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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #645, May 20, 2016

SPRING SCHOOL DISTRICT CERTIFICATION OF 2015 VALUES – SCHOOL AID: The spring certification of school district property values can now be found on the School Finance Team’s website under “Accounting, Auditing & Financial Management”, then “Property Value” on the left hand scan bar or directly at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/finances/property-valuation under “2016-2017 School Fiscal Year”
Twice a year, the Wisconsin Department of Revenue (DOR) certifies equalized values to DPI for distribution to school districts. Property values, determined as of January 1, 2015, were first seen in the October 1, 2015 value certification as “tax apportionment” values. School districts used the tax apportionment values last fall in the revenue limit computation and to apportion the school levy. 

Now in May (spring), DOR provides a final certification of those same January 1, 2015 values, some of which may have been changed since the October certification as a result of Board of Assessor adjustments. This May (spring) certification of January 1, 2015 values is referred to as the “school aid” certification and will be used in the 2016-17 Equalization Aid computation. Districts should use the value in the last column entitled, “TID OUT COMBINED VALUE with BOA Changes” for Equalization Aid projections.

Please be advised that values appearing in this certification have not yet been altered by reorganization orders effective July 1, 2016.  The SFS Team will notify affected districts after the team receives and processes value changes related to reorganization orders. Reorg-adjusted, May (spring) values will be used in the October 15, 2016 certification of 2016-17 General Aid.  

Contact Karen Kucharz at karen.kucharz@dpi.wi.gov or 608-266-3464 with questions.

STATE TUITION PAYMENTS FINALIZED: Payments of tuition from the state for students residing in certain eligible facilities have been finalized. Districts that submitted 2015-16 claims for students served in 2014-15 will receive payment on June 6. Amounts by district are available at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/aid/categorical/state-tuition. 
Contact Daniel Bush at daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9212 with questions.

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
[May 25: 2016 WICPA School District Audit Conference in Madison.  Register at http://lists.dpi.wi.gov/t/260271/223489/5272/3/]
[May 26: Repeat of the 2016 WICPA School District Audit Conference with location change to Stevens Point.  Register at http://lists.dpi.wi.gov/t/260271/223489/5272/3/]

UPCOMING WASBO [https://www.wasbo.com] and WASDA [http://www.wasda.org] WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES:
[May 24-27: WASBO Spring Conference, Kalahari, Wisconsin Dells]

SCHOOL FINANCE CONTACTS:

[Gene Fornecker, Auditor: 608-267-7882 


eugene.fornecker@dpi.wi.gov]

[Brian Kahl, Auditor: 608-266-3862 



brian.kahl@dpi.wi.gov]

[Vacant, Auditor: 608-267-9218







]

[Victoria Chung, Accountant: 608-267-9205


victoria.chung@dpi.wi.gov]

[Bruce Anderson, Consultant: 608-267-9707 


bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov]

[Carey Bradley, Consultant: 608-267-3752


carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov]

[Dan Bush, Consultant: 608-267-9212  



daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov]

[Karen Kucharz Robbe, Consultant: 608-266-3464

karen.kucharz@dpi.wi.gov]

[Debi Towns, Assistant Director: 608-267-9209


debra.towns@dpi.wi.gov]


[Bob Soldner, Director: 608-266-6968   



robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov]
SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE TO THIS LISTSERV: 

To subscribe to this bulletin go to this link: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/communications/listserves/subscribe 

To unsubscribe: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/communications/listserves/unsubscribe 

PREVIOUS LISTSERV BULLETIN #644, May 13, 2016
HIGH COST TRANSPORTATION AID – JUNE 20, 2016 PAYMENT:  This categorical aid program provides additional funding to school districts in Wisconsin that have higher per pupil transportation costs when compared to the statewide average per pupil transportation cost. Each district with a per pupil transportation cost exceeding one hundred and fifty percent (150%) of the statewide average per pupil transportation cost and when its previous year’s membership divided by the school district’s area in square miles, is 50 students or less (this sparsity factor is new for 2015-16, sec. 121.59(1)(a), Wis. Stats.) will receive a share of this categorical aid.  
The 2015-17 biennial budget (2015 Act 55) increased the appropriation from $5,000,000 to $7,500,000. The 2015-16 High Cost Transportation Aid is based on audited information from the previous fiscal year (2014-15).  

To access the “High Cost Pupil Transportation Aid Program - Updated April 2016” information page use this link: http://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sfs/pdf/High_Cost_Transportation_Aid_for_Website_04_29_2016.pdf.  On page 2 of the document is a link to the spreadsheet with the qualifying school districts in alpha order.

For questions about this information, contact Bruce Anderson at bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9707 or dpifin@dpi.wi.gov (608) 267-9114.
2015-16 STATE AUDIT UPDATES:  The SFS Team has updated DPI’s State Single Audit guides, including the Appendix and the Audit Manual.  
DPI Single Audit Appendix and DPI Audit Manual -   DPI has 2016 revisions to the State Single Audit Guidelines.  You can access the updated information at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/finances/auditors/audit-manual.  The documents have a date following the link which indicates the month and year of the revisions. 
Please note auditors should submit information to the DPI Audit Reports Mailbox at dpiauditreports@dpi.wi.gov.  
OPEN ENROLLMENT CHANGES FOR PUPILS WITH DISABILITIES – EFFECTIVE 2016-17:  Beginning in 2016-17, there is change in the transfer amount (and WUFAR coding) for students with disabilities that are open enrolled to your district. When developing the district’s 2016-2017 proposed budget, the open enrolment transfer amount for pupils with special education will be $12,000 per student.  

The open enrollment transfer amount is a Fund 10 expenditure or revenue (10 E 435000/10 R 345). Aid transfers will be made by the department and included in the June aid payment reconciliation, just as with “regular” open enrollment under current law. 
The Department has created a Questions and Answers document titled, “QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ABOUT 2015 ACT 55 (2015-17 BUDGET) OPEN ENROLLMENT CHANGES FOR PUPILS WITH DISABILITIES (Updated January 2016)”:  http://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/open-enrollment/pdf/qa-16-17-oe-changes.pdf.  WUFAR coding is addressed under Question #19 on page 6.
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