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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #596, May 22, 2015
FINAL 2014-15 GENERAL AID ELIGIBILITY: General Aid Eligibility for 2014-15 has been calculated using audited 2013-14 Annual Report data and final state guarantees. On October 15, 2014, estimated 2014-15 aid eligibility was calculated based on district PI-1506-AC reports. Differences that result from comparing the October 15, 2014 estimated aid eligibility and the recalculated final aid eligibility are 2014-15 aid adjustments. By statute, 2014-15 aid adjustments are added to or subtracted from a district’s 2015-16 September equalization aid payment (payment date is September 21) and will be incorporated into the district’s October 15, 2015 estimate of 2015-16 General Aid. The adjustments are considered 2015-16 revenue. 

Each district's “Final Calculation of 2014-15 General Aid” worksheet and the “2014-15 General Aid Eligibility Adjustments Summary” worksheet are found on the team’s website under “Worksheets” on the left hand scan bar or at directly at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_aid_worksheets.

Membership FTE used to calculate the final aid eligibility is found on your district’s SAFR home page at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_safrlinks.  

Contact a school finance consultant if you have questions about the calculation. 

FIFTH SPECIAL EDUCATION AID PAYMENT: Amounts for the June 8, 2015 payment of Special Education and School-Age Parents categorical aid have been determined and worksheets are available at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_sped_worksheets. This payment includes the final 1/4 of each LEA’s aid, plus a small additional amount to reach the final aid proration rate of 26.79%. Final audit and licensure adjustments are also reflected in this payment. 

Contact Daniel Bush at daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9212 with questions.

HIGH COST SPECIAL EDUCATION AID PAYMENTS:  DPI has approved 143 claims for High Cost Special Education Aid from districts and other LEAs that served 1,052 Wisconsin public school students with extraordinary special education needs in the 2013-14 school year. LEAs are eligible for reimbursement of 90 percent of individual students’ costs above $30,000 not covered by other state and federal special education funding. With $5,732,590 in state categorical aid and federal IDEA discretionary funds available to support $12,402,877 of eligible costs, we are able to fund those costs at a rate of 46.2%.

Information for each LEA on their June 15, 2015 payment is available at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/highcost-sped. Please note there are two funding streams in the High Cost Special Education Aid program: state aid is coded to source 625 and IDEA discretionary funding is coded to source 711. Each LEA will also receive a letter by mail detailing the aid received for each individual student. Districts whose residents were served by another LEA that submitted a High Cost Special Education Aid claim on their behalf, but did not submit claims of their own, will also receive letters.

Contact Daniel Bush at daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9212 with any questions.

MODIFIED SPECIAL EDUCATION LICENSURE AUDITS FOR 2014-15:  Due to the ongoing transition of DPI licensure and staff reporting via the new online systems, the “No Valid License” information provided to auditors as part of the Special Education Audit Program will not be available for audits of the 2014-15 school year. A modified audit procedure involving manual licensure testing will be used. The procedure replaces the licensure testing portions of the Special Education Audit Program—all other sections of the audit program remain in place. With the modified procedure, auditors will be verifying licensure for a sample of LEA staff.  LEAs able to document staff who applied for the proper license in 2014-15 but have not yet received it will be deemed in compliance with the licensure requirement.

The audit program modification is available in the Audit Manual Index at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_aud_list under “Chapter 4 Special Education.” 

Contact Daniel Bush at daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9212 with any questions.

STATE TUITION PAYMENTS: Payments of 2014-15 state tuition have been finalized based upon audited data and all claims will be paid in full. Details and final payment amounts are available at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_tuit_st.  Payments will be made on June 1. 

Contact Daniel Bush at daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9212 with questions.

GENERAL PUPIL TRANSPORTATION AID REALLOCATION PAYMENTS: Revised pupil transportation payments will be released on June 15, 2015.  To see the value for each school district go to “Pupil Transportation Aid – Information” http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_pupiltran1 website and scroll down to “2014-2015 Transportation Aid Payments – May 19, 2015”. This spreadsheet lists each school district and under the “2011 Act 105 Reallocation Balance” column (K) is the actual payment the district will receive.  
Please contact Bruce Anderson at bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9707 with questions. 
PI-1547 2014-15 TRANSPORTATION REPORT OPENED MAY 20: The report collects ridership data for the ‘Regular School’ and/or ‘Vocational Programs’.  The Portal opened on May 20 and will close on June 26, 2015.  Each school district that provides free pupil transportation to their students from their residence to the school of attendance is encouraged to submit the ridership data for the 2014-2015 school year. Access to the report and instructions can be found at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_pupiltran1.  
Contact Bruce Anderson at 608-267-9707or bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov with any questions.
TRANSFER OF SERVICE (TOS) – UPDATED PROCESS:  A Transfer of Service (TOS) request submitted through PI-5000 continues to require the requesting school district to answer several questions. Question #3 is “Where did the student transfer from?”  There are three possible answers: (A) “From another Wisconsin public School district”;  (B) “From a governmental unit in another State”; or (C) “From a governmental unit in another country”.  Each of these choices is followed by a dropdown list where an addition selection must be made. 

Regardless of the choices made in answering question #3, the school district will need to be able to confirm that the student’s most recent school was another governmental unit.  Additional information is available “Transfer of Service” http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/transfer-service website in the “Transfer of Service General Information – Basic Guidelines” document.
Please contact Bruce Anderson at bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9707 with questions. 

FOOD SERVICE VENDING SALES AND STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS:  Districts are reminded that school food service operations should not partner with school organizations in selling food items in order to split the profit for scholarship funds. The following Q & A addressing this topic was included in the DPI Food and Nutrition (FNS) Team’s Spring 2014 Newsletter, sent to all Authorized Reps and School Food Service Directors:
Q - If a food service director were to partner with a school organization (i.e., student council, FFA, FBLA, etc.) and purchase all items through Fund 50, with the students being responsible for the sale of items, could there be a fund transfer out of foodservice (Fund 50) into the student organization’s account to share the profits with the group? If some of the profits remain in foodservice (Fund 50), could the profits in foodservice (Fund 50) be used to offer a student scholarship?

A - The foodservice account (Fund 50) should be used to account for the school district’s food service programs and not for other purposes. There is no mechanism in Fund 50 to account for transfers out to other funds. (An “expenditure” in lieu of a transfer is not allowed.) If foodservice is purchasing the items for the group to sell, the group must reimburse the foodservice account for all costs related to this purchase (food costs as well as any labor costs involved). Please refer to USDA Memo SP 13-2014 (http://www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/SP13-2014os.pdf) for further information. 
If the student groups are purchasing and selling food items, then the revenues and costs related to those food sales should be accounted for in a student organization fund (Fund 60 and/or Fund 21). 

Business managers and any staff responsible for overseeing the financial aspects of the district food service are strongly encouraged to review the complete Q & A in the FNS Spring 2014 Newsletter, found at: http://fns.dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/fns/pdf/snt_spr14.pdf. 
Please contact a School Financial Services Consultant if you have any questions.

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

Memorial Day is a day of remembering the women and men who died while serving the United States of America.  Please take a moment to remember their sacrifices.  I hope you all have a safe Memorial Day Weekend!
[PI-1547 Pupil Transportation Report Open with June 26, 2015 Closing Date]

UPCOMING WASBO [wasbo.com] and WASDA [wasda.org] WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES:
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SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE TO THIS LISTSERV: 

To subscribe to this bulletin go to this link: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservsubscribe
To unsubscribe: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservunsubscribe
PREVIOUS LISTSERV MESSAGE #595, May 1, 2015
PRELIMINARY INDIRECT COST CALCULATIONS FOR 2015-16 DUE MAY 31st:  

Important Change Effective for Fiscal years beginning July 1, 2015

With the passage of the new OMB Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal Awards (the Omni-Circular), there are 15 data elements which are required to be provided in all Federal Awards. One of those elements is the approved indirect cost rate applicable to the Federal Award. This new requirement necessitates the calculation and approval of all Indirect Cost Rates for all Wisconsin LEAs by July 1. Prior practice allowed the approval of final rates in December.  

Due to this change we will require any adjustments required to be submitted to us by May 31 using Form PI-1161. This will provide the Department sufficient time to finalize rates by June 30. 
Preliminary Indirect Cost Calculations for 2015-16

Preliminary Indirect Cost calculations have been posted at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_indirect.  Please note that the indirect cost rates shown on the indirect cost rate computation are preliminary only. The preliminary rates may be adjusted by filing Form PI-1161 which is available on our website at: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_indirect.  Under the department’s policy on indirect cost, each LEA has the option to choose either indirect cost reimbursement or direct cost reimbursement on federally assisted grant programs. Form PI-1161 has an optional indirect cost adjustment section to adjust certain 2013-2014 costs, if appropriate. It also has a required ‘certification by agency official” section to establish indirect cost rates. If there are no adjustments that need to be made to the preliminary rate calculation and you wish to have an official approval letter of your district’s final rates please sign and date Form PI-1161 and email a copy to our department by May 31, 2015 to dpisfsreports@dpi.wi.gov. 
Please contact Gene Fornecker at 608-267-7882 or eugene.fornecker@dpi.wi.gov with any questions. 

PAYMENT OF 2014-15 YEAR END CLAIMS ** VERY IMPORTANT **:  Each year in June the processing of claims is shut down for a couple of weeks in order for the State to perform year end wrap up and rollover into the new year. This June, the State of Wisconsin will also be going through a software conversion.  The processing will cease earlier than in past years so please be aware of the following information when filing June claims for any federal or state program.  

· The last date that DPI grant accountants will be allowed to process claims is June 10th.  No claims may be processed in the current system after that date, and all payments will be processed in the new system starting in July.

· If processed by June 10th, you should receive payment by June 22nd.   

· In order to guarantee receipt of payment by June 22nd, you must have your claim filed with DPI no later than June 1.  

· Grant Accountants will continue to process claims up until June 10th, but cannot guarantee yours will be processed if received later than June 1.  

· Processing of claims will begin again in July.  A reminder that all final claims from fiscal year 2014-15 must be submitted by September 30, 2015.

· Please do not call requesting your claim be processed.  All claims will be processed in the order they are received.

We apologize for any inconvenience this may cause and will do our best to make payments as timely as possible.  If you have questions regarding this information please contact Alan Virnig at alan.virnig@dpi.wi.gov or 608-266-2428.

HIGH COST TRANSPORTATION AID – JUNE 15, 2015 PAYMENT:  2013 Wisconsin Act 20 (Section 121.59, Wisconsin Statutes) created a new categorical aid program that provides $5 million in additional funding to school districts in Wisconsin that have higher per pupil transportation costs when compared to the statewide average per pupil transportation cost.  Each district with a per pupil transportation cost that exceeds one hundred and fifty percent (150%) of the statewide average per pupil transportation cost will receive a share of this categorical aid.  2014-15 aid is based on audited information from the previous fiscal year (2013-14). 

The following spreadsheet includes school district data and final 2014-15 aid payments:  http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sfs/xls/2015%20High%20Cost%20Transportation%20data%20Final%2005-01-2015.xlsx 

Additional information can be accessed from the SFS Team home page at:  http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/.   Select “Aid Information” from the gray scan bar on the left side of the page, then select “High Cost Transportation Aid Information”. 
UPDATED HIGH COST SPECIAL EDUCATION AID INFORMATION NOW AVAILABLE:  LEAs serving students with higher-cost, lower-incidence disabilities should review DPI’s updated information on the High Cost Special Education Aid program, available at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/highcost-sped.  The program guidance document has been overhauled and expanded to provide more clarity, detail, and consistency on how the aid program works, which costs are eligible for reimbursement, and how it ties into IDEA Maintenance of Effort. There are a number of program changes from previous years, including:

· A definition for “actual, additional special education costs” eligible for High Cost Special Education Aid has been added.

· More cost categories are defined, such as construction or renovation, student-specific materials or supplies, and vehicle modification.

· Some contracted services eligible for Special Education and School-Age Parents Aid or IDEA funding are now also eligible for High Cost Special Education Aid.

· Tuition payments have been reorganized for greater consistency between private and public placements.

· Statutory provisions on which costs may or may not be claimed have been clarified.

Additionally, a worksheet is now available for LEA users to estimate High Cost Special Education Aid payments.

The updated program guidance will take effect with claims filed next year (2015-16) for this year’s (2014-15) students. Claims filed this year were evaluated under the old guidance and payments are nearly finalized. Watch for updates to the High Cost claim software and further technical assistance on the program. In the meantime, please contact Daniel Bush at daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9212 with questions.

COMMUNITY PROGRAMS AND SERVICES (FUND 80) 2014-15 AUDIT PROGRAM:  To help your school district prepare for the 2014-2015 Fund 80 audit, please review the "Community Service Audit Program" Updated April 24, 2015.” This notice can be found on the Community Service Fund Information http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_comm_serv website. 

The audit program can also be accessed as follows:

Step 1.  From School Financial Services http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov select “Audit/Auditor Info” in the left-hand column and that will take you to the Financial and Membership Audit Requirements website http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_audit_1.  

Step 2.  Select the link to “Audit Manual Index” website http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_aud_list 
Step 3.  Scroll down the page to “Chapter 3 Single Audit Requirements” and select the link to the “Department of Public Instruction Audit Programs” website http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_fin_audit 
Step 4.  Scroll down the page to “Other Audit Programs” and select the link to the “Community Service Audit Program Updated 4/24/2015”
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