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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #687, June 2, 2017
UPDATES REQUESTED FOR 2016-17 BUDGET REPORT REVISIONS AND STUDENT MEMBERSHIP CHANGES:  Please update your district’s 2016-17 budget data in the PI-1504 Budget Report, and enter any necessary 2016-17 pupil count changes, by Friday, June 16, close of business day. At that time, the Budget Report and the PI-1563 Pupil Count Reports will be closed so that the School Financial Services Team can calculate the July 1st estimate of 2017-18 General School Aids. The 2016-17 Budget and the Pupil Count Reports will be re-opened on July 5, 2017, after the July 1st General Aid Estimate information is released.
Any changes to the PI-1563 Pupil Count Report must be made by the district via the School Finance Reporting Portal.  If your district needs to make a change, send an e-mail to Bruce Anderson at bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov indicating:

•
which count date;

•
what changes are to be made;

•
why the changes are required; and

•
include your contact information. 

You will be contacted as to when the reporting portal will be open for you to make an amendment to the appropriate report. After amending the PI-1563 report, please be sure to press the “submit” button so the changes are official.

Thank you for your assistance in making the July 1st 2017-18 General School Aids estimate as good as it can be.
PUBLIC LISTENING SESSIONS SCHEDULED ON EVERY STUDENT SUCCEEDS ACT (ESSA) PLAN: Parents; teachers; other educators, school administrators, and board members; business and civic officials; and all citizens will have an opportunity to learn about and comment on Wisconsin’s draft plan to implement federal education law during a series of listening sessions in June.
The six sessions on the state’s Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) plan will be held:

· June 12, 8 to 10 a.m. — CESA 1, N25 W23131 Paul Road, Suite 100, Pewaukee;

· June 15, 9 to 11 a.m. — CESA 9, 304 Kaphaem Road, Tomahawk;

· June 16, 8:30 to 10:30 a.m. — CESA 6 Conference Center, 2300 State Road 44, Oshkosh;

· June 19, 1 to 3 p.m. — CESA 4, 923 East Garland Street, West Salem;

· June 19, 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. — Milwaukee Public Schools Central Services, 5225 West Vliet Street, Room 206-208, Milwaukee; and

· June 27, 1 to 3 p.m. — Lussier Community Education Center, 55 South Gammon Road, Community Room, Madison.

Sponsored by the Department of Public Instruction with support from the state’s cooperative educational services agencies (CESAs), the listening sessions will feature short presentations to provide information about Wisconsin’s ESSA plan followed by guided discussions around four key areas: school accountability, educator development, school improvement, and student supports. 

Participants will be able to ask questions and submit formal comments at the event or through an online form (https://dpi.wi.gov/esea). The comment period ends June 30. Following review with the Senate and Assembly education committees in July, the revised draft plan will be sent to the governor in August. The final Wisconsin Consolidated State Plan for ESSA is to be submitted to the U.S. Department of Education by September 18, 2017.
Registration for the June listening sessions is not required, but is highly recommended. The registration form can be found online on the DPI Listening Sessions webpage (https://dpi.wi.gov/esea/dpi-listening-sessions) 
NOTE: More information about Wisconsin’s Consolidated State Plan for ESSA and the online feedback form can be found on the department's website (https://dpi.wi.gov/esea) 
Official News Release: dpinr2017_55.pdf. The release at https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/news-release/dpinr2017_55.pdf) includes information on both the sessions and a link to the online feedback form.
PI-1505 CALENDAR REPORT OPEN FOR 2016-17: Districts should submit days and hours of instruction and other calendar information for the 2016-17 school year. The report is due July 21, 2017.

To access to the report and instructions; start at School Financial Services home page http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs and on the right-hand side under “Reporting Portals” click on “SFS Reporting Portals”. On this webpage, click on “Log in to View or Submit Data” and this will take you to the “Log In” page.  Once you have log in, the system will take you to your school district’s portal webpage. Note there is a green box by the “Status & Due Dates” link and when you click on “Status & Due Dates”, a chart of reports will be on your screen.  The green box with “required” is the calendar report that your district needs to complete for the 2016-17 school year.

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

[June 16:  2016-17 Budget and Membership Changes Due for July 1st Aid Estimate]
[June 30:  PI-1589 2016-17 Foster / Group Home Report Due]
[July 6:  PI-1547 2016-17 Transportation Report Closes]

[July 21:  PI-1505 2016-17 School Calendar Report Due]

UPCOMING WASBO [https://www.wasbo.com] and WASDA [http://www.wasda.org] WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES:

[June 21 to July 26: WASBO Custodial and Maintenance Conferences, Details at http://www.wasbo.com/custodial, Four Dates and Locations:
June 21, Waunakee High School, Waunakee 
July 12, Logan High School, La Crosse 
July 19, University School of Milwaukee, Milwaukee 
July 26, Amherst High School, Amherst-Tomorrow River SD
SCHOOL FINANCE CONTACTS:

[Gene Fornecker, Auditor: 608-267-7882 


eugene.fornecker@dpi.wi.gov]

[Brian Kahl, Auditor: 
608-266-3862 



brian.kahl@dpi.wi.gov]

[Terry Casper, Accountant: 608-267-9218


terry.casper@dpi.wi.gov]


[Bruce Anderson, Consultant: 608-267-9707 

bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov]

[Derek Sliter, Consultant: 608-266-3464


derek.sliter@dpi.wi.gov]

[Vacant, Accountant: 608-267-9205

[Vacant, Consultant: 608-267-3752


[Carey Bradley, Assistant Director: 
608-267-9212  
carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov]



[Bob Soldner, Director: 608-266-6968   


robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov]

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE TO THIS LISTSERV: 

To subscribe to this bulletin go to this link: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/communications/listserves/subscribe 

To unsubscribe: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/communications/listserves/unsubscribe 

PREVIOUS SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #686, May 23, 2017

HIGH COST PUPIL TRANSPORTATION (HCPT) AID – JUNE 19, 2017 PAYMENT:  This categorical aid program provides additional funding to school districts in Wisconsin that have higher per pupil transportation costs when compared to the statewide average per pupil transportation cost. Each district with a per pupil transportation cost exceeding one hundred and fifty percent (150%) of the statewide average per pupil transportation cost and when its previous year’s membership divided by the school district’s area in square miles, is 50 students or less will receive a share of this categorical aid.  
The 2015-17 biennial budget (2015 Act 55) increased the appropriation from $5,000,000 to $7,500,000. The 2016-17 High Cost Pupil Transportation Aid is based on audited information from the previous fiscal year (2015-16).  

On a statewide basis, school districts spent $7,911,683 less and the student membership dropped by 17 students.  The combined impact of these two changes dropped the Fund 10 cost per member over 150% of the state average by $13.90.  In June of 2016, 128 school districts qualified for HCPT Aid.  In June of 2017, 123 school districts will receive this aid.  

To access the “2016-17 High Cost Pupil Transportation Aid Amount” go to the “High Cost Pupil Transportation Aid webpage at https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/aid/categorical/high-cost-pupil-transportation-aid. Under the first section “Program Description” select:

1. Aid Eligibility by School Year (https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/aid/categorical/high-cost-pupil-transportation-aid#aid-eligibility); then  
2. 2016-17 High Cost Transportation Aid Amounts (May 23, 2017) (https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sfs/xls/2015-16-High-Cost-Transportation-05-18-2017-%28Final%29.xlsx) 

For questions about this information, contact Bruce Anderson at bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9707 or dpifin@dpi.wi.gov  or (608) 267-9114.
2017-18 REVENUE LIMITS -- IS YOUR SCHOOL DISTRICT CONSIDERING SUBMITTING A NARRATIVE TRANSFER OF SERVICE REQUEST?:  A Narrative Transfer of Service to revenue limits is a request is between the school district and a local municipality, such as city or county. The actual request to the DPI’s SFS Team, must be in a narrative format with both estimated costs and justification for the request. A direct link the instructions can be found at Instructions for a Narrative Transfer of Service or https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sfs/pdf/Narrative-Transfer-of-Service-May-2017.pdf 

If you have any related questions please contact Bruce Anderson Bruce.Anderson@dpi.wi.gov or by calling 608-267-9707,   
2017-18 REVENUE LIMIT -- Transfer of Service Portal open FOR STUDENT SPECIFIC REQUESTS:  A quick link to the Transfer of Service (TOS) -- Revenue Limits webpage is available on the right side of School Financial Services http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs homepage under “Reporting Portals”.  Below the Program Description on the TOS webpage is a link to the PI-5000 Online Application. Before a request is entered into the PI-5000 a district staff member should review the “Points to Consider Before Submitting a Transfer of Service Request” use the “Decision Tree for 2017-2018 Revenue Limit Exemption” https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sfs/pdf/TOS-Flowchart-05-2017.pdf to determine if the student needs meet the standards to qualify for a Transfer of Service.  The PI-5000 for 2017-2018 has been updated on a few pages to address concerns submitted by the district users in 2016-2017.

If you have questions, please contact Bruce Anderson at (608) 267-9707 or bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov
SPRING SCHOOL DISTRICT CERTIFICATION OF 2016 VALUES – SCHOOL AID: The spring certification of school district property values can now be found on the School Financial Services Team website under “Accounting, Auditing & Financial Management”, then “Property Value” on the left hand scan bar or directly at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/finances/property-valuation under “2017-2018 School Fiscal Year”
Twice a year, the Wisconsin Department of Revenue (DOR) certifies equalized values to DPI for distribution to school districts. Property values, determined as of January 1, 2016, were first seen in the October 1, 2016 value certification as “tax apportionment” values. School districts used the tax apportionment values last fall in the revenue limit computation and to apportion the school levy. 
Now in May (spring), DOR provides a final certification of those same January 1, 2016 values, some of which may have been changed since the October certification as a result of Board of Assessor adjustments. This May (spring) certification of January 1, 2016 values is referred to as the “school aid” certification and will be used in the 2017-18 Equalization Aid computation. Districts should use the value in the last column entitled, “TID OUT COMBINED VALUE with BOA Changes” for Equalization Aid projections.

Please be advised that values appearing in this certification have not yet been altered by reorganization orders effective July 1, 2017.  The SFS Team will notify affected districts after the team receives and processes value changes related to reorganization orders. Reorg-adjusted, May (spring) values will be used in the October 15, 2017 certification of 2017-18 General Aid.  

Contact Derek Sliter at Derek.Sliter@dpi.wi.gov or 608-266-3464 with questions.

FIFTH AND FINAL SPECIAL EDUCATION AID PAYMENT: Amounts for the June 19, 2017 payment of Special Education and School-Age Parents categorical aid have been determined and worksheets are available at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/aid/special-ed/sped-sap/worksheets. This is the final payment of the year calculated using the actual proration rate of 26.24%. 

Contact Carey Bradley at carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9212 with questions.

GROUP FOSTER HOME REPORT AVAILABLE: The 2016-17 Group and Foster Home Report (PI-1589) is now available at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/children/foster-group-home.
The due date is June 30, 2017.  Forms submitted after that date will not be accepted. 
Instructions are included in the link above, or can be accessed from the SFS home page http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs by selecting the link “Counting Children” on the left side bar and then “Group and Foster Home Membership”.  Once on the page select  Group and foster home membership adjustments overview and instructions (https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sfs/doc/1589%20Group%20%20Foster%20Home%20FTE%20Log%20and%20Letter%20to%20DistsFY17.doc) 
Please contact Diane Sullivan at 608-267-9114 or at diane.sullivan@dpi.wi.gov with any questions or concerns.
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