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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #599, June 12, 2015
SUMMER SCHOOL AND INTERIM SESSION RULE PI-17: The Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction will conduct a hearing from 3:30 to 5 p.m. Friday, June 26, at the agency’s Madison headquarters in the GEF 3 building, Room P41, 125 South Webster Street, to accept public testimony on proposed rules related to summer school and interim session programs.  For more information, please visit the DPI newsroom website http://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/news-release/dpinr2015_63.pdf.

This proposed rule change will modify PI 17 as a result of the statutory changes made in 2013 Wisconsin Act 257.  The hearing notice is at http://pb.dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/pb/Signed%20PI%2017%20public%20hearing%20notice%20for%20website.pdf .  The rule can be accessed at http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/chr/all/cr_15_038 .
SUMMER SCHOOL AND STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES:  As we move into summer, the School Finance team would like to remind districts of the guidelines when it comes to students with disabilities participating in summer school and Extended School Year (ESY) programming:

· ESY refers to the instructional and related services specified by a student’s IEP and provided outside the normal school year, including summer.

· An IEP may specify taking a summer school class offered by the district. However, that does not make a portion of the class allocable to “special education.” Only the excess costs of providing ESY are coded to Fund 27. (For example, if a student’s IEP specifies taking a summer reading course with one-on-one aide support, the aide’s salary and benefits are ESY costs coded to Fund 27 but the reading teacher’s entire salary and benefits remain in Fund 10.)

· Stand alone ESY programming may not be counted as minutes for summer school FTE. ESY provided in a summer school class may not be counted as minutes for summer school FTE unless the student’s participation requires no excess costs. (In the prior example, the student could not be counted for summer FTE because the aide’s salary and benefits are an excess cost coded to Fund 27.)

· Costs associated with making summer school programming accessible to students with disabilities are coded to Fund 10. Those are “504” or “ADA” costs, not special education costs.

· A district may offer optional summer school classes targeted toward students with disabilities, but the costs of those classes are still coded to Fund 10. (There is no such thing as “special education summer school.”) A class specifically for providing ESY and restricted to only the district’s students whose IEPs specify taking it may be provided during the summer—it would not be considered summer school and its full cost is coded to Fund 27.

If you have questions about summer school and students with disabilities, contact Carey Bradley at carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-3752, or Daniel Bush at daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9212.

2015 FEDERAL CHARTER SCHOOLS PROGRAM GRANTS COMPETITION FOR REPLICATION AND EXPANSION OF HIGH-QUALITY CHARTER SCHOOLS:  The U.S. Department of Education’s Charter Schools Program (CSP) has just announced the 2015 CSP Grants Competition for Replication and Expansion of High-Quality Charter Schools.  This program is designed to assist non-profit charter management organizations, and other entities that are not for-profit entities, in replicating or expanding high-quality charter schools with demonstrated records of success.  Applicants must have experience operating more than one high-quality charter school.  Descriptions of the previous grantees from 2010, 2011, 2012, and 2014 can be found on the U.S. Department of Education’s website (http://www2.ed.gov/programs/charter-rehqcs/awards.html) 

In 2015, the U.S. Department of Education plans to use up to $40,000,000 for this competition, and estimates making between 19 and 25 awards (the Department is not bound by any estimates).

Applications are due by July 15, 2015, at 4:30:00 p.m. (Washington DC time), and must be submitted through Grants.gov.  Applicants must register at Grants.gov prior to submitting an application.  The registration process can take up to several weeks if all steps are not completed accurately or in a timely manner.
A pre-application meeting will be held via webinar on June 16, 2015 from 2:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. (Washington, DC time).  For those interested in participating in the webinar, please pre-register by emailing their name, organization, and contact information with the subject heading “PRE-APPLICATION MEETING” to CharterSchools@ed.gov. More information is available on the CSP website (http://www2.ed.gov/programs/charter-rehqcs/applicant.html )
To read the Notice, please click on the following link: FY15 84.282M Notice Inviting Applications (https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2015/06/12/2015-14386/application-for-new-awards-charter-schools-program-csp-grants-for-replication-and-expansion-of )
UPCOMING EVENTS: 

[June 22:  Revisions to 2014-15 PI-1504 Budget Report and the PI-1563 Pupil Count Reports]
[June 26:  Public Hearing on PI-17 Rule – Summer and Interim Sessions]

[June 26:  PI-1547 Pupil Transportation Report Closing Date]

[June 30:  2014-15 Group and Foster Home Report (PI-1589)]

[June 30:  School Board Creation of Long Term Capital Improvement Trust Fund (Fund 46)]

[July 30:  2014-15 physical cash contribution to Fund 73 Employee Benefit Trust]

[July 30:  2014-15 physical cash contribution to Fund 46 – Long Term Capital Improvements]
UPCOMING WASBO [wasbo.com] and WASDA [wasda.org] WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES:
SCHOOL FINANCE CONTACTS:

[Gene Fornecker, Auditor: 608-267-7882 


eugene.fornecker@dpi.wi.gov]

[Brian Kahl, Auditor: 608-266-3862 



brian.kahl@dpi.wi.gov]

[Derek Sliter, Auditor: 608-267-9218



derek.sliter@dpi.wi.gov
]

[Victoria Chung, Accountant: 608-267-9205


victoria.chung@dpi.wi.gov]

[Bruce Anderson, Consultant: 608-267-9707 


bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov]

[Carey Bradley, Consultant: 608-267-3752


carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov]

[Dan Bush, Consultant: 608-267-9212  



daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov]

[Karen Kucharz Robbe, Consultant: 608-266-3464

karen.kucharz@dpi.wi.gov]

[Debi Towns, Assistant Director: 608-267-9209


debra.towns@dpi.wi.gov]

[Bob Soldner, Director: 608-266-6968   



robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov]

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE TO THIS LISTSERV: 

To subscribe to this bulletin go to this link: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservsubscribe
To unsubscribe: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservunsubscribe
PREVIOUS LISTSERV MESSAGE #598, June 8, 2015 

June 15 General Aid Payment Adjustment:  Districts can view their June 15, 2015 aid payment information by going to the School Financial Services Team webpage (http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov) , select the link “Aid Payment Information” on the left-hand scan bar and then select “2014-15 Aid Payment Adjustments Reconciliations” (last bullet point on the page).  Or, you can link directly http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_steqaidexp/
.   The final step is to select the “June 15 Calculation of Remaining Aid Payments” or the spreadsheet at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sfs/xls/June2015paymentletter.xls.  Use the drop down menu to select your school district.  The worksheet explains your district’s June and July equalization aid payments and any adjustments due as a result of the public school open enrollment and tuition waiver programs, revenue limit penalties, if any, and for some districts, the Challenge Academy program. It is also designed to assist your bookkeeper in the proper transaction coding of these payments. 
Questions about this payment information can be directed to Victoria Chung at victoria.chung@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9205.

OTHER STATE AID PAYMENT INFORMATION:  The following Aid Payment(s) due to school districts on June 15, 2015 are: State Equalization Aid and Special Adjustment Aid; Supplemental Special Education Aid; Aid for Transporting Pupils Over Ice; General Transportation Aid; High Cost Transportation; Special Transfer Aid; CCDEB Aid; High Cost Special Education and School Age Parents Aid; SAGE State Aid for Debt Service. 
Questions about your aid payment(s) can be directed to Victoria Chung at victoria.chung@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9205.
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