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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #588, February 4, 2015
GOVERNOR’S 2015-17 BUDGET PROPOSAL FOR REVENUE LIMITS AND PER PUPIL AID:  Governor Walker has proposed maintaining current law by providing $0 for the per pupil adjustment for revenue limits in 2015-16 and 2016-17.  In addition, Governor Walker has proposed eliminating the $150 Per Pupil categorical aid in 2015-16 ($0 in 2015-16) and providing approximately $165 Per Pupil categorical aid in 2016-17.  The new Per Pupil aid payment will be calculated by taking the total appropriation of $141,907,800 and dividing it by the total number of pupils enrolled in all school districts and then multiplying the quotient by the number of pupils enrolled in your district in 2016-17.  This new Per Pupil program will be funded from a sum certain appropriation determined as part of each biennial budget process. 
2014-15 REQUIRED MEMBERSHIP AUDITS:  The state superintendent is required annually to select at least 25 percent of school districts to submit membership audits (s. 115.28(18), Wis. Stats.) Notification of required membership audits was sent via e-mail to the district administrators of the selected districts and to district auditors via our auditor listserv.  Criteria for a district to be selected to submit a required membership audit is below. Subscribers to this listserv can view the e-mail notification content and a list of the districts with required membership audits by selecting the “Audit/Auditor Info” link on the left hand scan bar of the team’s home web page directly at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_m_audit. The membership audits are due May 1, 2015.

The following procedures were used to select districts for the 2014-15 membership audits: 

1. Random Selection: 

A. From a "four-year cycle" pool, whereby all districts are selected for an audit at least once in a four-year period; or

B. From an "annual selection pool,” whereby 5 percent of those districts not selected above are selected.   (Note: Under this criterion, the possibility of selection exists each year.) 

2. Districts audited in 2013-2014 having a net error rate in excess of 1 percent from the reported membership, for either count date, and not selected by previous procedures. 

3. The January pupil count report was not received by January 28, 2015, and not selected by the procedures listed above. 

A listing of school districts with required membership reports can be accessed on the same site referenced above. Districts participating in the Integration Transfer Program (ITP) are required to have a separate audit of ITP Membership and should contract with their auditor for this. The ITP membership audit program is currently being updated and will be available soon.  The ITP membership audits are due May 1, 2015. 

TO MAKE CHANGES TO PI-1563 SEPTEMBER/JANUARY PUPIL COUNT REPORT:  If you wish to amend your district’s pupil count reports, please follow the alternative procedures as listed below: 

FOR DISTRICTS REQUIRED TO SUBMIT A MEMBERSHIP AUDIT: The School Finance Reporting Portal is open to districts selected for a membership audit.  Districts are to make pupil count changes through the reporting portal on the PI-1563 reports by changing original data. The district’s auditor is not allowed to make the changes; rather, they may only print the "Audit Changes: Summary" and use it in their audit procedures.  Once the finance team receives the audited membership report from the district’s auditor, the PI-1563 report will be closed. If an amendment is required subsequent to the audit, follow the same procedures as “For Districts Not Required To Have a Membership Audit” detailed blow.  The district’s auditor must concur in writing to any changes made subsequent to the audit. 

FOR DISTRICTS NOT REQUIRED TO HAVE A MEMBERSHIP AUDIT:  Any changes to the PI-1563 Pupil Count Report will be made by the district via the School Finance Reporting Portal.  Send an email to: debra.towns@dpi.wi.gov indicating which count date, what changes are to be made and why, and include contact information. You will be contacted as to when the reporting portal will be open for you to make an amendment to the appropriate report. After amending the PI-1563 report, please be sure to press the “submit” button so the changes are official. Questions should be directed to Debi Towns by email at debra.towns@dpi.wi.gov or by phone at 608-267-9209.

2014-2015 COMMON SCHOOL FUND DISTRIBUTION (LIBRARY AID):  Common School Fund distributions for the 2014-15 school year will be $29.05 (rounded) per census student. This figure is based upon the Board of Commissioners of Public Lands’ estimate of $35.5 million being available for payment as of April 15, 2015.  This amount is a conservative estimate that DPI is confident will be distributed, but the actual figure is not guaranteed. Payments to districts will be made on Monday, April 27, 2015.  Funds are to be used in the same fiscal year as they are received.

The calculation of each school district’s Common School Fund (library aid) is available on the team's website.  Click on the "Aid Information" link on the left-hand column scan bar of the team's home webpage or go to the website address: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_comsch. Information regarding eligible Common School Fund purchases is found at: http://schlib.dpi.wi.gov/schlib_csf_purc .  If you have any questions regarding school library purchases that meet the requirements of the Common School Fund, contact the School Library Media Consultants, Nancy.Anderson@dpi.wi.gov (608) 224-5383 or Martha.Berninger@dpi.wi.gov (608) 224-6161.

PUBLIC SCHOOL OPEN ENROLLMENT FOR 2015-16 SCHOOL YEAR:  The public school open enrollment (OE) application period runs from Feb. 2 to April 30, 2015 for the 2015-16 school year.  OE allows parents an opportunity to send their children to any public school district in the state.  Under the full-time public school open enrollment program, parents may apply during the three-month application period to the school district they wish their children to attend. 
Online application is encouraged and the link is https://apps4.dpi.wi.gov/Opal2012 . Application deadlines are firm. Early and late applications are not accepted. Districts will notify parents by June 5 whether their open enrollment applications have been approved or denied. Although an alternate application procedure allows parents to apply outside of the application period, there are more restrictions associated with the alternate procedure. 
Please send questions to: Email: openenrollment@dpi.wi.gov or call toll-free: 888-245-2732.
TIME TO REVIEW THE REVISED 1500 SCHOOL CONTACTS REPORT:   The renovated “PI 1500 School Contacts Report” provides school districts with a tool that allows local decision making as to who is responsible for completing the different SFS Team school finance reports. It is important for someone to review the list of individuals who are deemed “Active” within the PI 1500 and edit as necessary.  An individual no longer with the district should be deactivated and the information on the “Profile” tab for the others should be checked for possible updates.  This early review of the revised PI 1500 by your district will be beneficial as additional portals are opened. Please contact Bruce.Anderson@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9790, if you need assistance.  

FOURTH SPECIAL EDUCATION AID PAYMENT: Amounts for the February 17, 2015 payment of Special Education and School-Age Parents categorical aid have been determined and worksheets are available at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_sped_worksheets. The PI-1505-SE Special Education Annual Report has been reopened for edits and late changes. It will be closed again on Monday, February 9 for processing of March aid payments. Contact Daniel Bush at daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9212 with questions.
UPCOMING EVENTS: 

[February 2:  2014-15 Student Membership Audits Announced]
[February 6:  2014-15 Student Membership Audit Program Available]
UPCOMING WASBO [wasbo.com] and WASDA [wasda.org] WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES:

[February 4, 2015: WASBO Transportation & Bus Safety Conference, Kalahari Resort & Conference Center, Wisconsin Dells]

[February 17-18, 2015: WASBO Wisconsin Federal Funding Conference, Kalahari Resort & Conference Center, Wisconsin Dells]

SCHOOL FINANCE CONTACTS:

[Gene Fornecker, Auditor: 608-267-7882 

eugene.fornecker@dpi.wi.gov]

[Brian Kahl, Auditor: 608-266-3862 


brian.kahl@dpi.wi.gov]

[Vacant, Auditor:





]

[Victoria Chung, Accountant: 608-267-9205

victoria.chung@dpi.wi.gov]

[Bruce Anderson, Consultant: 608-267-9707 
bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov]

[Carey Bradley, Consultant: 608-267-3752

carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov]

[Dan Bush, Consultant: 608-267-9212  

daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov]

[Karen Kucharz Robbe, Consultant: 608-266-3464
karen.kucharz@dpi.wi.gov]

[Debi Towns, Assistant Director: 608-267-9209
debra.towns@dpi.wi.gov]


[Bob Soldner, Director: 608-266-6968   

robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov]

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE TO THIS LISTSERV: 

To subscribe to this bulletin go to this link: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservsubscribe
To unsubscribe: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservunsubscribe
PREVIOUS LISTSERV MESSAGE #587, January 19, 2015

Today is a holiday to celebrate Martin Luther King, Jr.!  Many of us use the day to reflect on the work that has been done and the efforts each one of us must commit to complete in our efforts to close the racial achievement gap.  I ask you to identify and commit to action one thing you can do to help us eliminate the racial achievement gap.  Thank you!


FUND 80 – COMMUNITY PROGRAMS AND SERVICES:  The first semester is about over and now would be a good time for each school district that operates a Fund 80 and/or provides Community Programs and Services (CPS) opportunities to review what has been approved for the 2014-2015 school year.  How can a school district gain a better understanding of how “PI 80 Community Programs and Service” (emergency rule) might impact the district’s 2015-2016 Revenue Limit calculations?  A  Questions and Answers Related to Community Programs and Services (CPS) webpage is now available as a reference.  The link to this information can be found on the Community Service Fund Information page at:  http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_comm_serv.  If one of the examples discussed in the Q and A closely aligns to what is happening in the district, now would be a prudent time for a district to consider their options in light of the potential consequence for having “ineligible” costs in Fund 80.  Each “ineligible” cost will result in a need to move the expenditure out of Fund 80 and that same dollar amount will be a negative deduction on your 2015-2016 revenue limit calculation.  

REMINDER FOR DISTRICTS WITH REFERENDUMS: Within 10 days of adopting a resolution, the school board shall notify the department of the scheduled date of the referendum.  Please record information in the reporting portal (SAFR) and submit, via email, a signed copy of the board resolution and the ballot question to carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov.  
Information regarding referendum reporting requirements is found at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_ref1
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