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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #674, December 28, 2016

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR SFS TEAM RECRUITMENT:  The Assistant Director for the School Financial Services (SFS) Team is open for recruitment.  The successful candidate will be involved in the process of creating the next generation of school financial reports (effective for the 2018-19 school year) and discussing all manner of school finance related issues.  It is sure to be a fun and exciting professional opportunity!  Please consider joining the SFS Team.

The specific job posting is currently available at http://wisc.jobs/public/job_view.asp?annoid=90017&jobid=89531&org=255&class=59540&index=true.  You can also access all DPI job openings at http://dpi.wi.gov/human-resources/jobs and click on “Assistant Director for the School Financial Services Team.”  The deadline to apply is January 23, 2017.
Please contact Bob Soldner at 608-266-6968 or robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov if you would like to discuss the SFS Team.

PI-1563 JANUARY PUPIL COUNT REPORT: The next pupil count date is Friday, January 13, 2017.  The report is due Friday, January 27, 2017.  A district that fails to submit the report by the due date will automatically receive a 2016-17 membership audit. General information about school finance related student counts can be found at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/children/enrollment/overview.  Questions about the report should be submitted to Bruce Anderson at bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9707.

It is important to remind your school building administration and secretaries that the PI-1563 January count report is separate and, in addition to, the WISEdash January pupil count information.  The 2nd Friday in January is a pupil count date that impacts many programs, including the calculation of general school aids. The PI-1563 (the school finance pupil report) can be adjusted over a period of months to impact state school aids.  Student information submitted via WISEdash has different and unique reporting requirements.
For school finance purposes ONLY (reported via the PI-1563 January pupil report), if your district is unable to hold school on January 13, a request for an alternative pupil count date may be submitted to the State Superintendent (sec. 121.05(3), Wis. Stats.).  Send your request by e-mail to Bruce Anderson at bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov. Please specify the alternative date that you are requesting.  In most circumstances, the date should be either the Thursday before, or the Monday after, the Friday count date.

HIGH COST SPECIAL EDUCATION CLAIMS:  For those of you that have submitted claims, please take a moment to confirm that you uploaded the signed Claim Certification Form and that you have submitted your student claims. Some of you may have information available to update your reported Medicaid SBS billed. If so, please call Carey Bradley 608-267-9212 to unlock the student so that you may provide the most accurate information.
THIRD SPECIAL EDUCATION AID PAYMENT: Amounts for the January 17, 2017 payment of Special Education and School-Age Parents categorical aid, the third payment of the year, have been determined. Updated worksheets are available at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/aid/special-ed/sped-sap/worksheets. 
The PI-1505-SE Special Education Annual Report has been reopened for edits and late changes through Friday, January 27th. 

Please contact Carey Bradley at carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9212 with questions.

NEW CHARTER SCHOOL AUTHORZIER REPORTING REQUIREMENTS – 2016-17:  Information for charter school authorizers is located at http://dpi.wi.gov/sms/charter-schools/information-authorizers.  On this page select “Submit Annual Report to State Superintendent and Legislature” or copy and paste http://dpi.wi.gov/sms/charter-schools/information-authorizers#Annual Report to State Superintendent and Legislature in your browser.

Beginning in the 2016-17 school year and each year thereafter, charter school authorizers must submit, to the state superintendent and to the legislature under s. 13.172 (2), a report that includes all of the following:

1. An identification of each charter school operating under contract with the authorizer, each charter school that operated under a contract with the authorizer but had its contract nonrenewed or revoked or that closed, and each charter school under contract with the authorizer that has not yet begun to operate.
2. The academic and financial performance of each charter school operated under contract with the authorizer.
3. The operating costs the authorizer incurred while fulfilling its statutory duties, detailed in an audited financial statement prepared in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles.
4. The services the authorizer provided to the charter schools under contract with the authorizer and an itemized accounting of the cost of the services.
Authorizers may choose to use the department's technical assistance and templates in order to comply with this requirement:

· Annual report technical assistance (http://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sms/Charter-Schools/doc/CS%20Authorizer%20Annual%20Report%20Technical%20Assistance.doc) 
· Annual report template for authorizers (http://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sms/Charter-Schools/doc/CS%20Authorizer%20Annual%20Report%20Template.doc)
If you have questions regarding this new reporting requirement, please contact Latoya Holiday via email at latoya.holiday@dpi.wi.gov or via phone at 608-266-5880.

FEDERAL FUNDING CONFERENCE REGISTRATION IS OPEN:  Registration is now open for the Wisconsin Federal Funding Conference, Feb. 15-16, 2017 in Wisconsin Dells. Be sure to register early - this conference is limited to 550 attendees and has sold out every time it has been offered!

Program and operational staff are invited to this team learning opportunity covering the intricacies of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) and more. With the increased focus on transparency and accountability of federal funds, knowing the federal requirements to remain in compliance is more important than ever. This conference will cover not only compliance, but ways to maximize federal resources.

District administrators, business managers, grant coordinators, and bookkeepers who work closely with special education and Title I funding are encouraged to attend along with special education program coordinators and Title I program coordinators.
Check out the complete schedule, review the conference and hotel rates, and register online today at http://www.wasbo.com/federalfunding. Register early as conference space is limited and all prior conferences have sold out quickly.

DPI SPECIAL EDUCATION TEAM RECRUITMENT – AUTISM/EBD CONSULTANT:  The Department of Public Instruction (DPI) Special Education Team is looking for an Educational Consultant to support students with autism and students with emotional behavioral disabilities.  

The position has been posted on the DPI jobs web site at http://dpi.wi.gov/human-resources/jobs. The application deadline is January 6, 2017. 
UPCOMING EVENTS: 

[January 10, 2017:  2015-16 Audited Financial Statements Due]

[January 13, 2017:  2nd Friday in January Pupil Count Date and PI-1563 January Report Open]

[January 27, 2017:  PI-1563 2nd Friday in January Pupil Count Report Due]

UPCOMING WASBO [https://www.wasbo.com] and WASDA [http://www.wasda.org] WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES:

[STATE EDUCATION CONVENTION – January 17-20 in Milwaukee – Register at http://www.wasb.org/websites/convention/index.php?p=834 ]
[WISCONSIN FEDERAL FUNDING CONFERENCE -- February 15-16, 2017 at Kalahari Resort & Conference Center in Wisconsin Dells – Register at WASBO.com/federalfunding] 
SCHOOL FINANCE CONTACTS:

[Gene Fornecker, Auditor: 608-267-7882 

eugene.fornecker@dpi.wi.gov]

[Brian Kahl, Auditor: 608-266-3862 


brian.kahl@dpi.wi.gov]

[Kim Robinson-Richmond, Auditor: 608-267-9218
kimberly.robinson-richmond@dpi.wi.gov]

[Victoria Chung, Accountant: 608-267-9205

victoria.chung@dpi.wi.gov]

[Bruce Anderson, Consultant: 608-267-9707 

bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov]

[Carey Bradley, Consultant: 608-267-9212  

carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov]

[Karen Kucharz Robbe, Consultant: 608-266-3464
karen.kucharz@dpi.wi.gov]
[Derek Sliter, Consultant: 608-267-3752


derek.sliter@dpi.wi.gov]
[Vacant, Assistant Director: 608-267-9209




]


[Bob Soldner, Director: 608-266-6968   


robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov]
SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE TO THIS LISTSERV: 

To subscribe to this bulletin go to this link: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/communications/listserves/subscribe 

To unsubscribe: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/communications/listserves/unsubscribe 

PREVIOUS SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #673, December 5, 2016
2015-16 AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS – REVISED DUE DATE JANUARY 10, 2017: In an effort to be flexible and understanding, the SFS Team has again extended the due date for the 2015-16 audited financial statements to January 10, 2017.  If your district’s independent CPA audit firm is unable to meet the January 10th due date, please have your audit firm contact one of the SFS Team auditors and provide an estimated date for submission of the statements.

As we have indicated previously, we delayed the submission of the district audits this year because of the delayed release of the GASB Statement # 68 information by the Department of Employee Trust Funds (ETF).  The Legislative Audit Bureau has completed its audit of ETF.  ETF has posted the GASB # 68 employer schedules with the related Independent Auditor’s Report.  The employer schedules and Auditor’s Report can be found on ETF’s GASB # 68 resources page or directly at https://etfonline.wi.gov/ETFGASBPublicWeb/gasb68.do.  

 

If you have questions, please contact one of the SFS Team school finance auditors. 
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