
From: Crawford, Chanell E.   DPI 
Sent: Wednesday, August 19, 2020 1:48 PM 
To: DPI Private School Choice 
Subject: New DHS Guidance, DCF Resources, and Digital Equity 
 

Hello Wisconsin Private Schools and Interested Parties, 
 
Earlier today, August 19, the Department of Public Instruction’s Deputy State Superintendent, 
Mike Thompson, shared the information below related to new DHS Guidance, DCF Resources, 

and digital equity.  
 

This email provides updates on new guidance from the Department of Health Services 
(DHS) on COVID-19 outbreaks in schools, new information from the Department of 
Children and Families (DCF) as you work with child care providers, and information to 
support digital equity. 
 
DHS Guidance on COVID-19 Outbreaks in Schools 
DHS today released Guidelines for the Prevention, Investigation, and Control of COVID-
19 Outbreaks in K-12 Schools.  This guidance is being provided to help local and tribal 
health departments and schools  in the case of a school-based outbreak.  The guidance 
includes a number of provisions including:  

 physical distancing, 
 wearing face coverings, 
 absence policies, 
 information on how to identify cases and close contact among students, 
 information on when to exclude students from in-person instruction,  
 how to best isolate and quarantine,  
 effective cleaning and disinfecting practices, and 
 template letters for schools to use in the situation of confirmed cases or close 

contact. 
This guidance builds on existing guidance provided by the Department of Public 
Instruction in Education Forward.   
 
DCF Guidance on Working with Child Care Providers 
DCF has produced a series of guidance documents to help child care providers and local 
educational agencies as families, schools, and child care providers navigate the reopening 
of school this fall.  Two new documents you may find of interest include: 

 Public School-Early Childhood Education Program Partnerships in Fall 2020 
 Critical Conversations Between Public Schools and Early Childhood Care and 

Education Programs 
 
Digital Equity  
In support of digital equity and in recognition of Digital Equity Outreach Month, DPI will 
be co-hosting a webinar on Friday, August 21st at 10:00 a.m. (link to register). with 
EducationSuperHighway (ESH), DPI’s nonprofit partner, whose mission is to increase 
broadband access for K-12 students. In partnership with DPI, ESH has created tools and 
resources to support school districts with addressing connectivity challenges, including a 
Home Access Needs Assessment Playbook. 

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p02757.pdf
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p02757.pdf
https://dpi.wi.gov/education-forward
https://dcf.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/childcare/families
https://dcf.wisconsin.gov/files/childcare/covid/pdf/backtoschool/fall-2020-public-school-ece-partnerships-final.pdf
https://dcf.wisconsin.gov/files/childcare/covid/pdf/backtoschool/critical-conversations-public-schools-eceprograms-final.pdf
https://dcf.wisconsin.gov/files/childcare/covid/pdf/backtoschool/critical-conversations-public-schools-eceprograms-final.pdf
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/3400045504036195851
https://www.educationsuperhighway.org/
https://digitalbridgek12.org/needs-assessment-playbook/?utm_source=EducationSuperHighway+District+Leaders&utm_campaign=9c16676098-Digital+Bridge+K-12_CA+Webinar+Invite_080620&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_31acca43e8-9c16676098-


 
The webinar covers the playbook and action plan for Digital Equity Outreach Month 
including: 

 Tips and best practices for organizing, resourcing, and conducting an outreach 
campaign to your families, 

 Useful tools to support your outreach, and 
 Home Digital Access Mapping Tool that enables districts to visualize student 

connectivity data and overlay available Internet service and LTE provider options. 
 
As a reminder, Wisconsin DPI recently shared internet access at home survey tools to help 
school districts identify gaps in digital equity. In order to provide continuity of learning 
online due to COVID-19, it will be important to ensure access to an Internet connection 
and a dedicated learning device for students at home. This webinar will be recorded and 
sent out to those who register.  
 
Please continue to send your COVID-19 inquiries into the DPI through the COVID-19 
email address at COVID-19questions@dpi.wi.gov. 

 
Thanks, 
 
Chanell Crawford 
Director, Parental Education Options 
Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction 
Phone: 608-266-5880 
E-mail: chanell.crawford@dpi.wi.gov 
 
DISCLAIMER: The content of this email is for informational purposes only and not for the purpose of 
providing legal advice. You should contact your attorney to obtain legal advice, including compliance with 
state and federal laws and regulations. 

 

https://dpi.wi.gov/broadband/internet-access-home-survey
mailto:COVID-19questions@dpi.wi.gov
mailto:chanell.crawford@dpi.wi.gov

