.wi.gov]
[Carey Bradley, Assistant Director: 608-267-9209  

Carey.Bradley@dpi.wi.gov]


[Bob Soldner, Director: 608-266-6968   


Robert.Soldner@dpi.wi.gov]

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE TO THIS LISTSERV: 

To subscribe to this bulletin go to this link:  http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/communications/listserves/subscribe 

To unsubscribe: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/communications/listserves/unsubscribe 

PREVIOUS SCHOOL FINANCE #740, October 15, 2018
OCTOBER 15 EQUALIZATION AID CERTIFICATION: The 2018-19 October 15 General School Aid Certifications are available at: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/aid/general/summary.  This information includes two files listing the summary information of the aid certification amounts for each school district and the change from the 2017-18 October 15 General Aid Certification. The documents contain the same information, but are sorted differently – one alphabetically by district name and the other by percentage change in aid received compared to the 2017-18 amount.

Summary Files

The 2018-19 October 15 Certification - General Aid (as required by law) is now available.

· Summary by Alphabet
· Summary by Percent
General Aid Worksheets

Detailed 2018-19 information for each school district can be accessed at:
October 15 Aid Certification - 2018-19 General Aid Information for School Districts (cost ceilings, guarantees and district General Aid worksheet). Or, directly at 
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sfs/xls/Oct15_1819_GenAid.xlsx. 

If you have questions, please contact a school finance consultant.

2018-19 PRE-POPULATED REVENUE LIMIT WORKSHEETS: The current pre-populated 2018-19 revenue limit Excel worksheets include: the October 15 Certification of General School Aid; the non-recurring revenue limit exemption for private school voucher students (Line 10.H.); and the private school special needs voucher students (Line 10.I).  For twenty-five school districts, the prior law directive to include in 2016-17 student membership (Line 6) the number of FTE students receiving a special needs private school voucher remains.

The 2018-2019 worksheet includes the new Department of Revenue administered aid program, State Aid for Exempt Personal Property (Line 12.D.). This new aid was created as part of the 2017-19 biennial budget passage and acts as a levy offset to the Fund 10 levy and will be coded to Source 691 when received. Any questions on the calculation of this aid amount should be directed to the Local Government Services team at the Department of Revenue.  
Other changes to the 2018-19 worksheet include the addition of FTE student counts for new independent charter schools added to Line 2 and Line 6. 16 school districts will be affected by this change.  It is important to note these districts will have an aid deduction in June 2010 equal to the FTE multiplied by $8,619 per FTE. 

The 2018-19 Revenue Limit worksheets have been updated to incorporate these changes along with worksheet changes to incorporate State Aid for Exempt Personal Property (Line 12D) into the calculation and can be found by going to:

5. SFS Home (http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs)

6. Revenue Limits

7. Revenue Limit Worksheets for Budget Planning  (https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/limits/worksheets/revenue) 

8. Then select the Excel spreadsheet 2018-19 Prepopulated Revenue Limit Worksheet - as of October 15, 2018.  
The document can be accessed directly at 2018-19 Prepopulated Revenue Limit Worksheet 

(https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sfs/xls/revlim19_prepop_oct15.xlsx) 

Please remember it is a school district’s responsibility to ensure the accuracy of the revenue limit worksheet.  Pay close attention to the membership counts.  The SFS Team’s pre-populated worksheet includes the data available to DPI, as reported by the district as of the date on the worksheet.  Any changes after that date will be incorporated into the next update.

Users are encouraged to frequently review/compare ALL of the fields in the DPI spreadsheet to information on file at the district. Remember that the point of the pre-populated worksheet is to show districts what our version of your revenue limit computation looks like. Its accuracy depends on correct data being on file here at the Department.

Call a SFS Team consultant if something appears confusing, does not look correct, or is exhibiting an unexpected result. We can assist you BEFORE your school board sets the levy for 2018-19.
2018-19 REVENUE LIMIT—SPECIAL NEEDS VOUCHER IMPACTS: The Special Needs Scholarship Program was created in 2016-17 for certain students with disabilities to attend a private school with a state paid voucher.  A district will have its state general school aids reduced by $12,431 per eligible private school full-time equivalency (FTE) student.  State law directs the district receive a non-recurring exemption equal to the state aid deduction (Line 10.I.)  For one year only, state law required DPI to provide the affected districts with the FTE student count on Line 6 as part of your September 2016 count for your current three-year average membership for 2016-17 revenue limits.  In addition, DPI includes these students as an adjustment to the current year general school aids membership.

If you have resident students that have been awarded a special needs voucher, your 2018-19 pre-populated revenue limit worksheet includes the applicable September 2016 FTE count on Line 6 and the 2018-19 state aid deduction on the new Line 10.I. In addition, a table listing the resident school districts, FTE students and the 2018-19 state aid deduction can be found at https://dpi.wi.gov/sms/special-needs-scholarship/data. 

If you have questions, BEFORE YOUR BOARD SETS YOUR LEVY, please contact Derek Sliter at 608-266-3464 or Derek.Sliter@dpi.wi.gov.
2018-19 REVENUE LIMIT—PRIVATE SCHOOL VOUCHER IMPACTS:  DPI has updated the 2018-19 pre-populated revenue limit worksheets to include the non-recurring revenue limit exemption (Line 10.H.) equal to your 2018-19 general school aids deduction that will pay private schools for certain students to attend under the Wisconsin or Racine private school voucher programs. In addition, DPI will include these full-time equivalency (FTE) students as an adjustment to your 2018-19 general school aids membership.

It is important to note that if a school board chooses to levy less than the private school voucher non-recurring revenue limit authority, the following year’s revenue limit carry-over total will be reduced dollar for dollar. 

A table listing all school districts, including those districts with incoming resident students receiving a private school voucher (details by K-8 and 9-12 FTE student totals), and the 2017-18 state general school aids deduction (which is equal to the non-recurring revenue limit exemption on Line 10.H. of the revenue limit) can be found at https://dpi.wi.gov/sms/choice-programs/data. 

This school aid deduction (also defined to be the non-recurring revenue limit exemption) is calculated as follows: the incoming private school pupil K-8 FTE times $7,754 plus the incoming private school pupil 9-12 FTE times $8,400, plus incoming summer school if applicable.  An incoming private school student is defined as a pupil who first begins participating in either the Wisconsin or Racine Parental Choice Programs in the 2015-16 school year or a school year after 2015-16.  If a pupil was counted as a private school Choice pupil on the 3rd Friday in September or 2nd Friday in January prior to the 2015-16 school year, they are not defined as an incoming Choice pupil.

If you have questions, BEFORE YOUR BOARD SETS YOUR LEVY, please contact Derek Sliter at 608-266-3464 or Derek.Sliter@dpi.wi.gov.
PER PUPIL CATEGORICAL AID OUTSIDE THE REVENUE LMITS:  Please remember the Per Pupil categorical aid is outside the Revenue Limits: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/aid/categorical/per-pupil-aid.

Districts should be aware that, while Per Pupil Aid for 2018-19 is $654 multiplied by Line 6 (Current 3-Year Average) from the district’s 2018-19 Revenue Limit Worksheet, the aid will be paid on the fourth Monday in March, 2019. 
The SFS Team annually posts a yearly schedule of the payment dates for state aid payments received by your district.  This is a useful document and can be accessed under “Aid Payment Information” on the SFS Team web site at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/finances/aids-register/aid-payments and selecting 2018-19 State Aid Payment Schedule.  Or, directly at https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sfs/pdf/paysch19.pdf 

If you have questions about the state aid payments listed, please contact Sumana Sengupta, Accountant-Senior, at 608-267-9205 or Sumana.Sengupta@dpi.wi.gov.
“GETTING SCHOOL FINANCE RIGHT--FROM THE BUDGET TO THE LEVY” WORKSHOPS: WASDA and the SFS Team are presenting two identical workshops for new and experienced administrators, business staff, and others who complete and present the revenue limit and equalization aid to their boards and public. The identical workshops are: 

October 18 in Madison 

Getting School Finance Right: From the Budget to the Levy-Madison
(https://www.wasda.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1118279&group=)

October 22 in Stevens Point 
Getting School Finance Right: From the Budget to the Levy-Stevens Point
(https://www.wasda.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1118278&group=) 

The SFS Team will discuss in detail the revenue limit worksheet from the base to the final levy.  We will be using district-specific numbers for participants. It is designed so participants are comfortable they are “getting it right” when presenting their recommendations to the board to certify the levy. It also provides basic information about how a district’s equalization aid is calculated, and other school finance issues. 

Contact Jessica Schwedrsky at jschwedrsky@wasda.org or (608) 729-6648 with questions or registration information at http://www.wasda.org.

2018 FALL LEVY REPORT OPENS ON OCTOBER 17:  The PI-401 opens on Wednesday, October 17th.  The PI-401 will be due on Wednesday, November 7, 2018.  Please note this is the third year municipal clerks are required to prepare tax bills highlighting the portion of the tax levy attributed to non-recurring operating & debt referenda approved after December 31, 2014.  This information will need to be provided to the clerks in the certification process from the school district.  Department of Revenue (DOR) is responsible for implementing this law change, but the School Finance Team has worked with DOR to redesign the PI-401 form to provide the detail municipalities require in a consistent manner.

If you have refinanced referenda debt approved after December 31, 2014 and included earlier debt issuances as part of the refinance, please contact Roger Kordus at 608-267-3752 or Roger.Kordus@dpi.wi.gov for assistance in determining the Fall 2018 levy impact.
Go to the “SFS Reporting Portals” on the SFS Team home page at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs or directly at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/reporting/safr/overview to log in and access the reports.

2018-19 PI-1504 BUDGET and SE BUDGET REPORTS OPEN ON NOVEMBER 1ST:  The PI-1504 Budget and PI-1504 SE Budget for the 2017-18 school year will open on Thursday, November 1. Both reports will be due on Friday, November 30, 2018.  

Go to the “SFS Reporting Portals” on the SFS Team home page at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs or directly at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/reporting/safr/overview to log in and access the reports.
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