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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #538, November 27, 2013
PI-1504 and PI-1504 SE BUDGET REPORTS DUE DECEMBER 6: Please be aware the 2013-14 PI-1504 and PI-1504 SE Budget Reports due dates have been extended to December 6.  Call a Finance Consultant or Auditor if you have questions or problems submitting the reports. 

AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS DUE DECEMBER 2: The 2012-13 audited financial statements are the final piece of information the department collects for the most recent school year.  The statements are reconciled to district and auditor reported data on the PI 1505 Annual Report and the PI 1506 AC.  Therefore, it is important that this information be received in a timely fashion so that the finance team can complete and close the auditing of prior year finance data. If the audited financial statements are not filed by the December 2 due date, the district administrator, board clerk and auditor will receive a letter addressing the potential withholding of aid.  If this due date is not attainable, notify one of the DPI school finance auditors immediately.  Be prepared to provide an explanation of the issue and when it is expected to be resolved via e-mail. 
2014-15 REVENUE LIMIT WORKSHEETS: The SFS Team has posted the 2014-15 Revenue Limit worksheets.  The new version of the revenue limit worksheets are available and can be accessed directly at: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_revlimworksheet
Please remember it is a school district’s responsibility to ensure the accuracy of the revenue limit worksheet.  The SFS Team’s pre-populated worksheet includes the data available to DPI, as reported by the district.
SECOND SPECIAL EDUCATION AID PAYMENT: Amounts for the December 16, 2013 payment of Special Education and School-Age Parents categorical aid have been determined and worksheets are available at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_sped_worksheets. Contact Daniel Bush at daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9212 with questions.

TITLE I COMPARABILITY REPORT DUE DECEMBER 16:  Many districts receiving Title I, Part A funds are required by federal legislation to conduct an annual review of their local and state expenditures to ensure Title I and non-Title I schools receive a distribution of those funds on an equivalent basis, and to maintain documentation of the results and the action taken, if necessary, to remedy findings of non-comparability.  The main page of the report will specify if your district is exempt or if you must proceed with the report. If not exempt, complete and submit the report accordingly. 
The due date for submittal to the Department of Public Instruction (DPI) is December 16, 2013. 

The electronic version of the Title I, Part A Comparability Report, PI -1753, can be accessed from the main page of the ESEA Consolidated online application https://apps4.dpi.wi.gov/TPortal/Pages/SignIn.aspx. If necessary, user rights to the report may be granted by the district’s ESEA Application Administrator.  The electronic form utilizes information from the current year (2013-14) ESEA Consolidated Application.  Therefore, the Title I-A budget must be submitted before the district can complete the electronic Comparability Report. 

If you require assistance when completing the Comparability Report, please contact the Title-I-A Education Consultant assigned to your district. This information can be obtained at: http://titleone.dpi.wi.gov/t1consultant_dir. 

SCHEDULED DPI PRESENTATIONS: 
[December 3:  WASBO Winter at a Glance - Year of Success Program – Middleton]

[December 3:  Open Enrollment 101 Workshop, Madison Area Technical College, Madison]

[December 5:  Open Enrollment 101 Workshop, Northcentral Wisconsin Technical College, Wausau]  

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

[December 2 – 2012-13 Audited Financial Statements Due]

[December 6 – Report Due: PI-1504 Budget]
[December 6 – Report Due: PI-1504 SE Budget]

UPCOMING WASBO/WASDA WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES:  Register at wasbo. com [WASBO] / wasda.org [WASDA]
[December 3:  WASBO Winter at a Glance - Year of Success Program – Middleton]

SCHOOL FINANCE CONTACTS:

[Gene Fornecker, Auditor: 608-267-7882 

eugene.fornecker@dpi.wi.gov]

[Brian Kahl, Auditor: 608-266-3862 


brian.kahl@dpi.wi.gov]

[Michele Tessner, Auditor: 608-267-9218 

michele.tessner@dpi.wi.gov]

[Brad Adams, Consultant: 608-267-3752 

bradley.adams@dpi.wi.gov]

[Bruce Anderson, Consultant: 608-267-9707 
bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov]

[Dan Bush, Consultant: 608-267-9212  

daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov]
[Karen Kucharz, Consultant: 608-266-3464

karen.kucharz@dpi.wi.gov]
[Erin Fath, Assistant Director: 608-267-9209
erin.fath@dpi.wi.gov]

[Bob Soldner, Director: 608-266-6968   

robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov]

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE TO THIS LISTSERV: 

To subscribe to this bulletin go to this link: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservsubscribe
To unsubscribe: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservunsubscribe
PREVIOUS LISTSERV MESSAGE #537, November 6, 2013
PI-401 TAX LEVY REPORT DUE FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 8:  The PI-401 Tax Levy Report can be accessed at the “School Finance Reporting Portal” at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_safrlinks.   Your school board has determined its levy and your school district clerk is required to certify the levy on or before November 10.  Please submit your PI-401 on or before Friday, November 8, 2013.  
2013-14 PRE-POPULATED REVENUE LIMIT WORKSHEETS: At 8:00 a.m. this morning, the SFS Team posted a revised version of the pre-populated 2013-14 Revenue Limit worksheet.  The new version of the pre-populated 2013-14 revenue limit worksheets is available and can be accessed directly at: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_revlimworksheet
The SFS Team will periodically post revised versions of the 2013-14 Revenue Limit Worksheet to reflect the most recent data available, including Fall 2013 levies, as reported to DPI via the PI-401 Report.  Please note the "DATA AS OF" date and time stamp in the upper left side of the worksheet.  
Districts are reminded to enter Energy Efficiency Resolution and Referendum results into SAFR (http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_safrlinks) as soon as results are known in order that the revenue limit worksheets we post include this data.
Please remember it is a school district’s responsibility to ensure the accuracy of the revenue limit worksheet.  The SFS Team’s pre-populated worksheet includes the data available to DPI, as reported by the district.
UPDATED GUIDANCE ON SPECIAL EDUCATION TRANSPORTATION: DPI has issued revised guidance on the transportation of students with IEPs and eligibility for state and federal special education funding. Two documents are available:

· The Special Education Team has posted “Special Education Transportation Overview” at http://sped.dpi.wi.gov/sped_grt-allowables. It provides a thorough analysis on when a transportation route actually is “specialized,” identifies eligible costs for services on a regular transportation route, and addresses students without disabilities being transported on a dedicated specialized transportation route.

· The School Financial Services team has an updated guide, “Specialized Transportation Aid Eligibility and Funding,” available at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_specedn. It goes into detail on the specific transportation costs eligible for state special education categorical aid, and includes issues and examples specific to categorical aid eligibility and state fiscal reporting.

If you have questions, please contact Daniel Bush at daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9212.

OPEN ENROLLMENT TRAINING REGARDING OE SPACE DESIGNATIONS AND APPEALS:  On November 19, DPI’s OE staff is conducting an open enrollment space designations and appeals workshop in Milwaukee from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  The cost will be $15 for the first participant from a district and $10 for additional participants from the district.  

This presentation will be devoted solely to the issue of regular education space. Designation of spaces and defending space appeals continues to be a confusing and frustrating procedure for school districts with limited space. The goal of the workshop is to provide some clarity around the procedures for designating spaces, granting preferences and guarantees, and submitting the record in a space appeal. 

This presentation is strongly recommended for anyone who has the responsibility for determining and assigning open enrollment spaces and responding to open enrollment space appeals, especially if you are in a district that regularly receives space appeals, and even if you have attended previous workshops. This workshop will be held in Milwaukee, because the greatest space issues occur in Milwaukee suburban districts. The workshop materials will be placed on the open enrollment web site (http://sms.dpi.wi.gov/sms_psctoc) for interested persons who are not able to travel to Milwaukee.

The November 19 open enrollment space designations and appeals workshop in Milwaukee will be from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
 

**** Tuesday, November 19th at the MPS School District Offices in Milwaukee

If you have any questions, please contact Kari Gensler Santistevan at 888-245-2732, option 2, then 2 again or by email at openenrollment@dpi.wi.gov. 

OPEN ENROLLMENT 101 WORKSHOPS:  The December 3 and December 5 Open Enrollment 101 workshops will run all day, from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  The lunch break will be from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and lunch will not be provided, so please plan accordingly.  The cost will be $15 for the first participant from a district and $10 for additional participants from the district.  

The format will be similar to last year.  The OE staff is holding two “Open Enrollment 101” workshops, intended for those who are new or relatively new to open enrollment or who need a basic refresher.  This will include basic information about the open enrollment program, an introduction to OPAL, and an introduction to alternative applications. We understand that scheduling only two “Open Enrollment 101” workshops will require many of you to travel further, but we believe there is valuable information and encourage new open enrollment staff to attend.   

The “Open Enrollment 101” workshops will be in Madison and Wausau and are full day workshops from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  as follows:  

**** Tuesday, December 3rd at Madison Area Technical College, Madison, WI  

 

**** Thursday, December 5th at Northcentral Wisconsin Technical College, Wausau, WI 
If you have any questions, please contact Kari Gensler Santistevan at 888-245-2732, option 2, then 2 again or by email at openenrollment@dpi.wi.gov. 

[image: image1.png]