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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #536, October 31, 2013
HAPPY HALLOWEEN!
2013-14 PRE-POPULATED REVENUE LIMIT WORKSHEETS: The SFS Team has posted a revised version of the pre-populated 2013-14 Revenue Limit worksheet.  The new version of the pre-populated 2013-14 revenue limit worksheets is available and can be accessed directly at: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_revlimworksheet.   In addition to the date stamp, we have added a time stamp to the worksheet and will update the worksheets periodically.  
The SFS Team will periodically post revised versions of the 2013-14 Revenue Limit Worksheet to reflect the most recent data available, including Fall 2013 levies, as reported to DPI via the PI-401 Report.  Districts are cautioned to pay attention to the "DATA AS OF" date and time in the upper left side of the worksheet.  
Districts are reminded to enter Energy Efficiency Resolution and Referendum results into SAFR (http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_safrlinks) as soon as results are known in order that the revenue limit worksheets we post include this data.
Please remember it is a school district’s responsibility to ensure the accuracy of the revenue limit worksheet.  The SFS Team’s pre-populated worksheet includes the data available to DPI, as reported by the district.
COMMUNITY PROGRAMS AND SERVICES LEVY – FUND 80 CHANGES – 2013 Act 46 amends the 2013 Wisconsin Act 20 limitations on community programs and services levies.  The Act 20 provisions are described at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_comm_serv.  
Act 46 allows a school board to use its Fall 2011 community programs and services levy as its limit if both of the following applies:  (1) the Fall 2011 community programs and services levy is more than the Fall 2012 community programs and services levy; and (2) either the Fall 2011 or Fall 2012 community programs and services levy was less than $1,000,000. 
Under existing law, a district is required to locally publish updates to Fund 80 and report to DPI these changes through the Fund 80 Survey tool.  Because of the changes under 2013 Act 46, we have modified the Fund 80 Survey tool found at https://forms.dpi.wi.gov/se.ashx?s=56301B2D06A64E80. These recent modifications will be found on page 5 and 6 of the survey tool and they will relate to those school districts that use the option allowed under 2013 Act 46.  On page 5, a district exercising this option will record the Fiscal Year (FY) that is the base/comparison year for the district’s Fund 80 levy amount, not the most recent fiscal year.  The questions on page 6 will be modified to reflect both 2013 Act 20 and 2013 Act 46.  

Questions may be directed to Erin Fath, SFS Team Assistant Director (608-267-9209), or Bruce Anderson, School Administration Consultant (608-267-9707).

PI-401 TAX LEVY REPORT DUE NOVEMBER 8:  The PI-401 Tax Levy Report is open and can be accessed at the “School Finance Reporting Portal” at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_safrlinks.   2013 Act 46 extends the time a school board has to determine its levy from November 1 to November 6.  Please note the school district clerk is required to certify the levy on or before November 10.  The PI-401 is due on Friday, November 8, 2013.  
AID PAYMENT SCHEDULE BY DISTRICT 2013-14:  The 2013-2014 Equalization Aid and Special Adjustment Aid Payment Schedule have been posted for school districts to review. Amounts are based on 2013 Act 46 – Revised October Equalization Aid Certification. The Aid Payment Schedule by District worksheet (Excel file) has been loaded to the web and is available at: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_pay_aid_info.

FIRST SPECIAL EDUCATION AID PAYMENT: Amounts for the November 18, 2013 payment of Special Education and School-Age Parents categorical aid have been determined and worksheets are available at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_sped_worksheets. Payments were calculated using a revised proration estimate of 26.5%, which was increased from the original 26% estimate because of costs coming in slightly lower than anticipated.  Contact Daniel Bush at daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9212 with questions. 

NEW SCHOOL FINANCE CONSULTANT: Karen Kucharz joined the SFS Team on Monday, October 28.  Please join me in welcoming Karen to the SFS Team.  Karen has extensive knowledge and experience on general school aids, revenue limits, and general school finance issues.  Her contact information will be karen.kucharz@dpi.wi.gov or 608-266-3464.

SCHEDULED DPI PRESENTATIONS: 
[December 3:  WASBO Winter at a Glance - Year of Success Program – Middleton]
[November 12:  2013-14 New Superintendents Workshop III – Madison]
UPCOMING EVENTS: 
[November 8 – Report Due: PI-401 Tax Levy]

[December 2 – Report Due: PI-1504 Budget]
[December 2 – Report Due: PI-1504 SE Budget]

UPCOMING WASBO/WASDA WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES:  Register at wasbo. com [WASBO] / wasda.org [WASDA]
[November 12:  2013-14 New Superintendents Workshop III – Madison]
[December 3:  WASBO Winter at a Glance - Year of Success Program – Middleton]

SCHOOL FINANCE CONTACTS:

[Gene Fornecker, Auditor: 608-267-7882 

eugene.fornecker@dpi.wi.gov]

[Brian Kahl, Auditor: 608-266-3862 


brian.kahl@dpi.wi.gov]

[Michele Tessner, Auditor: 608-267-9218 

michele.tessner@dpi.wi.gov]

[Brad Adams, Consultant: 608-267-3752 

bradley.adams@dpi.wi.gov]

[Bruce Anderson, Consultant: 608-267-9707 
bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov]

[Dan Bush, Consultant: 608-267-9212  

daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov]
[Karen Kucharz, Consultant: 608-266-3464

karen.kucharz@dpi.wi.gov]
[Erin Fath, Assistant Director: 608-267-9209
erin.fath@dpi.wi.gov]

[Bob Soldner, Director: 608-266-6968   

robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov]

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE TO THIS LISTSERV: 

To subscribe to this bulletin go to this link: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservsubscribe
To unsubscribe: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservunsubscribe
PREVIOUS LISTSERV MESSAGE #535, October 23, 2013
2013 ACT 46 - REVISED OCTOBER EQUALIZATION AID CERTIFICATION: 2013 Act 46 increases general school aids by $40 million in 2013-14 and $60 million in 2014-15.  The new law requires the Department of Public Instruction (DPI) to calculate a new 2013-14 October School Aid Certification by October 31, 2013.   

The revised 2013 Act 46 October Certifications have been loaded to the web and the General Aid Worksheet (Excel file) is available at: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_aid_worksheets.

2013-14 PRE-POPULATED REVENUE LIMIT WORKSHEETS: The SFS Team will post a revised version of the pre-populated 2013-14 Revenue Limit worksheet, with the new 2013 Act 46 October Certification amounts by close of business on Thursday, October 24. Districts may access the new 2013 Act 46 October Certification amounts for 2013-14 General Aid at the 2013-14 General Aid Worksheet page.
The October 17 version of the pre-populated 2013-14 revenue limit worksheets is available and can be accessed directly at: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_revlimworksheet.   PLEASE NOTE: Line 12.A. (Certified General Aid) has intentionally been left blank on this version of the worksheet. Line 12.A. will be populated by close of business on Thursday, October 24.

Please remember it is a school district’s responsibility to ensure the accuracy of the revenue limit worksheet.  The SFS Team’s pre-populated worksheet includes the data available to DPI, as reported by the district.

COMMUNITY PROGRAMS AND SERVICES LEVY – FUND 80 CHANGES – 2013 Act 46 amends the 2013 Wisconsin Act 20 limitations on community programs and services levies.  The Act 20 provisions are described at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_comm_serv.  
Act 46 will allow a school board to use its 2011 community programs and services levy as its limit if both of the following applies:  (1) the 2011 community programs and services levy is more than the 2012 community programs and services levy; and (2) either the 2011 or 2012 community programs and services levy was less than $1,000,000. 

Questions may be directed to Erin Fath, SFS Team Assistant Director (608-267-9209), or Bruce Anderson, School Administration Consultant (608-267-9707).

PI-401 TAX LEVY REPORT IS OPEN:  The PI-401 Tax Levy Report is open and can be accessed at the “School Finance Reporting Portal” at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_safrlinks.   2013 Act 46 extends the time a school board has to determine its levy from November 1 to November 6.  Please note the school district clerk is required to certify the levy on or before November 10.  The PI-401 is due on Friday, November 8, 2013.  

DPI SCHOOL MANAGEMENT SERVICES TEAM RECRUITMENT:  The School Management Services (SMS) Team has extended the recruitment for a school administration consultant responsible for the private school choice (voucher) programs.  This position will work with a team of other consultants and auditors.  Details are posted at http://wisc.jobs/public/job_view.asp?annoid=69235&jobid=68750&org=255&class=59490&index=true.  
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