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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #503, February 6, 2013
OPEB AND HRA/HSA GUIDANCE:  Two new documents have been added to the Accounting Issues and Coding Examples link under WUFAR on the left side scan bar on the School Finance Homepage or direct at: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_wufaracct_code_ex.  The first document describes accounting for the various types of HRA and HSA accounts.  There is also a new Fund 73 document with detailed account descriptions and usage, and sample OPEB entries.  The Sample of Activity for OPEB has also been updated.  In addition to finding the two OPEB documents under Accounting Issues and Coding Examples, they are also located under the Benefit Trust Fund link on the left side scan bar or direct at:  http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_emp_benefit_trust_fund.  If you have any questions regarding OPEB, please contact Michele Tessner at michele.tessner@dpi.wi.gov.

UPCOMING REFERENDA:  A listing of districts with referenda on February 19, 2013 and April 2, 2013 is available at: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_referendum.  If your district is having an upcoming referendum or multiple referenda, please review the list to make sure it has been reported to DPI.  If your district is having a referendum on either of those dates, and you do not see it listed on the appropriate list, please contact Michele Tessner at 608-267-9218 or michele.tessner@dpi.wi.gov as soon as possible.  State law requires a school district to notify the DPI within 10 days after adopting a resolution to hold a referendum. 

SCHEDULED PRESENTATIONS: 
[February 13 – WASDA New Superintendent Workshop]

[February 28 and March 1 - Federal Funding Conference, Kalahari Resort, Wisconsin Dells]
UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 [February 19 – Aid payment: SAGE, Special Ed]

UPCOMING WASBO WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES: Register at wasbo. com [Federal Funding Conference, Feb. 28 & March 1] 
[WASBO Spring Conference, May 7-10]

 

SCHOOL FINANCE CONTACTS:

[Brad Adams, Consultant: 608-267-3752 bradley.adams@dpi.wi.gov]

[Erin Fath, Consultant: 608-266-3464  
erin.fath@dpi.wi.gov]

[Dan Bush, Consultant: 608-267-9212  
daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov]

[Bruce Anderson: 608-267-9707  
bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov]

[Deb Brown, Assistant Director: 608-267-9209  debra.brown@dpi.wi.gov]

[Jerry Landmark, Director: 608-266-6968   jerome.landmark@dpi.wi.gov]

PREVIOUS LISTSERV MESSAGE #502, January 31, 2013:

2012-13 REQUIRED MEMBERSHIP AUDITS:  The state superintendent is required annually to select at least 25 percent of school districts to submit membership audits (s. 115.28(18), Wis. Stats.) Notification of required membership audits was sent via e-mail to district administrators of those districts and to district auditors via listserv message. Criteria for a district to be selected to submit a required membership audit is below. Subscribers to this listserve can view the e-mail notification content and a list of the districts with required membership audits by selecting the “Audit/Auditor Info” link on the left hand scan bar of the team’s home web page directly at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_m_audit   The membership audits are due May 1.
TO MAKE CHANGES TO PI 1563 SEPTEMBER/JANUARY PUPIL COUNT REPORT:  If you wish to amend your district’s pupil count reports, please follow the alternative procedures as listed below: 

FOR DISTRICTS REQUIRED TO SUBMIT A MEMBERSHIP AUDIT: The School Finance Reporting Portal will remain open to districts selected for a membership audit. Districts are to make pupil count changes through the reporting portal on the PI 1563 reports by changing original data. The district’s auditor is not allowed to make the changes; rather, they may only print the "Audit Changes: Summary" and use it in their audit procedures.  Once the finance team receives the audited membership report from the district’s auditor, the PI 1563 report will be closed. If an amendment is required subsequent to the audit, follow the same procedures as “Districts Not Required To Have a Membership Audit.”  The district’s auditor must concur in writing to any changes made subsequent to the audit. 
FOR DISTRICTS NOT REQUIRED TO SUBMIT A MEMBERSHIP AUDIT:  Any changes to the PI-1563 Pupil Count Report will be made by the district via the School Finance Reporting Portal. Send an email to: debra.brown@dpi.wi.gov indicating which count date, what changes are to be made and why, and include contact information. You will be contacted as to when the reporting portal will be open for you to make an amendment to the appropriate report. After amending the PI-1563 report, please be sure to press the “submit” button so the changes are official. Questions should be directed to Debbie Brown by email at debra.brown@dpi.wi.gov or by phone at 608-267-9209.
SELECTION OF MEMBERSHIP AUDITS: The state superintendent is required annually to select at least 25 percent of school districts to have membership audits (s. 115.28(18), Wis. Stats.). The following procedures will be used to select districts for 2012-13 membership audits. (Note that under random selection method "1.B", the possibility of selection each year exists.) 
1. Random Selection: 

A. From a "four-year cycle" pool, whereby all districts are selected for an audit at least once in a four-year period; or

B. From an "annual selection pool,” whereby 5 percent of those districts not selected above are selected. 

2. Districts audited in 2011-2012 having a net error rate in excess of 1 percent from the reported membership, for either count date, and not selected by previous procedures. 

3. The January pupil count report was not received by January 25, 2013, and not selected by the procedures listed above. 

A listing of school districts with required membership reports can be accessed on the same site referenced above. Districts participating in the Integration Transfer Program (ITP) are required to have a separate audit of ITP Membership and should contract with their auditor for this. The ITP membership audit is also due May 1, 2013. 

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE TO THIS LISTSERV: To subscribe to this bulletin go to this link: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservsubscribe
To unsubscribe: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservunsubscribe
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