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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #655, August 5, 2016
SAFR PORTAL TO BE CLOSED AUGUST 19 – 21:  DPI is upgrading our Oracle server starting on August 19 with migration and testing on August 20 and 21.  SAFR reports should not be accessed from August 19 through August 21.  We will notify you of any updates or changes to the plan.  
Please plan accordingly.
ENERGY EFFICEINCY EXEMPTION – REVENUE LIMITS:  A school board may adopt a resolution to increase the revenue limit otherwise applicable to a school district under s. 121.91 (2m), Wis. Stats., in any school year by an amount spent by the school district in that school year on a project to implement energy efficiency measures or to purchase energy efficiency products. District may use this non-recurring exemption to the revenue limit to pay for an energy efficiency project in a single year or to repay a note, bond, or loan used to finance the project. 

Before passing a resolution the Board must enter into a performance contract under §66.0133. Resolutions and amendments to existing resolutions shall be passed by October 1st and submitted to the department within two weeks of passage. You submit to DPI by going to the SAFR Reporting Portal at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/reporting/safr/overview and log into your district account.  Go to “Financial Data Home” and select “Referenda”.  At the top of the page select “Add a new Referendum or Energy Efficiency Resolution”.  
Districts are advised to report utility savings for projects financed with debt when savings are known.  Districts are encouraged to review their performance contract measurement and verification to determine when savings will be reported to DPI and applied to reduce the tax levy.  For some districts it may be the guarantee amount, for others it may be after a period of time. Report savings for the 2016 tax levy (2016-17 fiscal year) before November 1st.  It is important to report your 2016-17 savings before the levy is certified; to avoid an over levy and revenue limit penalty.
ESEA FINAL ALLOCATIONS for 2016-17:  Final allocations for the 2016-17 Title I, Title II, and Title III grant applications have been posted in WISEgrants and on the DPI ESEA website or directly at http://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/esea/xls/esea_alloc_2016-17_final.xlsx. The deadline to submit each application is August 31, 2016.  Please visit http://dpi.wi.gov/wisegrants/web-portal for the link to WISEgrants, as well as many technical assistance documents and short videos related to logging in and getting started. DPI will continue to add content to this page so be sure to check back periodically. 

If you have not already done so, please authorize the district’s assurances, debarment, and anti-lobbying forms. Districts will not be able to obligate funds until these forms (assurances, debarment, and anti-lobbying) are submitted. Private school affirmation forms (http://dpi.wi.gov/esea/historical/funding/application) should also be uploaded to the application as soon as possible. These forms need to be approved by DPI before the district can submit any grant application. After the forms are submitted, start at the top of the each application menu and work your way down the list. Skipping ahead may cause errors and problems.

 

Back in May, preliminary allocations were loaded for Titles I and II and districts were able to submit their applications to DPI with the preliminary allocation. There are small differences between preliminary and final allocations. If you submitted your application with the preliminary allocation, a DPI consultant will contact your district if changes need to be made to an application to account for a difference between your preliminary and final allocations. 

 

Feel free to contact the DPI Education Consultant assigned to your district if you have any questions.

 

Title I: Directory for Title I Consultants  (http://dpi.wi.gov/title-i/consultant-directory) 
Title II: Abdallah Bendada (abdallah.bendada@dpi.wi.gov) 
Title III:  Audrey Lesondak  (audrey.lesondak@dpi.wi.gov) 
 

Best wishes for a fun and successful 2016-17 school year. 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS: 
[August 19:  PI-1505 Census Report for 2015-16 Due]
[August 31:  PI-1505 AC for 2015-16 Due]
[September 9:  Transfer of Service for Revenue Limit Due]
[September 9:  Auditor submits PI-1506 AC Aid Certification for 2015-16]
[September 9:  Auditor submits PI-1506 FB Fund Balances for 2015-16]
[September 16:  PI-1505 and PI-1505 SE Annual Reports for 2015-16 Due]
[September 30:  PI-1563 3rd Friday September and PI-1804 Summer 2016 Pupil Count Reports Due]

[September 30:  PI-1547 SS Pupil Transportation Summer 2016 Due] 

UPCOMING WASBO [https://www.wasbo.com] and WASDA [http://www.wasda.org] WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES:
[WASBO's New School Administrator & Support Staff Conference August 17-18, Holiday Inn Madison at The American Center.  Register at https://www.wasbo.com/WASBO/Event_Display.aspx?EventKey=20160817A.  In addition, 

Mentorship Orientation on August 16]

[WASBO's Certified School Risk Managers Designation Series – Register at http://wasbo.com/riskmanagement September 20 is Fundamentals of Risk Management; September 21 is Handling School Risks; October 19 is Measuring School Risks; October 20 is Funding School Risks; November 9 is Administering School Risks]

SCHOOL FINANCE CONTACTS:

[Gene Fornecker, Auditor: 608-267-7882 

eugene.fornecker@dpi.wi.gov]

[Brian Kahl, Auditor: 608-266-3862 


brian.kahl@dpi.wi.gov]

[Kim Robinson-Richmond, Auditor: 608-267-9218
kimberly.robinson-richmond@dpi.wi.gov]

[Victoria Chung, Accountant: 608-267-9205

victoria.chung@dpi.wi.gov]

[Bruce Anderson, Consultant: 608-267-9707 

bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov]

[Carey Bradley, Consultant: 608-267-3752

carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov]

[Vacant, Consultant: 608-267-9212  





]

[Karen Kucharz Robbe, Consultant: 608-266-3464
karen.kucharz@dpi.wi.gov]

[Debi Towns, Assistant Director: 608-267-9209

debra.towns@dpi.wi.gov]


[Bob Soldner, Director: 608-266-6968   


robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov]
SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE TO THIS LISTSERV: 

To subscribe to this bulletin go to this link: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/communications/listserves/subscribe 

To unsubscribe: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/communications/listserves/unsubscribe 

PREVIOUS SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #654, July 29, 2016
STATE AIDS REGISTER CORRECTION – HIGH COST SPECIAL EDUCATION AID:  Please note the High Cost Special Education aid is paid from both a state and federal appropriation.  The current aids register shows the same CFDA State ID number for both the state source code 625 portion and the federal source code 711 portion of High Cost Special Education Aid.  Although the CFDA State ID number is wrong, the source codes are correct.

The correct CFDA State ID number for the federal portion is 84.027.  

We appreciate your patience as DPI staff work to correct the aids register.   

CALENDAR REPORT:  The 2015-16 School Calendar report was due last Friday July 22nd.  If you are not sure the report has been submitted, please use the following link to confirm:
https://apps5.dpi.wi.gov/safr_ro/all_wizard_activity.asp?sort=datein&year=2016&rpt=5
In addition, SAFR allows a public view of “Status and Due Dates” for reports.  This is an excellent tool for you to keep informed regarding upcoming report openings and due dates.  The report is color coded for ease of determining all reports have been submitted (“green”) and if reports are past due (“yellow” with red).  Go to 

1. SFS Home (http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs) 
2. Go to the left side under the heading “Reporting Portals”
3. Select “SFS Reporting Portals “

4. Select “Public View Submitted District Data”

5. Select your School District

6. Then, select “Status & Due Dates”
FUND 27 CODING AND WISEGRANTS CHANGES:  A few weeks ago, we informed you of the planned Fund 27 coding changes related to the WISEgrants transition as part of the October WUFAR update. The Special Education Team is finalizing their updates to the IDEA budget software and we will begin work on an updated Fund 27 Matrix once that process is complete. The expectation under the new Federal Uniform Grant Guidance is that coding in your IDEA budget will be consistent with coding on your own books. 
If, while completing your IDEA budgets, you are unable to find the WUFAR combination for your budget item, please do not find and use the closest match within the budget software.  Instead, we ask that you report the missing WUFAR combinations through this form:  https://docs.google.com/a/dpi.wi.gov/forms/d/1W56joKOc1M2lFijUO81wTDwPzLFjKqtTlyGfPzNkuAU/viewform?c=0&w=1. All requests will be dealt with promptly.  

Thank you for your assistance.
AUDITOR INFORMATION – 2015-16 AUDITS:  For your information, the SFS Team sent the following information to the independent auditors this week.  It contains additional information for the 2015-16 audits.
 

· SCHOOL BASED SERVICES BENEFIT AUDIT GUIDE and PAYMENTS:  The Wisconsin Department of Health Services (DHS) has posted a DHS Audit Guide Addendum on the State Single Audit Guidelines website.  The link to the State Single Audit Guidelines main page for 2015 is http://doa.wisconsin.gov/Divisions/Budget-and-Finance/Financial-Reporting/State-Controllers-Office-State-Single-Audit-Guidelines/State-Controllers-Office-State-Single-Audit-Guidelines-2015/ .  This addendum clarifies the thresholds for Type A and Type B DHS programs.  Auditors should use the 2014-15 SBS audit program for the 2015-16 audits and change the thresholds to those described in the addendum.  

 

DHS will also post a list of payments made between July 1, 2015 and June 30, 2016 for the SBS program on the State Single Audit Guidelines website in the near future.    This list of payments should be used when determining the amount of funding paid to the districts. This information also serves as a confirmation of the department’s (DHS) payments to school districts for the program.  

 

· WRS GASB STATEMENT # 68 NOTE INFORMATION:  The Department of Employee Trust Funds (ETF) has advised employers that distribution of the GASB 68 pension note disclosure information will be delayed.  ETF will be communicating their timetable for providing this information in the near future.  This pension information is not required for the filing of the 1505 AC due August 31st and the 1506 AC due September 9, 2016.  DPI will be coordinating with ETF on the release of pension information and DPI will send an update when information becomes available.  
· OMB COMPLIANCE SUPPLEMENT:  The July, 2016 OMB Compliance Supplement is in the “clearance” stage and will be available soon at https://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/circulars_default/.    

This Supplement will be effective for audits of fiscal years beginning after June 30, 2015 and supersedes the OMB Circular A-133 Compliance Supplement dated June 2015.

 

· TAX EXEMPT COMPUTER AID:  DPI has received the tax exempt computer information from the Wisconsin Department of Revenue.  The amounts from DOR are included in the "On Record at DPI" listing in the School Financial Services Portal and at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/limits/computer-aid .  This amount must be recorded as a receivable (Due from State--715500) with a corresponding revenue (Source 691) in Fund 10 in the fiscal year ended June 30, 2016.

 

· DELAYED SCHOOL BASED SERVICES PAYMENTS: DPI has learned that 2015-16 Medicaid School-Based Services (SBS) billing has not been fully submitted for some districts and other LEAs. These LEAs will have SBS revenue delayed into 2016-17. Under the Medicaid revenue coding requirements established over the past few years, the delayed revenue will be booked into Fund 27 when received in 2016-17, rather than as a year-end receivable for 2015-16. As a result, affected LEAs will see a Medicaid revenue shortfall in 2015-16 with a corresponding increase in 2016-17. This will need to be taken into account as 2015-16 books are closed and 2016-17 budgets are developed and finalized.
Further, affected LEAs’ IDEA Maintenance of Effort (MOE) will show an unplanned increase in local Fund 27 expenditures for 2015-16, followed by a decrease in 2016-17, due to the shift in revenue. When preparing this fall’s PI-1504-SE Special Education Budget Report, the delayed SBS payments should be included as part of the source 780 revenue expected for 2016-17. A report will be provided to the DPI Special Education Team identifying the amounts of affected LEAs’ 2015-16 SBS revenue delayed. DPI will then enter an administrative exception in that amount to each LEA’s 2016-17 MOE. The intent is to hold LEAs harmless from the MOE impact of the SBS revenue delay.

LEAs should review their Medicaid payment documentation to date and communications from their SBS claim administrators. Questions regarding delayed billing should be addressed with claim administrators directly, rather than with DPI or the Department of Health Services (DHS). 
As a reminder, the “Medicaid Reimbursement” document on the WUFAR Issues & Examples page at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/finances/wufar/accounting-issues-examples describes in detail the coding requirements for Medicaid revenue.
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