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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #499, January 9, 2013
SPECIAL EDUCATION CATEGORICAL AID PAYMENT: The 2012-13 Special Education Aid computation worksheets for the January 22, 2013 State Special Education Aid payment are available at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_sped_worksheets. (You can also access them from the SFS homepage by clicking “Special Education Aid” in the left-hand bar, and the “Categorical Aid Payments & Worksheets” link on the resulting page.) Questions regarding these computations should be directed to Daniel Bush at daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9212.

REFERENDA REMINDERS:  State law requires a school district to notify the DPI within 10 days after adopting a resolution to hold a referendum. A copy of the Initial Resolution should be sent to michele.tessner@dpi.wi.gov and the district should enter the referendum into the School Finance Reporting Portal. Instructions on notifying DPI of upcoming referenda can be found on the recently updated Referendum Information page at: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_referendum
All preliminary results of referenda are compiled in a report for the State Superintendent on the morning following the election. We ask that districts report preliminary results as soon as possible the morning following the election via e-mail to michele.tessner@dpi.wi.gov or by updating the School Finance Reporting Portal. Within 10 days after the election, the completed Board of Canvassers Report should be scanned and e-mailed to Michele or faxed to 608-266-2840.

2012-13 MEMBERSHIP REPORT AUDITS WILL BE ANNOUNCED JANUARY 31: Districts with required membership audits will be announced on January 31, 2013 via this listserv message and on the SFS Team website under Late Breaking Information at http://www.dpi.wi.gov/sfs/index.html. The audit report is due May 1, 2013. The state superintendent is required annually to select at least 25 percent of school districts to have membership audits (s. 115.28(18), Wis. Stats.). The following procedures will be used to select districts for 2012-13  membership audits. (Note that under random selection method "1.B", the possibility of selection each year exists.) 
1. Random Selection: 

A. From a "four-year cycle" pool, whereby all districts are selected for an audit at least once in a four-year period; or

B. From an "annual selection pool,” whereby 5 percent of those districts not selected above are selected. 

2. Districts audited in 2011-2012 having a net error rate in excess of 1 percent from the reported membership, for either count date, and not selected by previous procedures. 

3. The January pupil count report was not received by January 25, 2013, and not selected by the procedures listed above. 

Districts participating in the Integration Transfer Program (ITP) are required to have a separate audit of ITP Membership and should contract with their auditor for this. The ITP membership audit is also due May 1, 2013. 

SCHEDULED PRESENTATIONS: 
February 28 and March 1 - Federal Funding Conference, Kalahari Resort, Wisconsin Dells
UPCOMING EVENTS: 
[January 11 – Second Friday in January Pupil Count date; PI-1563 Pupil Count Report opens]

[January 21 – Offices closed – MLK holiday]

[January 22 – Aid payment: Special Education Aid]

[January 25 – PI-1563 Pupil Count Report due]

UPCOMING WASBO WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES: Register at wasbo. com January 22-25 - WASB/WASBO/WASDA Joint Education Convention - Milwaukee

 

SCHOOL FINANCE CONTACTS:

[Brad Adams, Consultant: 608-267-3752 bradley.adams@dpi.wi.gov]

[Erin Fath, Consultant: 608-266-3464  
erin.fath@dpi.wi.gov]

[Dan Bush, Consultant: 608-267-9212  
daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov]

[Bruce Anderson: 608-267-9707  
bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov]

[Deb Brown, Assistant Director: 608-267-9209  debra.brown@dpi.wi.gov]

[Jerry Landmark, Director: 608-266-6968   jerome.landmark@dpi.wi.gov]

PREVIOUS LISTSERV MESSAGE #498, January 3, 2013:

PI-1563 PUPIL COUNT REPORT GUIDANCE: The pupil count date is Friday, January 11, and the report is due Friday, January 25. A district that fails to submit the report by the due date will automatically receive a membership audit. Detailed guidance on submitting the report is provided below. Questions about the report should be submitted to Brad Adams, Consultant, at Bradley.adams@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-3752 or Debbie Brown, Assistant Director, at debra.brown@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9209. 
Please route the following information to the individual(s) who completes the PI-1563 

January Pupil Count Report for your district. 

If your district is unable to hold school on January 11, a request for an alternative 

pupil count date may be submitted to the State Superintendent (s. 121.05(3), Wis. 

Stats.). Send your request by email to Debbie Brown, School Financial Services 

Team, at debra.brown@dpi.wi.gov. Please specify the alternative 

date that you are requesting. In most circumstances, the date should be either the 

Thursday before, or the Monday after, the Friday count date.

The PI-1563 Internet Pupil Count Report will be open January 11 and can be accessed through the Reporting Portal link on the School Financial Services Team website located at 

http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/index.html. Pupil count report instructions and a spreadsheet 

are available under the “Membership” link on the left-hand scan bar or directly at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_membrpt2.

Again this year, districts will be required to document a reconciliation 

process for membership changes from the September count date to the January 

count date. Information about this requirement is available as a webcast located on 

the team’s website under “Webcast Presentations” or directly at: 

http://dpimedia.wi.gov/main/Viewer/?peid=81a311ce5f8a45f78da9b9a21bf50075. It 

is entitled, “PI 1563 September/January Pupil Count Reconciliation Webcast.” The 

pupil count reconciliation worksheet is available under the “Membership” link on 

the left-hand scan bar or directly at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_membrpt2
Districts that are selected for membership audits per s. 115.28(18), will be announced on January 31. 

Districts that need to amend their pupil count after required membership audits are announced will do so by one of two ways: 1) If your district has a membership audit, simply go into the reporting portal and make the changes. The auditor will verify any changes upon completion of the audit. 2) If your district does not have a membership audit, send an e-mail to debra.brown@dpi.wi.gov requesting the SFS team to open the portal along with an explanation of the changes that will be made. The district will then be advised via an e-mail response when the portal will be open for revisions. Contact Debbie Brown, SFS Team Assistant Director, at (608) 267-9209 or by e-mail debra.brown@dpi.wi.gov should you have questions.
PUPIL TRANSPORTATION AID PAYMENTS: 2012-13 Pupil Transportation Aid payments for 2011-12 pupil transportation claims will be processed and sent to school districts by the end of January.  The amount of aid per district is accessible directly at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_pupiltran1 or by selecting “Aid Information” in the left hand column of the School Finance Home Page at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/  and “Transportation Aid” on the list of links. Scroll to toward the bottom of this page and you will find, “2012-2013 Transportation Aid Payments as of January 3, 2013.”  School districts are listed in alphabetical order on the spreadsheet.
As a result of 2011 WI Act 105, any balance remaining after paying all claims for pupil transportation aid shall be apportioned among districts. This apportionment shall be based on each district's share of the total claims. Residual balance payments shall be paid in June.
Contact Bruce Anderson, School Finance Consultant, at bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9707 with questions.
FROM THE SPECIAL ED TEAM: SPECIAL EDUCATION HIGH COST CLAIMS:  The high cost software opened on Dec. 27th. Claims for expenses incurred during 2011-2012 are due January 31, 2013. The funds are paid to eligible recipients in June 2013 for 2011-2012 costs. For additional information on the High Cost Aid program, including eligible costs, visit http://sped.dpi.wi.gov/sped_highcost. The High Cost Special Education Aid program's claim process is accessed through the Special Education web portal. Instructions for completing the web-based claim forms can be viewed at http://sped.dpi.wi.gov/files/sped/pdf/highcost-instructions.pdf.  For questions regarding the High Cost Claim, contact Sarah Houser, Special Education Fiscal Monitoring Consultant, at sarah.houser@dpi.wi.gov.

  
A high cost claim webinar tutorial session has been scheduled for 1:30 p.m., Wednesday, January 9, 2013. The webinar will demonstrate the software and review reimbursable costs, as well as go into greater explanation regarding the $10,000 base adjustment. To register, please visit https://www2.gotomeeting.com/register/749931378. 

 If you know of someone that would like to subscribe to this bulletin send them the link: 
http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservsubscribe
To unsubscribe click on the link: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservunsubscribe
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