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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #510, April 19, 2013
UPDATE ON HRA CONTRIBUTIONS TO A FUND 73 TRUST: Guidance referring to contributions to an HRA for current employee future retirement has been updated. It distinguishes between contributions to the trust for Defined Benefit Retirement Plans, which are valued in the actuarial study and considered OPEB, and Defined Contribution Retirement Plans, which are not valued in the study and are not considered OPEB.  Updated guidance regarding the accounting for these transactions are numbers 1 and 2 of the document found at: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/files/sfs/HRA_and_HSA.doc.  Updated descriptions of Fund 73 accounts can be found at: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/files/sfs/Fund_73_account_descriptions.doc.   If you have any questions relating to this, please contact Michele Tessner at michele.tessner@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9218.

SUMMER SCHOOL GUIDANCE MEMO: Updated guidance for districts offering 2013 summer school classes is under Summer School on the left-hand sidebar of the SFS website at http://www.dpi.wi.gov/sfs/index.html or directly at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_summ_sch. Of particular note: Districts may only charge a minimal material fee if the district is claiming membership for state aid or revenue limit purposes for the course.  If the district claims state aid under s. 121.14, Wis. Stats., there shall be no cost to the resident student beyond individual use supplies (towels, gym clothes, notebooks,pencils), textbooks, or similar items (workbooks).  Items for which fees are charged must be legally permitted and actually purchased for summer school use. 

Summer school fees cannot be used to subsidize other classes or students. For example, charging a single fee, such as $20, to all summer school students is not allowed unless it can be documented that each student received or consumed supplies at least equal to the fee. Most often fees will vary, and depend on what supplies and materials each class uses.  

 Questions should be directed to Brad Adams at Bradley.adams@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-3752

2012-13 MEMBERSHIP CHANGES UPDATE: A number of districts are making changes to their September, 2012, or January, 2013, pupil counts, or both, due to membership audits or other reasons.  Please be reminded that changes in September membership counts will impact the revenue limit calculation for the district.  These changes may result in a revenue limit penalty if the district’s current three-year average is lowered, or increased revenue authority if the three-year average is increased.  Membership audits are due to be completed and changes entered into the DPI SAFR reporting portal by May 1, 2013. Final Revenue Limit calculations will be run after that time and published on the website in late May. Districts should contact a School Finance Consultant if there are any questions or discrepancies between district and SFS team data. 

SCHEDULED PRESENTATIONS: 
[April 24 – WASDA New Superintendent Workshop, Green Bay]

[May 9 & 10 – WASBO Spring Conference, Green Bay]
UPCOMING EVENTS: 
[April 29 – Aid payment: Public Library Aid, Common School Fund Aid]

UPCOMING WASBO WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES: Register at wasbo. com 

[WASBO Spring Conference, May 7-10]

 

SCHOOL FINANCE CONTACTS:

[Brad Adams, Consultant: 608-267-3752 bradley.adams@dpi.wi.gov]

[Erin Fath, Consultant: 608-266-3464  
erin.fath@dpi.wi.gov]

[Dan Bush, Consultant: 608-267-9212  
daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov]

[Bruce Anderson: 608-267-9707  
bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov]

[Deb Brown, Assistant Director: 608-267-9209  debra.brown@dpi.wi.gov]

[Jerry Landmark, Director: 608-266-6968   jerome.landmark@dpi.wi.gov]

PREVIOUS LISTSERV MESSAGE #509, April 3, 2013:

INDIRECT COST UPDATE: The U.S. Department of Education has recently approved the indirect cost 5 year plan submitted by the DPI. The SFS team is currently calculating the new rates and will announce via this listserv as soon as they are available. 
2012-2013 WUFAR UPDATE: An update to the WUFAR Chart of Accounts effective for the 2012-13 fiscal year has been posted to the finance team’s website. Also available is a summary of changes which is located in Appendix B—Revision #21 and the updated allowable account classifications by fund. All documents are available under the “WUFAR” link on the left hand scan bar or directly at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_wufar   Please review the changes highlighted in Appendix B as these changes are effective in the Annual Report. This information has been made available to accounting software vendors. 

PER PUPIL ADJUSTMENT AID (AMOUNTS BY DISTRICT):  The 2012-13 (this year only) Per Pupil Adjustment categorical aid amounts by district are available at: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_revlimworksheet at the bottom of the 2012-13 revenue limit section.  These payments are scheduled for June 17 and are one-time only payments this fiscal year.
REMINDER:  The 2013-14 PRE-POPULATED REVENUE LIMIT WORKSHEET IS AVAILABLE. The SFS Team has prepared a pre-populated revenue limit worksheet for the 2013-14 school year for district use in budget forecasting.  This version of the 2013-14 worksheet reflects the Governors' proposed 2013-15 Wisconsin State Budget (note that the Governor's proposal contains no changes in the revenue limit calculation as compared to current law [under 2011 Act 32] for 2013-14 or 2014-15).

 Any changes to the components of the 2013-14 revenue limit calculation will be determined in the 2013-2015 Wisconsin State Budget, which will be finalized upon passage by the Legislature and approval by the Governor (likely in June or July, 2013).  The SFS Team will work to keep school districts updated on changes to the 2013-14 revenue limit calculation during the state budget process.

The worksheet can be found under “School District Budget Development and Planning” on the SFS Team website at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/ or directly at: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_revlimworksheet.

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE TO THIS LISTSERV: To subscribe to this bulletin go to this link: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservsubscribe
To unsubscribe: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservunsubscribe
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