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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #635, March 11, 2016
JANUARY 2016 PART-TIME HOME-SCHOOL, NON-RESIDENT STUDENTS – REMINDER:  Please remember to submit to DPI any part-time, non-resident student enrollment you may have had for the 2nd Friday in January, 2016. These non-resident pupil numbers are NOT collected in the SAFR PI-1563 Membership Report in the SAFR portal. Please read carefully: these are non-resident, part-time homeschooled students attending your district. There are not many statewide, but if you educate any of these types of students, you’ll want to be sure to report them for membership.
As background statutory information, effective in 2013-14, a school district is eligible to count for General Aid (but not Revenue Limit) purposes a non-resident, home-school pupil (but not a non-resident private-, parochial- or tribal-school pupil) taking courses in the district under §118.53 in an amount equal to 0.25 FTE per course, up to two courses per semester (i.e., district could count a maximum of 0.50 FTE per non-resident, home-school student each semester). 

Data is reported on a separate Excel spreadsheet found at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/children/enrollment/membership-info-reporting entitled “January, 2016 Workbook for Reporting Non-Resident Part-Time Home-Schooled Pupils” at the bottom of the “Guidelines for Counting” instruction box.  Also, directly at http://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sfs/xls/Non-Resident%20PT%20Workbook%20January%202016.xlsx 
 
We are asking districts to review their January 2016 (AND September 2015) counts for these pupils and report attendance per the instructions to ensure districts earn membership FTE for eligible students. This is a paper submission, unlike all other membership reporting.

Contact Karen Kucharz Robbe at Karen.kucharz@dpi.wi.gov or at 608-266-3464 if you have questions.

PI 1563 (YCA) CHALLENGE ACADEMY –JANUARY REPORT - DUE MARCH 18th: There are 58 districts that have yet to submit the PI-1563YCA Challenge Academy-January report. It is to be completed by each district that had students attending in either the Fall 2015 or current Spring 2016 semesters. Please check your Status and Due Dates to see if you are required to submit the report.

To access the PI-1563 YCA report, log into your district’s SAFR portal at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/reporting/safr/overview and go to either the “Status and Due Dates” or the “Non-Financial Data Home.” For each semester and for each resident listed, please answer the questions for the student names presented. Sometimes, these students will be in your seats on the count dates AND also attend the Challenge Academy. To ensure the students are not double-counted, we ask for additional information regarding each student’s enrollment dates in your school. 

Please contact Carey Bradley at carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov  or 608-267-3752 with questions regarding the submission of this report. 
SCHOOL FINANCE AUDITOR OPPORTUNITY:  MARCH 21ST:  Working at DPI located in Downtown Madison has many benefits.  DPI is located in downtown Madison, near the state capitol, Monona Terrace, the Madison Metro route and the Capital City bike path.  In addition to offering great benefits and a flexible work schedule the location also allows for a multitude of restaurant selections in lunch options, and on Wednesdays during the summer months: Mid-Week Farmer’s Markets and Concerts on the Square.  
The School Financial Services (SFS) Team is seeking qualified school finance auditors interested in working with the SFS Team. The SFS Team is comprised of 14 dedicated professionals committed to: (a) collecting reliable and timely data to distribute state aids; (b) administering revenue limits; and (c) reporting district expenditures and revenues as required under state and federal laws.  In addition, we have a great collective sense of humor and enjoy helping districts and auditors meet the many state and federal requirements.

The Department of Public Instruction is a great place to work! We offer flexible work schedules and have the option to offer qualified candidates less than a full time appointment with full state benefits.  If you are interested in developing, implementing, and determining adherence to accounting and auditing requirements please review the following job announcement: http://wisc.jobs/public/job_view.asp?annoid=86706&jobid=86220&org=255&class=00600&index=true.

The position will be open until March 21, 2016.  If you have questions about the job duties and the SFS Team, please contact Bob Soldner at 608-266-6968 or robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov.
UPCOMING EVENTS: 

[May 2, 2016:  2015-16 Student Membership Audits Due]

UPCOMING WASBO [https://www.wasbo.com] and WASDA [http://www.wasda.org] WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES:
[March 16-17: WASBO Accounting Conference, Madison Marriott West, Middleton] 
[May 24-27: WASBO Spring Conference, Kalahari, Wisconsin Dells]

SCHOOL FINANCE CONTACTS:

[Gene Fornecker, Auditor: 608-267-7882 


eugene.fornecker@dpi.wi.gov]

[Brian Kahl, Auditor: 608-266-3862 



brian.kahl@dpi.wi.gov]

[Vacant, Auditor: 608-267-9218







]

[Victoria Chung, Accountant: 608-267-9205


victoria.chung@dpi.wi.gov]

[Bruce Anderson, Consultant: 608-267-9707 


bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov]

[Carey Bradley, Consultant: 608-267-3752


carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov]

[Dan Bush, Consultant: 608-267-9212  



daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov]

[Karen Kucharz Robbe, Consultant: 608-266-3464

karen.kucharz@dpi.wi.gov]

[Debi Towns, Assistant Director: 608-267-9209


debra.towns@dpi.wi.gov]


[Bob Soldner, Director: 608-266-6968   



robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov]
SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE TO THIS LISTSERV: 

To subscribe to this bulletin go to this link: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/communications/listserves/subscribe 

To unsubscribe: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/communications/listserves/unsubscribe 

PREVIOUS LISTSERV BULLETIN #634, March 4, 2016
QUALIFIED ZONE ACADEMY BOND (QZAB) ALLOCATION: Wisconsin has been allocated $5,879,000 of QZAB issuance authority for calendar year 2015 and $5,879,000 of QZAB issuance authority for calendar year 2016. The department has established the following timeline for awarding this authorization: 

· QZAB allocation announced: March 3, 2016

· Applications due: May 6, 2016
· Review of applications in May
· Announcement of awards: June 3, 2016

School districts may issue zero or low interest bonds to rehabilitate school facilities and obtain equipment through the federal Qualified Zone Academy Bond (QZAB) program for those school buildings with at least 35% of the student population eligible for free and reduced lunch. Applications are due May 6, 2016. Awards will be announced on or before June 3, 2016. 

For additional information on QZAB refer to http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/finances/debt/qzab.  The SFS Team has created a new form to assist in applying for QZAB funds at: http://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/forms/doc/f1148.doc. 

If you have questions, please contact Brian Kahl at brian.kahl@dpi.wi.gov or (608) 266-3862.

SCHOOL FINANCE AUDITOR OPPORTUNITY:  The School Financial Services (SFS) Team is seeking qualified school finance auditors interested in working with the SFS Team. The SFS Team is comprised of 14 dedicated professionals committed to: (a) collecting reliable and timely data to distribute state aids; (b) administering revenue limits; and (c) reporting district expenditures and revenues as required under state and federal laws.  In addition, we have a great collective sense of humor and enjoy helping districts and auditors meet the many state and federal requirements.

The Department of Public Instruction is a great place to work! We offer flexible work schedules and have the option to offer qualified candidates less than a full time appointment with full state benefits.  If you are interested in developing, implementing, and determining adherence to accounting and auditing requirements please review the following job announcement: http://wisc.jobs/public/job_view.asp?annoid=86706&jobid=86220&org=255&class=00600&index=true.

The position will be open until March 21, 2016.  If you have questions about the job duties and the SFS Team, please contact Bob Soldner at 608-266-6968 or robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov.
SFS TEAM MEMBER CHANGES:  Derek Sliter is no longer a member of the SFS Team.

If you have questions related to OPEB, please contact Gene Fornecker at 608-267-7882 or eugene.fornecker@dpi.wi.gov.  If you have been working with Derek on other issues, please contact Brian Kahl at 608-266-3862 or brian.kahl@dpi.wi.gov.
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