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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #549, March 16, 2014
$60 MILLION INCREASE TO SCHOOL AIDS IN 2014-15: In October, 2013, Act 46 increased general school aids by $40 million for 2013-14 and $60 million in 2014-15. During this current Legislative session, the Governor and Legislature are not considering any new moneys for school aids as part of the current deliberations to spend the hundreds of millions of dollars that have been identified.  
AID PAYMENT AND AID ADJUSTMENT INFORMATION: The following aid payments are due to school districts on March 24, 2014: State Equalization Aid; Special Adjustment Aid; State High Poverty Aid; and Per Pupil Aid. Aid payments can be review by district on the Aids Register located at https://apps2.dpi.wi.gov/AidsRegister/public/history.  Districts with aid payment adjustments due to 2013-2014 Open Enrollment and Tuition Waivers can review their adjustments located at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_steqaidexp/. Please contact Victoria Chung at victoria.chung@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9205 with questions. 

ACTURIAL VALUATION REMINDER AND CLARIFICATION OF OPEB AND PENSION:  A reminder to districts needing a new actuarial valuation to contact your actuary and get an early start on the process.  Provide the actuary with all the details of your postemployment benefits, including if the retirees remain on the district’s health insurance plan and pay the vendor directly.  The District may not have this information readily available.  You may have to ask your insurance carrier to provide a report to you or to the actuary directly.  If there is a significant change in post employment eligibility and/or benefits, a new study should be completed at that time.  Otherwise, for OPEB, new studies should be completed every two years if 200 or more plan members, or every three years for fewer than 200 plan members.  For pension benefits, including supplemental stipends, a new study is required every two years, regardless of the number of plan participants.  Some actuarial firms value these two types of benefits at the same time for cost efficiency and your district may do a new study every two years even if you have less than 200 plan members for OPEB. For questions regarding this, please contact Michele Gundrum at michele.gundrum@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9218.

CONTINUED MEDICAID UPDATES: Recent updates have described the revised requirements for coding Medicaid revenues. The Department of Health Services had requested that ForwardHealth, their payment administrator, begin printing banner messages on checks advising districts of the payment type. However, the SFS Team has learned that ForwardHealth declined the request and is not including these messages. The SFS Team advises districts to rely upon the remittance advice available online for each payment, rather than the check itself, for coding Medicaid revenues. DPI will continue to emphasize with DHS the need for clear payment documentation.

SUMMER SCHOOL INFORMATION:  The updated Summer School Guidelines can be viewed directly at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/files/sfs/SummerSchoolGuidelines%202014.docx .  The updated transportation and fees letter is accessible at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/files/sfs/doc/Summer%20School%20Transportation%20Letter%20Revised%20March%202014.docx.   Additional information is located under Summer School on the left-hand sidebar of the SFS website at http://www.dpi.wi.gov/sfs/index.html or directly at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_summ_sch.  

The Senate has passed and sent to the Assembly 2013 Senate Bill 589/Assembly Bill 749 that could impact summer school courses offered during the Summer of 2014. We will update you if this legislation is enacted into law.

Districts may only charge a minimal material fee if the district is claiming membership for state aid or revenue limit purposes for the course.  If the district claims state aid under s. 121.14, Wis. Stats., there shall be no cost to the resident student beyond individual use supplies (towels, gym clothes, notebooks, pencils), textbooks, or similar items (workbooks).  Items for which fees are charged must be legally permitted and actually purchased for summer school use. 

Summer school fees cannot be used to subsidize other classes or students. For example, charging a single fee, such as $20, to all summer school students is not allowed unless it can be documented that each student received or consumed supplies at least equal to the fee. Most often fees will vary, and depend on what supplies and materials each class uses.  

Questions should be directed to Carey Bradley carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-3752.

SCHEDULED DPI PRESENTATIONS: 

[March 19-20 WASBO Foundation Accounting Conference, Marriott Madison-West, Middleton]  

[May 20-23, WASBO Spring Conference, Wisconsin Dells]
UPCOMING EVENTS: 
[March 19-20 WASBO Foundation Accounting Conference, Marriott Madison-West, Middleton]  

[May 28, WICPA Auditor Conference, Country Springs, Pewaukee]

[May 29, WICPA Auditor Conference, Holiday Inn, Stevens Point]

UPCOMING WASBO/WASDA WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES:  Register at wasbo. com [WASBO] / wasda.org [WASDA]
[March 19-20 WASBO Foundation Accounting Conference, Marriott Madison-West, Middleton.]  
[March 27-28, WASSA (Wisconsin Association of School Superintendent Assistants) Spring Conference, Madison]
[April 1: WASBO Certified School Risk Manager Program, Funding School Risks

 HYPERLINK "http://m360.wasbo.com/event.aspx?eventID=95223" \t "_blank" 


 HYPERLINK "https://m360.wasbo.com/event.aspx?eventID=95222" , Oshkosh]
[April 2: WASBO Certified School Risk Manager Program, Measuring School Risks, Oshkosh]
[May 20-23, WASBO Spring Conference, Wisconsin Dells]
[June 17: WASBO Certified School Risk Manager Program, Administering School Risks, Oshkosh]
SCHOOL FINANCE CONTACTS:

[Gene Fornecker, Auditor: 608-267-7882 

eugene.fornecker@dpi.wi.gov]

[Brian Kahl, Auditor: 608-266-3862 


brian.kahl@dpi.wi.gov]

[Michele Gundrum, Auditor: 608-267-9218 

michele.gundrum@dpi.wi.gov]

[Bruce Anderson, Consultant: 608-267-9707 
bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov]

[Carey Bradley, Consultant: 608-267-3752

carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov]

[Dan Bush, Consultant: 608-267-9212  

daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov]

[Karen Kucharz, Consultant: 608-266-3464

karen.kucharz@dpi.wi.gov]

[Erin Fath, Assistant Director: 608-267-9209
erin.fath@dpi.wi.gov]

[Bob Soldner, Director: 608-266-6968   

robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov]

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE TO THIS LISTSERV: 

To subscribe to this bulletin go to this link: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservsubscribe
To unsubscribe: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservunsubscribe
PREVIOUS LISTSERV MESSAGE #548, March 4, 2014

2nd CALL TO ACTION:  ACADEMIC STANDARDS:  With a public hearing coming up this Thursday, March 6, at 10 a.m., State Superintendent Tony Evers details how the academic standards legislation is bad for kids.  It would set up the repeal of the Common Core and launch a legislative power-grab over what children learn in school, creating a process for legislators to shape and debate academic standards on the floor of the Senate and Assembly. Please share this message with your communities:  http://youtu.be/l9MOmiuNmII
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