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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #763, April 15, 2019
2017-18 COMPARATIVE COSTS AND COMPARATIVE REVENUES AVAILABLE: Comparative Cost and Comparative Revenue audited data for 2017-18 is now available on the School Financial Services (SFS) website on the left hand scan bar under “Statistical”:

1. SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES (https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs)

2. STATISTICAL
3. COMPARATIVIE COST/REVNUE
Or, directly at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/statistical/cost-revenue/overview. 
Please be aware that cost and revenue measures can differ from one district to another and from one year to another. Reliance on any single-year cost or revenue determination may not be representative for all school districts. Users are encouraged to seek explanation for and understanding of the underlying data that are used for these measures.  

Several reasons can explain variance in cost - educational programming, pupil transportation requirements, increases or decreases in debt service expenditures, or having food and community service operations. The following "comparable" cost measures were developed to limit or identify the effects of various factors that contribute to cost variances:
· Total Current Educational Cost (TCEC) This measure attempts to identify overall instructional and instructional support service costs attributable to district resident students. It can generally be described as the cost of the district's General and Special Project funds, excluding transportation and facility acquisition expenditures, less inter-fund transfers and revenues for instructional services the district provides to non-resident pupils such as tuition receipts, CESA and cooperative agreements, and state inter-district integration aid. 
· Total Education Cost (TEC) This is the TCEC plus transportation, expenditures for facility acquisitions charged to the General, Special Project, and Capital Expansion (Tax Levy Financed "Sinking") funds, and debt service principal and interest.
· Total District Cost (TDC) This is TEC plus food and community service costs. It should be noted that food and community service activities are usually funded with fees and other program revenue, requiring little or no property tax subsidy. 

Reasons for variance in revenue can include: new or the expiration of revenue limit exemptions, new or loss of eligibility in categorical aid/grant programs, increases or decreases in debt service levies, starting or eliminating food and community service operations, and other one-time revenues (insurance proceeds from a loss, sales of equipment, Medicaid settlements). The Comparative Revenue measure limits the effects of various factors while capturing district revenues into four categories: Property Tax, Federal, State, and Local Non-Property Tax.

Please contact Derek Sliter at derek.sliter@dpi.wi.gov or 608-266-3464 if you have questions.
2019-20 PRE-POPULATED BUDGET HEARING AND ADOPTION WORKBOOK AVAILABLE:  Wisconsin state law sec. 65.90 sets forth the procedures in which common, union high, and unified school districts must follow in formulating a budget, holding a public hearing, and adopting a budget each year.  A link to the statutes is at http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/prefaces/toc.  At this page you can select Chapter 65 or directly at http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/ch.%2065 

The budget must identify revenues, expenditures, and fund balances for the budgeted year in addition to the two fiscal years preceding the budgeted fiscal year.  Budget detail is based upon the Wisconsin Uniform Financial Reporting Requirements (WUFAR) hierarchy of accounts. 

To assist districts in the 2019-20 budget process, the SFS Team has pre-populated the 65.90 Budget Hearing and Adoption Excel document with final, audited 2017-18 Annual Report data on file at the Department. The district will need to enter 2018-19 Unaudited and 2019-20 Budgeted data into BOTH the "Budget Adoption Format" and "Initial Data" tabs. The workbook also contains information on budget hearing and adoption timelines.

The Pre-Populated Budget Hearing and Adoption Workbook and related information can be found at: https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/finances/budgeting/budget-hearing-adoption.  Go to the “Pre-Populated Budget Hearing and Adoption Workbooks” section and select the 2019-20 (2017-18 audited annual data as of April 2, 2019) link for the Excel document.  
Or, directly at https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sfs/6590_prefill2019-20.xlsx
Please contact Roger Kordus (608-267-3752 or roger.kordus@dpi.wi.gov) if you have questions on the budget hearing or workbook.  If you have WUFAR related questions, please contact Terry Casper (608-267-9218 or terry.casper@dpi.wi.gov).

2019-20 MULTI-TASKER UPATED:  The School Financial Services (SFS) Team provides resources for organizing your work.  The Fiscal Year "Multitasker" Planning Calendar is s a 12-month summary chart of the main reports and activities that occur throughout the school year July - June).
The information is found on the SFS Team’s website:

1. SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES (https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs)

2. CALENDARS AND COMMUNICATIONS
3. CALENDAR AND DUE DATES
Or, directly at https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/communications/calendars/overview
UPCOMING EVENTS: 

[May 1, 2019: For Certain Districts the 2018-19 Student Membership Audits are Due]

	UPCOMING WASBO [https://www.wasbo.com] and WASDA [http://www.wasda.org] WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES: 
	 

	
	


WASBO Conferences and Training Opportunities
Spring Conference (https://www.wasbo.com/spring)
May 16-17, 2019

https://www.wasbo.com/spring
Location:

KI Convention Center
333 Main Street
Green Bay, WI, 54301
Phone: 920.432.1234
SCHOOL FINANCE CONTACTS:

[Jillian Raff, Auditor: 608-267-7882



Jillian.Raff@dpi.wi.gov]

[Terry Casper, Accountant-Advanced: 608-267-9218
Terry.Casper@dpi.wi.gov]


[Sumana Sengupta, Accountant-Senior: 608-267-9205
Sumana.Sengupta@dpi.wi.gov]
[Bruce Anderson, Consultant: 608-267-9707 

Bruce.Anderson@dpi.wi.gov]

[Dan Bush, Consultant:  608-266-3862


Daniel.Bush@dpi.wi.gov. 
[Derek Sliter, Consultant: 608-266-3464


Derek.Sliter@dpi.wi.gov]

[Roger Kordus, Consultant: 608-267-3752


Roger.Kordus@dpi.wi.gov] 

[Roselynn Bittorf, Consultant: 608-267-9212

Roselynn.Bittorf@dpi.wi.gov]
[Carey Bradley, Assistant Director: 608-267-9209  

Carey.Bradley@dpi.wi.gov]


[Vacant, Director: 608-266-6968]  




SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE TO THIS LISTSERV: 

To subscribe to this bulletin go to this link:  http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/communications/listserves/subscribe 

To unsubscribe: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/communications/listserves/unsubscribe 

PREVIOUS SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #762, March 29, 2019

UPCOMING REFERENDUM RESULT REPORTING: We ask those districts with referendum elections on April 2 to please report the preliminary results in the School Finance Reporting Portal on Wednesday (April 3) morning.  Please enter the number of Yes and No votes and whether the referendum passed or failed.  Alternatively you may email preliminary results to roger.kordus@dpi.wi.gov. 

The next step is after the Board of Canvassers meeting, please forward a copy of the Board of Canvassers certification of final vote tallies via email to roger.kordus@dpi.wi.gov.  

For directions on how to report go to “Reporting the Upcoming Referendum and Results of a Referendum to DPI” at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/reporting/safr/referendum/overview.  Please record information in the reporting portal (SAFR at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/reporting/safr/overview).
2019-2021 BIENNIAL BUDGET - LFB SUMMARY OF GOVERNOR EVERS’ BUDGET: The Legislative Fiscal Bureau has completed its summary of Governor Evers’ 2019-2021 budget at http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/misc/lfb/budget/2019_21_biennial_budget/ . The DPI summary may be found directly at: http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/misc/lfb/budget/2019_21_biennial_budget/500_summary_of_governor_s_budget_recommendations_march_2019_by_agency/public_instruction.pdf
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REGARDING THE GOVENOR’S BUDGET PROPOSAL FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION FUNDING: The proposed budget makes an unprecedented $606 million investment in special education, increasing the reimbursement rate from 25 percent to 60 percent by 2020-21. Public schools are required by law to fund special education services, regardless of cost. Wisconsin’s primary special education aid, which has been frozen for over a decade, is the main way the state pays for special education costs. The funding gap between required costs and state funding is over $1 billion. 

Local Maintenance of Effort (MOE) requirements should not be affected by the Governor’s proposal. Federal law requires a Local Education Agency (LEA) receiving funds under IDEA, Part B to budget at least the same amount of local funds or a combination of local and state funds each year. Within that combination of funds, if the state fund portion goes up, the local fund portion can go down as long as the total funding meets the prior year obligation. Since state and federal laws already require districts to fund special education services called for in a student’s IEP regardless of cost, district expenditures should not go up as a result of the Governor’s proposal. 
For more information, please see the Policy and Budget website: https://dpi.wi.gov/policy-budget/biennial-budget/current
ACH PAYMENTS FROM STATE AGENCIES OTHER THAN DPI:  The Aids Register  is a listing of all aid payments made by the Department of Public Instruction to school districts and other organizations. Inquiries regarding ACH payments not on the Aids Register should be sent to WIVendors@wisconsin.gov.  Be sure to include the amount, the date and the name it was deposited under in your request for information.
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