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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #746, November 30, 2018
ESSA SCHOOL LEVEL BUDGET #1 PROBLEM: While districts and LEAs complete their ESSA School Level Budget reports, the most common thing people are requesting help with is error messages comparing their SLR data to their PI-1504. We deployed an update on November 27th to include those totals in the error message.


As a reminder, dollar amounts on the District Level Data screen are for expenditures NOT included with any of your schools. On the Finalize screen, the three dollar amounts under District Level Data (Federal, State/Local, and Exclusions) plus the two dollar totals at the bottom of your School Level Data (Federal and State/Local) equal your overall district total, which is compared to total expenditures (00 E) on the PI-1504.

School Level Budget reports are due December 14th. Contact Daniel Bush at daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov or 608-266-3862 with questions.
HIGH COST SPECIAL EDUCATION AID CLAIMS DUE DECEMBER 7th: This program provides additional special education aid to Wisconsin school districts, independent (2r) charter schools, CESAs or CCDEBs. An LEA providing a free appropriate public education (F.A.P.E) is eligible for aid when a student with disabilities has actual, additional, non-administrative costs of special education and related services in excess of $30,000, after certain reimbursements are excluded. School districts will qualify for reimbursement of 90 percent (rather than 70 percent) of eligible prior year costs above the high-cost aid threshold ($30,000 for an individual child). 
Updated information is available at https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/aid/special-ed/high-cost. Claims are submitted through the Special Education team's web portal. Information is available at https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/aid/special-ed/high-cost.
Contact Roselynn Bittorf at roselynn.bittorf@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9212 with questions.

PI-1505 SPECIAL EDUCATION ANNUAL REPORT - GRANT RECONCILATION: The 2017-18 PI-1505-SE has been closed for December aid calculation. It will re-open on Monday, December 3 and remain open until December 14. During that time I will be notifying LEAs that have issues related to grant amounts in the 2017-18 (FY18) Special Education Annual Report (PI-1505 SE). If you receive an email from me, it is generally related to these two GPI/GPO issues:

1. Confirm that for each LEA the corresponding Grant Payments In amount equal Grant Payments Out amount.  (GPI=GPO); and

2. Confirm that the total of all expenditures reported with an object code for payments to other aid-eligible LEAs (382 to District, 383 to CCDEB, or 386 to CESA) and a grant project code (340 IDEA, 315/317 district transit, 515/517 CESA transit, or 599 other grants) is also reported as Grant Payments Out (GPO).

Please contact Roselynn Bittorf at roselynn.bittorf@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9212 with questions.

PUPIL TRANSPORTATION AUDIT FINDING:  An audit finding in the 2017-2018 audit process, normally requires editing of the PI-1547/PI-1547SS data.  These report modifications need to be completed on or before Thursday, December 6, 2018 if the Local Education Agency (LEA) wishes to have an accurate Pupil Transportation Aid payment in January of 2019.  To complete an edit, email Bruce Anderson (Bruce.Anderson@dpi.wi.gov or dpifin@dpi.wi.gov) to request that the portal be opened.
Each audit finding will still be reviewed in the spring of 2019 to address the identified cause.  The pupil transportation aid is appropriated by the legislature and it is required that all of the appropriation be distributed between the qualifying LEAs.  If any final adjustments in pupil transportation aid are required it will be done prior to the second payment in June of 2019.  Please be advised that if the January Pupil Transportation Aid payment was in error due to an audit finding, the LEA may need to refund to DPI the excess aid payment before the June payments can be determined.
2018-19 TAX LEVY REPORTS:  We have updated the Fall 2018 school district tax levy, property value and mill rate information at: 

1.  SFS Home (http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs)  

2. » Statistical
3. » Basic Facts About Wisconsin Elementary and Secondary Schools
4. » Wisconsin School District Taxes and Levy Rates

Or, directly at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/statistical/basic-facts/district-tax-levy-rates.

FREE CHARTER SCHOOL GRANT APPLICATION WORKSHOPS:  Register for one of our free workshops to learn about the charter schools grant competition.
Click here for more information or go to:  https://dpi.wi.gov/sms/charter-schools/grants#2018%20Grant%20Information%20Workshop
If you have questions, please contact Diane Schwartz at (608) 267-9287 or diane.schwartz@dpi.wi.gov 
UPCOMING EVENTS: 
[November 30: PI-1504 and PI-1504-SE Budget Reports Due]

[December 1: High Cost Special Education Aids Claims Due]

[December 1: 2017-18 Charter School Authorizer Report Due]

[December 3:  2017-18 Audited Financial Statements Due]
[December 7:  High Cost Special Education Aids Claims Due]
[December 14: ESSA School Level Reporting Budget Due]

	UPCOMING WASBO [https://www.wasbo.com] and WASDA [http://www.wasda.org] WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES:
 
	 

	
	


WASBO Conferences and Training Opportunities
December 4, 2018 Madison
Winter at a Glance

www.wasbo.com/winter 

December 5-6, 2018 Madison
WASBO WASPA School Personnel Academy
https://www.wasbo.com/schoolpersonnel 

SCHOOL FINANCE CONTACTS:

[Jillian Raff, Auditor: 608-267-7882



Jillian.Raff@dpi.wi.gov]

[Terry Casper, Accountant-Advanced: 608-267-9218
Terry.Casper@dpi.wi.gov]


[Sumana Sengupta, Accountant-Senior: 608-267-9205
Sumana.Sengupta@dpi.wi.gov]
[Bruce Anderson, Consultant: 608-267-9707 

Bruce.Anderson@dpi.wi.gov]

[Dan Bush, Consultant:  608-266-3862


Daniel.Bush@dpi.wi.gov. 
[Derek Sliter, Consultant: 608-266-3464


Derek.Sliter@dpi.wi.gov]

[Roger Kordus, Consultant: 608-267-3752


Roger.Kordus@dpi.wi.gov] 

[Roselynn Bittorf, Consultant: 608-267-9212

Roselynn.Bittorf@dpi.wi.gov]
[Carey Bradley, Assistant Director: 608-267-9209  

Carey.Bradley@dpi.wi.gov]


[Bob Soldner, Director: 608-266-6968   


Robert.Soldner@dpi.wi.gov]

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE TO THIS LISTSERV: 

To subscribe to this bulletin go to this link:  http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/communications/listserves/subscribe 

To unsubscribe: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/communications/listserves/unsubscribe 

PREVIOUS SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #745, November 15, 2018

2018-19 ADJUSTMENTS TO STATE AID PAYMENTS: State law directs school district state aid payments to be withheld in full or in part for a variety of reasons, including projected net negative regular and special education Open Enrollment and Tuition Waivers, Wisconsin and Racine Parental Choice Program (WPCP/RPCP) deductions for private school vouchers, Special Needs Scholarship Program (SNSP) deductions for private school special education vouchers, New Independent Charter Schools Pupils, and the Challenge Academy deductions. The Actual and Projected State Aid Adjustments workbook details the current estimates of these adjustments and identifies the actual and projected withholdings from state aid payments. These withholdings are subtracted from the district's aid eligibility to estimate the actual cash payment. The workbook is intended to explain differences between districts anticipated state aids and the amount actually paid, if any, as well as to project future state aid adjustments for cash flow planning purposes.  The workbook is based on the best currently available information, which is subject to change, and therefore this workbook will be updated periodically throughout the year.

The Actual and Projected State Aid Adjustments workbook can be found on the SFS Team web site: 

1. School Financial Services (http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs)
2. Accounting, Auditing & Financial Management
3. Aid Payments
4. Aid Payment Adjustments
5. Once on the page, go to the section:
Actual and Projected State Aid Adjustments

2018-19 Actual and Projected State Aid Adjustments  - As of November 05, 2018

Or, directly at https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sfs/xls/ActualAndProjectedAidAdjustment_11-05-2018.xlsx 

If you have questions, please contact Sumana Sengupta at 608-267-9205 or sumana.sengupta@dpi.wi.gov or Terry Casper at 608-267-9218 or terry.casper@dpi.wi.gov.

2018-19 PRE-POPULATED REVENUE LIMIT WORKSHEETS: The pre-populated 2018-19 revenue limit Excel worksheets have been updated based on currently submitted school district data.  The worksheets include: the October 15 Certification of General School Aid; the non-recurring revenue limit exemption for private school voucher students (Line 10.H.); and the private school special needs voucher students (Line 10.I).  For twenty-five school districts, the prior law directive to include in 2016-17 student membership (Line 6) the number of FTE students receiving a special needs private school voucher remains.

The 2018-2019 worksheet includes the new Department of Revenue administered aid program, State Aid for Exempt Personal Property (Line 12.D.). This new aid was created as part of the 2017-19 biennial budget passage and acts as a levy offset to the Fund 10 levy and will be coded to Source 691 when received. Any questions on the calculation of this aid amount should be directed to the Local Government Services team at the Department of Revenue.  

Other changes to the 2018-19 worksheet include the addition of FTE student counts for new independent charter schools added to Line 2 and Line 6. 16 school districts will be affected by this change.  It is important to note these districts will have an aid deduction in June 2010 equal to the FTE multiplied by $8,619 per FTE. 

The 2018-19 Revenue Limit worksheets have been updated to incorporate these changes along with worksheet changes to incorporate State Aid for Exempt Personal Property (Line 12D) into the calculation and can be found by going to:

1. SFS Home (http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs)

2. Revenue Limits

3. Revenue Limit Worksheets for Budget Planning  (https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/limits/worksheets/revenue) 

4. Then select the Excel spreadsheet 2018-19 Prepopulated Revenue Limit Worksheet - as of November 15, 2018.  
 The document can be accessed directly at 2018-19 Prepopulated Revenue Limit Worksheet    
(https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sfs/xls/revlim19_prepop_nov15.xlsx) 

Please remember it is a school district’s responsibility to ensure the accuracy of the revenue limit worksheet.  Pay close attention to the membership counts.  The SFS Team’s pre-populated worksheet includes the data available to DPI, as reported by the district as of the date on the worksheet.  Any changes after that date will be incorporated into the next update.
[image: image1.png]