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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #518, June 11, 2013
NEW SFS ASSISTANT DIRECTOR ANNOUNCED: The last day for the current Assistant Director, Deb Brown, will be June 28.  Deb will be the new district administrator for the Mount Horeb Area School District.  
The new SFS Assistant Director will be Erin Fath, who will begin her duties on July 1.  As many of you know, Ms. Fath is currently employed as a School Administration Consultant on the School Financial Services Team at DPI and has been in this role since 2011.  She previously worked as a Executive Human Resources Specialist-Advanced at the Wisconsin Office of State Employment Relations from 2007-2011 as well as an Executive Policy and Budget Analyst in the State Budget Office at the Department of Administration from 1999 through 2007.  She possesses a Master’s Degree in Public Policy Analysis from the UW-Madison.

June 17 General Aid Payment Adjustment: Districts can view their June 17 payment information by selecting the link, “Aid Information,” then “Aid Payment Information,” and then under “Aid Payment Adjustment Explanations” on the left-hand scan bar of the team’s home webpage or directly at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/steqaidexp.html. The title of the document is “June 17 Calculation of Remaining Aid Payments.”  The worksheet explains your district’s June and July equalization aid payments and any adjustments due to the public school open enrollment and tuition waiver programs, revenue limit penalties, if any, and for some districts, the Youth Challenge Academy program. It is also designed to assist your bookkeeper in the proper transaction coding of these payments. Questions about this payment information can be directed to Victoria Chung at victoria.chung@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9205.
HIGH POVERTY AID PROGRAM ELIGIBILITY ESTIMATE:  Per sec. 121.136, Wis. Stats., High Poverty Aid is paid to districts if, in the October preceding each biennium, the number of pupils eligible for free or reduced-price lunch divided by the district's September membership is equal to at least 50 percent after rounding to the nearest whole percentage point. An eligible school district's aid entitlement is calculated by dividing the total appropriation amount by the prior year aid membership of all eligible school districts. This per pupil amount is then multiplied by each district’s prior year aid membership to determine the payment amount. Districts will receive this payment on the fourth Monday in March in both 2013-14 and 2014-15. An amount of $16,830,000 each year has been appropriated for this aid program per the current version of the 2013-15 biennial budget.  The current budget has not received final approval by the legislature and will most likely be discussed next week in the State Assembly.
High poverty aid is required to reduce a district's allowable maximum levies and in the case of Milwaukee, reduce the aid reduction offset attributable to the Milwaukee Parental Choice Program. The payments are treated as general aid payments for purposes of calculating equalization aid.

An estimate of districts eligible for High Poverty Aid in 2013-14 and 2014-15 can be found on the School Financial Services Team website at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/ under “Aid Information” on the left-hand sidebar, then “High Poverty Districts”, or directly at: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_poverty (see: ‘District listing with aid eligibility amount for the 2013-14 and 2014-15 school years’).  

Questions can be directed to a School Finance Consultant at 608-267-9114. 
SCHOOL MANAGEMENT SERVICES DIRECTOR RECRUITMENT:  The Department of Public Instruction is recruiting for the position of Director of School Management Services.  

 

This is the position previously held by Bob Soldner, prior to his appointment as Director of School Financial Services.  The School Management Services team includes public school open enrollment, the private school voucher programs, charter schools, school district reorganization, school board operations, transportation, home schooling and other program areas; as well as the federal aids and audit unit.  

 

You may access the job announcement by visiting http://wisc.jobs/public/job_view.asp?annoid=66761&jobid=66276&org=255&class=59540. 
 
SCHEDULED PRESENTATIONS: 
[None scheduled at this time]
UPCOMING EVENTS: 
[June 17 – Aid payments: Supplemental Transportation; High Cost SPED aid; Equalization/Special Adjustment aid; CCDEB aid] 

[June 24 – SAGE debt service aid]

UPCOMING WASBO WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES: 

[None scheduled at this time]

 

SCHOOL FINANCE CONTACTS:

[Brad Adams, Consultant: 608-267-3752 

bradley.adams@dpi.wi.gov]

[Erin Fath, Consultant: 608-266-3464  

erin.fath@dpi.wi.gov]

[Dan Bush, Consultant: 608-267-9212  

daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov]

[Bruce Anderson: 608-267-9707  


bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov]

[Deb Brown, Assistant Director: 608-267-9209
debra.brown@dpi.wi.gov]

[Bob Soldner, Director: 608-266-6968   

robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov]

PREVIOUS LISTSERV MESSAGE #517, June 4, 2013:

TRANSFER OF SERVICE:  The School Financial Services team is upgrading the department’s on-line security system. The 2013 Fiscal Year Transfer of Service (TOS) on-line application security will be processed through the Application User Management system.  The district administrators already have some familiarity with it, as it is used for both Open Enrollment (OPAL) and Homeschool Reporting (HOMER) applications.   The Transfer of Service Portal will be open by this Friday, June 7th.  To access the Transfer of Service Portal, the district administrator in each school district will need to grant access to individual staff members through the Application User Management (CMM) system so TOS applications can be completed.  This document will guide the district administrators through the process:
http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/files/sfs/doc/Assigning%20TOS%20Access%20to%20School%20District%20Staff%20Member%20June%202013.pdf.
If you have questions, please contact Bruce W. Anderson at (608) 267-9707 or bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov. 

FINAL 2012-13 REVENUE LIMIT CALCULATION: The department is required by law to calculate each district’s final revenue limit for compliance with s. 121.92(2), Wis. Stats. Each district's 2012-13 final revenue limit worksheet was recently calculated using data on file at the department as of May 31, 2013. The worksheet reflects updated membership figures since February 2012 (e.g., membership audits, district corrections). District worksheets can be found under “Worksheets” on the left-hand scan bar on the team’s home web page or directly at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_revlimworksheet.  Revenue limit penalties, if any, are noted in the “Results” box on page 2 and reduce the June equalization aid payment to your district. Membership FTE used to calculate the final revenue limit is found on your district’s home reporting page at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_safrlinks. Please contact a School Finance Consultant should you have questions.

2013-14 PRE-POPULATED REVENUE LIMIT WORKSHEETS:  A revised version of the pre-populated 2013-14 revenue limit worksheet will be posted to the SFS Team website to reflect the final 2012-13 revenue limit data (final over-/under-levies, penalties and eligible carryover amounts) and any changes to the revenue limit calculation approved by the Joint Committee on Finance (e.g., per pupil adjustment amount), pending action by the Committee on the 2013-15 State Biennial Budget.

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE TO THIS LISTSERV: 
To subscribe to this bulletin go to this link: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservsubscribe
To unsubscribe: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservunsubscribe
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