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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #681, March 30, 2017
2016-17 PER-PUPIL AID – MARCH 27th PAYMENT:  In 2016-17, the Per-Pupil Aid program provided $250 multiplied by the Current 3-Year Average Membership from the district's 2016-17 revenue limit worksheet.  State law specifically excludes students attending: 
· the Special Needs Scholarship Program (special needs private school vouchers) under Wis. Stat. sec. 115.7915;
· certain new independent 2r charter schools (new charter school authorizers created in 2015 Act 55) under Wis. Stat. sec. 118.40(2r)(b)1.e to h.; and 
· the Office of Educational Opportunity charter schools (UW System authorizer) under Wis. Stat. sec. 118.40(2x).  
Depending on the number of FTE students attending one of the non-district options identified above, the three year rolling average (Line 6 of the Revenue Limit worksheet) may or may not be modified from the calculation of membership eligible for Per-Pupil Aid.
2016-17 Per-Pupil Aid payment amounts can be seen at https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sfs/xls/16-17%20Per%20Pupil%20Adjustment%20Aid.xlsx
Please contact Derek Sliter at derek.sliter@dpi.wi.gov or 608-266-3464 with questions.

UPCOMING REFERENDUM RESULT REPORTING: We ask those districts with referendum elections on April 4 to please report the preliminary results in the School Finance Reporting Portal on Wednesday (April 5) morning.  Please enter the number of Yes and No votes and whether the referendum passed or failed.  Alternatively you may email preliminary results to carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov. 
The next step is after the Board of Canvassers meeting, please forward a copy of the Board of Canvassers certification of final vote tallies via email to carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov.  

For directions on how to report go to “Reporting the Upcoming Referendum and Results of a Referendum to DPI” at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/reporting/safr/referendum/overview.  Please record information in the reporting portal (SAFR at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/reporting/safr/overview).

PLEASE CHECK YOUR DISTRICT’S STATUS AND DUE DATES CHART: Twenty-five school district have not yet completed the PI-1563 YCA, the Challenge Academy (YCA) Report. The report was to be completed by each district that had students attending in either the Fall 2016 or current Spring 2017 semesters. The report was due March 17, 2017. The Challenge Academy is a program for at-risk youth operated by the Department of Military Affairs at Fort McCoy. Districts with residents enrolled should have received a letter from Fort McCoy identifying the residents that have been enrolled. 

Eight (8) of the 25 school districts have been recently added to the Status and Due Dates chart with regard to the Youth Challenge Academy – September report.  

Resident districts are able to count for membership and revenue limit purposes the students that attend this program, as the district is financially responsible for the cost of this program for these students. The final equalization aid payment in June, 2017, is adjusted for the per-pupil cost.

To access the PI-1563 YCA report, log into your district’s SAFR portal at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/reporting/safr/overview  and go to either the “Status and Due Dates” or the “Non-Financial Data Home.” For each semester and for each resident listed, please answer the questions for the student names presented. Sometimes, these students will be in your seats on the count dates AND also attend the Challenge Academy. To ensure the students are not double-counted, we ask for additional information regarding each student’s enrollment dates in your school. 

If any of the students are incorrectly listed as your residents or if you have any questions, please Carey Bradley at carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov  or 608 267-9212. You can also email DPIFIN@dpi.wi.gov for assistance. 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

[March 31:   Confirm New Links to State Aids Register and Banking Updates] 
[May 1:  2016-17 Student Membership Audits Due]

UPCOMING WASBO [https://www.wasbo.com] and WASDA [http://www.wasda.org] WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES:

[May 11-12: WASBO Spring Conference, La Crosse Center (http://www.lacrossecenter.com/) La Crosse] 
SCHOOL FINANCE CONTACTS:

[Gene Fornecker, Auditor: 608-267-7882 

eugene.fornecker@dpi.wi.gov]

[Brian Kahl, Auditor: 
608-266-3862 


brian.kahl@dpi.wi.gov]

[Vacant, Accountant: 608-267-9218







[Victoria Chung, Accountant: 608-267-9205

victoria.chung@dpi.wi.gov]

[Bruce Anderson, Consultant: 608-267-9707 
bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov]

[Carey Bradley, Consultant: 608-267-9212  

carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov]

[Vacant, Consultant: 608-267-3752

[Derek Sliter, Consultant: 608-266-3464

derek.sliter@dpi.wi.gov]

[Vacant, Assistant Director: 608-267-9209







[Bob Soldner, Director: 608-266-6968   

robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov]

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE TO THIS LISTSERV: 

To subscribe to this bulletin go to this link: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/communications/listserves/subscribe 

To unsubscribe: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/communications/listserves/unsubscribe 

PREVIOUS SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #680, March 4, 2017

2017-18 PRE-POPULATED REVENUE LIMIT BASE DATA: The preliminary 2017-18 Revenue Limit blank executable and pre-populated worksheets have been updated on the School Financial Services website under: 

1. SFS Home (http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs)  
2. » Revenue Limits
3. » Final Revenue Limit Worksheets
4. » Revenue Limit Worksheets for Budget Planning
Or, directly at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/limits/worksheets/revenue . 

A recent change was made to the 2017-18 Revenue Limit worksheet to properly account for the 2015-16 Energy Efficiency Reconciliation – Debt section within the worksheet.  Please use the updated version of the 2017-18 worksheet.

If you have questions or your records do not match what you see in the updated 2017-18 pre-populated revenue limit, contact Derek Sliter at derek.sliter@dpi.wi.gov or 608-266-3464. 

FIFTH SPECIAL EDUCATION AID PAYMENT: Amounts for the March 20, 2017 payment of Special Education and School-Age Parents categorical aid, the fifth payment of the year, have been determined. Final 2016-17 payments will be made in June 2016 2017 [Corrected March 5, 2017]  

Updated worksheets are available at

1. School Financial Services  (http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs)  

2. State & Federal Aid
3. Special Education Aids
4. Special Ed & School-Age Parents Aid
5. Payment Worksheets
Or, directly at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/aid/special-ed/sped-sap/worksheets. 

The PI-1505-SE Special Education Annual Report has been reopened for final edits through Monday, March 6th.

Please contact Carey Bradley at carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9212 with questions.

STATE AIDS REGISTER & AIDS BANKING UPDATE:  You might recall back in the fall of 2015, the Department of Public Instruction updated our servers used to run our online finance systems.  As part of the transition, links that moved to the new servers were automatically redirected.  Effective March 31, 2017, the automatic redirection will no longer happen.  

Two frequently used links have updated URLs and we suggest saving both of these to your “favorites”:  

· STAR Aids Register at https://apps4.dpi.wi.gov/AID/Home 

· Aids Banking at https://apps2.dpi.wi.gov/AidsBanking/
If you have questions, please contact Jacque at jacqueline.jordee@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9134.

LAST CHANCE -- SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION CONSULTANT:  We are currently seeking applicants for a School Administration Consultant position for the School Financial Services (SFS) Team. The position will provide financial consultation to school district administrators, business officials, accountants and bookkeepers to assist in the fiscal management of their agencies, including budgeting, accounting, and reporting.  This position is also involved in the process of completing and verifying state aid and revenue limit calculations.

A minimally qualified applicant must have experience with:  

· State aids, revenue limits and/or school district budget processes

· Educational administration and/or business management practices (e.g., administer/responsible for programs such as student transportation, school facilities, payroll, accounts payable or other school based programs, etc.)

· Providing financial consultation regarding school finance (e.g., general or categorical aids, tuition payments, revenue limits, membership, pupil transportation, etc.)

· Designing and/or using spreadsheet programs

Please consider joining the SFS Team.  The job posting is located at: http://wisc.jobs/public/job_view.asp?annoid=90671&jobid=90185&org=255&class=59490&index=true.  The deadline to apply is March 6th. If you have questions about the application process please contact: Hailee King, Human Resources Specialist - Senior, 608-266-2189, hailee.king@dpi.wi.gov
If you would like to discuss the wonderful opportunities available on the SFS Team, please contact Bob Soldner at robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov or 608-266-6968.   
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