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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #623, December 4, 2015
AIDS REGISTER UPDATE:  As of October 1, 2015, the State of Wisconsin has implemented a new accounting system.  DPI is now using STAR (PeopleSoft application) to process all aid payments. Aid Payments will now be posted on the Aids Register on the payment date.  In the past, the payments appeared on the Aids Register when the SFS Team submitted the requests for payment.  You will no longer be able to view the payments prior to the payment date.  Directions and a link to the Aids Register is available at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/aid_info. It is recommended that you use Google Chrome to view the new STAR Aids Register. 

For General Equalization Aid and Special Adjustment Aid payments, please go to http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_pay_aid_info  and click on Aid Payment Schedule by District, you will be able to view the aid payments that are scheduled to be paid to your school district.  December 7th is the next payment date for general school aids.
Please contact Victoria Chung at victoria.chung@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9205 with questions.

SFS TEAM WEBSITE MIGRATION ON DECEMBER 9, 2015:  The School Financial Services website currently located at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov will be migrated to a new web address (URL) during the morning of December 9, 2015. This migration is part of an ongoing Department of Public Instruction website upgrade and requires the relocation of all SFS web pages.

After the migration is completed, all SFS content will be found at a new location beginning at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs. Because every page needs to be migrated, all past page URLs will change. This means that all bookmarks created before December 9 will no longer work (although they will redirect users to the new SFS home page at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs). Please plan to update/delete any bookmarks you may already have.

In addition to the changed URLs, an entirely-new menu system will be implemented to help site users find content quickly and easily. Every SFS page has also been edited to be more easily browsed and understood.

The migration is scheduled to begin early Wednesday morning and be completed by noon. During the migration, the SFS website will experience slowness and even temporary outages, so avoid browsing the site while we upgrade.

Please contact the SFS Team webmaster Scott Huelsman at 608-266-2787 with any questions. 

2016-17 PRE-POPULATED REVENUE LIMIT BASE DATA: The preliminary 2016-17 Revenue Limit pre-populated worksheets are now available on the School Financial Services website under “District Budget Development and Planning” or directly at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_revlimworksheet.  At this time, the worksheet contains ONLY the base computation (Line 1), membership numbers for 2013, 2014, 2015 (Lines 2 & 6), and Recurring Referenda (Line 8A) and Non-Recurring Referenda (Line 10A). All data is at it appears on district reports submitted in SAFR as of December 1, 2015. No other fields contain data. 

Be advised that the 2016-17 numbers are preliminary and based on the district's 2015-16 computation. Note that membership numbers for Summer & Fall, 2015 will be audited in Spring, 2016, and any resulting changes to the 2015 membership data may affect your FINAL 2015-16 Revenue Limit status, which may in turn, change your 2016-17 base computation. 

Please contact a School Finance Consultant if you have questions or your records do not match what you see here.

HIGH COST SPECIAL EDUC CLAIMS OPEN THRU 1/4/16: Due to the resolution of access problems with the High Cost Special Education Aid claim software, and the volume of questions related to this year’s program changes, we will continue to accept claims from LEAs after the November 30 due date. The claim software will remain open through Monday, January 4, 2016. 
Please contact Daniel Bush at daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9212 with any questions.

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
[December 9:  SFS Team Website Migration]
[January 4, 2016:  High Cost Special Education Aid Claims Due]

UPCOMING WASBO [https://www.wasbo.com] and WASDA [http://www.wasda.org] WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES:

[January 20–22, 2016: 2016 Joint State Education Convention, Milwaukee]

SCHOOL FINANCE CONTACTS:

[Gene Fornecker, Auditor: 608-267-7882 


eugene.fornecker@dpi.wi.gov]

[Brian Kahl, Auditor: 608-266-3862 



brian.kahl@dpi.wi.gov]

[Derek Sliter, Auditor: 608-267-9218



derek.sliter@dpi.wi.gov
]

[Victoria Chung, Accountant: 608-267-9205


victoria.chung@dpi.wi.gov]

[Bruce Anderson, Consultant: 608-267-9707 


bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov]

[Carey Bradley, Consultant: 608-267-3752


carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov]

[Dan Bush, Consultant: 608-267-9212  



daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov]

[Karen Kucharz Robbe, Consultant: 608-266-3464

karen.kucharz@dpi.wi.gov]

[Debi Towns, Assistant Director: 608-267-9209


debra.towns@dpi.wi.gov]


[Bob Soldner, Director: 608-266-6968   



robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov]
SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE TO THIS LISTSERV: 

To subscribe to this bulletin go to this link: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservsubscribe
To unsubscribe: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservunsubscribe
PREVIOUS LISTSERV BULLETIN #622, November 24, 2015
2016-17 EXECUTABLE REVENUE LIMIT WORKSHEET:  The 2016-17 executable work sheet is now available on the SFS website at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_revlimworksheet Specific items of note:

1.  Line 4A, Allowed Per-Member Change.  There is no per-member increase for 2016-17. Last year, we discovered a few districts hand-entered an amount in this field. THIS AMOUNT MUST REMAIN AT $0 OR YOU RISK OVERLEVYING! 

Do not confuse the revenue limit per-member Line 4A Allowed Per-Member Change (which must be $0) with the revenue limit-related categorical Per-Pupil Aid. The computation of Per-Pupil Aid uses information from the district's Revenue Limit Computation, but is paid OUTSIDE of the Revenue Limit. For 2016-17, Per-Pupil Aid is computed as $250 multiplied by Line 6 (Current 3-Year Average) of the 2016-17 Revenue Limit computation. This revenue should be coded to Source 619.
2.  Line 4B, Low Revenue Increase. This amount remains at $9,100 for 2015-16.

Please contact a finance consultant if you have questions.

WEBSITE MIGRATION:  The DPI is currently going through a website migration.  The School Finance Team website is scheduled to migrate in December.  The current url address of http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov will be changed to http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs
The SFS homepage will have a ‘new user-friendly look’ for easier navigation.  Any current bookmarks you have set up in your computer will need to be updated.  We anticipate there will be a short overlap period where your existing bookmarks will be redirected to the new address, but eventually you will need to update them. 

Watch for additional information in future List Servs.
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