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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #756, February 8, 2019
SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM UPDATE: Bob Soldner will be the assistant state superintendent of the Division for Finance and Management beginning March 18, 2019. Bob is grateful for the opportunity to serve State Superintendent Carolyn Stanford Taylor in this new role. The School Financial Services Team will continue its work and Bob will be involved during the transition over the next few months. 
Please watch future listserv notices for SFS Team job openings.

OPEB REMINDER: Updated actuarial studies or table updates are needed for your Audited Financial Statements every year. Actuarial studies are required to be completed every two years.  If you are not due for an updated study, you still will need to be working with your actuary to get the table updates needed for the Audited Financial Statements. Now is a good time to check with your auditor/actuary to see which one you will need for the year ending June 30, 2019? If a new study is required, it is recommended you begin the RFP/planning process now.
2018-2019 COMMON SCHOOL FUND DISTRIBUTION (LIBRARY AID):  Common School Fund distributions for the 2018-19 school year will be $30.67 (rounded) per census student. This figure is based upon the Board of Commissioners of Public Lands’ estimate of $36.2 million being available for payment.  This amount is a conservative estimate and DPI is confident the funds will be distributed.  Payments to districts will be made on Monday, April 29, 2019.  Funds are to be used in the same fiscal year as they are received.

The calculation of each school district’s Common School Fund (library aid) is available in an excel file on the team's website at 

1. SFS Home  (http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs) 

2. State & Federal Aid  (http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/aid/overview) 

3. Categorical Aid (http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/aid/categorical/overview) 

4. Wisconsin's Common School Fund. (http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/aid/categorical/common-school-fund) 
5. Under “Library Aid Paid (by School Year)” Select 2018-19
Each school district’s Common School Fund (library aid) is available in this excel file:
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sfs/xls/CSF_2019_Aid_Feb_Calculation_Publish.xlsx
Further information regarding Common School Fund purchasing can be found at Purchasing Guidelines.  If you have any questions regarding school library purchases that meet the requirements of the Common School Fund, please use the online request for assistance option at Common School Fund Questions or directly at http://dpi.wi.gov/common-school-fund/questions. 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

[February 4, 2019:  2018-19 Student Membership Audits Announced]
[May 1, 2019: For Certain Districts the 2018-19 Student Membership Audits are Due]

	UPCOMING WASBO [https://www.wasbo.com] and WASDA [http://www.wasda.org] WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES: 
	 

	
	


WASBO Conferences and Training Opportunities
Wisconsin Federal Funding Conference

February 25-26, 2019

Kalahari Resort, Wisconsin Dells

https://www.wasbo.com/federalfunding 

Facilities Management Conference

March 7-8, 2019

Kalahari Resort, Wisconsin Dells

https://www.wasbo.com/facilities 

Transportation and Bus Safety Conference

March 8, 2019

Kalahari Resort, Wisconsin Dells

https://www.wasbo.com/WASBO/Professional_Development/Conference/Transportation_Conference.aspx 

Accounting Conference

March 20-21, 2019

Kalahari Resort and Conference Center, Wisconsin Dells

https://www.wasbo.com/accounting 


 


 HYPERLINK "https://secure-web.cisco.com/1a4qIDKTJPBfRdRIti0FjjUbgoau5Dez9kTcs7Qkhw4xO6KDS04UxkG3dvP5J9gu0Oq_UFkwLIfZ2q2h43upaJGKmRChvZl0YDABfC1KpsMfvFSOeE45FtmbDqn7EdVWOvNQ-K4DnHPfe5bXtkUgVc7pMjNe2cQ8VIR0PnwMjRFAWl4S0adF5ioHGyPg355oy00SyqHgq7bkxYoC-_OXs6dXsVw7oWvnmIY6xa5uoFsnpWNZJPj8aPOsit8kwMb6F/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wasbo.com%2Ffacilities" 
[image: image2.jpg]March 7-8, 2019
Kalahari Resort, W1 Del
‘washo.com/faci




 


 HYPERLINK "https://secure-web.cisco.com/1CXNztPGkGS8v7CAH7MScNNUJ6rJuSVXbVjlLsNIPOiqhyV24mr_IyAd6wbKlbKUGjHcwl8aFKndjVWqbBV_kL9a6v23uvbZDe-Oix3SUKdIdRDeVk2AM350xeyQdZd9b9t7TW2iwksuv0GM4A57bllts9up2gUMxhctKPfIXMC-jeFnyEw6vW4tRBhYqilUHaQdc-pdhp_lBQjF085QD4-LDkvXXYlwINqECW8o_XhDGrvHfGHgrx9ovAVm14AhX/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wasbo.com%2Ftransportation" 
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SCHOOL FINANCE CONTACTS:

[Jillian Raff, Auditor: 608-267-7882



Jillian.Raff@dpi.wi.gov]

[Terry Casper, Accountant-Advanced: 608-267-9218
Terry.Casper@dpi.wi.gov]


[Sumana Sengupta, Accountant-Senior: 608-267-9205
Sumana.Sengupta@dpi.wi.gov]
[Bruce Anderson, Consultant: 608-267-9707 

Bruce.Anderson@dpi.wi.gov]

[Dan Bush, Consultant:  608-266-3862


Daniel.Bush@dpi.wi.gov. 
[Derek Sliter, Consultant: 608-266-3464


Derek.Sliter@dpi.wi.gov]

[Roger Kordus, Consultant: 608-267-3752


Roger.Kordus@dpi.wi.gov] 

[Roselynn Bittorf, Consultant: 608-267-9212

Roselynn.Bittorf@dpi.wi.gov]
[Carey Bradley, Assistant Director: 608-267-9209  

Carey.Bradley@dpi.wi.gov]


[Bob Soldner, Director: 608-266-6968   


Robert.Soldner@dpi.wi.gov]

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE TO THIS LISTSERV: 

To subscribe to this bulletin go to this link:  http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/communications/listserves/subscribe 

To unsubscribe: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/communications/listserves/unsubscribe 

PREVIOUS SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #755, February 4, 2019

2018-19 REQUIRED STUDENT MEMBERSHIP AUDITS (DUE MAY 1, 2019):  The state superintendent is required annually to select at least 25 percent of school districts to submit membership audits (Wis. Stat. § 115.28(18).) Notification of required membership audits will be sent via e-mail to the district administrators of the selected districts and to district auditors via our auditor listserv.  The list of districts with required membership audits can be accessed on the SFS website at:
1. SFS Home  (http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs) 
2.  Accounting, Auditing & Financial Management  (http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/finances/overview) 

3.  Audit Requirements (http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/finances/auditors/overview) 

4. Membership Audit Information (http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/finances/auditors/membership/overview) 

5. Under “Audit Program and Report Format” select
“2018-19 Membership Audit List” 

Or, by opening the following spreadsheet https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sfs/xls/Membership_Audit_Selection_List_2018-19.xlsx 

The membership audits are due May 1, 2019. 

The following procedures were used to select districts for 2018-19 membership audits.  Please note that under the random selection method 1.B. below, the possibility of being selected for a membership audit exists each year.

1. Random Selection:

A. From a "four-year cycle" pool, whereby all districts are selected for an audit at least once in a four-year period; or

B. From an "annual selection pool,” whereby 5 percent of those districts not selected under 1.A. are selected.

2. Districts audited in 2017-2018 having a net error rate in excess of 1 percent from the reported school year membership, for either count date.
3. The January pupil count report was not completed by January 25, 2019.

4. Districts with audit findings or other issues, including Summer and Interim Session fee issues reported in the prior student membership audit.
The membership audit program will have some changes from last year. These documents are available for downloading at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/finances/auditors/membership/overview. On this page, go the section “Audit Program and Report Format” and select: 

· Membership Audit Program - new as of February 4, 2019 

(https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sfs/doc/2019_Membership_Audit_Program.doc) 

· Example Membership Audit Report - new as of February 4, 2019
(https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sfs/doc/2019_Membership_Audit_Report.doc)
Districts participating in the Chapter 220 or Integration Transfer Program (ITP) are required to have a separate audit of ITP or Chapter 220 membership and should contract with their auditor for this. The ITP membership audit is also due May 1, 2019.

If you have questions about the membership audit selection process, please contact Sumana Sengupta, Accountant-Senior, at 608-267-9205 or Sumana.Sengupta@dpi.wi.gov. 
If you have questions regarding the membership audit program, please contact Jillian Raff, Auditor, at 608-267-7882 or Jillian.Raff@dpi.wi.gov.
CHANGES TO PI-1563 SEPTEMBER/JANUARY PUPIL COUNT REPORT:  If you wish to amend your district’s pupil count reports, please follow the applicable procedures as listed below: 

FOR DISTRICTS REQUIRED TO SUBMIT A MEMBERSHIP AUDIT: The School Finance Reporting Portal is open to districts selected for a membership audit.  Districts are to make pupil count changes through the reporting portal on the PI-1563 reports by changing original data. The district’s auditor is not allowed to make the changes; rather, they may only print the "Audit Changes: Summary" and use it in their audit procedures.  Once the finance team receives the audited membership report from the district’s auditor, the PI-1563 report will be closed. If an amendment is required subsequent to the audit, follow the same procedures as “For Districts Not Required To Have a Membership Audit” detailed below.  The district’s auditor must concur in writing to any changes made after the 2018-19 membership audit has been submitted.

FOR DISTRICTS NOT REQUIRED TO HAVE A MEMBERSHIP AUDIT:  Any changes to the PI-1563 Pupil Count Report will be made by the district via the School Finance Reporting Portal.  

If your district does not have a membership audit, send an e-mail to Bruce Anderson at bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov or Roger Kordus at roger.kordus@dpi.wi.gov indicating:

· which count date;

· what changes are to be made;

· why the changes are required; and

· include your contact information. 

You will be contacted as to when the reporting portal will be open for you to make an amendment to the appropriate report. After amending the PI-1563 report, please be sure to press the “submit” button so the changes are official.

If you have questions, please contact Bruce Anderson (bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9707) or Roger Kordus (roger.kordus@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-3752).
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