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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #605, August 14, 2015
2015-16 SPARSITY CATEGORICAL AID INFORMATION:  This categorical aid program was enacted into law as part of 2007 Wisconsin Act 20, the state’s 2007-09 biennial budget. The statutory reference for this aid program is s. 115.436, Wis. Stats. 
Changes to the Sparsity Aid program included in the 2015-17 biennial budget bill set this aid at $17,674,000 for both FY 16 and FY 17.  Small, rural school districts will receive a payment of $300 per student in the 2015-16 school year. 
The department is directed to pay sparsity aid to school districts that meet the following criteria:
1. School district membership is no more than 725 members.
2. District membership is less than 10 members per square mile of the district’s geographic area.
Information on the program can be found at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_sparsity  

A map of the districts receiving aid can be found at http://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/eis/pdf/15-16%20sparsity%20FINAL.pdf
A summary worksheet for those districts eligible for sparsity aid is available at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/files/sfs/xls/FY16%20Sparsity%20Aid_publish.xlsx Districts will receive the 2015-16 aid payment on September 21, 2015, the 3rd Monday in September. Districts code the revenue to source 694. 
TRANSFER OF SERVICE ELIGIBILITY  (PI 5000):   The student that transferred into the district must come from another governmental unit that had responsibility for their education. 

Question #3 in Part A and Questions #1 and #2 in Part B of the PI 5000 provide an accountability check for Transfer of Service (TOS) requests from within Wisconsin.  The accountability check for the TOS requests for students from outside of Wisconsin will include reviewing a random sample of 10% of these requests by the School Financial Services team.  This process will be done in two rounds.  The first sample will include applications submitted by August 13th.  The second sample will include applications received after August 13th.
A district that has application(s) selected in the sample will be notified by the SFS team and required to provide documentation that the incoming student transferred from another governmental unit that had responsibility for their education. A district that is selected will have 10 working days from the original request to respond.  If you have any questions regarding this process contact Bruce Anderson, Consultant, bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov, or by telephone at: (608) 267-9707.
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY – SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION CONSULTANT – OPEN ENROLLMENT:  DPI is conducting an open recruitment for a School Administration Consultant for the Open Enrollment program.  If you are interested in applying, please see http://wisc.jobs/public/job_view.asp?annoid=83960&jobid=83474&org=255&class=59490&index=true
Application materials will be accepted on or before August 24, 2015.
UPCOMING EVENTS: 

[August 21:  PI-1505 Census Report for 2014-15 Due]

[August 28:  Aid Certification (PI-1505-AC) Due]

[September 11:  Auditor Aid Certification (PI-1506-AC) Due]

[September 11:  Audited Fund Balances (PI-1506-FB) Due]
[September 18:  Annual Report (PI-1505) Due]
[September 18:  Special Education Annual Report (PI-1505-SE) Due]
[September 18: Third Friday Pupil Count day – Report Due on October 7 (PI-1563)]
[October 1: Summer 2015 Pupil Transportation (PI-1547 SS) Report for 2015-2016 Due]
[October 1: Summer School minutes & fee data (PI-1804-1805) Report Due]
[October 2: 2015-16 State Tuition Claim Due] 
UPCOMING WASBO [wasbo.com] and WASDA [wasda.org] WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES:

[August 5-6: First Year Superintendents Workshop I, Stevens Point, Holiday Inn]
[August 12-13: New School Administrators & Support Staff Conference, Stevens Point, 
https://www.wasbo.com/WASBO/Event_Display.aspx?EventKey=20150812]

[September 16: First Year Superintendents Academy Workshop II, Madison, Concourse Hotel]
[October 8-9:  WASBO Fall Conference, Elkhart Lake]
[November 10: First Year Superintendents Academy Workshop III, Madison, WASDA School Leadership Center]  
[December 3: WASBO Winter at a Glance,  Marriott West, Madison]
SCHOOL FINANCE CONTACTS:

[Gene Fornecker, Auditor: 608-267-7882 


eugene.fornecker@dpi.wi.gov]

[Brian Kahl, Auditor: 608-266-3862 



brian.kahl@dpi.wi.gov]

[Derek Sliter, Auditor: 608-267-9218



derek.sliter@dpi.wi.gov
]

[Victoria Chung, Accountant: 608-267-9205


victoria.chung@dpi.wi.gov]

[Bruce Anderson, Consultant: 608-267-9707 


bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov]

[Carey Bradley, Consultant: 608-267-3752


carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov]

[Dan Bush, Consultant: 608-267-9212  



daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov]

[Karen Kucharz Robbe, Consultant: 608-266-3464

karen.kucharz@dpi.wi.gov]

[Debi Towns, Assistant Director: 608-267-9209


debra.towns@dpi.wi.gov]


[Bob Soldner, Director: 608-266-6968   



robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov]

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE TO THIS LISTSERV: 

To subscribe to this bulletin go to this link: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservsubscribe
To unsubscribe: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservunsubscribe
PREVIOUS LISTSERV MESSAGE #604, August 7, 2015
AS OF AUGUST 1st, MANY SCHOOL DISTRICTS will have experienced staffing changes, and it is a good time to review the 1500 School Contacts Report.  The “PI 1500 School Contacts Report” provides school districts with a tool that allows local decision making as to who is responsible for completing the different SFS Team school finance reports. It is important for someone to review the list of individuals who are deemed “Active” within the PI 1500 and edit as necessary.  An individual no longer with the district should be deactivated and the information on the “Profile” tab for the others should be checked for possible updates.  Please contact Bruce.Anderson@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9790, if you need assistance.  

2R CHARTER SCHOOLS ELIGIBLE FOR PUPIL TRANSPORTATION AID IN JANURY OF 2016.  The School Financial Services (SFS) team is pleased to invite each 2R Charter School that provided free pupil transportation in the 2014-2015 school year to submit their ridership data to claim Pupil Transportation Aid during the 2015-2016 school year. This opportunity was generated by 2015 Wisconsin Act 55, which was enacted on July 12, 2015.  Additional information is available at “Pupil Transportation Aid – Information” http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_pupiltran1#2RCharter webpage. 

PI 1547 Pupil Transportation Report has been updated.  In 2015 Wisconsin Act 55 the “Aid per Pupil” rate for the “Over 12 miles” category has been increased from $275 to $300 for pupils who qualified in the “Over 90 days” group.  The pupils who qualified in the “1-90 days” group will have an increased rate from $137.50 to $150.  These new rates apply to Pupil Transportation Aid payment in January of 2016.  To assist your district in determining the Pupil Transportation Aid payment, please return to the PI 1547 for 2014-2015 between August 7th and August 28th, when the portal is open and resubmit the report.  This means that a new certification page will need to be printed and signed for your local records. 

REMINDER - TRANSFER OF SERVICE (TOS):  Access to the online TOS application process has been open since the February 23rd.  Part A requests will end on August 28, 2015.  Part B and Part C will be closed in early September.  Eligibility Requirements for TOS include adding the responsibility for providing a service that is transferred to the district from another governmental unit for a student with a disability or a student with limited English proficiency. Starting near the middle of August, 2015, the School Financial Services team will complete a random sampling of individual requests indicating that the incoming student transferred from outside of the State of Wisconsin.  If your district is selected in this sample, an email will be sent to the district with specific instructions to complete a response within a limited timeframe.  At that time you can contact Bruce W. Anderson at  Bruce.Anderson@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9790, if you need assistance. 

UPDATED INFORMATION ON TUITION AGREEMENTS:

The 2015-17 biennial budget included changes to state law regarding voluntary tuition agreements by school districts. We have analyzed these changes and updated our information at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_tuition. In short, the changes impose different requirements on different types of tuition agreements, which means it is now important to specify which type of agreement is being made. (Please note that these changes do not apply to Open Enrollment or other programs like Parental Choice and Charter Schools, which have their own separate requirements.)

The two basic types of tuition agreements for Wisconsin school districts are:

· Agreements for individual students (s. 121.78 (1) (a)) – Effective for one school year; must include a specific amount of tuition to be paid and an estimate of the maximum state aid to be transited back to the resident district in the following year.

· Agreements for cooperative programs (s. 66.0301) – Effective for the term of the contract; must describe program costs and how they will be shared among program participants.

There are two additional, less common types of agreements:

· Agreements to place students with disabilities in non-Wisconsin or non-public schools (IDEA/ch. 115 sub. V) – Must fall under an IEP.

· Agreements to enroll individual students in out-of-state public schools (s. 121.78 (1) (b)).

Our specific guidance document on tuition charged by Wisconsin LEAs for students with disabilities, “Special Education Tuition,” has been updated and is available at: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_tuition.

Under the enacted budget bill, these changes take immediate effect for the 2015-16 school year. If you have questions about these changes to tuition agreements, contact Daniel Bush at daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9212.

FOR INFORMATION ONLY -  Fund 80 Survey:

Starting with the 2015-2016 school year, school districts will not be required to submit Community Programs and Services (Fund 80) survey information to the Department of Public Instruction, as was required under 2013 Act 20.  Districts are encouraged to post how Fund 80 is used in their respective district on their district's website available for public review.
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