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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #531, September 23, 2013
PI-1563 SEPTEMBER PUPIL COUNT REPORT IS OPEN:  The PI-1563 Pupil Count Report is ready for district data entry.  The pupil count date was Friday, September 20.  The PI-1563 Pupil Count Report will be due Friday, October 4. 

The Pupil Count Report has been modified to reflect changes in state law pertaining to the counting of certain pupils, as a result of the passage of 2013 Wisconsin Act 20 (2013-2015 biennial budget).  Please note below the summary of changes affecting the pupil count.  

Districts will be able to access this report from the School Financial Services home page at:  http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/, by selecting the “School Finance Reporting Portal” link and then “Log In to View or Submit Data” link.  After logging in, from the district’s home page, you may select either the “Status and Due Dates” or the “Non-Financial Data Home” link to access the PI-1563 (September) Pupil Count Report. Resources are available to assist districts in generating the pupil count data. Pupil count report instructions and a worksheet are available on the team’s website at: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_membrpt2.

VERY IMPORTANT – 2013 Act 20 Changes to Pupil Count for Home-Schooled Pupils

Under Act 20, pupils enrolled in a home-based private educational program (“home-schooled pupils”) may take up to 2 courses per semester at a public school in their resident or non-resident district, in any grade.  Formerly, these pupils were permitted to take courses in only the high school grades in the pupil’s district of residence.

Home-schooled pupils attending a public school in their resident school district will be counted in the same manner as they were prior to the passage of Act 20: hours of attendance divided by “full-time” hours (at each grade level, K-12). These pupils will NOT be a part of the district’s headcount.  Rather, the data will be used to calculate the resident, part-time pupil FTE that is added to a district’s membership for General Aid purposes (not added for Revenue Limit purposes).

Home-schooled pupils taking courses in a public school in a non-resident district will be counted by the district of attendance, for General Aid (but not Revenue Limit) membership purposes, in an amount equal to 0.25 FTE per course, up to a maximum of 0.50 FTE (two courses) per pupil, per semester. In order to capture these pupils in a district’s General Aid membership, a new step has been added to the Pupil Count Report.  This step will direct the district to enter information on the number of home-schooled, non-resident pupils taking either one or two courses in the district, by grade level (K-12).  These pupils will NOT be a part of the district’s headcount. Rather, the data will be used to calculate the non-resident, part-time FTE that will be added to that district’s membership for General Aid (but not Revenue Limit) purposes.

Note that Act 20 did not change state law with respect to pupils enrolled in a private school (includes non-parochial-, parochial- and tribal-schools). These pupils may take up to 2 courses at a public school in their resident district, in just the high school grades (9-12). These pupils will continue to be counted in the same manner as they were prior to the passage of Act 20: hours of attendance divided by “full-time” hours (at each grade level, 9-12).  These pupils will NOT be a part of the district’s headcount. Rather, the data will be used to calculate the resident, part-time pupil FTE that is added to a district’s membership for General Aid purposes (not added for Revenue Limit purposes).

SCHEDULED DPI PRESENTATIONS: 
[September 25: WASDA New Superintendents Conference, Madison]
[October 3-4:  WASBO Fall Conference, Elkhart Lake]
[October 18:  WASDA “Getting It Right” Workshop – Stevens Point or in Madison on Oct 21]
[October 21:  WASDA “Getting It Right” Workshop – Madison]
UPCOMING EVENTS: 
[September 24 – Annual Reports Close: PI-1505 and PI-1505-SE Special Education]
[October 4 – Report Closes: PI-1563 September Pupil Count]
[October 14 – Report Opens:  PI-401 Tax Levy] 
[October 14 – Report Opens:  PI-1504 Budget] 

[October 14 – Report Opens:  PI-1504 SE Budget] 

[November 8 – Report Closes: PI-401 Tax Levy]

[December 2 – Report Closes: PI-1504 Budget]
[December 2 – Report Closes: PI-1504 SE Budget]

UPCOMING WASBO/WASDA WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES:  Register at wasbo. com [WASBO] / wasda.org [WASDA]
[September 25-27: WASDA Fall Superintendents Conference, Madison]
[October 3-4:  WASBO Fall Conference, Elkhart Lake]

[October 18:  WASDA “Getting It Right” Workshop – Stevens Point or in Madison on Oct 21]

[October 21:  WASDA “Getting It Right” Workshop – Madison]
SCHOOL FINANCE CONTACTS:

[Gene Fornecker, Auditor: 608-267-7882 

eugene.fornecker@dpi.wi.gov]

[Brian Kahl, Auditor: 608-266-3862 


brian.kahl@dpi.wi.gov]

[Michele Tessner, Auditor: 608-267-9218 

michele.tessner@dpi.wi.gov]

[Brad Adams, Consultant: 608-267-3752 

bradley.adams@dpi.wi.gov]

[Bruce Anderson, Consultant: 608-267-9707 
bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov]

[Dan Bush, Consultant: 608-267-9212  

daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov]

[Erin Fath, Assistant Director: 608-267-9209
erin.fath@dpi.wi.gov]

[Bob Soldner, Director: 608-266-6968   

robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov]

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE TO THIS LISTSERV: 

To subscribe to this bulletin go to this link: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservsubscribe
To unsubscribe: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservunsubscribe
PREVIOUS LISTSERV MESSAGE #530, September 19, 2013
ANNUAL REPORTS DUE SEPTEMBER 24, 2013: The School Financial Services Team web-based applications are available.  The PI-1505 Annual Report and PI-1505-SE Special Education Annual Report will be due September 24, 2013.  Please note there is a backlog of inquiries to the SFS Team staff (particularly the auditors) as they assist districts with the problems they are trying to resolve.  We are experiencing a high volume of calls today and expect tomorrow to be the same.  So, thank you for your continued patience and understanding.  
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