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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #650, July 1, 2016
2016-17 JULY 1 GENERAL AID ESTIMATE: Each July 1, the department is required, per Wis. Stat. sec. 121.15(4)(b), to provide districts with an estimate of the upcoming year’s General Aid. General Aid includes Equalization, Special Adjustment and Special Transfer (Chapter 220) Aid.  2016-17 provides $108.1 million more in state general aids and this means 61 percent of school districts (260 of 424) will see an increase in state aid for the 2016-17 school year.  Additional information is available on the Department of Public Instruction newsroom website http://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/news-release/dpinr2016_73.pdf. (Text at http://dpi.wi.gov/news/releases/2016/july-1-general-aid-estimate-released.) 

Data was taken from the following sources: 

1. Audited 2015-16 district membership on file at the department as of June 17, 2016. (Note that Foster Group Home Membership adjustments are not included in this estimate. The PI-1589 Group and Foster Home FTE Log is due on July 1, 2016, and results will be incorporated into the October 15 Certification of 2016-17 General Aid.) The online detail membership report is found on each district’s home page within the School Financial Services (SFS) Reporting Portal on the team’s home web page located at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/reporting/safr/overview.   
2. 2015 School Aid Values certified to districts in May, 2016 (TIF-Out + Computer Value). Reorganization adjustments that become effective July 1, 2016 are not included, but will be included on the October 15 certification of aid eligibility worksheet. District values are located at  
1. SFS Home (http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs)
2. » Accounting, Auditing & Financial Management
3. » Property Value
4. Go to the Section “Fiscal School Years” and then to the “2016-2017 School Fiscal Year” 

Or, directly at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/finances/property-valuation 

3. 2015-16 Budget Report (PI-1504) Shared Cost as of June 17, 2016. The online Budget Report can be found under “Financial Data Home” on each district’s home page within the SFS Reporting Portal on the team’s home web page located at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/reporting/safr/overview.
4. General School Aids appropriation funding of $4,584,098,000 per 2015 Act 55.  

NOTE:  This aid calculation is an estimate based upon the best information available as of July 1, 2016. On October 15, 2016, the department will certify General Aid for 2016-17 using district 2015-16 PI-1505-AC (Aid Certification) data, as verified by school district auditors on the PI-1506-AC. The October 15 General Aid Certification must be used in district 2016-17 revenue limit calculations which determine 2016-2017 tax levies certified in Fall, 2016. 

The 2016-17 July 1 General Aid estimate worksheets are available on the team’s website at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/aid/general/summary.   Use the pull down menu on the Excel worksheet to access your district’s aid estimate. Note that this aid estimate incorporates the 2015-16 October-to-Final adjustments.

Additional information about the 2016-17 formula, including the July 1 estimate cost ceilings and guarantee values, is available at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/aid/general/equalization/worksheets-general-aid.    
Districts may wish to view an analysis of their General Aid eligibility over time. This analysis is an Excel spreadsheet: http://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sfs/xls/longitudinal_eq_0607_1617jul.xlsx. Use the pull down menu on the Excel worksheet to access your district’s information.   You can also access it at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/statistical/longitudinal-data/longitudinal-data under the “Longitudinal Excel Spreadsheet” Section.
PI-1547 2015-16 TRANSPORTATION REPORT WAS DUE ON JUNE 24th:  Several districts have not yet submitted their data.  The report collects ridership data for the ‘Regular School’ and/or ‘Vocational Programs’.  The Portal opened on May 23 and will NOW close on July 5, 2016.  Each school district that provides free pupil transportation to their students from their residence to the school of attendance is encouraged to submit the ridership data for the 2015-2016 school year. 
We are asking each district to review the “Status & Due Dates” within the reporting portal to confirm the PI-1547 was submitted correctly.  The SFS Reporting Portal is located at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/reporting/safr/overview.
Please be advised the PI-1547SS for 2016 Summer School is scheduled to open on Monday, July 11, 2016.  This could be delayed if school district have not completed the PI-1547 for 2015-2016.  

FUND 27 CODING AND WISEGRANTS CHANGES: We are planning to include Fund 27 coding changes related to the WISEgrants transition in the October WUFAR update. The Special Education team is still finalizing their updates to the IDEA budget software and we will begin work on an updated Fund 27 Matrix once that process is complete. The expectation under the new Federal Uniform Grant Guidance is that coding in your IDEA budget will be consistent with coding on your own books.

While completing your IDEA budgets, if you are unable to find the WUFAR combination for your budget item, please do not find the closest match within the budget software but report the missing combinations through this form:

https://docs.google.com/a/dpi.wi.gov/forms/d/1W56joKOc1M2lFijUO81wTDwPzLFjKqtTlyGfPzNkuAU/viewform?c=0&w=1 
All requests will be dealt with promptly.  Thank you for your assistance!
SUMMER SCHOOL 2016 (STARTS THE 2016-2017 SCHOOL YEAR) -- PI-1804 SUMMER SCHOOL COUNT:  The PI-1804 report opens July 12, 2016. Summer school student counts are reported to the DPI using the SFS Team’s Reporting Portal: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/reporting/safr/overview.

The PI-1804 report and detailed workbook are currently being updated to reflect state law and administrative rule changes.
If you have questions, please contact Carey Bradley at 608-267-3752 or carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov. 

DISTRICT STAFFING CHANGES – UPDATE PI 1500 CONTACTS: Beginning on July 1, many districts will experience staffing changes and it is a good time to review the PI 1500 School Contacts Report (https://apps4.dpi.wi.gov/SFS_PI-1500/).  This report provides school districts with a tool that allows local decision making as to who is responsible for completing the different SFS Team school finance reports. If a key staff member has been reassigned, retired or resigned from the school district, it is important for someone to review the list of individuals who are deemed “Active” within the PI 1500 and edit as necessary.  An individual no longer with the district should be deactivated and the information on the “Profile” tab for the others should be checked for possible updates. 

Please contact Bruce.Anderson@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9790, if you need assistance.  
FUND 46 YEAR END REMINDERS: 
If you plan to transfer funds to Fund 46 (Long Term Capital Improvement Trust Fund) in the current fiscal year (2015-16):

1. Board action to establish the trust fund must have been taken by June 30, 2016.  

2. All accounting transactions must be cash transactions. If the cash deposit to the Fund 46 account is posted by the financial institution after June 30th, but on or before July 30, 2016, the district may record the transaction as a June 30th accrual.  

3. Districts must provide certain documents to the Department in order to submit financial data used to calculate shared cost.  
For information about the Long Term Capital Improvement Trust Fund (Fund 46) see http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/finances/fund-info/capital-projects-funds.  

Please email required documents to carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov to arrange for PI 1504/5 reporting access to report Fund 46 accounts.

CONTRIBUTIONS TO FUND 73:  This is a reminder that the 2015-16 physical cash contribution to the Fund 73 Employee Benefit Trust must be made by July 30, 2016 in order to be counted as expenditure for 2015-16 (FY 16).  Any contributions after July 30, 2016 will be considered a cost for 2016-17 (FY 17).

Two OPEB reminders:

1.  If your district needed a new study for FY 16 and it is not completed by the time of the contribution, your district can use the old study for DPI purposes of the ARC, the calculation of the contribution and the implicit rate subsidy payback.  However, you will need to have that current study so your auditors can complete the financial statements.  

2.  The maximum contribution amount.  A district can accrue an amount up to the unfunded liability (UAAL + Normal Cost).  In the case where a district may not currently have any unfunded liability, the district may contribute an amount up to the ARC as long as the study is current.  The district may not exceed the ARC if the unfunded liability is less than the ARC.  

You can access OPEB and Fund 73 information by going to

1. SFS Home (http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs)

2. » Accounting, Auditing & Financial Management
3. » Funds
4. Then go to the section “Trust Funds” and select the “Employee Benefit Trust Fund” link. 

Directly at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/finances/fund-info/employee-benefit-trust-fund. 

If you have any questions regarding OPEB or Fund 73, please contact Kim Robinson-Richmond at kimberly.robinson-richmond@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9218.
SFS TEAM SCHOOL FINANCE AUDITOR:  Kim Robinson-Richmond joined the SFS Team as our newest School Finance Auditor on June 27, 2016. She will be assuming responsibility for OPEB and Fund 73 issues along with other duties.  We are excited to have Kim join the SFS Team.  

Please help us welcome her to the world of education and school finance! 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
[July 1:  PI-1505 Census Report for 2015-16 Open]

[July 5:  2015-16 Budget Report “Re-Open”]
[July 5:  PI-1547 Transportation Report Due Date Extension]
[July 11:  2015-16 Annual Reports (PI-1505 & PI 1505 AC) Open]
[July 11:  PI-1547SS for 2016 Summer School Transportation Open]   
[July 12:  PI-1804 Summer School 2016 Report Open]
[August 19:  PI-1505 Census Report for 2015-16 Due]
[August 31:  PI 1505 AC for 2015-16 Due]
[September 16:  PI-1505 for 2015-16 Due]

UPCOMING WASBO [https://www.wasbo.com] and WASDA [http://www.wasda.org] WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES:
[WASBO's Custodial & Maintenance Conferences at one of the following locations in July:  July 13 at DC Everest High School, Weston (https://www.wasbo.com/WASBO/Event_Display.aspx?EventKey=20160713DA); July 13 at Sparta High School, Sparta (https://www.wasbo.com/WASBO/Event_Display.aspx?EventKey=20160713SA) ; or July 27 at Menasha High School, Menasha (https://www.wasbo.com/WASBO/Event_Display.aspx?EventKey=20160727A) ]

SCHOOL FINANCE CONTACTS:

[Gene Fornecker, Auditor: 608-267-7882 

eugene.fornecker@dpi.wi.gov]

[Brian Kahl, Auditor: 608-266-3862 


brian.kahl@dpi.wi.gov]

[Kim Robinson-Richmond, Auditor: 608-267-9218
kimberly.robinson-richmond@dpi.wi.gov]

[Victoria Chung, Accountant: 608-267-9205

victoria.chung@dpi.wi.gov]

[Bruce Anderson, Consultant: 608-267-9707 

bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov]

[Carey Bradley, Consultant: 608-267-3752

carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov]

[Dan Bush, Consultant: 608-267-9212  


daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov]

[Karen Kucharz Robbe, Consultant: 608-266-3464
karen.kucharz@dpi.wi.gov]

[Debi Towns, Assistant Director: 608-267-9209

debra.towns@dpi.wi.gov]


[Bob Soldner, Director: 608-266-6968   


robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov]
SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE TO THIS LISTSERV: 

To subscribe to this bulletin go to this link: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/communications/listserves/subscribe 

To unsubscribe: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/communications/listserves/unsubscribe 

PREVIOUS LISTSERV BULLETIN #649, June 16, 2016

UPDATES REQUESTED FOR 2015-16 BUDGET REPORT REVISIONS AND STUDENT MEMBERSHIP CHANGES:  Districts are reminded to update 2015-16 budget data in the PI-1504 Budget Report, and to enter any necessary 2015-16 pupil count changes, by June 17, close of business day. At that time, the Budget Report and the PI-1563 Pupil Count Reports will be closed so that the School Financial Services Team staff can calculate the July 1st estimate of 2016-17 General Aid. Both the Budget and the Pupil Count Reports will be re-opened after the July 1st General Aid Estimate information is released.
ENERGY EFFICIENCY EXEMPTION TO THE REVENUE LIMIT: 

DPI collects revenue limit exemption for energy efficiency projects data in the SAFR referendum reporting portal.  The link for your district is under Financial Data Home Referendum (PI-1572) and Energy Efficiency Resolution Reporting. Please review your submission to make sure it is correct and complete. Districts and auditors will also report annually on energy efficiency projects when filing the 1505/6 AC. 
Resolution Amendments - To report an amendment to an existing resolution please open the resolution by clicking on the ID number.  Once open, please add the word AMENDED with the date and language of the amendment in both the description and actual wording text boxes as appropriate. Please enter the new information before the existing data.

Reporting Utility Savings- Districts are advised to report utility savings for projects financed with debt when savings are known.  Districts are encouraged to review their performance contract measurement and verification to determine when savings will be reported to DPI and applied to reduce the tax levy.  For some districts if may be the guarantee amount, for others it may be after a period of time. Report savings for the 2016 tax levy (FY2017) before the Board levies in the fall. 

Resolutions – Resolutions that include debt service payments must meet the requirements of PI 15. If you passed one resolution for multiple years of debt, confirm that you have used the most recent sample resolution. Additional information may be found at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/limits/exemptions/overview or contact carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov , 608 267-3752.

EDITING NAMES ON THE CERTIFICATION PAGE: 
Administrator information can be updated by the School Directory Application Administrator at your district using this website https://apps2.dpi.wi.gov/ldsutil/admin/lookup.

District School Board Clerk information can be updated by contacting WI Ass’n of School Boards (WASB) at 608-257-2622 or toll free at 877-705-4422.  A temporary update can be applied by emailing dpistats@dpi.wi.gov.  It is important to contact WASB as well, however, as the DPI file is updated three times a year from WASB’s database. 
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