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PROGRAM OBJECTIVES
This program provides additional aid to low enrollment, rural school districts where offering a high-quality curriculum poses greater fiscal challenges.  


PROGRAM PROCEDURES

A school district is eligible for sparsity aid if it satisfies all the criteria as specified in Statute 115.436.  No separate claim form is submitted.



COMPLIANCE REQUIREMENTS AND SUGGESTED AUDIT 




PROCEDURES

A.
 ELIGIBILITY



COMPLIANCE REQUIREMENT
For a school district to qualify for state sparsity aid it must meet the following criteria.
a. The school district’s membership in the previous school year was no more than 725.
b. The school district’s membership in the previous school year divided by the school district’s area in square miles is less than 10.


SUGGESTED AUDIT PROCEDURES
a. Obtain the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction’s summary worksheet by district.  This can be found at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/aid/general/sparsity-aid-program .    

b. Trace the membership information per the DPI summary spreadsheet to the FTE report for the proper year found on the school finance reporting portal for the district being audited.  You will first have to select the proper district and then select the FTE report.
c. Recompute the number of pupils per square mile for the district you are auditing.  
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