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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #663, September 23, 2016
ONLINE PRE-POPULATED 2016-17 REVENUE LIMIT EXCEL FILE – In the coming weeks, the School Financial Services Team will be updating information in the 2016-17 Pre-Populated Revenue Limit worksheet on an “almost-daily” basis. The data we load is taken from the DPI database.
Users are STRONGLY encouraged to frequently review/compare ALL of the fields in the DPI spreadsheet to information on file at the district. Remember that the point of the pre-populated worksheet is to show districts what our version of your revenue limit computation looks like. Its accuracy depends on correct data being on file here at the Department.

Call a SFS Finance Consultant if something appears confusing, does not look correct, or is exhibiting an unexpected result. We can assist you BEFORE your school board sets the levy.

3rd FRIDAY SEPTEMBER PUPIL COUNT REPORT (PI-1563): The pupil count report is due on Friday, September 30th. A district that fails to submit the report by the due date will automatically receive a membership audit. Detailed guidance on submitting the report is provided below. 

Please route the following information to the individual(s) who completes the PI-1563 Pupil Count Report for your district. 

The PI-1563 Pupil Count Report is open and can be accessed through the Reporting Portal link on the School Financial Services Team website located at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/reporting/safr/overview. 

Pupil count report instructions and a spreadsheet are available by following these steps:

PI-1563 Pupil Count Report Preparation Workbook

1. SFS Home (http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs)

2. » Counting Children (http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/children/overview) 

3. » Pupil Count PI-1563 (http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/children/enrollment/overview) 

4. » Membership Information and Reporting

5. Under “Guidelines for Counting”
Questions about the report should be submitted to Bruce Anderson, Consultant, at Bruce.Anderson@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9707 or Karen Kucharz Robbe, Consultant, at Karen.kucharz@dpi.wi.gov or 608-266-3464.
UPCOMING EVENTS: 
[September 26:  Part C Summary and Final Step for Requesting School District for Transfer of Service to Revenue Limit Due at Noon]
[September 30:  PI-1563 3rd Friday September and PI-1804 Summer 2016 Pupil Count Reports Due]
[September 30:  Youth Challenge Pupil Count (PI-1563 YCA) Report Due]
[September 30:  PI-1547 SS Pupil Transportation Summer 2016 Due] 

[October 1:  Energy Efficiency Exemption to Revenue Limits Board Resolution Deadline]

[October 14:  October 15th General School Aids Certified and Private Voucher School Student Counts Announced by DPI]

[November 1: Energy Efficiency Savings from Prior Year Reported to DPI]
UPCOMING WASBO [https://www.wasbo.com] and WASDA [http://www.wasda.org] WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES:
[WASBO's Certified School Risk Managers Designation Series – Register at http://wasbo.com/riskmanagement October 19 is Measuring School Risks; October 20 is Funding School Risks; November 9 is Administering School Risks]
[WASBO's Fall Conference -- Register at https://www.wasbo.com/WASBO/Event_Display.aspx?EventKey=20161006A: October 6-7, 2016; The Osthoff Resort, Elkhart Lake, WI]
[WASDA’s Getting School Finance Right: From the Budget to the Levy-Madison – Register at http://www.wasda.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=847151 : October 18 at WASDA School Leadership Center at 4797 Hayes Road in Madison, WI]
[WASDA’s Getting School Finance Right: From the Budget to the Levy-Stevens Point – Register at http://www.wasda.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=847164&group=: October 25 at Holiday Inn Stevens Point at 1001 Amber Ave in Stevens Point, WI]
SCHOOL FINANCE CONTACTS:

[Gene Fornecker, Auditor: 608-267-7882 

eugene.fornecker@dpi.wi.gov]

[Brian Kahl, Auditor: 608-266-3862 


brian.kahl@dpi.wi.gov]

[Kim Robinson-Richmond, Auditor: 608-267-9218
kimberly.robinson-richmond@dpi.wi.gov]

[Victoria Chung, Accountant: 608-267-9205

victoria.chung@dpi.wi.gov]

[Bruce Anderson, Consultant: 608-267-9707 

bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov]

[Carey Bradley, Consultant: 608-267-9212  

carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov]

[Vacant, Consultant: 608-267-3752





]

[Karen Kucharz Robbe, Consultant: 608-266-3464
karen.kucharz@dpi.wi.gov]

[Debi Towns, Assistant Director: 608-267-9209

debra.towns@dpi.wi.gov]


[Bob Soldner, Director: 608-266-6968   


robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov]
SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE TO THIS LISTSERV: 

To subscribe to this bulletin go to this link: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/communications/listserves/subscribe 

To unsubscribe: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/communications/listserves/unsubscribe 

PREVIOUS SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #662, September 15, 2016
3rd FRIDAY SEPTEMBER PUPIL COUNT: The pupil count date is Friday, September 16th, and the report is due two weeks later on Friday, September 30th. A district that fails to submit the report by the due date will automatically receive a membership audit. Detailed guidance on submitting the report is provided below. 

Questions about the report should be submitted to Bruce Anderson, Consultant, at Bruce.Anderson@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9707 or Karen Kucharz Robbe, Consultant, at Karen.kucharz@dpi.wi.gov or 608-266-3464.
Please route the following information to the individual(s) who completes the PI-1563 January Pupil Count Report for your district. 

If your district is unable to hold school on September 16th, a request for an alternative pupil count date may be submitted to the State Superintendent (sec. 121.05(3), Wis. Stats.). Send your request by e-mail prior to September 16th to Debi Towns at debra.towns@dpi.wi.gov   Please specify the alternative date that you are requesting.  In most circumstances, the date should be either the Thursday before, or the Monday after, the Friday count date.

The PI-1563 Pupil Count Report will be opened September 16th and can be accessed through the Reporting Portal link on the School Financial Services Team website located at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/reporting/safr/overview. 

Pupil count report instructions and a spreadsheet are available by following these steps:

PI-1563 Pupil Count Report Preparation Workbook

6. SFS Home (http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs)

7. » Counting Children (http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/children/overview) 

8. » Pupil Count PI-1563 (http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/children/enrollment/overview) 

9. » Membership Information and Reporting

10. Under “Guidelines for Counting”
Adjustments for private school voucher students will be provided by DPI on Friday, October 14.  This non-recurring exemption (Line 10H) will reflect the maximum state aid deduction as a result of the voucher payments from resident districts ($7,323 per K-8 & $7,969 per 9-12 FTE student).  Essentially, this exemption and transfer will have zero impact on the district’s annual budget. State aids is reduced and the school board is granted authority to increase property taxes to replace the loss of state school aids.  The private school students in the voucher programs ARE NOT counted in the district’s membership report (PI 1563).  DPI provides the private school student counts for purposes of the following year’s Equalization Aid calculation.
New in 2016-17, is the Special Needs Scholarship Program (private school vouchers) transfer equal to $12,000 as a state aid transfer from the resident school district. The private school students in this voucher programs ARE NOT counted in the district’s membership report (PI 1563).  Instead, DPI provides the private school student counts.  These students are included in the 3-year phase-in on the Revenue Limit calculation as well as the following year’s Equalization Aid calculation.  Adjustments for these new private school voucher students will be provided by DPI on Friday, October 14.  

2015-16 PI-1505 ANNUAL REPORT DUE SEPTEMBER 16:  Both the PI-1505 and PI-1505 SE Annual Reports for 2015-16 are due on Friday, September 16th.  This is an important report that is used to verify a district’s state aid eligibility.  Please contact a School Finance Auditor if you have questions about the report including its edits or are having trouble submitting the report for other reasons. 

If you have not yet accessed BOTH your PI-1505 and PI-1505-SE reports, please try doing this today.   Should you have a problem accessing the reports e-mail dpifin@dpi.wi.gov or call 608-267-9114.

2016-17 SCHEDULE OF STATE AID PAYMENTS:  Does your district have cash flow needs?  If you borrow during the school year, please note the 2016-17 Per Pupil Aid payment will return to the 4th Monday in March as the payment date (March 27, 2017).  The 2015-16 Per Pupil Aid payment was paid in July 2016.
The SFS Team annually posts a yearly schedule of the payment dates for state aid payments received by your district. This is a useful document and can be accessed on the SFS web site or directly at http://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sfs/pdf/paysch17.pdf.  Go to:

1. SFS Home (http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs) 
2. » Accounting, Auditing & Financial Management (http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/finances/overview)
3. Select “Aid Payments” (http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/finances/aids-register/aid-payments) 

4. The document is “State Aid Payment Schedule – 2016-17”
If you have questions about state aid payments listed, please contact Victoria Chung, Accountant, at 608-267-9205 or victoria.chung@dpi.wi.gov.

TRANSFER OF SERVICE – 2016-17 REVENUE LIMITS:  The PI-5000 Transfer of Service (TOS) impacts the 2016-2017 Revenue Limit calculation.  PI-5000 Part B is the verification portion completed by the former Wisconsin school district and it will close on Friday, September 16, 2016.  

The PI-5000 operates outside the standard SFS Reporting Portal, this stops the PI-5000 from making changes to the “Status & Due Dates” chart within the SFS Reporting Portal.  To confirm the Transfer of Service adjustment, you can log in, with district permission, to the Transfer of Service portal https://apps4.dpi.wi.gov/TOS/Login/UserLogin.aspx.  

Once you have access, proceed to the “Reports” tab, click the “Request Log” tab.  “Expand DPI Adjustments” box and scroll down the spreadsheet to find your school district information.

PI 5000 Part C is completed by the requesting school district and it will close at Noon on Monday, September 26, 2016.  The TOS data will be updated into the pre-populated Revenue Limit worksheet during the last week of September. 

If you have questions, please contact Bruce Anderson 608-267-9707 or bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov. 

SCHOOL MANAGEMENT SERVICES (SMS) TEAM JOB OPENING:  DPI’s SMS Team is recruiting for an IS Systems Development Services Specialist (.Net Web Developer).  The position announcement has been posted at http://wisc.jobs/public/job_view.asp?annoid=89149&jobid=88663&org=255&class=13373&index=true.  

This individual will work with the existing SMS Team programmer on team programming projects.  If you have questions about the SMS Team, please contact Tricia Collins, Director, School Management Services Team at 608-266-7475 or tricia.collins@dpi.wi.gov. 
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