	Memorandum
State of Wisconsin
Department of Public Instruction
	[image: image1.png]New

T







SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #579, November 5, 2014
PI-401 TAX LEVY REPORT DUE FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 7:  The PI-401 Tax Levy Report can be accessed at the “School Finance Reporting Portal” at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_safrlinks.   Your school board has determined its levy and your school district clerk is required to certify the levy on or before November 10.  Please submit your PI-401 on or before Friday, November 7, 2014.  
If you have questions related to updating the local municipality contact information used by the School Financial Services (SFS) Team on the TAX LEVY CERTIFICATION documents, please have the local municipality contact the WI Department of Revenue directly.  This information is provided by the WI Department of Revenue to the SFS team.  The municipality, itself, will need to send the necessary information via email to lgs@revenue.wi.gov or by U.S. Mail to Revenue Auditor, Local Government Services, WI Department of Revenue, P.O. Box 8971, Madison, WI 53708-8971.
REVENUE LIMIT -- ENERGY EFFICIENCY EXEMPTION REMINDERS:  Districts are reminded that if they have NEW debt related to an energy efficiency project, two (2) approvals are needed from the Board: (1) approval for the new debt issue, which is most likely Fund 38; and (2) the exemption to exceed the revenue limit to accommodate the related debt service payments necessary in calendar 2015.

For those districts in the second year of a debt issue related to an energy efficiency project, only the Board resolution to exceed the revenue limit to accommodate the related debt service payments is necessary.  Please contact Gene Fornecker at 608-267-7882 or eugene.fornecker@dpi.wi.gov if you have questions on how to report debt issues.

For those districts approving an Energy Efficiency exemption that does NOT involve debt, only the Board resolution for the exemption is needed. 

In all cases, the energy efficiency exemption should be entered into the Referenda portal by using “Board Resolution to Exceed Revenue Cap for Energy Efficiencies – Non-Recurring” as the type.

PRELIMINARY INDIRECT COST CALCULATIONS FOR 2014-15:  Preliminary Indirect Cost calculations have been posted at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_indirect.  Please note that the indirect cost rates shown on the indirect cost rate computation are preliminary only. The preliminary rates may be adjusted by filing Form PI-1161 which is available on our website at: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_indirect.  Under the department’s policy on indirect cost, each LEA has the option to choose either indirect cost reimbursement or direct cost reimbursement on federally assisted grant programs. Form PI-1161 has an optional indirect cost adjustment section to adjust certain 2012-2013 costs, if appropriate. It also has a required ‘certification by agency official” section to establish indirect cost rates. If there are no adjustments that need to be made to the preliminary rate calculation and you wish to have an official approval letter of your district’s final rates please sign and date Form PI-1161 and email a copy to our department by November 28, 2014 to dpisfsreports@dpi.wi.gov. Please contact Gene Fornecker at 608-267-7882 or eugene.fornecker@dpi.wi.gov with any questions. 

HIGH COST SPECIAL EDUCATION AID CLAIMS NOW OPEN: Claims for 2014-15 High Cost Special Education Aid based on costs for students served in the 2013-14 school year are now open. Eligible LEAs may submit claims for individual students via the Special Education Web Portal (https://www2.dpi.state.wi.us/seportal). Claims are due Friday, January 16, 2015, and more information is available at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/highcost-sped. The School Financial Services team has taken over administration of this program; please contact Daniel Bush at daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9212 with questions on claims and eligibility. (Problems with logging into the Special Education Web Portal should still be referred to Rachel Zellmer, rachel.zellmer@dpi.wi.gov or 608-266-1787.)

Rachel/Sherri: The SPED team page on High Cost (http://sped.dpi.wi.gov/sped_highcost) should come down.
NEW SFS TEAM AUDITOR LISTSERVE: We have created a listserv for district auditors and others interested in audit and accounting issues identified by the School Financial Services (SFS) Team.  Please join the Listserve for CPA Firms Auditing Wisconsin School Districts and CESAS at:  http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_auditor_break
Bottom of Form

The School Finance Team “Leaauditor” (local education agency auditor) mailing list is designed to facilitate timely and interactive electronic communication among the SFS Team and the public accounting firms that audit school districts, CESAs, and other local education agencies. The SFS Team uses this list to send out routine correspondence, audit alerts, notices of major additions to our website, as well as, facilitate discussions among the subscribers to the listserve.

Please contact one of the School Finance Team Auditors located on the Staff Directory if you have questions. 
REGULAR PUPIL TRANSPORTATION AID PAYMENT UPDATE:  The January, 2015 regular pupil transportation categorical aid payment is based on the school district’s pupil transportation reports (PI-1547 and PI-1547SS) from the 2013-2014 school year.  If your school district experienced an audit of the pupil transportation data and a State Single Audit Finding will be reported to the School Financial Services team related to this matter, please contact Bruce  Anderson at bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov and request an opportunity to edit the PI-1547 and/or PI147SS prior to December 12, 2014.  In doing so, the school district can mitigate the financial consequences due to the audit finding.  

2014 SCHOOL BUS REBATE PROGRAM APPLICATION DUE NOV 17TH:  As part of the Diesel Emission Reduction Program (DERA), the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is making available a 2014 School Bus Replacement Funding Opportunity.  This funding opportunity provides rebate incentives to selected eligible applicants to replace school buses powered by model year 2006 or older engines, with new buses powered by a certified 2014 or newer model year engine, or operated solely on electricity.  School districts, and private entities that operate school buses under a contract with a school district, are included in the list of eligible applicants.  The assistance is non-competitive and applications will be selected at random for a rebate amount between $15,000 and $25,000 depending on gross vehicle weight rating.  If you believe your district may qualify, information on the program and how to apply is available on the DPI Pupil Transportation Homepage located at http://sms.dpi.wi.gov/sms_transhpg.  The application deadline to apply is November 17, 2014, 4p.m. EST.  If you have questions regarding the information on our website please contact Janice Zmrazek at janice.zmrazek@dpi.wi.gov or 608-266-2803.
UPCOMING EVENTS: 

[Reports currently open: PI-1563 Pupil Count Report; PI-1563-YCA (Challenge Academy); PI-1804 Pupil Count Summer School Report] 
[Financial Reports currently open: PI-1505 Annual; PI-1505 Annual SE; PI-1506 AC open on a request basis only] 

UPCOMING WASBO [wasbo.com] and WASDA [wasda.org] WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES:
[December 2: WASBO Winter at a Glance, Madison Marriott West, Middleton]
[December 3-4:  WASBO/WASPA School Personnel Academy, Madison Marriott West, Middleton]

SCHOOL FINANCE CONTACTS:

[Gene Fornecker, Auditor: 608-267-7882 

eugene.fornecker@dpi.wi.gov]

[Brian Kahl, Auditor: 608-266-3862 


brian.kahl@dpi.wi.gov]

[Michele Gundrum, Auditor: 608-267-9218 

michele.gundrum@dpi.wi.gov]

[Victoria Chung, Accountant: 608-267-9205

victoria.chung@dpi.wi.gov]

[Bruce Anderson, Consultant: 608-267-9707 
bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov]

[Carey Bradley, Consultant: 608-267-3752

carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov]

[Dan Bush, Consultant: 608-267-9212  

daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov]

[Karen Kucharz Robbe, Consultant: 608-266-3464
karen.kucharz@dpi.wi.gov]

[Vacant, Assistant Director: 608-267-9209]

[Bob Soldner, Director: 608-266-6968   

robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov]

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE TO THIS LISTSERV: 

To subscribe to this bulletin go to this link: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservsubscribe
To unsubscribe: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservunsubscribe
PREVIOUS LISTSERV MESSAGE #578, October 24, 2014
UPDATED 2014-15 PRE-POPULATED REVENUE LIMIT WORKSHEETS: Revised versions of the pre-populated 2014-15 revenue limit worksheets are available.  This version includes reported levies and we are noticing a few substantial penalty amounts based on the information we have on file.  We believe these estimated penalties might be caused by missing exemptions in the referenda portal.   It is recommended you view the updated pre-populated revenue limit worksheets after entering your tax levies and check if you are showing a penalty. The worksheets can be accessed directly at: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_revlimworksheet.  

Please remember it is a school district’s responsibility to ensure the accuracy of the revenue limit worksheet.  Please pay close attention to the membership counts, particularly the 3rd Friday in September 2014 and Summer 2014 student FTE.  The SFS Team’s pre-populated worksheet includes the data available to DPI, as reported by the district.

FIRST SPECIAL EDUCATION AID PAYMENT: Amounts for the November 17, 2014 payment of Special Education and School-Age Parents categorical aid have been determined and worksheets are available at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_sped_worksheets. This is the first of five monthly payments in 2014-15; districts and other LEAs will receive 15 percent of their total eligible aid each month through March, and their final 25 percent in June. Monthly payments will be based on a proration rate of 26.5 percent of eligible costs. At present, we anticipate the final rate will be close to the 26.85 percent estimate announced in July 2014. 

Contact Daniel Bush at daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9212 with questions.
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