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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #522, July 26, 2013
COMMUNITY PROGRAMS AND SERVICE FUND (FUND 80) REPORTING: Please note that the most recent School Finance Bulletin (#521, July 12, 2013) included an incorrect email address for districts to submit the Fund 80 planned expenditure and levy report, as required under 2013 Wisconsin Act 20 (2013-15 State Budget).  The correct email address to send those reports to is: dpifund80@dpi.wi.gov .
The School Financial Services (SFS) Team is currently working on an on-line reporting mechanism for districts to use for the purpose of reporting Fund 80 planned expenditures and levy for the 2013-14 school year.  It is the team’s goal to make this reporting tool available as soon as possible and the SFS Team will send another Bulletin when it is ready.

NOTE: IF you already submitted a Fund 80 report to DPI for the 2013-14 year you DO NOT need to re-submit the information using the on-line tool.  DPI staff will contact you if we need additional information.
CONTRIBUTIONS TO FUND 73: This is a reminder that the FY13 physical cash contribution to the Fund 73 Employee Benefit Trust must be made by July 30 in order to be counted as expenditure for FY13.  Any contributions after July 30 will be considered a cost for FY14.

Also, there has been a question about the OPEB contribution amount.  The current guidance states that the district can accrue an amount up to the unfunded liability.  In the case where a district may not currently have any unfunded liability, the district may contribute an amount up to the ARC as long as the study is current.  The district may not exceed the ARC if the unfunded liability is less than the ARC.  If you have any questions regarding OPEB or Fund 73, please contact Michele Tessner at michele.tessner@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9218.

MEDICAID SCHOOL BASED SERVICES BENEFIT (SBS) PAYMENTS: The Wisconsin Department of Health Services (DHS) has posted the list of payments made for the SBS program between July 1, 2012 and June 30, 2013 on the State Single Audit Guidelines website.  The listing can be found by searching for “DHS All Payments SFY13” at the DOA link below.  The amount found on the list should match the amount of revenue recorded for fiscal year ending June 30, 2013.

http://www.doa.state.wi.us/category.asp?linkcatid=1028&linkid=81&locid=167.   

Updated guidance relating to the coding of Medicaid transactions can be found on the DPI WUFAR Accounting Issues and Coding Examples under the Fund 27 – Special Education Section.   http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_wufaracct_code_ex.

PCORI FEES: Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute (PCORI) fees are a requirement of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA).  We recommend charging this fee to Object 940 – Dues and Fees and to the function you charge your plan administration fees.  If there are no separate plan administration fees, we recommend function 239000, 252000 or 299000.  Please contact one of the School Finance Auditors for questions regarding this.
NOTE CONCERNING CHANGES TO YOUR SCHOOL DISTRICT’S EMAIL ADDRESS DESIGN: A change to a school district’s email address design has wide-ranging impacts on communications with your staff members.  All addresses must have a user name and a domain. The first part of the address <abcedfghi> is also known as the user name. This is the unique name recognized by the mail server. The “@” symbol separates the unique user name from the domain. When either of the username or domain is changed, it is important to notify the School Financial Services (SFS) team.

The information in the PI-1500 Contacts and the Application User Management (CMM) system will both need to be updated.  Each district should designate two individuals who have the authority to update information in the PI-1500 Contacts Portal.  The district administrator is responsible for updating the Application User Management (CMM) system. There is one other database used by the SFS Team that works in the background and it also must be updated. As soon as the PI-1500 Contacts and the Application User Management (CMM) system have been updated, the district should notify one of the SFS Team members listed below so that the third database can be updated.
Following through and informing the SFS Team of changes in email addresses will increase school districts’ ability to receive information from the SFS Team. This same attention must be paid to other databases within DPI, including the School Directory, which each public school district and 2r Charter School must keep up to date.

SCHEDULED DPI PRESENTATIONS: 

[August 1- New Superintendents Workshop I, Wisconsin Association of School District Administrators, Stevens Point]

[August 13-14 - New School Administrators and Business Support Staff Workshop, Stevens Point]

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

[July 26 – School Calendar Report due] 
UPCOMING WASDA / WASBO WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES: Register at wasda.org [WASDA] / wasbo. com [WASBO]
[July 31 – August 1 – 2013-14 New Superintendents Workshop I, Wisconsin Association of School District Administrators, Stevens Point]

[August 13-14 – New School Administrators and Business Support Staff Workshop, Stevens Point]

SCHOOL FINANCE CONTACTS:

[Gene Fornecker, Auditor: 608-267-7882 

eugene.fornecker@dpi.wi.gov]

[Brian Kahl, Auditor: 608-266-3862 


brian.kahl@dpi.wi.gov]

[Michele Tessner, Auditor: 608-267-9218 

michele.tessner@dpi.wi.gov]

[Brad Adams, Consultant: 608-267-3752 

bradley.adams@dpi.wi.gov]

[Bruce Anderson, Consultant: 608-267-9707 
bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov]

[Dan Bush, Consultant: 608-267-9212  

daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov]

[Erin Fath, Assistant Director: 608-267-9209
erin.fath@dpi.wi.gov]

[Bob Soldner, Director: 608-266-6968   

robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov]

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE TO THIS LISTSERV: 

To subscribe to this bulletin go to this link: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservsubscribe
To unsubscribe: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservunsubscribe
PREVIOUS LISTSERV MESSAGE #521, July 12, 2013

SUMMARY OF 2013 WISCONSIN ACT 20 (2013-15 STATE BUDGET) CHANGES AFFECTING PUBLIC SCHOOLS – 2013 Wisconsin Act 20 (the 2013-15 State Budget) was signed by Governor Walker on June 30, 2013 and became effective on July 1, 2013.  Included in the State Budget are several changes to state law affecting public school districts and Department of Public Instruction (DPI) operations.  A summary of these provisions can be found at this link: http://pb.dpi.wi.gov/ [Select the PDF document “DPI’s Summary of 2013-15 Biennial Budget, 2013 Wisconsin Act 20, Comparing DPI/Governor/Joint Finance/Legislature”]
***PLEASE READ – VERY IMPORTANT***

COMMUNITY PROGRAMS AND SERVICES (FUND 80) PROVISIONS INCLUDED IN 2013 WISCONSIN ACT 20 – Act 20 includes changes in state law with respect to a school board’s levy authority under ss.120.13 (19), Community programs and services (i.e., the Fund 80 Levy). While Act 20 does not change the authority of a school board to establish a Community Programs and Services Fund (Fund 80), it does include significant changes that affect a school board’s authority to levy into Fund 80, as well as certain reporting and website publishing requirements that go into effect immediately and are applicable to the 2013-14 and 2014-15 fiscal years.

A. Beginning with budgets for the 2013-14 (current) school year, Act 20 includes the following reporting/publishing requirements of school boards and DPI.

1. Requires school boards to include information on planned Fund 80 expenditures in the budget summary at an annual meeting.  This requirement is somewhat different for unified districts and the board of MPS:

a. Common School Districts: In the budget summary that is required to be included in the written report for the annual meeting [under s. 120.11(3)], the board must identify the expenditures that will be funded from the Fund 80 levy and a statement describing how the expenditures meet the department’s criteria for use of the community service fund.

b. Unified School Districts: In the written agenda for the meeting at which the board will set the school levy, the school board must identify the expenditures that will be funded from the Fund 80 levy and a statement describing how the expenditures meet the department’s criteria for use of the community service fund.

c.  1st Class City School District: In the written agenda for the meeting at which the board will communicate its budget to the common council, the school board must identify the expenditures that will be funded from the Fund 80 levy and a statement describing how the expenditures meet the department’s criteria for use of the community service fund.

2. Requires districts to report to DPI within 10 days of the meeting specified above the Fund 80 expenditure information described above.  DPI requests that districts send the required report to the following e-mail address: dpifund80@dpi.wi.gov [corrected]
3. Requires districts to publish the 2013-14 Fund 80 expenditure information described above on the district’s website within 60 days of the effective date of this section in Act 20.  PLEASE NOTE: this section of Act 20 became effective July 1, 2013; thus the 60 day period for publishing the information will expire on August 30, 2013.
4. Requires DPI to publish the information received by districts on its website within 10 days of receipt from the district.

5. Requires that if a school board modifies the amount to be levied (or communicated to the common council) for community programs and services in 2013-14 or 2014-15 after the meeting specified under 1.a., 1.b. or 1.c., above (in 2013 or 2014), the board must publish the updated information on Fund 80 expenditures included the budget summary or the written agenda (item 1., above) in the minutes of the school board meeting at which the modification was adopted.  The district must report these changes to DPI, as it did the original Fund 80 expenditure information.  DPI is also required to post on its website any modifications to the Fund 80 expenditure information that is submitted by a district to DPI.

6. Requires DPI to submit a report to the Legislature detailing the information reported to DPI by school boards, by December 1, 2014.
B. Beginning with budgets for the 2013-14 (current) school year, Act 20 includes the following limitations on a school board’s authority to levy into Fund 80.

1. No school board may levy more for community programs and services (i.e., in Fund 80) for the 2013-14 or 2014-15 school years than it levied in Fund 80 in the most recent year preceding 2013 in which it levied in Fund 80.

[A school board of a 1st class city school district (Milwaukee Public Schools) may not include in its budget communicated to the common council in 2013 or 2014 under s. 119.16(8)(b) of the statutes an amount for community programs or services that is greater than the amount so communicated in the most recent year preceding 2013 in which it so communicated an amount for community programs and services.]

For reference, districts may view a Multi-Year History of Levies by Fund at this link:

http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_buddev_levy
2. A school board may exceed the limit specified under 1., above, if it meets all the following requirements

a. The board adopts a resolution to exceed the limit by a specified amount.

b. The board submits the resolution to the electors of the school district for approval.

c. The majority of those voting on the question approve the resolution.

NOTE: It is the department’s understanding that legislative intent under Act 20, Section  9134 (4L) (b) 2., is that a school board must hold a referendum to exceed the Fund 80 levy limit imposed by Act 20 in 2013-14 and 2014-15. Act 20, section 9134 (4L) (b) 2. states:

“If a school board wishes to exceed the limit under subdivision 1., the school board shall adopt a resolution to exceed the limit by a specified amount and submit the resolution to the electors of the school district for approval. Notwithstanding subdivision 1., the limit otherwise applicable to the school district under subdivision 1. is increased by the amount approved by a majority of those voting on the question.”

DPI advises all school boards/districts to consult with district legal counsel related to the use of Fund 80, especially if they are seeking to exceed the Fund 80 levy limit.

NOTE: If a district holds a referendum to exceed the Fund 80 levy limit imposed by Act 20 in 2013-14 or 2014-15, the district will have to report to DPI on the referendum date, the resolution to exceed the Fund 80 levy limit and the outcome of the referendum election(s). The SFS Team will be working to modify the Referendum reporting portal to accommodate the change in state law and will keep districts up to date on the status of the referendum reporting portal.

The SFS Team is currently working to update the “Community Service Fund” web page to provide information on the Fund 80 related provisions included in Act 20 and to provide guidance to school boards and district staff.

While DPI has not established “criteria” for Fund 80 expenditures, existing guidance on the Community Service Fund can be accessed via the SFS Team home page [http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/ ], select “Comm Service Fund” from the scan bar on the left side of the page, then select “Community Service Fund Information”; or directly at: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_comm_serv_fund_info .

Questions may be directed to Erin Fath, SFS Team Assistant Director (608-267-9209), or Bruce Anderson, School Administration Consultant (608-267-9707).

REPORTS OPEN
The following reports open on July 12th for districts to begin data entry for the 2012-13 fiscal year:

PI-1505 AC

PI-1505 [Annual]

PI-1506 AC

PI-1506 FB [Audited Fund Balances]

PI-1505 SE [Special Education Annual Report]

PI-1524 [State Tuition Claim]

Audited Financial Statements
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