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Foreword

isconsin is nationally known for our educational innovation. Our

state’s charter schools are a shining example. Wisconsin charter

schools are public schools accountable to their authorizers. In
Wisconsin, there are currently 92 local school boards that have authorized at
least one charter school. Charter Schools are also authorized by the University
of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, the University of Wisconsin-Parkside, and the City
of Milwaukee. Charter schools must employ Department of Public Instruction
(DPI) certified staff and participate in the state assessment system. Wisconsin
charter schools encourage innovation and creativity in their approach to
providing educational options for parents and their children.

Communities throughout our state are coming together to ensure that every
child has a quality education and graduates from high school. We are all
striving to close the achievement gap between economically disadvantaged
students, students of color, and their peers. Wisconsin charter schools are an
innovative part of our overall public education efforts to meet these goals.
From the 1997-98 school year to the 2011-12 school year, Wisconsin charter
schools grew in number from 17 to 232, and they serve children in all corners
of the state. This publication provides a description of existing charter
schools that are designed to close the achievement gap and to ensure children
graduate from high school with the skills they need to succeed to continue
their education or to enter the workforce.

Tony Evers, PhD
State Superintendent
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Introduction

Charter School \chér-tEr skiil\ n : A public school that: (1) in accordance with an
enabling state statute is exempt from significant state or local rules; (2) is created by a
developer as a public school; (3) provides a program of elementary or secondary
education, or both; (4) is nonsectarian in its programs, admission policies,
employment practices, and all other operations, and is not affiliated with a sectarian
school or religious institution; (5) does not charge tuition; (6) complies with federal
law; (7) admits students on the basis of a lottery if more students apply for admission
than can be accommodated; (8) agrees to comply with the same federal and state audit
requirements as other elementary and secondary schools in the state; (9) meets all
applicable federal, state, and local health and safety requirements; and (10) operates in
accordance with state law.

Charter schools are public, nonsectarian schools created through a contract or
“charter” between the operators and the sponsoring school board or other
chartering authority. The Wisconsin charter school law gives charter schools
freedom from most state rules and regulations in exchange for greater
accountability for results. The charter defines the missions and methods of the
charter school. The chartering authority holds the school accountable to its charter.

Charter schools are created with the best elements of regular public schools in
mind. Wisconsin established charter schools to foster an environment of creativity.
Charter schools are, in essence, living laboratories that influence the larger public
school system and introduce an element of entrepreneurship within that system.
Charter school leaders may experiment with different instructional theories, site-
based management techniques, and other innovative practices. They learn,
sometimes by trial and error, what works best for their student population.
Traditional schools can observe and learn from what happens in the charter school
and make similar improvements in other schools. Through this process, the entire
public school system is continually challenged to improve itself.

A charter school is developed to fit the special needs and interests of its
community, parents, and students. This is what makes each charter school unique.
While many goals for educating and preparing children are similar, each charter
school fulfills a specific local need in education. Charter schools offer a choice to
parents and students in the area of curriculum, teaching methodology, and
classroom structure. In districts with charter schools, the community, school
boards, and parents have identified their public education needs and established
charters that meet them.

Again, charter schools are public schools. They are freed from most state rules
and regulations in exchange for greater accountability for results.
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Wisconsin Charter
Schools State Summary

A: History of Charter School Law

The Wisconsin Charter Program was established in 1993 with authorization for
10 school districts to establish up to two charter schools each, for a total of 20
statewide. Thirteen charter schools were created under this law. In 1995, revisions
to the first charter school law gave chartering authority to all school boards
statewide and eliminated the cap on the total number of charter schools. In 1997,
the state gave chartering authority in Milwaukee to the chancellor of the
University of Wisconsin—Milwaukee (UW—-Milwaukee), to the Milwaukee Area
Technical College (MATC), and to the Common Council of the city of
Milwaukee.

In the 1998 budget adjustment session, the state made additional changes to the
law, allowing for a school district to contract with a cooperative educational
service agency (CESA) to operate a charter school as long as it is located within
the CESA. Another change required that a school board receiving a petition to
establish a charter school or to convert a nonsectarian private school to a charter
school must hold a public hearing on the matter and must consider the fiscal
impact of the charter’s establishment. A final change required the school district in
which a charter school is located to determine whether the charter school is an
instrumentality of the school district. Instrumentality is defined in the section titled
“Legal Status” later in this chapter.

The changes that occurred in the 1999-2001 biennial budget revolved around
Milwaukee per-pupil aids and statewide assessments. In the 2001-2003 budget
bill, limited chartering authority was granted to the University of Wisconsin-
Parkside (UW-Parkside) allowing it to establish a single charter school. Changes
that occurred in the 2003—2005 biennial budget exempted a specific charter school
sponsored by UW-Milwaukee (Woodlands Academy) from some residency
requirements. Additional changes in 2005 resulted in the elimination of previous
school year attendance requirements for students residing in Milwaukee. (See
appendix A for specific language.) In 2008, the state law was further amended to
clarify requirements for virtual schools.



B: Sponsorship

School boards are the primary charter school authorizers in Wisconsin. The
Milwaukee Common Council, UW-Milwaukee, MATC, and UW-Parkside also
have chartering authority. With the exception of UW-Parkside, each may
establish, sponsor, and operate an unlimited number of charter schools. The
chartering entity reviews submitted petitions and reserves complete discretion in
granting or denying a petition. The chartering entity must give preference to an
applicant who would establish a charter school to serve an at-risk student
population. If the Milwaukee school board denies a petition, the denied petitioner
may appeal to the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction (DPI). For
information on school board action taken on new charter school petitions and
proposals, please visit: http://www.dpi.wi.gov/sms/pdf/legreport 07 08.pdf

C: Legal Status

In school districts the school board may determine whether the charter school
is an instrumentality of the school district in which it is located. If the board deems
it an instrumentality, the district employs all personnel for the charter school. If the
board determines the charter school is not an instrumentality, the personnel are
considered employees of the charter school.

Although some charter schools are identified as instrumentalities of the district,
the word “instrumentality” is not defined in the charter school law and has had
limited use in Wisconsin. The word was initially included in the charter law to
ensure continuing eligibility of charter school teachers in the Wisconsin
Retirement System. Instrumentality as used in the retirement law defines the
employer, making it clear that the employing school district is the entity
responsible for worker’s compensation, insurance, unemployment compensation,
employee insurance and benefits, liability for acts of school staff members, and so
forth.

A charter school in Milwaukee that receives its charter from the Milwaukee
Common Council, UW-Milwaukee, or MATC is not an instrumentality of the
Milwaukee Public Schools (MPS), and the MPS school board may not employ any
personnel for the charter school. However, if the Milwaukee Common Council
contracts with an individual or group operating a charter school for profit, then that
charter school is an instrumentality of the MPS. The MPS board of education will
then employ all personnel for the charter school. If the chancellor of UW—Parkside
contracts for the establishment of a charter school, the board of regents of the
University of Wisconsin System may employ instructional staff for the charter
school.



D: What Charter Schools Can and Cannot Do

Charter schools in Wisconsin are exempt from most state requirements
regarding public education. However, teachers in charter schools must be licensed
by the DPI. Also, students in charter schools are counted for membership in the
local school district. State law provides that the charter or contract under which the
school operates may be for any term not exceeding five years and may be renewed
for one or more terms, each term again not exceeding five years. This law also
stipulates that the charter must describe the methods the school will use to enable
pupils to attain the general educational goals listed in § 118.01, Wis. Stats. Health
and safety requirements, of course, apply to charter schools as well as to all
Wisconsin public schools. Charter schools are not exempt from federal laws
governing special education or civil rights policies, nor are they exempt from local
school board policies unless negotiated in the charter contract. This last provision
does not pertain to non-instrumentality charter schools. For specific information
regarding special education, see:
http://www.dpi.wi.gov/sped/tm-specedtopics.html

A charter school cannot charge tuition and must be equally accessible to all
students in the school district. Preference in admission must be given to students
living within the attendance area of an existing school that is converted to a charter
school. Nonresident students may enroll in a district and be assigned to a charter
school under the Wisconsin Public School Open Enrollment Program.

Charter schools may not discriminate on the basis of sex, race, religion,
national origin, ancestry, pregnancy, marital or parental status, sexual orientation,
or physical, mental, emotional, or learning disability. The charter school contract
must clearly spell out how the school will achieve a racial and ethnic balance
among its pupils that reflects the balance in the school district as a whole.

Attendance at a charter school must be voluntary, and the district must provide
alternative public education for pupils who do not wish to attend the charter school
or who are not admitted to the charter school. This provision also applies should a
school board enter into a contract that would result in the conversion of all the
public schools in the district to charter schools.

Charter schools receiving federal grant funds are subject to the Non-regulatory
Guidance of the Public Charter Schools Program of the U.S. Department of
Education. For a copy of this document, which clearly spells out admission and
lottery requirements, please visit:
http://www.ed.gov/policy/elsec/guid/cspguidance03.pdf



E: Organization and Governance

Charter schools are free to be creative in setting up their administration and
governance structures as long as parental involvement is required and the
governing board is independent and autonomous from control by the authorizer.
The governance board must have autonomy related to policy, budget, and
personnel. Governance board membership must be comprised of a majority of
non-district employees or school board members. Many charter schools break from
traditional management models by establishing decision-making boards that
include school staff, parents, and area employers. Others have parent and teacher
committees that address school needs, such as fundraising and the budget. Others
include student representatives in their governing bodies.

Parental involvement and participation are hallmarks of charter schools.
Although many parents readily volunteer, parental service may not be made a
condition of pupil admission.

In many charter schools that share facilities with other schools, they also share
resources such as transportation, food service, accounting and payroll, libraries,
and special education programs. They may also allow some charter school students
to attend other classes such as art, music and physical education in a regular
school.

F: Teaching Requirements

The DPI licenses teachers in specific subject areas, and grade levels, and
requires that teachers working in traditional public schools and virtual charter
schools' hold the appropriate license for the subject(s) and grade levels they teach.
To give other charter schools more flexibility in their staffing, the DPI has created
a charter school instructional staff license for fully licensed teachers to add to the
term of their existing license(s). Already licensed teachers assigned to teach core
academic subjects outside what is allowed under their regular teaching license may
obtain the charter school instructional staff license if they meet Elementary and
Secondary Education Act (ESEA) “highly qualified” requirements. To meet ESEA
requirements, they must verify their content knowledge in the core academic
subject through either a major or minor in the subject(s) or a passing score on the
appropriate Wisconsin content test. The DPI may issue a one-year license allowing
teachers of core academic subject(s) time to pass the Wisconsin content test or
work toward at least a minor in the subject(s) to become “highly qualified” if their
position is not funded under Title I or Title IT A.

Charter schools can also employ other professionals who are not trained as
teachers by using a DPI-issued charter school instructional staff permit. Applicants
for the charter school instructional staff permit must have either a bachelor’s

Wisconsin Act 222, enacted in April of 2008, states that, "Beginning July 1, 2010, no person may teach an online course in a
public school, including a charter school, unless he or she has completed at least 30 hours of professional development
designed to prepare a teacher for online teaching.” [Wisconsin State Statute 118.19(13)] For more information about the 30
hours of professional development, go to http://dpi.wi.gov/imt/pdf/online_course pd.pdf




degree in the subject area to be taught or in a related field or formal proof of
mastery in the trade they are assigned to teach. Permit holders must be supervised
by a fully licensed teacher. The chief administrator of the chartering authority may
request that a charter school teaching permit be granted to an individual hired to
perform instructional duties if a search for a qualified, licensed individual
is unsuccessful. The charter school teaching permit is valid for one year
and can be renewed if the applicant completes six credits in an approved
teacher education program. For additional information, on charter school teacher
licensure, please see the Wisconsin Administrative Code in appendix A or
the Teacher Education and Licensing home page at the DPI website at:
http://www.dpi.wi.gov/tepdl/index.html

Retirement and Union participation:

Teachers in traditional public schools are normally members of the teachers’
union and are afforded the rights and privileges of the master contract, including
enrollment in the Wisconsin Retirement System. The same is true for staff
members of a charter school that is formed by and is an instrumentality of the
school district.

The staff members of non-instrumentality charter schools are not employees of
the school district or chartering authority. Thus, they are not eligible to participate
in the Wisconsin Retirement System and are not members of the local teachers
union.

G: Funding

Most of the money that funds K—12 education in Wisconsin comes from state
funds raised primarily through state income and sales taxes. The remaining funds
come from other sources, including property taxes, federal aid, and local fees.

In schools chartered by a school district, the contract or charter determines the
amount of funding for the charter school each year. In some cases, the district’s
per-pupil expenditure follows the student as he or she moves from a regular public
school to a charter school. In other cases, the charter school functions with less
money. This can happen if a charter school shares an existing district facility, and
shares management costs with the school district, participates in district services
such as co-curricular activities, special education, psychological services, and food
service. The school district counts charter school students on its regular count for
state aid purposes.

In schools chartered by the city of Milwaukee, UW-Milwaukee, MATC, or
UW-Parkside, the amount of funding is determined by state law. These non—
school board sponsored/independent charter schools are funded from a
proportionate reduction in state school aids from all 430 school districts. For the
2011-2012 school year, the amount is $7,775 per pupil for the independent charter
schools and is paid directly to the operator of charter schools. The total amount is
based on the number of eligible students attending the charter school. Several
charter schools have received grants and gifts from community, state and national
organizations, foundations, businesses, and private individuals.



H: Grants

Since 1996, the Wisconsin DPI has received Public Charter Schools Program
(PCSP) grants from the U.S. Department of Education. In 1996, the DPI received a
three-year grant for more than $6.4 million. In 1999, the amount received was
more than $8.75 million for three years, and for the years 2002-2005, more than
$27.7 million was awarded. The DPI received $52.5 million for the 2005-2009
four-year period. The DPI has been authorized to receive $85.95 million from
2009-2014. Ninety-five percent of the grant funds are awarded in sub-grants to
charter schools. These federal grant funds may be used for planning and
implementation activities such as professional development, assessment strategies,
curriculum development, and investments in technology. In some cases, a
reasonable amount may be used in the renovation of facilities to bring them up to
health and safety codes. Grants may generally be used to defray costs not covered
by state and local funds, but they may not be used for regular ongoing operational
costs of the charter school, such as teacher or staff salaries, facilities, or
transportation of students.

PCSP funds also provide dissemination grants to successful established charter
schools. Dissemination grant funds are awarded to charter schools that have been
in operation for at least three consecutive years, demonstrate substantial progress
in improving student academic achievement, have high levels of parental
satisfaction, and are financially viable. The funds are used to develop a product or
service to assist other schools in adapting the charter schools program or certain
aspects of it.

I: Accountability

Charter schools are assigned individual school codes by the DPI. A charter
school is a public school that is exempt from many traditional state and local rules
and regulations, thus allowing greater flexibility in how it achieves student
success. In exchange for this flexibility, charter schools are held accountable for
meeting student achievement goals described in their charters. A charter school
that fails to meet these goals may be closed by its authorizer.

Pursuant to Wisconsin law, a charter may be granted for any term not
exceeding five school years and may be renewed for a term not exceeding five
years. A charter may be revoked if the authorizer finds that the charter school
violated its contract or failed to comply with generally accepted accounting
standards of fiscal management, or if its pupils failed to make sufficient progress
in attaining educational goals.

The best charter schools in Wisconsin and across the country balance clear
educational goals and expectations with their unique styles and missions. These
schools and their authorizers agree on the measurable pupil performance indicators
they will use to demonstrate progress sufficient to renew the charter contract.
These charter contracts call for regular reports to the authorizer and are in place
prior to the opening of the school.
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Wisconsin Charter
Schools

Appleton Area

School District
CESA 06

Est. 2011

Bill Curtis

913 North Oneida Street
Appleton, WI 54911

(920) 832-1729
curtiswilliam@aasd.k12.wi.us
Grade Levels: KG-01

Est. 2007

David Mueller

5000 North Ballard Road
Appleton, WI 54913

(920) 832-4300
muellerdavid@aasd.k12.wi.us
Grade Levels: 09-12

Lee Allinger

P.O. Box 2019
(920) 832-6126
www.aasd.k12.wi.us

o Appleton, WI 54912-2019

1.  Appleton Bilingual School

The Appleton Bilingual School develops academic excellence and
language fluency in Spanish and English, builds cross-cultural
relationships, and nurtures an enthusiasm for learning in order for
students to achieve future educational and career success and to become
active citizens in local and global communities.

Why should you enroll your child in the Appleton Bilingual School?

e  Your child will have new experiences and understand familiar
things with a fresh perspective.

e People who learn other languages come to better understand and
feel comfortable in unfamiliar settings and situations.

e  Your child will be able to effectively use Spanish and English in
reading, writing, mathematics, science, social studies, and
everyday conversation.

The Appleton Bilingual School is located within Columbus Elementary
School. To learn more about our school visit our website at:
http://www.aasd.k12.wi.us/appletonbilingual/index-eng.html

2. Appleton Career Academy (ACA)

Imagine a charter school that promises and delivers on student
connections to community learning where students do sustained academic
work that draws upon and contributes to the place in which they live.
Imagine a charter school that promises and delivers on student learning
where...

e FEach student demonstrates an ability to make decisions, think
critically and creatively, and synthesize knowledge beyond the
disciplines.

e Fach student shows an increased ability to identify, assess, and
transfer significant information needed for solving novel problems.

e Each student promotes cooperative learning, activates a better
attitude towards self as a learner, and demonstrates efficacy as a
meaningful member of a community.

The new interdisciplinary learning collaborative model from ACA does
just that: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BhWM4K79WTO0
And with this unity of purpose, the ACA faculty and supportive
community are dedicated to the ACA mission: Empowering students to
find their passion through collaboration, innovation, and exploration.

1"
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Est. 1997

Katherine Crowley Peckham
120 East Harris Street
Appleton, WI 54911

(920) 832-6136
crowleykatheri@aasd.k12.wi.us
Grade Levels: 10-12

Est. 2002

Matthew Mineau

2121 Emmers Drive
Appleton, WI 54915

(920) 832-6212
hansonerik@aasd.k12.wi.us
Grade Levels: 09-12

Est. 2005

Dominick Ferrito

2725 East Forest Street
Appleton, WI 54915

(920) 832-6265
ferritodominick@aasd.k12.wi.us
Grade Levels: KG-06

3.  Appleton Central High School

Appleton Central High School serves at-risk youths in grades
10-12 that have problems that cannot be addressed in a traditional school
setting or its at-risk programs. Appleton Central provides an alternative
method of continued learning in an atmosphere that is sensitive and
suited to the intellectual, physical, and social development of the
students. Students get a clear explanation of the expectations and a new
opportunity to practice, learn, and perform.

Appleton Central has taken on a health focus in recent years. After
developing a successful physical nutrition program with Natural Ovens
Bakery in Manitowoc, the school has added components that deal with
emotional and mental health as well. The school strives to make mental,
physical, and emotional health integral parts of its educational offerings
to severely at-risk youth.

4.  Appleton eSchool

Appleton eSchool, an online charter high school, uses the potential that
computers and the internet offer to extend educational opportunities for
students and to further develop their capabilities as independent learners.
Appleton eSchool uses new and emerging technologies, an engaging
standards-driven curriculum, and experienced local teachers to provide
highquality online high school course options for students in grades
9-12. Frequent student/teacher communication provides the level of
support needed to meet the individual needs of the online learner.
Whether a student is seeking to fit an extra course into his or her
schedule, work on an online course on campus, or study entirely from
home, online courses offer flexible learning opportunities not previously
available. Special efforts are made to attract those students whose needs
have not been met or are not currently being met for whatever reason in
the traditional school environment.

5.  Appleton Public Montessori

Appleton Public Montessori (APM) is a parent-initiated, community-
supported charter school offering an authentic Montessori experience,
incorporating:

* A prepared environment consisting of specific, hands-on, sequential
materials and curricula created by trained Montessori educators

*  Multiage classrooms divided into three-year spans (representing
grades 1-3 and 4-6) based on developmental windows, rather than
single-year grade levels.

* A child-centered approach allowing each child to form his or her
own instructional plans, to select work mastering concepts at his or
her own pace, engaging children to be active participants in their
own educational process fostering independence, self-confidence,
and love of learning as well as academic progress.

* Active involvement of children, parents, and community members
and organizations in learning opportunities.

» Integrated instruction in world languages, art, and music exposure.

*  Outdoor classrooms/gardens designed and created with significant
student participation.



Est. 1999

Constance Ford

3310 North Durkee Street
Appleton, WI 54911

(920) 832-4968
fordconstance@aasd.k12.wi.us
Grade Levels: KG-08

Est. 2006

Matthew Zimmerman
305 West Foster Street
Appleton, WI 54915
(920) 832-6289

zimmermanmatth@aasd.k12.wi.us

Grade Levels: PK-06

Est. 2005

Lori Leschisin

1000 South Mason Street
Appleton, WI 54914

(920) 832-6260
leschisinlori@aasd.k12.wi.us
Grade Levels: 01-08

Est. 2007

Allen Brant

318 East Brewster Street
Appleton, WI 54911

(920) 832-6294
brantallen@aasd.k12.wi.us
Grade Levels: 06-08

6. Classical Charter School

The framework for the Classical School curriculum is based on a
traditional, classical structure. The curriculum provides rich and rigorous
content that is based on a specific, solid, sequenced, and a shared body of
knowledge. The curriculum covers a wide variety of subjects in world
and American history, world and American geography, language arts,
English, science, art, art history, music, and music history. Additionally,
students study math, spelling, handwriting, physical education, and
Spanish. Spanish is taught daily in every grade.

7. Foster (Stephen) Elementary Charter School

Stephen Foster Elementary Charter School is a small urban school
serving diverse and low-income students in kindergarten through grade 6.
The school is designed to empower students to become self-directed, life-
long learners, and to assist parents to learn themselves while helping their
children. Foster’s major goal is differentiated instruction; the teacher
meets the individual students where they are and moves them along
according to their needs. Teachers meet with students for the purpose of
setting individual performance goals and assessing progress toward their
goals each quarter. Foster has developed and implemented
a School Community Council consisting of parents, teachers, and
community members, which oversees many aspects of the school
‘community’ such as discipline programs, student-led parent conferences,
homework policies, family events to promote learning, and parent
education courses.

8. Fox River Academy

The integrated curriculum focused on the Fox River and its watershed,
weekly outdoor experiences, and individualized instruction of the Fox
River Academy can all be summed up in the school's motto, "Where
Learning Comes Naturally."

The Fox River Academy is a multiage environmental “green school”
located in the Appleton Area School District. The curriculum focuses on
the environmental, historical, cultural, and economic importance of
the Fox River. Through its unique curriculum and weekly outdoor field
experiences, the Fox River Academy provides relevant instruction
through hands-on, real-world experiences that lead to increased academic
achievement and promote stewardship of the community and
environment. The Fox River Academy follows the curriculum design
work of educational researcher Grant Wiggins in his work Understanding
By Design.

9. Kaleidoscope Academy

Kaleidoscope Academy serves students in grades 6-8 incorporating
instructional technology, employing interdisciplinary team teaching, and
offering choices for each individual student in Fine Arts, World
Languages, Technology Engineering, and Family and Consumer
Education. Students at Kaleidoscope Academy have the opportunity for
increased fine arts study, technology engineering, family and consumer
education, and world. Kaleidoscope Academy concentrates on using
middle school best practices through the use of block scheduling and

13
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Est. 2000

Odyssey Elementary

Valerie Dreier

2037 North Elinor

Appleton, WI 54914

(920) 832-6252
dreiervalerie@aasd.k12.wi.us
Grade Levels: 03-06

Magellan Middle

Debra Moreland

225 North Badger Avenue
Appleton, WI 54914

(920) 832-6226
morelanddebra@aasd.k12.wi.us
Grade Levels: 07-08

Est. 2000

Michael Pekarske

610 North Badger Avenue
Appleton, WI 54914

(920) 832-5708
pekarskemichae@aasd.k12.wi.us
Grade Levels: 09-12

Est. 2002

Matt Mineau

2121 Emmers Drive

Appleton, WI 54915

(920) 832-6206
mineaumatthew@aasd.k12.wi.us
Grade Levels: 09-12

interdisciplinary teaming. Transitioning from elementary school is
smoother as students work with teams of two teachers. Units of study are
integrated through all subjects where appropriate. Technology is infused
into the Kaleidoscope Academy approach to learning.

10. Odyssey-Magellan Charter School

Odyssey-Magellan is a charter school for highly gifted students. Odyssey
serves third through sixth grade students and is housed at Highlands
Elementary School. Magellan serves seventh and eighth grade students
and is housed at Wilson Middle School. Odyssey-Magellan strives to
provide its students an in depth and complex curriculum in combination
with fast-paced learning. The opportunity to study and learn with like-
minded peers is both challenging and exhilarating for students.

Odyssey-Magellan provides enriched and accelerated curriculum in
math, communication arts, science, social studies, and French. Odyssey-
Magellan students participate in art, music, physical education, and co-
curricular activities offered at Highlands and Wilson. Odyssey-Magellan
helps students attain the goal of becoming well-educated, self-confident,
productive, lifelong learners.

11. Renaissance School for the Arts

The Renaissance School for the Arts (RSA) provides students in grades
9-12 with a learning atmosphere in which immersion in the arts is the
norm. Student artists develop the skills and attitudes that contribute to
artistic understanding and learning through the arts. This arts-oriented
approach to curriculum delivery recognizes the uniqueness of the
individual while promoting artistic and academic excellence. All courses
are taught as college preparatory courses, with an option for the student
who may not be collegebound. The delivery of the academic curriculum
in the charter school environment of the RSA is grounded in a
combination of elements from the one-room schoolhouse, block
scheduling, and Web-enhanced courses.

12. Tesla Engineering Charter School

Tesla Engineering Charter School has taken the first step toward
providing a new approach to learning that emphasizes instruction and
activities for students interested in preparing for careers in engineering
and other technical fields while strengthening their academic
achievement serving students in grades 9-12. The students of Tesla
receive their education through online courses, independent and team
research activities, youth options, guest and adjunct lecturers, the FIRST
robotic competition (a national competition), and work-based learning, as
well as traditional educational delivery. The primary educational focus is
to use mechanical engineering and electrical engineering as the vehicles
to integrate skills in reading, writing, public speaking, math, science, and
technology. The knowledge and skills developed enable students of all
levels to meet the challenges of state and local performance standards.
Tesla creates learning opportunities and direct links to industry and
postsecondary education. Students desiring to move directly into industry
have the advantage of the established industry networking.



Est. 2010

Todd Kadolph

610 North Badger Avenue
Appleton, WI 54914

(920) 832-4112
kadolphtodd@aasd.k12.wi.us
Grade Levels: 07-12

Est. 2003

David Debbink

10 College Avenue, Suite 288
Appleton, WI 54911

(920) 993-7037
debbinkdavid@aasd.k12.wi.us
Grade Levels: 07-12

Est. 2002

Michelle Mueller

120 East Harris Street, Rm 213
Appleton, WI 54911

(920) 993-7076
muellermichell@aasd.k12.wi.us
Grade Levels: KG-12

Augusta School

District
CESA 10

Est. 2005

Paul Tweed

E19320 Bartig Road

Augusta, WI 54722

(715) 877-2292
paultweed@wildlandschool.net
Grade Levels: 07-12

13. United Public Montessori

United Public Montessori (UPM) provides an enriching learning
environment that creates a challenging academic path emphasizing math,
sciences, humanities, world language, intercultural understanding,
environmental studies, self-sufficiency, and active community
involvement. UPM instills in our students the value and power of
lifelong learning, peace, community, respect for self and others, and a
greater understanding of our world and their influence in it.

14. Valley New School

Valley New School (VNS) serves youth in grades 7-12 offering students
an opportunity to learn in a student-driven, Project Based environment.
The focus of the student-driven, Project Based curriculum is rooted in the
concept that each person is his or her own best teacher. Students develop
their own learning experiences based on their interests and passions.

As they plan their comprehensive research projects, students work with
their parents and advisors to align their project goals with state and local
academic standards. At the conclusion of each project, students present
their findings and products to an evaluation team and earn credit
(employing a nine-item rubric) based on the quality and breadth of their
work. The educational goals at VNS are centered around the
empowerment of the school community which includes students, school
staff, parents, and community members.

15. Wisconsin Connections Academy

The Wisconsin Connections Academy (WCA) is the state's first virtual
elementary school, that serves grading K-8. WCA has now expanded to
include grades 9-12. At the heart of WCA is a standards based
curriculum. This comprehensive curriculum affords WCA students the
ability to receive a quality education within an environment that is most
conducive to their learning while parents enjoy a greater involvement in
their children’s educational life. Computer applications, written for the
express use of WCA only, are used to track attendance and chart student
progress to ensure program accountability. WCA was chartered with the
mission to help all students maximize their potential and meet the highest
performance standards. This is accomplished through a uniquely
individualized learning program that combines the best in virtual
education with very real connections among students, families, teachers,
and community.

William D Perry
E19320 Bartig Road
(715) 286-3300
www.augusta.k12.wi.us

o Augusta, WI 54722-7501

16. Wildlands Science Research Charter School

Wildlands Science Research Charter School provides students with the
opportunity to learn in a Project Based research atmosphere. It is a
multigenerational community of learners focusing on locally relevant
topics as vehicles for educational growth and achievement. The
curriculum is constructive in its approach to learning and integrated with
local science research and monitoring projects. They have facilities at
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Barron Area School

District
CESA 11

Est. 2011

Jennifer Quinlan

100 West River Avenue

Barron, WI 54812

(715) 537-5627
quinlanj@barron.k12.wi.us
www.barron.k12.wi.us/alaw.cfm
Grade Levels: KG-12

Est. 2007

Steve Sprinkel

808 East Woodland Avenue
Barron, WI 54812

(715) 537-5621 ext. 331
sprinkels@barron.k12.wi.us
www.barronmontessori.org
Grade Levels: PK-03

their disposal including a new state-of-the-art science and computer lab, a
mobile lab facility, a lake lab facility, and more than 700 acres of land
associated with Beaver Creek Reserve for field studies. The school is
connected to an existing network of agencies, community groups, and
businesses for support, mentoring, and resources. Along with Project
Based learning, students have an opportunity to grow academically
through development assessment, personal learning plans, state standards
integration, remediation opportunities, internships, work, and skill-based
learning.

Monti Hallberg

100 W River Avenue
(715) 537-5612
www.barron.k12.wi.us

e Barron, WI 54812-1052

17. Advanced Learning Academy of Wisconsin

Advanced Learning Academy of Wisconsin (ALAW) provides online
coursework to students ages 4-18 seeking a customized learning
experience that takes place outside the traditional classroom. Students
may choose from an exclusively online model, or a blended model which
may include a combination of online and on-site coursework. Students
are eligible to participate in district-sponsored enrichment activities, field
trips, goal setting conferences, and community opportunities.
Empowering students to learn and work at their own pace, ALAW also
provides the flexibility of when and where to work on school. Students
may choose from a wide variety of courses which fulfill state standards
for core curriculum, plus more than 700 electives. Coursework is 100%
tailored to the needs and interests of each individual. In line with the
Barron Area School District’s mission, the ALAW is designed to help
students reach their dreams and make a positive impact on the world.

18. Barron Area Montessori School

The Barron Area Montessori School offers an innovative education
design based on the principles of Maria Montessori. The school
welcomes three through five year olds to the Children’s House program,
and six though nine year olds in the Elementary 1 program.

Children exercise individual freedom to choose purposeful work, to
physically move while learning, and to repeat a learning activity for as
often and as long as the learner likes. These three freedoms foster crucial
developmental stages of learning. Montessori students explore and collect
data in their own ways; the teacher’s role is to prepare the environment,
to observe when children are entering a new developmental stage, and to
link them to purposeful activities that are responsive to their
developmental needs.

The weekly learning schedule is organized according to Montessori
principles that require students to have long, uninterrupted daily work
periods. Curriculum includes practical life skills, sensorial aspects of the
world, language development, mathematics, and culture. Each of these
academic areas has been aligned with state standards.

The Barron Area Montessori School is dedicated to developing a
collaborative Montessori community of educators, parents, and
community members who educate themselves and others about the
Montessori philosophy of education.



Est. 2001

Chris Crowe

207 North 1% Street
Cameron, WI 54822

(715) 537-5612
crowec@ricelake.k12.wi.us
Grade Levels: 09-12

Beloit School

District
CESA 02

Est. 2007

Mark Dax

#26 Eclipse Center, 1701 Riverside Drive
Beloit, WI 53511

(608) 361-3335

mdax@sdb.k12.wi.us

Grade Levels: 09-12

Est. 2007

Mark Dax

#26 Eclipse Center, 1701 Riverside Drive
Beloit, WI 53511

(608) 361-3335

mdax@sdb.k12.wi.us

Grade Levels: 06-12

19. North Star Academy

The North Star Academy, formerly known as Barron County Alternative
School (BCAS), enrolls at-risk students in grades 9-12 from the Barron,
Cameron, Chetek, Cumberland, Rice Lake, and Turtle Lake School
Districts. As a charter school, North Star serves students at-risk of not
graduating in a highly flexible educational setting with a differentiated
curriculum and student services that provide opportunities for students to
integrate and apply knowledge and skills to the workplace and real-life
situations.

The school's non-traditional schedule provided working teens, teen
parents, and teens receiving day treatment and other support services with
flexible options for completing academic course work. Students complete
courses for credit in a variety of modes (face-to-face class instruction,
online courses, independent study, on-site field experiences) and within
flexible time frames. Both day school and night school options are
available.

Steven McNeal
1633 Keeler Avenue
(608) 361-4017
www.sdb.k12.wi.us

o Beloit, Wl 53511-4799

20. Eclipse Center Charter School

The mission of the Eclipse Center Charter School (ECCS) is to provide
educational programs that allow students to approach their intellectual,
entrepreneurial, and creative potential through rigorous and relevant
instruction and development of positive relationships within a safe and
inspirational environment. The ECCS provides a diverse selection of
instructional contexts which will incorporate the characteristics of
successful schools. The “contexts” in which these characteristics are
included consists of four “strands.” The strands are: Career and Technical
Education, On-Line Learning, Concept-Based, and Credit-Recovery. The
ECCS is a high performing school with a staff dedicated and committed
to ensuring the success of every student.

21. Roy Chapman Andrews Academy

The vision for Roy Chapman Andrews Academy (RCAA) is to create an
environment that will empower students in grades 6-12 to successfully
achieve their educational goals, create an attainable vision for their
future, and partner with the community to actualize their vision. Students
are empowered by designing projects that demonstrate mastery of
performance standards in math, science, social studies, and language arts
as designated by the Wisconsin State Standards.

Students spend little time in an actual classroom, rather they, with the
guidance of certified teachers, will create community projects that reflect
mastery of the performance standards for Wisconsin while gaining
academic credit for graduation. RCAA’s curriculum is centered on pre-
professional community partnerships which will have the structure of
internships undertaken in cooperation with local, regional, and/or
international entities, such as business, technical professions, media,
health care providers, legal professionals, municipal, police and
corrections, educational, and governmental and non-governmental
agencies etc.

17
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Birchwood School

District
CESA 11

Est. 2008

Jeffrey Stanley

201 East Birch Street
Birchwood, WI 54817

(715) 354-3471
jstanley@birchwood.k12.wi.us
Grade Levels: KG-08

Est. 2009

Jeffrey Stanley

201 East Birch Street
Birchwood, WI 54817

(715) 354-3471
jstanley@birchwood.k12.wi.us
Grade Levels: 07-12

Black River Falls

School District
CESA 04

Est. 2009

Mark Weddig
1200 Pierce Street
Black River Falls, WI 54615

Frank Helquist

300 S Wilson Street
(715) 354-3471
www.birchwood.k12.wi.us

e Birchwood, WI 54817-8841

22. Birchwood Discovery Center

The Birchwood Discovery Center (BDC) is offered as a choice to anyone
in grades K-8 enrolled in the district. This may change as the needs and
interests of parents and students change. The curriculum is an
academically rigorous one based on Wisconsin’s model academic
standards in the core subjects: math, science, social studies, and language
arts/reading. BDC is NOT an alternative school that targets high-risk
students, although high-risk students will not be denied access.

The school includes a Project Based and a virtual K-8 program. The
curriculum is focused around hands-on and inquiry-based learning as
well as a Project Based format for social studies and science. The
curriculum emphasizes interdisciplinary integration of subject matter,
problem- and issue-based learning strategies, constructivist approaches,
and self-directed learning. Lastly, the curriculum is highly integrated with
technology applications.

23. Birchwood Blue Hills Charter School

The Birchwood Blue Hills Charter Schools is a Project Based school
designed for students in grades 7-12 who have an interest in earning a
specialized diploma. The school is designed to provide different
curriculum paths and diplomas for students who are willing to complete
additional courses and credits and who wish to specialize in a particular
area of study and participate in extended internships or work-related
experiences in one of the following areas:

» Mathematics or Sciences

» Humanities, Fine Arts, or Multicultural Perspectives

» Applied Arts, Technology, or Specialized Careers

» Leadership

Students are required to earn a total of 32 credits, compared to the 28
that students enrolled in Birchwood High School need to earn. Students
and their parents/guardians work with a charter school teacher to design
an individualized curriculum each year that is Project Based in nature
and may utilize virtual or face-to-face courses, mentorships, field
experiences, or other one of a kind experiences. All course work is
validated through alignment to the Wisconsin Model Academic
Standards as well as the skills and habits of mind introduced in the
Framework for 21% Century Learning developed by the Partnership for
21* Century Skills.

Ronald S. Saari
301 North 4th Street
(715) 284-4357
www.brf.org

o Black River Falls, Wl 54615-1227

24. Black River Area Green School (BRAGS)

The Black River Area Green School (BRAGS) is an experiential charter
school that is developed to serve students who are at least 15 years of age
and have an interest in completing their high school education through a



(715) 284-4324
Mark.weddig@brf.org
Grade Levels: 10-12

Blair-Taylor School

District
CESA 04

Est. 2004

Connie Biedron

219 South Main Street
Blair, WI 54616

(608) 989-9835
biedrc@btsd.k12.wi.us
Grade Levels: KG-06

Butternut School

District
CESA 12

Est. 2007

Tammy Benabides

placed and Project Based curriculum that is focused on ecological
sustainability, alternative energies, and wise stewardship of our natural
resources. The charter school operates on a year round schedule that
allows for more consistency for student learning. BRAGS semesters
mirror the schedule of the Black River Falls (BRF) High School, in
which students take one class at BRF High School and finish the day at
the BRAGS Center. This charter school is designed to promote service
and experiential learning through the identification of projects. Many
projects focus on real community needs that are then addressed and
remedied by the BRAGS students. BRAGS provides an all encompassing
and ecologically sustainable themed education for up to 25 students in
grades 10-12.

Students choose “majors” in Natural Resources. Sustainable
Agriculture, Green Technology, or Sustainable Lifestyles. Examples of
these career opportunities are found among the many businesses and
governmental agencies located in and around our community in areas of
alternative energies, water and soil quality, forest management, organic
agriculture, fish and wildlife management, waste management, and eco-
building design and construction.

The curriculum covers a wide spectrum of materials and academic
levels in order to ensure a customized fit to the individual student’s
learning style. Students are assessed upon enrollment in BRAGS and they
participate in standardized and local assessments to ensure academic
growth.

Dennis Dervetski
P.O. Box 125
(608) 989-2881
btsd.k12.wi.us

o Blair, Wl 54616

25. School of Science, Engineering, & Technology

The vision of the School of Science, Engineering, and Technology
(SoSET) is to provide equal opportunity for all children to be involved in
an innovative approach to their own learning. Use of a multiage structure
enhances learning opportunities for students of all ability levels. Students
receive differentiated instruction in the core academic subject areas
through a thematically-based curriculum, which is focused on science,
engineering, and technology. Units emphasize interdisciplinary
integration of subject matter, Problem Based learning experiences,
student-centered instruction, hands-on learning strategies, constructivist
approaches, and self-directed learning. Assessment of learning is project-
and performance-based.

The school is designed to implement innovative methods essential to
the development of the student’s intellectual, physical, emotional, and
social needs, while being sensitive to the unique qualities that each
individual brings with her or him. Emphasis is on providing a sense of
community by involving families and instilling in students a concern for
others and the environment.

David Podmolik

P.O. Box 247

(715) 769-3434
www.butternut.k12.wi.us

o Butternut, WI 54514-0247

26. Promethean Charter School

Promethean Charter School offers an innovative choice to students in
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312 West Wisconsin Street
Butternut, WI 54514

(715) 769-3434
tbenabides@butternut.k12.wi.us
Grade Levels: 09-12

Cambridge School

District
CESA 02

Est. 2005

Leslie Steinhaus

1221 Innovation Drive, Suite 205
Whitewater, WI 53190

(262) 473-1469
Isteinhaus@jedi.k12.wi.us

Grade Levels: KG-12

Cameron School

District
CESA 11

Est. 2010

Jeanne Anderson

600 Wisconsin Avenue
Cameron, WI 54822

(715) 458-4560 ext. 5905
janderson@cameron.k12.wi.us
Grade Levels: KG-12

grades 9-12. Enrolled students become part of a learning community
immersed in a high performance, technology enriched environment,
distinctive for it’s individualized learning plans, rigorous Project Based
curriculum, assessment techniques, shared school governance, and
dynamic community-enhanced learning opportunities. A constructivist
instruction model is used wherein the teacher/mentor will facilitate
students’ progress on their individual education plan. The instructional
format will emphasize student use of a variety of modern communication
resources and devices. The goal of Promethean is to enable enrolled
students to gain enhanced knowledge of the world, to improve their
understanding of self and others aiming toward sound career foundations,
and give them a real working knowledge and skill in the use of modern
learning tools and resources. Through participation graduates will be
gainfully employed, productive confident members of society who are
prepared to make positive contributions to their families, their
communities and their nation.

Bernard Nikolay

403 Blue Jay Way

(608) 423-4345
www.cambridge.k12.wi.us

e Cambridge, WI 53523

27. JEDI Virtual High School

JEDI (Jefferson Eastern Dane Interactive) network is a consortium of

nine school districts in Dane and Jefferson counties that work

cooperatively to provide high-quality, distance-learning opportunities for
students. Jedi Virtual High School harnesses the power of anytime,
anyplace delivery of classes for students using emerging technologies.

There are three key components that differentiate JEDI Virtual High

School from existing Wisconsin virtual schools:

1. Each student meets with a certified counselor to develop a personal
education plan.

2. Each student is assigned a learning coach to guide the student on a
daily basis. The coach is under the direction of a certified JEDI
teacher and lives in close proximity to the student in order to
maintain personal contact.

3. Asynchronous virtual courses are created and taught by master
teachers from within the JEDI network consortium.

Randal Braun

P.O. Box 378

(715) 458-4560
www.cameron.k12.wi.us

e Cameron, Wl 54822-0378

28. Cameron Academy of Virtual Education (CAVE)

Cameron Academy of Virtual Education (CAVE) is an individualized
educational program for grades K-12. Partnerships with parents and
community leaders provide expertise and learning opportunities for
children to develop self-paced education plans, engage in student
designed project-led learning, experience real-life learning through
community involvement and integration of trade literature, develop
technical writing and critical reading skills, and pursue technology
utilizing programs outside the expected educational sector. Instruction
may include virtual classes, parent—directed instruction, and activities,
community based programs, traditional classroom instruction or a



Chequamegon

School District
CESA 12

Est. 2007

Doug McDougall

400 9th Street North
Park Falls, WI 54552
(715) 762-2474 ext. 264
dmcdougall@csdk12.net
Grade Levels: 09-12

Chetek-
Weyerhaeuser

School District
CESA 11

Est. 2011

Cali Kohlmeyer

1001 Knapp Street

Chetek, WI 54728

(715) 924-3136 ext. 2137
ckohlmeyer@cwasd.k12.wi.us
Grade Levels: K4-12

Est. 2011

Mike Steiner

1001 Knapp Street

Chetek, WI 54728

(715) 924-3136 ext. 2027
mikesteiner@chetek.k12.wi.us
Grade Levels: 07-08

combination of programs.

Dave Anderson
400 9th Street North
(715) 762-2474 e Park Falls, WI 54552-1384
csdk12.net
29. Glidden Class ACT Charter School

Glidden Class ACT Charter School is aimed at high school students who
learn best through Project Based learning, are self-disciplined, and desire
to learn more about our global economy and the skills necessary to
compete in the 21st century.

In the Glidden Class ACT Charter School, "A" stands for applied skills,
"C" stands for career-focused, and "T" stands for technology enhanced.
Working with the charter school staff, students develop a personalized
learning plan that will prepare them for a successful post-secondary
transition. Course work to satisfy the plan may include online classes,
distance-learning classes, and local classes taught by Chequamegon
teachers. The school’s mission is to empower students to become
independent learners in a technology-enhanced, self-directed,
interdisciplinary ~ curriculum  emphasizing teamwork and = self-
determination. The Glidden Class ACT Charter School ensures that
students become globally aware and able to effectively use information
and communication technology to prepare for a career and meet the
challenges of the 21st century.

Al Brown

P.O. Box 6

(715) 924-2226
www.chetek.k12.wi.us

o Chetek, WI 54728-0006

30. Link2Learn Virtual Charter School

The Chetek-Weyerhaeuser LINK2LEARN Virtual Charter School is a
home-based educational program that enhances and promotes learning in
an environment that best suits the child. We embrace innovative ideas,
techniques, and technologies to ensure learner success. It is an innovative
community of families, students, teaching adults, and staff committed to
empowering our learners to achieve their full potential through high-
quality education comprised of: a rigorous curriculum, individualized
support, and dedicated partnerships in a variety of learning environments
including online learning.

31.

The Red Cedar Environmental Institute is a middle school alternative for
students in the Chetek area. The Chetek community is connected with its
natural environment, and highly values environmental educational
opportunities. Without the constraints of the traditional school setting,
students will be able to immerse themselves in environmentally-based,
hands-on projects while integrating all areas of traditional study. Students
will be given the opportunity for meaningful application of a foundation
of knowledge and skills; challenging each student to reach their fullest
potential.

Projects will involve acquiring, integrating, and applying knowledge;
giving students the motivation to learn all of their traditional school
subjects. The overlying project themes relate to science, but students will

Red Cedar Environmental Institute
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City of Milwaukee
CESA 01

Est. 1997

Christine Faltz

4301 North 44th Street

Milwaukee, WI 53216

(414) 444-2330
cfaltz@cyberschool-milwaukee.org
www.cyberschool-milwaukee.org
Grade Levels: K4-08

Est. 2011

Rashida Evans

3222 West Brown Street
Milwaukee, WI 53208
(414) 873-4014
reed_evans@hotmail.com
Grade Levels: K4-08

Est. 2002

Barbara Horton

7151 North 86th Street
Milwaukee, W1 53224
(414) 358-3542
bhorton@dlha.org

integrate all subjects as they work on the projects. For example, students
working on a stream restoration project would have to read about stream
dynamics, do mathematical calculations involving areas of land or
volumes of water, learn about historical, societal, and political influences
on the stream, as well as write reports and give presentations about their
work.

Cindy Zautcke
City Hall

P.O. Box 1881
(414) 828-6977

www.city.milwaukee.gov/GetNeighborhoodInfo57.htm

32. Central City Cyberschool

The mission of Central City Cyberschool is to develop and inspire in
students a love of learning; the academic, social, and leadership skills
necessary to engage in critical thinking; and the ability to demonstrate
complete mastery of the academic skills necessary for a successful future.
This charter school serves students from Milwaukee’s central city in a
student-centered environment where teamwork is promoted and high
expectations are held out for each student, teacher, parent, staff member,
community member, and partner. The school is a real location, not a
virtual place.

The curriculum is interdisciplinary and Project Based, an integrated
process that puts ideas in a real-life context and requires thinking across
disciplines, with a rigorous academic foundation, a strong computer
focus, and an emphasis on community building.

e Milwaukee, WI 53201-1881

33. CEO Leadership Academy

CEO Leadership Academy is a Professional Learning Community that
combines high academic standards, high character expectations, and an
emphasis on giving back to the community. CEO’s founder and Board of
Directors believe that preparation for college goes far beyond academics.
Student leadership is cultivated through academic mastery, community-
focused education and the fostering, of lifelong learning in any
environment.

Students are part of a learning community that is kept intentionally
small. With enrollment capped at just 200 students, class sizes are often
as small as 10 to 15 students. Students receive the one-on-one and small
group time that is necessary to help them grasp and apply challenging
concepts in the classroom. They also receive assistance through
individual assessments performed by staff, which highlights areas of
strength or growth for each student.

All CEO students receive college preparatory coursework and testing
preparation beginning in the 9th grade. They also begin visiting college
and university campuses as soon as they enroll at CEO. CEO’s mission
iS to nurture scholars, capable of transforming their world, by sending
them to and through college, so every aspect of the school’s curricula
and planning process has this college-going cultural emphasis in mind.

34. Darrell Lynn Hines (DLH) Academy

The Darrell L. Hines College Preparatory Academy of Excellence (DLH)
is dedicated to providing students in grades K4-8 with the opportunity to
take challenging courses in a small, collegial environment that supports
high academic achievement and ambitious academic goals. Using



Grade Levels: K4-08

Est. 1999

Virginia Flynn

2507 South Graham Street
Milwaukee, WI 53207

(414) 744-6005
vilynn@downtownmontessori.com
Grade Levels: K4-08

Est. 2010

Mondell Mayfield

7798 North 60" Street
Milwaukee, W1 53223

(414) 371-9100

mondell. mayfield@kacsmilw.org
Grade Levels: K4-08

Est. 1999

Judy Merryfield

2000 West Kilbourn Avenue
Milwaukee, W1 53233

(414) 933-0302 ext. 5122
jmerryfield@
milwaukeeacademyofscience.org
Grade Levels: K4-12

the International Baccalaureate curriculum, DLH Academy students
participate in a college preparatory curriculum that will allow them to
attend Milwaukee’s most competitive high schools.

The program of study provides students with three vital lessons:
knowledge about the world in which they live, skills to operate in the
world in which they live, and attitudes that will encourage them to be
productive members of the world in which they live.

35. Downtown Montessori Academy

The Downtown Montessori Academy (DMA) serves children in grades
K4-8. DMA is a racially and socioeconomically integrated school that
allows up to 200 students, last year we had 140, this year we are at 164.
Classrooms are multiage/multi-grade. Before and after-school care is
available as well as a summer program. DMA is based on the philosophy
developed by Dr. Maria Montessori. The educational approach
encourages children to trust in their own ability to think, and to solve
problems independently. Students are inspired to think for themselves
and become actively engaged in the learning process. Learning becomes
its own reward, and each success fuels a desire to discover even more.
Like the rest of us, children learn through trial, error, and discovery.
Children in a Montessori classroom are free to learn at their own pace,
taking on new challenges when they are ready. DMA seeks to create a
Montessori environment where the child's early experiences with learning
will help him or her become a self-confident, competent, cooperative
adult.

36. King’s Academy

The mission of King’s Academy is to educate all children by promoting
academic excellence with a curriculum that will motivate, educate, and
elevate them to become productive citizens.

King’s Academy’s primary educational model is an integrated literacy
program across the curriculum. Our integrated literacy program engages
our students in learning tasks that involve higher order thinking skills
across all content areas. Houghton Mifflin Harcourt is used as our core
curriculum along with other supplementary materials. This program is
aligned with the DPI’s standards for curriculum as well as the state
assessment. In this model we use the 2+ Reading and Math Approach
which is a 90 minute Reading/Language Arts block, 30 minutes of
reading skill building, plus Title I, plus Reading Intervention and plus the
KAED’s Program. The Math block includes, 45 minutes Math, 30
minutes of Math skills and practices, plus Title I, plus Math Intervention
and plus the KAED’s Program. This model is designed to help our
students gain a deeper understanding of complex issues and problems, as
well as an understanding that knowledge across disciplines is interrelated
and interactive.

37. Milwaukee Academy of Science

The Milwaukee Academy of Science serves 1,000+ students in grades
K4-11. The students come from all areas of Milwaukee, although the
majority of students are residents of the central city. Approximately 95
percent are African American, 1 percent are Caucasian, and the
remaining 4 percent are Hispanic, Asian American, and multiracial.
Approximately 91 percent of students qualify for free or reduced meals.
The school offers a longer school day and school year, as well as a strong
technology focus. The curriculum covers five domains: humanities and
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Est. 2011

Alper Akyurek

110 West Burleigh Street
Milwaukee, WI 53212
(414) 263-6400
alper@mmsacademy.org
www.mmsacademy.org
Grade Levels: KG-05

Columbus School

District
CESA 05

Est. 2007

Sue Sewell

200 West Fuller Street
Columbus, WI 53925

(920) 623-5952
sue_sewell@columbus.k12.wi.us
Grade Levels: KG-03

the arts, mathematics and science, character and ethics, health and
physical fitness, and practical arts and skills. At the Milwaukee Academy
of Science, a special emphasis is placed on science through its unique
partnership with the Milwaukee Science Education Consortium.

38. Milwaukee Math and Science Academy

The mission of Milwaukee Math and Science Academy is to create a
learning community in which:

e teachers, parents, and students work together to develop young
people who are confident and achieve academic excellence in a
powerful college prep curriculum;

e students do not question “whether” they will go to college, but
instead ask “when” and “where”;

e students understand that with hard work, dreams are possible;

e students develop the skills in math, science, and technology
necessary to become bold inquirers, analytical thinkers, and ethical
leaders in the 21st century; and

e students are empowered to become productively engaged in the
local community and broader society.

We create a school culture that is built on success, respect, and
accountability. The founders of Milwaukee Math and Science Academy
recognize that the success of students is dependent upon the school’s
ability to create a culture that fosters meaningful, sustained relationships
between teachers, students, and parents and holds all stakeholders
responsible for outcomes.

It is this culture that forms the foundation of our school. Milwaukee
Math and Science Academy builds this culture from the point of first
contact with families and throughout the students’ academic experience.

Bryan Davis

200 West School Street
(920) 623-5950
www.columbus.k12.wi.us

e Columbus, WI 53925-1453

39. Discovery Charter School

Discovery Charter School, in cooperation with parents and the
community, will empower students to become healthy, high achieving,
life-long learners through the exploration of science and technology.
Discovery Charter is an instrumentality of the Columbus School District,
and serves students in grades K-3.

Discovery Charter School provides an experience-filled opportunity for
children who have a natural interest (affinity) in science and nature.
Engaging science topics pull all of the curricular areas together, helping
children make sense of what they are learning. The excitement of
learning and exploring inside engaging, technology-filled classrooms,
tending the school gardens and greenhouse, getting out to explore the
backyard, area farms, woodlands, prairies, and streams provides
experiences that children will remember for a lifetime.



Crandon School

District
CESA 08

Est. 2000

Cheri Collins

9750 Highway 8 West
Crandon, WI 54520

(715) 478-6181
colliche@crandon.k12.wi.us
Grade Levels: 09-12

Cumberland School

District
CESA 11

Est. 2007

Cheryl Schnell

980 8th Avenue
Cumberland, WI 54829
(715) 822-5122 ext. 238
cschn@csdmail.com
Grade Levels: 07-08

Est. 2011

Barry Rose

1010 8th Avenue
Cumberland, WI 54829
(715) 822-5124 ext. 301
brose@csdmail.com
Grade Levels: KG-12

Jim Asher

9750 US Highway 8 West
(715) 478-6200
www.crandon.k12.wi.us

o Crandon, WI 54520-8499

40.

The Crandon Alternative Resource School is an innovative educational
program designed to serve at-risk students in grades 9-12 who have
experienced limited success in the traditional school setting of Crandon
Middle and High School and its present at-risk programs. The Crandon
Alternative Resource School is designed to create an environment that
promotes academic, social, physical, and emotional development for
students most at risk in the Crandon School District. It provides an
educational environment in an atmosphere sensitive to the needs of
individual at-risk students and focuses on changing negative approaches
to education to positive approaches leading to success.

Programs are created on an individual basis to accommodate the needs
and interests of nontraditional learners. The school is designed to place
emphasis on the development of programs for individual students,
leading to the fulfillment of the compulsory education requirements and
high school graduation or equivalency.

Crandon Alternative Resource School

Barry Rose

1010 8th Avenue

(715) 822-5124
www.cumberland.k12.wi.us

o Cumberland, WI 54829-9174

41.

The Island City Research Academy is a science research charter school
serving students in grades 7-8 and is an instrumentality of the
Cumberland School District. The mission of the Island City Research
Academy is to provide a thematic, research-based learning environment
that is student centered and encourages academic excellence. As students
progress in their research project they will use what they have learned to
create action projects that benefit the community. Students will obtain the
skills to develop into independent learners, creative problem solvers, and
socially responsible citizens. Parent involvement in the charter school is a
key component of success. Using interactive assessment technology,
students will receive individualized instruction in reading and math. The
Island City Research Academy has created an Educational Partnership
Program that provides students with working relationships with experts
and provides opportunities for students to experience the real-world
connection to their learning and helps them explore career options.

Island City Research Academy

42.

The Island City Virtual Academy is an online virtual school (grades PK-
12) operating in conjunction with the Cumberland School District. It is
the mission of the Island City Virtual Academy to provide student access
to a challenging, high-quality, standards-driven curriculum, in an
environment that is self-paced and accommodating to students’ varying
physical locations, individualized plans, and time frames. Students
engage in individualized instruction and programming using state-of-the-

Island City Virtual Academy
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D. C. Everest Area

School District
CESA 09

Est. 2011

Mark Holbrook

6500 Alderson Street
Weston, WI 54476

(715) 359-6561 ext. 4237
mholbrook@dce.k12.wi.us
Grade Levels: 06-12

Denmark School

* District
CESA 07

Est. 2001

Mark Meisner

450 North Wall Street
Denmark, WI 54208

(920) 863-4153
meisnerm@denmark.k12.wi.us
Grade Levels: 07-12

Eau Claire Area

School District
CESA 10

Est. 2002

Todd Johnson

400 Cameron Street

Eau Claire, WI 54703

(715) 852-6952
tjohnson3@ecasd.k12.wi.us
Grade Levels: K4-05

art technologies to gain the skills and knowledge necessary to succeed in
the 21* century. Students can also participate in activities and services
provided to the rest of the district’s students. The Island City Virtual
Academy offers a full spectrum of courses, allowing students to achieve
all graduation requirements.

Kristine Gilmore
6300 Alderson Street
(715) 359-4221
www.dce.k12.wi.us

o Weston, WI 54476-3908

43. IDEA Charter School

The IDEA Charter School will foster individualized learning and promote
the capacity of our students to collaborate in building a just and
sustainable global community. We will do this by engaging in real-world
learning; primarily through student driven Project Based learning
opportunities. We will use the rich natural and human resources
available in the greater central Wisconsin area. A hallmark of this
learning community will be leadership, civic engagement, original
research, responsible collaboration, and self-motivated learning all
delivered within an atmosphere of caring, responsibility, and respect for
the diversity of each learner.

Tony Klaubauf

450 North Wall Street
(920) 863-4005
www.denmark.k12.wi.us

e Denmark, WI 54208-9416

44. Denmark Empowerment Charter School

The Denmark Empowerment Charter School (DECS) specializes in
meeting the needs of underachieving, at-risk students of the Denmark
School District. Our program emphasizes rigor, relevance, and
relationships in meeting the social, emotional, behavioral, and academic
needs of our students. Through differentiated instruction and a student-
centered approach, we help students build stronger connections between
learning and their own worlds. Project Based learning allows us to make
learning relevant to the individual learner while a strong commitment to
service projects and outdoor pursuits allow us to create a strongly bonded
community of learners. We strive to incorporate 21% Century skills
through authentic, technology-rich projects, and we make time for
reflection and celebration.

Ronald A. Heilmann
500 Main Street
(715) 852-3002
www.ecasd.k12.wi.us

o Eau Claire, W| 54701-3770

45. Chippewa Valley Montessori Charter School

The mission of the Chippewa Valley Montessori Charter School is to
provide an opportunity for area elementary students to learn, using
Montessori principles of education. The academic program of the school
allows students to work at their own pace within a multiage setting.
Children learn in a carefully created enriched environment. Students are



Est. 1996

Pete Riley

1266 McKinley Road
Eau Claire, WI 54703
(715) 852-6901
priley@ecasd.k12.wi.us
Grade Levels: 06-12

Elkhorn Area

School District
CESA 02

Est. 2000

Jerry Hawver

400 County Highway H
Elkhorn, WI 53121
(262) 741-8352
hawverj@gtc.edu
Grade Levels: 09-12

encouraged to make decisions, solve problems, make appropriate
choices, and manage their own time.

The Chippewa Valley Montessori Charter School has the following
goals: to provide high-quality Montessori education to area students in
grades K4-5, to provide an environment that combines freedom and
responsibility and allows children a more active role in their own
learning, to facilitate student exploration and creativity, to provide an
opportunity for students to succeed and meet high standards of academic
excellence, social awareness, moral development, and to develop
independent learners with sound decision-making skills.

46. McKinley Charter School

The mission of the McKinley Charter School is to educate students for
responsible behavior in their home, school, and community. The school
meets students where they are and helps them move forward
academically and behaviorally. The discipline model used is designed to
foster self-control.

McKinley Charter School has five components. Each component serves
a specific population and delivers a unique curriculum. Two components
are located on-site. The Credit Component serves students in grades 6-12,
and the Competency Component serves 17- to 20-year-old students. The
third component is the Detention Center, located at the Eau Claire
County Courthouse. This component provides educational services to
students who are detained in the Northwest Regional Detention Center.
The fourth component provides educational services to students under the
age of 21 who have not completed a high school diploma and are housed
in the Eau Claire County Jail. The fifth component is Homebound
Services, provided to Eau Claire Area School District students who will
be absent from school for 30 days or more.

Gregory A. Wescott

3 North Jackson Street
(262) 723-3160
www.elkhorn.k12.wi.us

o Elkhorn, WI 53121-1905

47. Walworth Co Educ Consortium Alternative High

The Alternative High School (AHS) is a creation of the Walworth County
Educational Consortium, a partnership of Gateway Technical College
(GTC), Lakeland School, and Badger, Delavan-Darien, and Elkhorn Area
School Districts. The school was established in August 1990 to serve the
11th and 12th grade students at risk of not graduating from the three local
high schools. In August 1992, Williams Bay and Big Foot High Schools
participated on a tuition basis and then joined the consortium in 1994.
The AHS achieved charter school status in the summer of 2000. Our
Governance Board is comprised of representatives from the five
consortium high schools.

It is the mission of the Alternative High School to provide an
environment, which promotes the academic, emotional, social, and
vocational growth and development of those students whose needs are
not being met by the traditional school setting. Our goals are to have
AHS students successfully complete a program leading to graduation,
and a successful post-graduate career in one of four areas; college,
vocational, military, or trades person. We shall accomplish these goals
through innovative use of technology broad-based curricula, diverse
teaching strategies, community involvement, and varied authentic
assessment of progress and performance. It is also our goal to help our
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Flambeau School

District
CESA 10

Est. 2003

John Kopacz

N4540 County Highway I

Tony, WI 54563

(715) 532-5559 ext. 308
john_kopacz@flambeau.k12.wi.us
Grade Levels: 11-12

Est. 2006

John Kopacz

N5377 Maple Street

Tony, WI 54563

(715) 532-5559 ext. 308
john_kopacz@flambeau.k12.wi.us
Grade Levels: 09-12

Gillett School

District
CESA 08

Est. 2011

Sarah Vande Corput

208 West Main Street

Gillett, WI 54124

(920) 855-2137 ext. 291
svandecorput@gillett.k12.wi.us

students live as productive, contributing members of society

William |. Pfalzgraf

P.O. Box 86

(715) 532-3183
www.flambeau.k12.wi.us

o Tony, WI 54563-0086

48. Flambeau Charter School

The Flambeau Charter School is open to high school juniors and seniors
as a student-driven, independent-learner, Project Based, performance and
portfolio-assessed program with emphasis on career and technology skill
development. The mission of the Flambeau Charter School is to empower
capable high school students to explore and acquire competencies in
emerging technologies and career exploration opportunities and to attain
graduation, certification, or an advanced degree in an independent
learning environment of academic rigor and real life application.

Charter students may participate in either a state-certified work-
experience, youth apprenticeship program, and/or obtain a teacher-
mentor who is willing to work with them to develop an independent
project in their career of interest that goes above and beyond what is
offered in traditional course offerings. The goals of the school include
expansion to allow students to (1) explore or master a specific career area
with the use of technology; (2) complete credit and certification courses;
(3) secure dual credit, certification, or advance standing at a
postsecondary institution; and (4) move seamlessly from the high school
to the world of work, the military, or postsecondary training.

49. Whitetail Academy Charter School

The Whitetail Academy Charter School is open to at-risk students in
grades 9-12 who wish to pursue a high school diploma in an alternative
setting. The mission of the Whitetail Academy Charter School is to
empower at-risk students to work on a self-paced curriculum and earn
credit in a competency-based school rather than in a traditional semester
system. Each student has an Individualized Educational Plan (IEP) that
seeks to meet his or her needs. All students in the Whitetail Academy
Charter School must seek and maintain a part-time job, in conjunction
with the School-to-Work program.

The targeted population of the Whitetail Academy Charter School is
made up of at-risk youth who are in need of some intervention in their
educational plan in order to either graduate or make up lost credits.
Social skills, employability skills, and teen issues are also emphasized to
help the at-risk students overcome the issues that interfere with their
education.

Kyle Ransom

P.O. Box 227

(920) 855-2137
www.gillett.k12.wi.us

o Gillett, WI 54124-0227

50. CRES Charter School

CRES is Gillett’s School of Creative Thought, and is motivated by two
primary concepts. The first is that creativity is vital to education and
society. The second concept is that children learn from multiple
modalities and that the arts can serve as a way to further that idea. The
arts serve as a vehicle that can reinforce academic concepts, but also are



Grade Levels: K4-05

Est. 2011

Sarah Vande Corput

208 West Main Street

Gillett, WI 54124

(920) 855-2137 ext. 291
svandecorput@gillett.k12.wi.us
Grade Levels: 06-12

Glenwood City

School District
CESA 11

Est. 2000

Tim Johnson

850 Maple Street
Glenwood City, WI 54013
(715) 265-4757

enriched by being linked to areas of academic study. Linking areas of
study helps to create opportunities for integrated teaching between
academic areas and areas in the humanities. Art infusion within the
classroom helps students to connect these areas intellectually, which not
only gives them a greater depth of knowledge but also increases a
student’s motivation in their learning. Every child can learn and every
child has talent which should be nurtured so that they can develop into
self-directed, self-confident, and very self-aware learners. As a result of
this, children generate a love for learning through their love for the arts;
each is encouraged to be expressive and very self-disciplined.

The program utilizes technology aggressively in a hybrid learning
environment. Technology engages students in exciting ways, these
learning tools are interactive, monitor skill development, and adjust
learning tasks to match each child’s needs and interests. Everything from
basic skills through advanced musical talent is being developed in
modules that help students become better learners and artists. The hybrid
model employed by CRES8 uses various approaches ranging from time
spent with the teacher in large- or small-group settings, online and
computer-enhanced instruction, and with performing and fine arts at
every elementary grade level in infused lessons. The technologies
enhancing education range from online and computer based learning
modules, to [Pads and laptops, to drawing Bamboo’s, keyboards and
other musical instruments.

51. Gillett’s Occupation and Leadership (GOAL)

Academy Charter School

The focus of Gillett’s Occupation and Leadership (GOAL) Academy
Charter School is to guide students toward career readiness. The vision
and mission of GOAL Academy adopts an underlying principal of
student potential through an enriched course selection centered around
hands on learning. GOAL’s mission is to allow each and every student to
reach their maximum potential through blended, virtual, and face to face
instruction.

GOAL students assist in developing an enriched curriculum to match
their own career pathways. Students are influential in deciding their
career pathways and curriculum development. Courses are individualized
to reflect each student’s personal interests and unique capabilities, and
include the Arts, Music, Agriculture, Criminal Forensics, Diesel
Mechanics, Small Engines, Aeronautics, and Business. The core STEM
curriculum prepares students to perform to the best of their ability in
science, technology, engineering, and math — fields from which 80% of
the new careers will evolve in the next decade. All core courses are
taught by highly qualified teachers utilizing technology. Instruction
combines online and blended learning, fieldtrips, business-based off
campus classes, and face-to-face instruction with a lot of personal and
small group attention.

Timothy J. Emholtz
850 Maple Street
(715) 265-4757
www.gcsd.k12.wi.us

o (Glenwood City, WI 54013

52. Transitional Skills Center

The Transitional Skills Center of Glenwood City is designed for students
in grades 10-12 who have not found success in the regular high school.
The center provides an environment that promotes academic, personal,
and social skills; independent living; positive decision making; goal
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Elizabeth Haltimer
(715) 265-4266
haltibet@gcsd.k12.wi.us
Grade Levels: 10-12

Grantsburg School
District
CESA 11
Est. 2007

Karl Peterson

445 East State Road 70
Grantsburg, W1 54840

(715) 318-2888 ext. 2001

or toll free (866) 800-0027 option 2
kpeterson@k]12insightwi.org
Grade Levels: 09-12

Green Bay Area

* Public Schools
CESA 07

Est. 2011

Matt Draheim

1420 Harvey Street
Green Bay, WI 54302
(920) 272-7074
mjdraheim@gbaps.org
Grade Levels: 08-12

setting; career exploration; employability; and wellness for life to assist
students in becoming self-sufficient, contributing members of society.

The program components include a commitment to basic skill
instruction for those students deficient in this area, independent study,
and active parent involvement.

Joni Burgin

480 East James Avenue
(715) 463-5499
www.gk12.net

o Grantsburg, WI 54840-7959

53. Imsight School of Wisconsin

Insight School of Wisconsin unites expertise in online learning with
cutting edge technology to provide a quality educational option for
Wisconsin families. Within broad semester guidelines, students study at
the time of day that suits them, in the environment in which they learn
best, and with flexibility around how quickly or slowly they progress
through their coursework.

Insight School of Wisconsin offers the best in high school online
learning. The school is designed for student success - delivering an
unmatched mentoring program, broad and flexible curriculum, excellent
instruction, in-person meeting sites, and all of the administrative and
technology support required for students to meet their goals. Insight
students grasp new concepts, find answers, earn their high school
diploma, and prepare for tomorrow using today’s top curriculum and the
latest computer technology.

Michelle Langenfeld
P.O. Box 23387

(920) 448-2100
www.greenbay.k12.wi.us

o Green Bay, WI 54303-3387

54. John Dewey Academy of Learning

John Dewey Academy of Learning (JDAL) provides students with a
choice to immerse themselves in 21% century skills through
Project Based learning. JDAL is a collaborative, interdisciplinary,
technology-rich learning environment. JDAL stresses community
building, both at the school and in the Green Bay area. The student-
centered approach and differentiated instruction relate learning to the real
world, creating a climate of authentic learning. JDAL is dedicated to the
mission of providing students with a rigorous Project Based curriculum
and a safe, caring community in which to learn. We do this by
developing the whole person — academically, professionally, and
personally. The final goal of JDAL is to assist students in reaching their
full potential.



Green Lake School
¥ District
CESA 06

Est. 2008

Debra Kneser

612 Mill Street

Green Lake, WI 54941
(920) 294-6411
kneserd@glsd.k12.wi.us
Grade Levels: 07-08

Greendale School

District
X CESA 01

Est. 2003

Leni Dietrich

5900 South 51st Street

Greendale, W1 53129

(414) 423-2750
leni.dietrich@greendale.k12.wi.us
Grade Level: K4

Ken Bates

P.O. Box 369

(920) 294-6411
www.glsd.k12.wi.us

o Green Lake, WI 54941-0369

55. Green Lake Global and Environmental Learning
Community

The Green Lake Global and Environmental Academy is an environ-
mentally-focused school for 7th and 8th grade students which includes
both regular education students and students with special needs.

The Green Lake Global and Environmental Academy students’ needs
are met through standards-based, interdisciplinary, integrated instruction
in a multiple-year classroom, with the environment of Green Lake
serving as the tool through which all subjects are taught. The curriculum
framework is built upon the International Baccalaurcate Middle Years
Program. Learning is focused on the local environment and outreaches
connections to state, national, and global topics.

Learning begins with a local focus and becomes more global and
far reaching. Students explore themes of our many overlapping
environments, while developing academic knowledge and skills and
demonstrating personal and social responsibility for all living systems.

A key component of the school is the ten expeditionary field study
days. During these days students are involved in hands-on learning and
“real-world” problems working productively and cooperatively in a
multicultural environment. Students are encouraged to consider multiple
perspectives and intercultural awareness fostering tolerance, respect, and
empathy. Students must be effective language users adept at writing and
speaking. They must be committed to the intellectual virtues of
objectivity, respect for the truth, and social and moral awareness. The
curriculum is rigorous, comprehensive, and interdisciplinary based on a
global and environmental perspective that prepares students for success.
The curriculum is organized around interdisciplinary themes that probe
our environment and world around us.

William H. Hughes

5900 South 51st Street
(414) 423-2700
www.greendale.k12.wi.us

e Greendale, Wl 53129-2699

56. Time 4 Learning Charter School

The mission of the Time 4 Learning Charter School is to provide an
exemplary early intervention program for four year-old children in the
Village of Greendale, with primary emphasis on reducing the
achievement gap facing children from low socioeconomic status homes.
The primary goal of the school is to provide children with early learning
experiences that meet their unique developmental needs and promote
growth in all areas: intellectual, social, emotional, and motor. The
curriculum focuses on providing children with the language and literacy
skills that are essential to future success in school through a variety of
exploratory and play-based experiences that build strong literacy,
language, and math skills as well as self-confidence and other school-
readiness skills. In addition to a strong academic and social component
for preschoolers, the Time 4 Learning Charter School provides a parent
education component that recognizes the important role of parents in
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Hartland-Lakeside

J3 School District
CESA 01

Est. 2010

Theresa Jilek

651 East Imperial Drive
Hartland, WI 53029
(262) 369-6720
dkrisch@hartlake.org
Grade Levels: 03-04

Est. 2010

Maria Fricker

800 East North Shore Drive
Hartland, WI 53029

(262) 369-6700 ext. 1180
mfricker@hartlake.org
Grade Levels: 06-08

providing the foundation for their child’s education.

Glenn Schilling

800 East North Shore Drive
(262) 369-6743
www.hartlake.org

o Hartland, WI 53029-2713

57. Hartland School of Community Learning

The Hartland School of Community Learning (HCI) will include a rich
'community as context' placed-based curriculum and the incorporation of
art and design principles into its innovative learning environment.

The HCI is a multiage small learning community that will include:

e A 'generative curriculum' established from the collective voices and
choices of the community of students, families, and educators.

e Multiage peers: a learning community for students to be able to make
continuous progress and achieve in a multiage environment.

e Brain-based learning: An innovative physical space and learning
environment that corresponds to applicable brain-based research and
development. For instance, collaborative learning balanced with
individualized learning; nurturing reflective thinking, choices for
students how they learn and how they demonstrate, and the use of the
outside world as learning platforms.

. Community as learning resource: The community often serves
as the context for learning; and community elders and experts are
important in that learning.

. Technology implemented as an "anytime, anywhere" capacity
for student learning
. Additional Design features will be developed in areas like

Problem/Project Based learning, Meta-cognition and self assessment
learning systems, and innovative eportfolio developments

58. LIFE Charter School

The LIFE Charter School (Learn, Investigate, Fieldwork, Experience)
offers experiences and learning that connects knowledge and skills to real
world application. Students working in a community-based learning
environment will find satisfaction in stretching their learning to endless
opportunities. In this model, student collaboration leading to generative
curriculum is central to the performance and production of rigorous
academic outcomes. Students working in a given enterprise will need to
think like scientists, mathematicians, historians, playwrights, and
researchers -- to name just a few -- and apply techniques and methods
that express innovation, creativity, communication, and problem solving.

The vision of the LIFE Charter School is to provide a place-based
venue for students to learn, in an integrated manner, academic subjects
through; initially, an actual working organic farm, and then through other
student initiatives. LIFE will reciprocate learning between integrated
curriculum and student-initiated projects and the opportunity for several
entrepreneurial business enterprises. Students from all ability levels will
work simultaneously in a collaborative inquiry environment.

The LIFE Charter School itself will mirror the complexity and vibrancy
of an ecosystem -- a community for learning. John Dewey said it well
over a hundred years ago, “The school must itself be a community life in
all which that implies...one where there is give and take in the building
up of a common experience.”



Hayward
Community School

District
CESA 12

Est. 2003

Kathryn Hexum

15574 Highway 77
Hayward, WI 54843

(715) 934-2112
khexum@hayward.k12.wi.us
Grade Levels: KG-12

Est. 2001

Monica White

15930 West Fifth Street
Hayward, WI 54843

(715) 634-8924 ext. 313
mwhite@hayward.k12.wi.us
Grade Levels: PK-05

Highland School

District
CESA 03

Est. 2010

Shannon Straka

1030 Cardinal Drive
Highland, WI 53543

(608) 929-4525
sstraka@highland . k12.wi.us
Grade Levels: 06-08

Craig Olson

15930 West 5th Street
(715) 634-2619
www.hayward.k12.wi.us

o Hayward, WI 54843

59.

The Hayward Center for Individualized Learning (HACIL) is a year-
round charter school that serves students in grades KG-12, although it is
open to all who meet the Hayward Community School District
requirements for enrollment.

Parents consult with a Wisconsin-certified teacher to develop an
individualized educational plan incorporating goals to ensure students
make satisfactory progress in meeting state and district standards and
benchmarks. Instruction is multisite-based and may include virtual
classes, parent-directed activities, small-group enrichment, community-
based programs, traditional classroom instruction within the district, or a
combination of programs.

The HACIL plan is structured to incorporate the contributions of those
who are willing to share their time, energy, and expertise in addressing
the diverse needs of children. Through shared strengths and flexible
programming, HACIL serves at-risk students, reduces achievement gaps,
promotes career and technology education, and encourages parent and
community involvement.

Hayward Center for Individualized Learning

60. Waadookodaading Charter School

The mission of Waadookodaading, or The Place Where We Help Each
Other, is to create fluent speakers of the Ojibwe language and who can
meet the challenges of a rapidly changing world. The school is a
community center for language revitalization, local environmental
understanding, and intergenerational relationships. Students are grounded
in local Ojibwe language, culture, and traditions and develop an
awareness of global concerns. The school’s aim is to foster a love of
learning while teaching the skills that will enable students to create
solutions for their community and the wider world.

All subjects are taught in the Ojibwe language. Ojibwe culture and
values guide the mission, and the school bases its framework on these
themes. The goal is that through deeply integrating both high academic
standards and the Ojibwe language, students will become thoughtful,
skillful, and articulate community members.

David Romstad

P.O. Box 2850

(608) 929-4525
www.highland.k12.wi.us

o Highland, WI 53543-2850

61. Highland Community Middle School

Highland Community Middle School (HCMS) is the first middle school
in the state to fully convert to a charter school.

Perched atop one of Southwestern Wisconsin's highest ridges in the
Driftless Region, Highland Community Middle School (HCMS) is an
innovative place-based learning community for middle school students
that values its small town roots while building the capacity in its students
to be 21st century learners and leaders.

Highland Community Middle School blends nine fundamental tenets
into its learning community:
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Hortonville Area

School District
CESA 06

Est. 2011

John Brattlund

220 Warner Street
Hortonville, WI 54944
(920) 779-7922 ext. 26108
johnbrattlund@hasd.org
Grade Levels: 06-08

Janesville School

District
CESA 02

Est. 2005

Karen Schulte

31 West Milwaukee Street
Janesville, WI 53548

(608) 743-5045
kschulte@janesville.k12.wi.us
Grade Levels: 11-12

e Place-based, project learning where community connections provide
ample opportunities for student projects, field studies, seminars,
workshops, internships, and interdisciplinary learning to take place.

e Multiage learning community that fundamentally restructures the
student grouping.

e 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students in daily multiage teams learning core
standards.

e Embedded leadership development in its integrated curriculum design.

e Citizenship Studies for life: Three major components frame HCMS
pedagogy and they are 2l1st century, life-long learning skills,
productive service leadership, and integrated place-based studies.

e Embedded research and presentation technology in field studies and
projects.

e Community elders and experts involved in daily facets of the school's
learning.

e Historical, Economic, and Environmental Science Development
Initiatives conceived, designed, and run by the students.

o Field studies collaboration with natural resource professionals.

Heidi Schmidt
P.0. Box 70
(920) 779-7900
www..k12.wi.us

o Hortonville, WI 54944-0070

62. Fox West Academy

Fox West Academy is a middle level charter school serving 60 students
of the Hortonville Area School District and nearby districts in grades 6-8
(approximately 20 students per grade level). Integrated subject areas,
flexible grouping, collaboration with other students, and Project Based
learning are integral components of Fox West Academy. The goal of Fox
West Academy is to provide Hortonville area students with a learning
option that unites learning in the classroom with experiences in
surrounding communities in order to foster meaningful, personalized
learning and provide students with opportunities to demonstrate the
applications of academic content.

The mission of Fox West Academy, in partnership with the community,
is to provide Project Based learning opportunities that strengthen each
individual learner's unique learning styles, intelligences, and interests.

Karen Schulte

527 South Franklin Street
(608) 743-5050
www.janesville.k12.wi.us

e Janesville, WI 53548-4779

63. Janesville Academy for International Studies

The Janesville Academy for International Studies provides juniors and
seniors from Janesville high schools the opportunity to apply critical
inquiry and problem solving from one of three areas of concentration:
(1) international business; (2) global issues; and (3) international
languages. This school also provides an optional short-term international
field study as a highlight of the learning experience.

The Janesville Academy for International Studies school includes a
student-generated, problem-based study that culminates in a research
paper and juried presentation before a panel of selected educators, peers,
and community members. The Janesville Academy for International
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Kurt Krueger
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Yolanda Cargile
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Karen Schulte
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Studies has infused those technology-driven competencies into its
instructional framework. Its working assumption is that in a digital world,
students need to be able to use information and communication
technologies for in-depth analysis, synthesis, and evaluation.

64. Janesville Virtual Academy

The mission of the Janesville Virtual Academy states, “The Janesville
Virtual Academy’s certified teaching and mentoring staff brings students,
parents, and community together in a standards-based, contemporary
learning environment. Students engage in individualized instruction and
programming using state of the art technologies to gain the skills and
knowledge necessary to succeed in the 21st century.

The Janesville Virtual Academy envisions a learning environment that
expands the opportunities available for students whose needs can best be
met with an online curriculum. By expanding student educational
opportunities, we will: build learning communities through virtual
connections, empower students to achieve new heights in education, and
meet the needs of a diverse student population.”

65. Rock River Charter School

The Rock River Charter School serves at-risk students in grades 9-12
who are not finding success in the traditional school setting. The school
recognizes that not all students learn in the same way. Innovative
curricula and delivery methods are used to reach all students.

There are four programs available. The Alternative-At-Risk Program
serves students in grades 9-12 with an integrated hands-on curriculum.
The School Age Parent Program provides an education to school-age
parents and pregnant teens. The E-Learning Program, a computer-
assisted learning lab, assists 17-20 year-old students who need to earn ten
or fewer credits to receive a high school diploma. The General
Evaluation Diploma (GED) Option #2 Program works with students who
have senior status but need more than ten credits to graduate and are able
to complete and successfully test out of the program in two semesters in
order to receive their high school diploma.

66. TAGOS Leadership Academy

The TAGOS Leadership Academy provides innovative educational
programming to meet the needs of students at risk of not achieving their
fullest potential. The TAGOS Leadership Academy provides students the
opportunities to learn and grow in a Project Based school modeled, in
part, after the EdVisions Model and be a part of a supportive and safe
environment where individuality and community are instilled for lifelong
success.

The TAGOS Leadership Academy aims at educating the “whole child”
so that they may meet their fullest potential and become successful
thinkers, learners, and leaders. Curriculum for the TAGOS Leadership
Academy consists of student-driven Project Based learning experiences
along with a self-directed, computerized-accelerated math program. The
TAGOS Academy provides a rigorous education in a unique format.
The emphasis at the TAGOS Leadership Academy remains on student
success. The TAGOS Leadership Academy builds a love for independent,
life-long learning.
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Kenneth Kortens

509 Lawe Street

Kaukauna, WI 54130

(920) 766-6544
kortensk@kaukauna.k12.wi.us
Grade Levels: 01-04

Mary Weber

1701 County Road CE
(920) 766-6100
www.kaukauna.k12.wi.us

o Kaukauna, WI 54130-3916

67. New Directions Learning Community

New Directions Learning Community (NDLC) is a charter school serving
approximately 100 students in grades 1-3 with the intent of expanding to
grades 4K-4 in the coming years. NDLC believes that literacy empowers
people. Literacy — reading, writing, and speaking — is the backbone of our
school because it allows people to have a voice and make informed
decisions.

NDLC provides a workshop-based curriculum aligned to the Wisconsin
Model Academic Standards and Common CORE Standards. The
workshop approach is built on individualized instruction aimed at
growing readers, writers, and problem solvers for the real world.

Key components of the workshop include explicit strategy instruction
as well as choice in independent reading, writing, and mathematics. This
structure also provides extended periods of time to engage authentic
reading, writing, and mathematics. Inquiry Circles and hands-on learning
are used to implement science and social studies standards.

Teachers at NDLC look at the strengths and needs of each learner to
nudge each child forward. NDLC believes in growing student leaders
through shared responsibility in the classroom both in environment and
academics.

68. Park Community Charter School

The Park Community Charter School curriculum ties directly into our
community. Students are invited and encouraged to take the learning that
is taught within the classroom and bring it to the “outside world.”
Community resources are invited into the school. Our two learning
partners are Kaukauna Utilities and 1000 Islands Environmental Center.
Our students utilize the facilities at these partners on a continual basis to
bring our classroom experiences alive. We are the only elementary
school in Wisconsin to utilize the NEED curriculum as the basis of our
science program. NEED stands for National Energy Education
Development project. More information can be found at www.NEED.org
. We have the full cooperation of Kaukauna Utilities to help our students
fully understand wind, hydro, solar, and fossil fuel technologies in
relation to energy production. Our program is committed to helping our
students understand the changes that have and will occur in our
environment and community. Our partnership with the 1000 Island
Environmental Center will help our students see changes in our local eco
system as they visit the many trails and islands in their facility. We will
also be placing a river table at the environmental center to help our
students understand how natural and manmade events affect the river that
is the heart of our community.

If you would like more information about our school visit our website
at: www.pccscharter.org or on Facebook.
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69. Brompton School

The Brompton School offers a challenging and inclusive academically-
focused curriculum. The school’s program is based on the belief that a
solid foundation in basic skills and content knowledge is the cornerstone
of academic success, reading is the key to educational achievement,
education should be a sequential process which builds upon previous
knowledge and that structured learning experiences and development of
study skills are essential.

The Brompton School maintains small class sizes, a challenging
program, high expectations for student success and a high degree of
parental involvement. It is the school’s philosophy that success earned
through hard work will develop self-worth, confidence, and ensure future
achievement; the success children achieve through their own efforts
cultivates a desire to achieve greater success.

70. Dimensions of Learning Academy

The Dimensions of Learning Academy is a standards-based school of
choice focusing on lifelong learning, serving students in grades KG-8 in
Kenosha Unified School District No. 1. Two unique programs,
Dimensions Extensions and Dimensions Connections, further define the
school’s organizational and management structures. The Dimensions
Extensions program consists of extended before and after-school
programming for the Dimensions of Learning Academy.

Dimensions Connections organizes the parental involvement for the
entire school program. The parental involvement for this school is
organized as an integral part of the school’s design. The goal is
implementation of a curriculum based on integration of reasoning skills
coupled with the targeting of student acquisition of academic as well as
lifelong learning standards.

71. Harborside Academy

Harborside Academy is a 9-12 grade Expeditionary Learning charter high
school located in Kenosha Wisconsin. Harborside’s school design
combines rigorous academic content and real-world projects. Students
participate in “learning expeditions” which involve in-depth study of
engaging topics coupled with active teaching, fieldwork, and community
service.

The school design focuses on teaching in an engaging way. Harborside
has a rigorous curriculum and promotes high levels of student
engagement through real-world learning focused on issues of concern to
young people. The curriculum will have a strong fieldwork component.
Students have the experience of authentic service to the community as an
ethic that permeates the school community and as an important element
of their academic work. Students also learn that values such as
collaboration, perseverance, and craftsmanship are essential to the
production of high-quality work. Staff emphasize post secondary
preparation, professional quality student work, and engaging students
through active pedagogy.

37



38

Est. 2006

Kris Keckler

6121 Green Bay Road, Suite #100

Kenosha, WI 53142

(262) 359-7715
kkeckler@kusd.edu
Grade Levels: 06-12

Est. 2007

Angela Andersson
6811 18th Avenue
Kenosha, WI 53143
(262) 359-3800
aanderss@kusd.edu
Grade Levels: K4-08

Est. 1997

Ellen Becker

5821 10th Avenue
Kenosha, WI 53140
(262) 359-4540
ebecker@kusd.edu
Grade Levels: 06-08

Kettle Moraine

School District
CESA 01

Est. 2011

Valerie Schmitz
349 North Oak Crest Drive
Wales, WI 53183

72. Kenosha eSchool

The Kenosha eSchool is a full-service online virtual school operating in
conjunction with the Wisconsin eSchool Network, Inc. The Kenosha
eSchool exists to meet students’ needs by employing new and emerging
technologies and providing access to a high-quality, standards-driven,
common-assessments curriculum in an environment that is self-paced and
accommodating to students’ varying physical locations, individualized
plans, and time frames. The Kenosha eSchool offers a full spectrum of
courses, allowing students to achieve all grade level and graduation
requirements.

73. Kenosha School of Technology Enhanced

Curriculum (KTEC)

The study of technology is a major thrust of the Kenosha School of
Technology Enhanced Curriculum (KTEC). The skills and knowledge of
reading, writing, mathematics, social studies, fitness, health, culture,
music, art, teamwork, integrity, civics, and many more will be couched in
a technology framework. KTEC students will be competent readers of
technical literature. They will also be competent writers of technical
documents. Mathematical concepts will be taught with solid examples of
applications to advance technology and engineering.

The best education minds in this country continue to say that the skills
and competence of being able to read and comprehend technical literature
and write technical documents are critical to a child’s success in our
society. KTEC embraces this challenge and will teach the most essential
benchmarks in a technology-driven framework. KTEC has the potential
to take the 21st Century Skills concepts and implement those concepts in
a school immerged in technology in virtually every curricula area.

74. Paideia Charter School Academy

Paideia Academy is a school of choice, serves students in grades 6-8 in
Kenosha Unified School District. Paideia is a curriculum philosophy, and
the Paideia Academy is the first school in Wisconsin to implement this
approach. Instruction is accomplished through three techniques: didactic,
coaching, and seminar, and aims to use Socratic questioning and critical
thinking to link problem solving strategies with real-life situations.

Paideia Academy is a learning community dedicated to drawing upon
and further developing the curiosity in each member of the school -
learning, sharing, caring, and growing in the process. We embrace
learning as a partnership among students, parents, staff, and the
community. We believe in cooperation, creating teams of learners, and
individual life long knowledge seekers through vigorous education using
the Paideia Principles of Learning.

Patricia Deklotz
563 A. J. Allen Circle
(262) 968-6300
www.kmsd.edu

75. KM Global Charter School for Leadership and

Innovation
KM Global is a unique learning environment providing students with the
tools and experiences to contribute innovative thought and solutions to

o Wales, WI 53183-6949
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Kiel, WI 53042

(920) 693-8255
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Grade Levels: 07-12

complex global challenges, and to Know, Be, and Do the work of global

leadership. KM Global incorporates a unique curriculum, assessment

framework, and delivery model to build a comprehensive learning

environment.

Key components include:

1. Knowing: Attainment of specific learning outcomes guided by
rigorous core content standards.

2. Being: Development of dispositions that will foster responsibility
for personal leadership.

3. Doing: Participation in learning through projects; internships;
travel; and other relevant experiences.

The mission of KM Global High School for Global Leadership and
Innovation is to cultivate a global perspective through academic
excellence, active engagement, and development of leadership identity.

76. School for Arts and Performance

The Kettle Moraine School for Arts and Performance (KM Perform) is a
9-12 school serving students with strong interests or ability in the
arts. KM Perform students choose an area of focus on Art, Creative
Writing, Drama or Music that serves as a focal point for the four year
academic and arts curriculum. Through an Interdisciplinary Learning
Collaborative model of learning, students work with content experts and
guest artists to earn credit in a focused series of seminars and workshops.
Students earn credit through achievement of learning targets and
personalization of learning is encouraged by using artistic experiences.

KM Perform is designed to prepare creative and skilled students
capable of meaningful creative and artistic experiences in relevant career
paths. Perform students can expect to prepare for either a college arts
program or any other rigorous academic program with an emphasis on
creativity, collaboration, and innovation. English and history credit is
achieved through humanities seminars exploring content in-depth while
connecting the learning to one or more of the arts. Mathematics and
science is delivered through KM Perform’s Applied Mathematics and
Design curriculum where students engage in 2D and 3D
conceptualizations of science and math concepts. Electives, foreign
languages, and physical education are also offered as part of the KM
Perform school day. All KM Perform students engage in a two year
capstone portfolio project.

Louise Blankenheim
P.0. Box 201

(920) 894-2266
www.kiel.k12.wi.us

o Kiel, WI 53042-0201

77. Kiel eSchool

Kiel eSchool is an online school through which students in grades 7-12
access the district-approved internet courses with the assistance of online
teachers as well as a licensed educator serving as a local mentor/teacher
and personal/family coach. The school was designed to ensure the
success of those students whose needs are not adequately met in the
traditional classroom.

Kiel eSchool provides accelerated learning opportunities for high-
achieving students, as well as the described nontraditional learners.
Students “attend” classes on their home computers, in the home-base
classroom located in the lower level of the Kiel Area District Office
building, and in individual building libraries and technology centers.
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Heidi Smith

12121 County Highway XX
Newton, WI 53063

(920) 693-8255
hsmith@kiel.k12.wi.us
Grade Levels: K4-04
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Tim Fosshage

W2662 Kennedy Avenue
Kimberly, WI 54136
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Est. 2011

Michael McCabe

217 East Kimberly Avenue
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mmccabe@kimberly.k12.wi.us
Grade Levels: 08-12

Students can participate in all activities and services provided to the rest
of the district’s students. These support services include access to the
guidance department, special education coordinator, and school-to-work
coordinator, participation in extracurricular activities, and so on.

78. Meeme LEADS Charter School

The Kiel Area School District has established a nongraded, multiage
charter school serving students in kindergarten through fourth grade at
the demonstration site of Meeme Elementary in rural Kiel, Wisconsin.
The charter school, Meeme LEADS (Learning style—focused, Excellence
through individualization, Achievement for all, Differentiation, and
Student-driven success), serves students in grades KG-4.

Meeme LEADS is designed to help students reach the following
measurable goals: (1) to fully know their optimal mode for learning,
(2) to become independent, self-monitoring learners, (3) to develop
problem-solving and critical-thinking skills, (4) to understand and strive
for quality workmanship and excellence, and (5) to demonstrate continual
academic progress as measured by each student’s individualized
assessment plan and equivalent to a year’s growth/achievement at or
above state-mandated, grade-level benchmarks as measured by
Wisconsin Student Assessment System (WSAS) tests.

Robert S. Mayfield

425 South Washington Street
(920) 788-7900
www.kimberly.k12.wi.us

Combined Locks, WI 54113-1049

79. Caring Opportunities for Recovery Education

Caring Opportunities for Recovery Education (CORE) serves Kimberly
Area School District students in grades 9-12 who have significant
behavioral and learning concerns that interfere with their educational
experiences within a traditional school setting. The educational
experiences are individualized to meet the identified needs of the student
through an integrated curriculum of traditional academic subjects,
technology-based instruction, employability skills training, and real-
world learning opportunities. The essential components of the school are
small classes, personalized education, self-paced learning, accelerated
credit accumulation, and a caring and flexible environment.

Students who successfully complete the program will graduate with a
high school diploma. CORE Charter School provides extensive
vocational, social, emotional, and academic experiences, thus enabling
students to meet their greatest individual needs while becoming
productive employees, citizens, and family members.

80. Kornerstone Charter School

Kornerstone School serves 75 Kimberly Area School District students in
grades 8-12 who have a passion for learning. The school best serves
intrinsically motivated students who want an individualized curriculum
with a flexible course pace. The educational experiences focus on
molding learning activities and environments into four strands or
Kornerstone Areas: Systems, Design, Learning, and Community.
Students are empowered to facilitate their own learning through having
access to mobile learning devices, accelerated credit accumulation, self-
paced learning, small classes, flexible class schedule, emerging
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technologies, and through building relationships with experts &
professionals in the work world. Students who successfully complete
their educational requirements at Kornerstone School are equipped with
academic and employability skills necessary for collegian or employment
success. All students who complete their final three years of high school
are admitted to a four-year college. Gauranteed. Year one & two of
students programs focus on having students learn how to learn while
mastering traditional academic subjects and developing student interests.
Year three & four focus on developing an expertise area and honing skills
while completing projects in the Kornerstone Areas. In year five, students
participate in an internship, create a capstone project, and finish their
portfolio or expertise project.

The school serves up to 15 students per grade level. Kornerstone has a
15:1 student to staff ratio. The small school size allows students access to
emerging technologies, immerse in multiple disciplines, and explore their
profession of choice. Kornerstone School provides extensive vocational,
social, emotional, and academic experiences; thereby, empowering
students to meet their greatest individual needs while becoming
productive citizens, family members, and employees.

Randy W. Nelson

Hogan Administrative Center

807 East Avenue South o LaCrosse, Wl 54601
(608) 789-7628

www.lacrosseschools.org

81. Coulee Montessori Charter School

Coulee Montessori welcomed its first classes in August 1998, as the first
public Montessori school in western Wisconsin. When it began, there
were two multiage classrooms; one containing five year olds and the
other containing six-, seven-, and eight- year olds. The school has
physically relocated to be housed in a different public school on the
North Side of La Crosse. Coulee Montessori now serves students from
preschool ages through eighth grade in the same building. The school
has two Children’s House classrooms consisting of preschool and
kindergarten students; three Elementary One (E1) classrooms containing
first, second, and third graders; an Elementary Two (E2) classroom
containing fourth and fifth graders; an an Adolescent classroom
containing sixth, seventh, and eighth graders. Principals and teachers
work diligently to host fundraising events, advertise for enrollment, and
guide the school toward achieveing long-term goals. Coulee Montessori
is an asset to the School District of La Crosse as a choice for families
seeking other methodologies of instruction for their children which would
not otherwise be available without cost.

82. Design Institue

La Crosse Design Institute is a middle school charter school serving
students in 6", 7", and 8" grade. The school is supported by teachers and
administrators who have a strong background in Project Based learning
and a passion for design. The school is aligned with several community
partners who are committed to providing hands-on learning opportunities
for La Crosse Design Institute students.

The La Crosse Design Institute will teach students valuable 21st
century skills including communication and presentation skills,
organization and time management, research and inquiry skills, self
assessment and reflection skills, and group participation and leadership
skills. The school's Project Based learning approach requires content
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Robert Lecheler
115 East 6th Street
Ladysmith, WI 54848

mastery and critical thinking and incorporates essential project
management skills valued by today's global industries.

83. LaCrossroads Charter Schools (5)

On June 5, 2000, the La Crosse Board of Education granted charter
school status to the La Crosse School District’s LaCrossroads High
School. The four charter school classrooms serve students in grades 9-12
who exhibit behaviors such as truancy, credit deficiency, poor academic
performance, inappropriate classroom behavior, lack of workplace ethics,
and have problems at home or in the community. The school positively
modifies student conduct in the areas of attendance, behavior, and
academic achievement by incorporating a one-room schoolhouse
atmosphere, leadership training, real world academic application,
immediate and concrete rewards, consequences for choices, academic
credit for work experience, and individualized graduation plans.

84. School of Technology & Arts I (SOTA I)

The School of Technology and Arts I (SOTA I) opened its doors in
August 1995 as an elementary school of choice. The SOTA I currently
serves students in grades K-5 whose families believe in the curriculum’s
technology and arts emphasis. Roosevelt Elementary School houses the
charter school and provides transportation, administrative resources, and
food service. The SOTA 1 follows the district’s curricula, school
calendar, testing programs, and is organized around five major
constructs. These constructs include: multiage, nongraded, continuous-
progress classrooms, assessment by performance, product, or
demonstration, emphasis on the arts and technology, and joint staff
parent school governance.

85. School of Technology & Arts II (SOTA 1II)

The School of Technology and Arts IT (SOTA 1II) began operation in fall
1997 as a middle school of choice and currently serves students in grades
6-8. Longfellow Middle School houses this charter school. The staff at
SOTA I and SOTA 1II work closely to ensure continuity between the
programs. Studies link the active learning of an art form to increased
student motivation and the ability to learn other skills such as reading,
mathematics, and writing.

The SOTA II uses technology and the arts as tools for integrating
learning of core subjects into thematic units. This method of curriculum
delivery takes into account individual student interests and skills and
allows students a different way to show their learning. The SOTA 11
extends the learning experience of the SOTA program to emphasize the
importance of social and emotional learning, community building, and
teamwork.

Kurt Lindau

1700 Edgewood Avenue East
(715) 532-5277
www.ladysmith.k12.wi.us

o Ladysmith, Wl 54848-3005

86. Health Care Academy

The primary focus of Ladysmith-Hawkins Health Care Academy (HCA)
is to prepare students while still in high school for a variety of post-
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secondary options in the ever-growing healthcare industry. The HCA, has
partnered with Wisconsin Indianhead Technical College and Chippewa
Valley Technical College to define appropriate curricula in many
healthcare fields, align that curricula to specific healthcare programs, and
create opportunities for students to earn dual credit through cooperative
agreements. The HCA has also partnered with business and industry in
the healthcare professions. These partnerships are a critical component in
the dynamic, engaging, and relevant curriculum the HCA offers. It is the
intention of the HCA to actively seek out and welcome additional
business and industry partners in healthcare professions in the future.

David Honish

304 East Main Street
(920) 829-5703
www.lena.k12.wi.us

o Lena, WI 54139-9488

87. Lena Educational Alternative Regional Network

Charter School (LEARN)

Lena Educational Alternative Regional Network Charter School
(LEARN) provides alternate instructional options to students in the two
rural districts of Lena and Coleman. The primary focus is to provide
options for at-risk students in grades K - 12 to complete their high school
education. Instruction is provided to students at a site in each district.
With the cooperation of parents, LEARN staff, and school counselors,
each charter school student develops a school completion plan.
Academic, attendance, and behavioral expectations are clearly outlined.
Learning options include online instruction, individualized curriculum
packets, standard district curriculum, and work experience. All curricula
are aligned to Wisconsin Model Academic Standards. Upon completion,
students receive a regular high school diploma from their home district.

David Botz

325 Meulemans Street, Suite A
(920) 788-7605
www.lccpa.littlechute.k12.wi.us

Little Chute, WI 54140-3300

88. Little Chute Career Pathways Academy (LCCPA)

Little Chute Career Pathways Academy (LCCPA) is founded on three
important pillars: 21% Century Skills, Career Exploration, and Core
Academics. The teaching and assessing of 21* Century skills is an
explicit feature of LCCPA. We spend a great deal of time discussing
and implementing skills related to problem solving, collaboration,
professionalism, and technology. Our students are able to learn about the
importance of these skills first hand as they take part in career
experiences within the Manufacturing/Engineering/Technology and
Health Sciences pathways. This “real world” experience, starting in the
freshman year, provides relevance and credibility to all of our classroom
experiences. As students progress through LCCPA, they have the
opportunity to engage even more deeply in these career pathways through
job shadows and internships. Finally, our approach to the core
curriculum at LCCPA is different than the traditional high school. We
have integrated science, social studies, language arts, and math around
big ideas that are relevant today rather than segmenting and separating
these disciplines. Taken as a whole, we feel that our three pillars provide
a rigorous and relevant foundation for a 21* century education.
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Charles Pursell
115 School Street
(608) 592-3851
www.lodi.k12.wi.us

o Lodi, Wl 53555-1046

89. Gibraltar Charter School

The mission of the Gibraltar Charter School is to create an educational
environment that prepares students in grades 9-12 to meet the challenges
of the future. The belief is that all students have the ability to learn, but
not all students learn in the same way. The charter school’s goal is to
maintain the integrity of obtaining the academic skills necessary to be
successful while at the same time addressing the personal and social
needs that are unique to the at-risk student and that are difficult to address
in a traditional setting. The Gibraltar Charter School has two strands. The
first, the transitions strand, addresses the transition needs of students
moving from eighth to ninth grade. The second strand, the graduate
strand, addresses the needs of students who are credit-deficient in any
area and allows them the opportunity to make up those credits.
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90. Badger Rock Middle School (BRMS)

BRMS will serve 150 6™, 7", and 8™ grade students, primarily from one
of Madison’s lowest income and underserved neighborhoods, where 76%
of the students currently receive free/reduced hot lunch. In a
neighborhood that is quickly approaching “at-risk” conditions, the school
will help reengage disenfranchised youth through an inquiry-based
curriculum emphasizing place-based education, relevant real world
experiences, and a strong ethic of community involvement and
collaboration. At BRMS students will explore issues of sustainability,
local culture, interdependence, social justice, and global awareness. The
school will combine the best features of traditional and innovative
curricula, propelling students to think critically and strategically, solve
problems creatively and collaboratively, and gain the knowledge and
skills to become catalysts and change agents in their communities. In
doing so, the school will meet and exceed all local and state academic
standards and create a dynamic new model for holistic education based
upon principles of sustainability that serve as a research and development
laboratory for school districts throughout Wisconsin.

91. James C. Wright Middle School

The James C. Wright Middle School, named for one of Madison’s civil
rights pioneers, is a school of choice for students in grades 6-8. Wright’s
population is diverse: More than 80 percent of its students are from racial
or ethnic minority groups, including African American, Hmong, and
Hispanic. Approximately half of the students are economically
disadvantaged, and just 45 percent live at home with both parents. In
addition to regular education classes, Wright offers special programming
for students with learning and emotional disabilities. With an ethnically
and culturally diverse staff and innovative and flexible ways of teaching,
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the school provides its students with the knowledge, skills, and
confidence required to participate fully in an evolving global society.
School staff members accomplish this goal through three major themes:
integrated curriculum, integrated technology, and integrated community.

92. Nuestro Mundo Community School

Nuestro Mundo Community School (NMCS) is the first pu