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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #577, October 15, 2014
OCTOBER 15 EQUALIZATION AID CERTIFICATION: The 2014-15 October 15 General School Aid Certifications are available at: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_aid_worksheets.

2014-15 PRE-POPULATED REVENUE LIMIT WORKSHEETS: A revised version of the pre-populated 2014-15 revenue limit worksheets will be available before October 16, 2014.  This version of the 2014-15 worksheet will include the October 15 Certification of General School Aid.  The worksheets can be accessed directly at: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_revlimworksheet.  

Please remember it is a school district’s responsibility to ensure the accuracy of the revenue limit worksheet.  Please pay close attention to the membership counts, particularly the 3rd Friday in September 2014 and Summer 2014 student FTE.  The SFS Team’s pre-populated worksheet includes the data available to DPI, as reported by the district.

2014-15 REVENUE LIMIT – RESIDENT EXEMPTION FOR PRIOR YEAR (2013-14) “UNCOUNTED” OPEN ENROLLED PUPILS:  The Revenue Limit Worksheets posted by the School Finance Team at (http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_revlimworksheet) have a “prior year open enrollment” revenue limit exemption on Item 10E.  This refers to pupils who open enrolled out of your school district who were not included in your membership at the time you levied for the 2013-14 school year.  

There are two categories of these pupils:

· When the legislature enacted the alternative application (exception) legislation, it provided for a revenue limit exemption (equal to the amount of the open enrollment payment) for pupils who attended under the alternative application procedure and who had not been counted by the resident district on the 3rd Friday in September.  This usually includes pupils who moved in from out of state or another Wisconsin school district or who had previously been attending a private school or homeschooling. 

To see the list of pupils for whom you received this exemption, in OPAL, click on the Counted in Membership tab under the Alt Apps tab.  Click on Transfers Out and on 2013-14.  You will see a list of pupils who may have transferred under an alternative application, with two columns titled “Counted in Membership” and “Not Counted in Membership”.  You are eligible for the prior year open enrollment exemption for those pupils who were “Not Counted in Membership”.  The last column shows the amount of the revenue limit exemption. 

For pupils with disabilities, the amount shown is $0.  To determine the amount of the exemption, click on the pupil’s name.  This will take you to the Student Summary page, which shows how many days the pupil was open enrolled.  Multiply the number of days by $36.03 ($18.02 for .5 FTE and $21.62 for .6 FTE) for the amount of the open enrollment payment/revenue limit exemption. 

· The other category of pupils eligible for the exemption are any open enrolled pupils who had not been included in the revenue limit membership used for the levy.  This category is made up of pupils whose resident district in OPAL was incorrect at the time the resident district levied and which was later corrected.  Even if the district later amends its membership and recalculates the revenue limit, the district would already have levied for that year and cannot go back and increase the levy.  Therefore, the district is eligible for the same type of exemption in the following school year, equal to the amount of the open enrollment payment.  

Any district that had pupils who might be eligible for this exemption received a verification letter from us to ascertain whether the pupil had been included in the district’s membership. 

If you have any questions, please contact us at openenrollment@dpi.wi.gov or at 888-245-2732, option 2.   

PER PUPIL CATEGORICAL AID OUTSIDE THE REVENUE LMITS:  Please remember the per pupil categorical aid that is outside the Revenue Limits:  http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/perpupil.  
Your district will receive $150 per revenue limit member in 2014-15 (an increase of $75 per member over 2013-14).  There is no sunset for this aid program – presumed to be law going forward unless otherwise modified by the Legislature.  A district’s eligibility for aid under this program will NOT be affected if the district chooses to under-levy (for 2012-13, the “Per Pupil Adjustment Aid” was directly affected by a district’s utilization of its levy authority).  This Per Pupil Aid will be paid to districts on the 4th Monday in March, 2015.  This is a sum-sufficient appropriation (aid will not be pro-rated).

“GETTING IT RIGHT” WORKSHOP: WASDA and the SFS Team are presenting two identical workshops for new and experienced administrators, business staff, and others who complete and present the revenue limit and equalization aid to their boards and public. The workshops, October 22 in Stevens Point and October 23 in Madison, discuss in detail the revenue limit worksheet from the base to the final levy, and uses district-specific numbers for participants. It is designed so participants are comfortable they are “getting it right” when presenting their recommendations to the board to certify the levy. It also provides basic information about how a district’s equalization aid is calculated, and other school finance issues. Contact Jessica Schwedrsky at jschwedrsky@wasda.org or (608) 729-6648 with questions or registration information at http://www.wasda.org.
PI-1506 AC REPORT ADJUSTMENTS: This is a critical report that is used to determine a district’s general school aid eligibility.  Districts are responsible for their auditors submitting the report and ensuring the adjustments are made as needed.  Auditors should e-mail Michele Gundrum at michele.gundrum@dpi.wi.gov if adjustments to the PI-1506 AC are necessary and include an explanation as to why the report needs to be opened.  Ms. Gundrum will review the request and open the report accordingly.
We are also asking that auditors do not submit adjustments to the PI-1506-AC until they are reasonably certain the numbers are accurate and won’t lead to more changes if the Annual Report has not been finalized.  

2014-15 FUND 80 REPORTING REQUIRMENTS:  Districts are required to report the information on Fund 80 expenditures to DPI within 10 days of the meeting that established the 2014-15 Fund 80 budget (revenue and expenditures).  Districts may access the link to the School Financial Services Fund 80 Survey (to report to DPI) and the reports submitted by districts to date (PDF document) at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_comm_serv.

If you have questions, please contact Bruce Anderson at 608-267-9707 or bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov.
2014-2015 WUFAR UPDATES: An update to the WUFAR Chart of Accounts effective for the 2014-15 fiscal year will be posted to finance team’s website by October 16. Also available is a summary of changes which is located in Appendix B—Revision #24 and the updated allowable account classifications by fund. All documents are available under the “WUFAR” link on the left hand scan bar or directly at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_wufar .   Please review the changes highlighted in Appendix B as these changes are effective in the Fall Budget Report.

This information has been made available to accounting software vendors. 

2014-15 PI-1504 BUDGET and SE BUDGET REPORTS OPEN OCTOBER 20:  The PI-1504 Budget and PI-1504 SE Budget for the 2014-15 school year will open on Monday, October 20.  Both reports will be due on December 1, 2014.  Go to the “School Finance Reporting Portal” at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_safrlinks to access the reports.
PI-401 TAX LEVY REPORT OPENS MONDAY, OCTOBER 20:  The PI-401 opens on Monday, October 20.  Go to the “School Finance Reporting Portal” at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_safrlinks to access the report.  The PI-401 will be due on Friday, November 7, 2014. 
UPCOMING EVENTS: 

[Reports currently open: PI-1563 Pupil Count Report; PI-1563-YCA (Challenge Academy); PI-1804 Pupil Count Summer School Report] 
[Financial Reports currently open: PI-1505 Annual; PI-1506 AC open on a request basis only] [PI-1505 Annual SE will open the week of October 20th]

UPCOMING WASBO [wasbo.com] and WASDA [wasda.org] WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES:
[October 22: WASDA Getting School Finance Right: From the Budget to the Levy, Holiday Inn, Stevens Point] 

[October 23: WASDA Getting School Finance Right: From the Budget to the Levy, WI School Leadership Center, Madison]

[November 3-4: Midwest Facility Masters Conference, Kalahari Resort & Conference Center, WI Dells]

[December 2: WASBO Winter at a Glance, Madison Marriott West, Middleton]
[December 3-4:  WASBO/WASPA School Personnel Academy, Madison Marriott West, Middleton]

SCHOOL FINANCE CONTACTS:

[Gene Fornecker, Auditor: 608-267-7882 

eugene.fornecker@dpi.wi.gov]

[Brian Kahl, Auditor: 608-266-3862 


brian.kahl@dpi.wi.gov]

[Michele Gundrum, Auditor: 608-267-9218 

michele.gundrum@dpi.wi.gov]

[Victoria Chung, Accountant: 608-267-9205

victoria.chung@dpi.wi.gov]

[Bruce Anderson, Consultant: 608-267-9707 
bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov]

[Carey Bradley, Consultant: 608-267-3752

carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov]

[Dan Bush, Consultant: 608-267-9212  

daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov]

[Karen Kucharz Robbe, Consultant: 608-266-3464
karen.kucharz@dpi.wi.gov]

[Vacant, Assistant Director: 608-267-9209]

[Bob Soldner, Director: 608-266-6968   

robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov]

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE TO THIS LISTSERV: 

To subscribe to this bulletin go to this link: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservsubscribe
To unsubscribe: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservunsubscribe
PREVIOUS LISTSERV MESSAGE #576, October 8, 2014
REVENUE LIMITS -- CLARIFICATION ON PROPERTY TAX CHARGEBACKS: State law provides for two types of chargeback situations, and each is treated differently when it is necessary for school districts to charge back the tax base to recover refunded tax dollars:

Section 74.41, Wis. Stats. 

Situation #1. A property tax owner can request a refund of taxes paid as a result of a delayed determination from a Board of Review (BOR), Board of Assessors (BOA), or a court. Examples: a major manufacturer was deemed to have been overvalued, paid taxes on the (now erroneous) valuation, and requests a refund of taxes paid; a home was not re-assessed after a major fire that significantly reduced the property value, the owner paid taxes on the higher value, and requests a refund of taxes paid. On November 15 of each year, the Department of Revenue sends notices to the underlying taxing jurisdictions (which include school districts) requesting payment by February 15 (to be used to refund the taxpayer). 

Districts having paid a refund under sec. 74.41, Wis. Stats., are allowed to increase Line 10D of their revenue limit computation by the refunded amount, recovering the refund cost within the Fund 10, Source 211 controlled levy. Do not use Line 15C for these chargebacks. See Situation #2 below.
The SFS team has recently asked the Department of Revenue for a file of all refund notifications sent to districts on November 15, 2013 under sec. 74.41, Wis. Stats., and will enter this information in Line 10D on the district’s 2014-15 pre-populated worksheet as soon as it is received.  We believe the updates should occur on October 13th.

Section 74.42, Wis. Stats. 

Situation #2. This state law addresses the chargeback of uncollectible net personal property tax. When districts submit tax invoices to the underlying municipalities in the fall each year, districts will receive the full amount of their invoices by the following August. Occasionally, the municipality cannot subsequently collect from the taxpayers the full amount sent to the district. In this case, districts will have to pay back the local municipality the amount that was uncollectible. Chargebacks under sec. 74.42, Wis. Stats., are NOT eligible for a revenue limit exemption. Districts recover the cost of these refunds via Line 15C Prior Year Levy Chargebacks, Fund 10, Source 212 on the revenue limit worksheet. 

Please contact Karen Kucharz Robbe at karen.kucharz@dpi.wi.gov or (608) 266-3464 should you have questions. 
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